laws for desling with him are written and
forced.

Pennsylvania has had good results from
revoking licenses for speeding. Conmecticut
has found that & point system for repeaters

is reducingsthe accident rate. A combination

of strict laws and public education can de
for North Carolina what it has done for these
states if the 1953 General Assembly is more
alert to_its responsibilities than some of its
predecessors.

MEMO TO CHARLOTTEANS

little items from the current issue
‘& of The United States Municipsl News

during its Summer recess; the Buffslo, N. Y..
Commen Council directed the City's public
works commissioner to put( architects and

and develop-

ment of off-street parking lots in the affected

areas.

Item 3: The City of Evanston, 1IL, reports
that parking meter receipts from 1482 me-
tors have provided the City with $245,604 in
new parking facilities, $140,037 in parking
lots, $6322 in ts to leased lots.
Evanston has meters along the curb, and on
vacant . Gross income per meter
per day on one lot was 43.20 cents.

Ann Arbor, Michigan . . . White Plains, N.
Y. .. Pittsburgh, Pa. .. Madison, Wis. . .
New Brunswick, N. J. . . Grand Rapids, Mich.
+ « Coral Gables, Fla. . . . all over the nation,
¢ities have found out the tremendous cost of
fnadequate parking facilities and are busy
providing permanent (facilities where they
are needed.

It is indeed perplexing that the Charlotte
City Council is unwilling to spend the small
amount of $3,500 to find out whether there is
a parking problem in Chartlotte.

AN ANNUAL LEGISLATURE?

Kannapolis the other day,
Rowan
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If the Genmeral: Assembly overestimates

HI YO SILVER (GULP)

revenues, the State winds up with a surplus.
This is good. The bad thing about it is
that salaries don't keep up with the cost of
living in & period of inflation. But the Leg-
islature has traditionally made retroactive
Increases, which eases the hardship some-
what.

Thus, an error of calculations in either
direction would not do irreparatile damage
to the State's services. The record of the past
does not support the contention that annual
revenue forecasts and annual appropriations

Furthermore, the annual session might

fighting when fE

nal comes from on high. It is a line
worked most penisterily in Red
it

Ppropag: Asia—tha!
the Unifed States regards Asians

The seesaw nature of the talks
are revealing at least two weak-
nesses in the United Nations ap-
proach — in reality the American
approach — to an armistice, First,

S0
des. That has caused
:!uk‘illl agreement all but impos-
Second, Secretary of State Ache-
son stated in his testimony in the
MacArthur hearings that the

ézlii§li
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fate.

People Want :Ike, But Seem
Resigned To Taft Or Truman

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
[E ODDEST feature of , the
present political situation is

signation to a fu.

ture choice that almost
wants to have to “I’s Taft
Truman in * acres

in glum

In the case of President Tru-
man, there is not much doubt
about his present weakness in the
country, which is revealed by the

abo ; question
mark about Truman is whether he
will make the race, or hand on the

sy

detail all the complex political me-
chanics that are bound to confront
the American people with these
Presidential alternatives,

In the case of Sen. bert A.
Taft, there is very little doubt in-
deed that his enormous and fabu.
lously well-heeled organization' will

t the Republican nomination for

m unless Gen. Dwight D. Eisen-

come: candidate. The
question mark about Taft is
extent of his popular appeal.

But if the polls mean anything,
Senator Taft must be rated as
having very little solid appeal to
the national electorate, despite his

haye the of
the Legislature. The present schedule re-
quires only three months of service each two
yoars. As a result, the General Assembly
has been able to attract many substantial cit-
frens whe would find it impossible to serve

they had to go to Raleigh every year. This
result in turning the General
Assembly over to men who make the practice
full-time vocation,

Finally, our Legislature passes good laws
and bad laws. If it met every year, it might
pass twice as many good laws. But it would
4lsd pass twice as many bad laws,

‘The North Carolina General Assembly has
a highly successful inStitution, and
there is considerable risk in proposing a new
schedule for it when the old schedule has
worked so well.

?

mount under a stock saddle.

If beef gets priced up to a point where
many more people can't buy it. the cow
punchers will have to start riding the steers
and herding the horses into the s{ock cars.
When that happens, we'll be strictly vege-
tarians, thank you.

One impedinitnt to marriage is the diffi.

his success
July, the inquiring Dr. Gallup an-
nounced that in a contest between
President Truman and Senator
Taft, 42 per cent of those queried
picked Taft, 37 per cent Truman
and 21 per cent neither. Then, a
couple of weeks ago in a second
contest between Senator Taft and
Chief Justice Fred Vinson, 43 per
cent of those queried picked Vin-
son, 37 per cent Taft, and 20 per
cent neither.

Despite uis distinguished career,
the Chief Justice is very little-
known in the country. Yet when
Vinson's name appeared upon
ballot the number of' undecided
voers .actually decreased by one
per cent. Meanwhile, more people
icked Vinson ahead of Taft, than

d picked Taft ad of Truman.
‘The margin, morpover, was very
wide indeed — far wider than the
percentages of error that have
given Dr. Gallup trw;bh in the

to another man of his
choice, most probably the Chief
Justice.

