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that the report on the Maryland
election is out of the way, a subcommit-
has de-

“Though they had a weak candidate in State
Auditor Joe F!r‘\uon. the Democratic coffer

was

The Ohio Senatorial battle climaxed a

trend toward expensive elections. It varied

fhe pattern in Maryland, in North
Carolina, and in Florida only in the sheer
volume of spending.

‘This trend, if not stopped, grave
threat to genuine democr: s already
made it difficult for a man without heavy
financial backing to seek public office. It

‘Expenditures in the Ohio campaign reached
stratospheric heights mainly because of in-
tense national interest in the oufcome. Taft
‘was billed as “Mr. Republican”, and his re-

e a cause celebre for anti-
Fair Dmm the Atlantic to the Pacific.
Dollars poured into Ohio in an ever-growing
stream.

i

The Democrats were not idle, either.

SPENDTHRIFT SENATE

Senate s up 1o ils old tricks again.
The House voted $496,764,500 for the

huﬂnr bmt_\.mnt. The Senate increased
it to

settled on $5!

The House voted urloooooo for the Bu-
reau of Reclamation. The Senate raised
that to $208535430. The mnl!rﬂlﬂ com-
mittee compromised on

“The House approved uﬂmm for the
Depaitment of Agriculture. The Senate

supped it to $1088578,130. A conference
committee report is still pending.

*  And so it goes. Year after year, bill after
bill, the Senate increases over

will make it

The law is full of loopholes. There is no
limit to the number of “coimmittees” that
can be organized. Wealthy families evade
the individual contribution limitation by
making donations under several names

Election laws need revision. They need
tightening. 1f the Congress is willing to act,
it should get all the data it needs from the
forthcoming Ohio inquiry.

years the Senate increased House appro-
priations by a total of more than $I8 bil-
lion

We have never undersiood why the Sen-
ate should be more profligate than the
House! It should be the other way around.
The House, with 433 members seeking Fed-
#®al handouts for their districts, needs a
ch¥bkrein, and the Senate, being the senior
house and theoretically more conservative,
is ideally suited for the assignment

‘The Senate is not, however, meeting its
responsibility. Hence. there is no exercise
of Congressi power over the purse

the amounts recommended by the House.
A study by Rep. Furcolo of Massachusetts
Jast year showed that in the past eleven

Hence, the expenditures mount each year
Hence, the poor taxpayer bends lower under
his burden. Need wa go on?

HIGH-POWERED POLITICS

E mountain residents of Polk County,
Tennessee, have just conducted another
election.

Ordinarily, a county election doesn't raise
much dust even in other parts of a state,
but the Polk County folk take their politics
more seriously (han most people. For ex-
ample, one of the vacancies in this election
ia a post on the County Court—the county's
governing body—whose chairman stopped a
Toad of buckshot last May. In 1048 three
men died with their boots on by the time the

Good Government League had ousted the en-
trenched Democratic machine.

This year, the GGL chairman didn't expect
any trouble unless “that (Ducktown) mob
comes down here intimidating.”

Bullets and ballots don't mix well, and
Polk County's previous excesses are mot to
be condoned. But the vigorous interest in
government of these Tennesseeans s com-
mendable, Other communities could profit
by being equally interested—without the
shooting irons, of course.

ABUSE OF CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

E HAVE always enjoyed reading The
Congressional Record, daybook of our
August representatives in the Capitol. The
verbatim dronings of the long-winded solons
we usually sean over briefly, hastening to
the more varied and lighter Appendiz.in the
Back of the book. ¢
The Appendic abounds in poetry and lit-
erature (Shakespeare, Tennyson and Long-
{ellow seem to be preferred), eulogies, strict-
ly political, material intended for the folks
back heme (each Senator receives 100 free
copies, Representatives 60), all sorts of sta-
tistics, from the federal debt down to the
population: of Podunk County, reprints of
speeches and newspaper articles. By read-
ing The Appendiz we have learned how to
get sand out of spinach and found several
good recipes. One on an Idaho home eco-
nomic's class version of the Senate's bean
;wp has become an institution in our house-
jold.

Although still fascinating, The Appendiz

e _i# & little duller than it used to be. Congress-

| dress, parenthetically

men formerly were given considerable lee-

way in adding material to it One, who could

mot gain the floor 10 deliver a priged ad

inserted “Prolonged

pplause on the Democratic side and con.

tion among the Republicans” at a place

he presumed this would have occurred

ng the undelivered speech, This prac

bas been ruled out. Artwork. too. has

n frowned upon ever since, about 40

o, Semator Tillman of South Caro-

made quite a stir by inserting a cartoon
an allegorical cow which he depicted

fed by farmers and milked by Wall

Not even Huey Long, who wanted

Bis picture alongside his remarks, was

Editor & Publisher

“Jack Daniel”,

able to break the rule established by his col-
leagues
But enjoyable as even the present Ap-
pendix is. we do believe our venerable leg-
islators take advantage of their privileges.
Some of their lengthy dissertations could be
excluded, at a saving to the taxpayer. Maybe
Senator Byrd — whose Appendiz insertions
seem properly few and short — has hesi-
tated to champion such a saving becauseit
would offend some of his more verbose col
leagues. We would like to think that a*
little stimulagion from the press might stir
the Great Béonomizer to action
A recefit appendage by McKellar of Ten-
nessee points up the need for a little self-
by C The

dean of the Senate devoted two and one-
third pages (each page costs over $80 to
publish) to a reprint from Fortune on “Rare
a sour mash bourbon distilled
in his'native-state. One column was devoted
to the ‘Senator’y avowal of his lifelong ab-
stinence and the esteem-with which his con-
stituents regard *0id- Jack Daniel's descen:
dants

We are not prepared to pass on the quali-
ties of this product of Tennessee. We do,
however, question the inclusion of such an
article, at the taxpayer's expense, in The
Record.

We would hate lo see The Record de-
prived of its most readable portion, this
Appendiz. However, it might be an incentive
to brevity {f the bills for printing free ad-
vertising  and _ political propaganda were
footed by the individual Congressman.

Or perhaps, like taxes, passed on to the
likes of old Jack Daniels.

TWO VICTORIES

/O Newspaper victories in the' last two

ks upbolding their right of access 4o -

report school board mi i of
Fairhaven. What could be more essential to
citizens of a community than to know what
is happening to their schools which involved
upcmmun of $300,000 of public funds per
year,

The alarming thing is that two situations
Jike this could exist in the first place, that
public officials should wish to hide their ac-
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People s Platform

Letters should be brief,

side of the paper. The wriler's name must be signed, but may

be withheld from plllllullll |.l lhl ahmlhu of the Editor. The News reserves tne right to condense.

PITTSBORO
Editors, The New

7OUR editorial o( July 30, covering North Caro-
lina's Income Tax, plus a reprint of the article
appearing in Vi Report on the
subject of Sta
resents, I think,
stituency, if 1 may use such a term in this con.
nection. But your concluding sentence furnishes
an index to, the situation—"It (remedy for confis-
catory income -taxes) lies in reducing the exorbi-

tant demands of the Federal Government.”

And you might have appropriately added thzt
some Boston Tea Parties are desperately needed
and probably would be provided if we had enough
Americans to stage such parties.

It has been my misfortune (term advisedly
used) to observe some of the inordinate waste and
extravagance incident o establishment and liquida-
tion of army installations (Camp Butner, to be
specific). It actually made me sick. Of course, there
is some excuse for waste in the establishment ol
z'uch plants, lor haste is inherent in the situation