But if political human nature has

not greatly changed, Truman must

rated as more than likely to
ruf. On this question, to be sure
appearances ought to be almost
wholly ignored. Whatever else he
wishes, the President certainly de-
sires to retain his puthority until
the end of his term, and to control
the conven that will choose his
own successor. In order to gain
these ends, he must look as if he
is going to run, even if he is not
going to. He Is now giving precise-
ly this impersonation of a candi-
date-tobe.

Meanwhile, the best commen-
tary on this looming choice be-
tween Taft and an in 52 is
being provided by the Eisenhower

The

News From The Capital

Boom Seen For N. C

By TOM SCHLESINGER
Charlotte News Special Writer

i WASHINGTON

THEI'LE were stirrings in Wash-

this week that will

be felt all the way to the remote

Carolina mountain counties of

Avery, Mitchell and Yancey be-
fore long.

They were tied up with a Bu-
reau of Mines study pointing to
an “alarming decline” in the
Nation's selfsufficiency in stra-
tegic metals and minerals

Interior Secretary Oscar L.
Chapman, in releasing the re-
port, called for an intensifica-
tion in the exploration of miner-
al deposits and an expanded
mining program.

“This country’s trend toward
greater dependence on foreign
sources for-some of our most
essential metals and nonmetals
must be reversed,” Chapman
declared.

His words were almost an
echo of those of the Tar Heel
mica men who have been point-
ing out since the beginning of
the present emergency that the
United States is at present vir-
tually dependent upon foreign
sources, chiefly Brazil and In.
dia, for strategic mica.;

e

Tirough the last war, mines
in the three Tar Heel counties
—guaranteed a ﬂ(h price by a

3 anti-
Taftites and Senator Douglas of
Ilinois are not the only Eisen-

bower men. Even Demberats very
close to Truman tell Bopefully
that General Eisshl r s dis-
gusted by the Rgpublican foreign
policy record, and explal h-
fully that it would be far easier
for the President to “draft” the

General than for the Republicans.
The irrepressibje George Allen, in
the White House poker crowd it-
self, is an Eifenhower_ talker.
This rather désperate sentiment
for Eise: ', 50 curiotsly dis-
tributed in both the great iparties,
is a symbol of something ~very
deep and important. It represents,
in a erude but clnr':y. the long-

past. In short,

ing of

that is worthy of America. The
danger of the Taft-Truman choice
is that, in the minds of most
Am'e‘:lluu} it will not satisfy that

—worked valiantly turning out

foreign
micas combined with their ruby-
type color forced a shutdown of
most N. C. operations.

Many users—despite the les-
sons of the war—still considered
the cloudy Carolina sheet mica
inferior. This was despite word
from the Department of Com-
merce which estimated that more
than two- thirds of the capaci-
ices among the

ance was rated as very satis-
factory.

Now the United States once
again finds itself in a jam. Mica,
it is recognized, is an A1 insu-
Intor, and is vital.

eral
ministration, the buying agency

ing a ready supply of the miner-
al. At the moment, several GSA
officials are starting to learn
what they can about mica.

“At this stage,” one admitted
sadly, “it's a_matter of the blind
leading the blind, We are just
studying what can be done, try-
ing to see what we'll come up
with and we expect to arrive at
something that is reasonable.”

In the last emergency, the

Timitations. It established buying
stations in all mica producing
areas.

Such a
of the question
said.

Meanwhile, Represemta-
tives Hamilton C. Jones and
Woodrow W. Jones, into whose
districts the three counties fall,
are looking to new prosperity
when the final plans are decided
‘upon.

o s

TVE out of six Washington
press and radio correspondents
think Democratic Senator Paul
Douglas of Illinois is the best
Senator. Three out of four cor-
respondents think that Wisconsin

re high-
lights of a poll conducted by
Pageant magazine. It shols quite
a change from a similar poll two

Robert

setup is not at all out
ion this time, he

fourth worst. Estes Kefauver (D-
Tenn.) and Wayne Morse (R-
Ore.) are second and third best
while second and third worst
were Pat McCarran (D-Nev.)
and William E. Jenner (R-Ind.)
The pundits rated neither N. C.
Senator among the top or low-
est ten.
Sl s N

Representative John H. Kerr

came up with a meaty report

this week as chairman of a
House  Appropria subcom-
mittee.

His group speat 17 months
studying 182 civil projects the
Army Engineers now have under

Fifteen Million Messages Shower Czechs

Mica

construction, mostly flood con<
trol and river and harbor ime
provements.

lion on these projects because of
bad engineering.

And Kerr's report added that
the Engineers made a practice
of going to Congress for huge
appropriations with no more than
2 vague idea of what they were
doing.

When Congress authorized the
182 projects, the committee re-

port said, the Engineers esti-
mated the fotal | ol at
000,000, Now S ."..‘2#
than $6 billion.

Kerr added that much of the
increase was caused by unavoids
able factors as increases in ma-

and ices.

per cent of it was due to “lack
of engineering reliability.”
. .

THE lawmakers finally ha
really gotten a “taste” .of
inflation, The Senate Rules Com-
mittee has approved hikes of
from five to fifteen cents for
plate luncheons in the Senats
Restaurant.
1f the Senator wants more than
the blue-plate specials,
that a choice sirloin that
in April now brings

For the clerks and other office
help, the famous 85-cent special
is a thing of the past. Most are .
now over $1.

naf and
make the North Carolinian's play
audible, °




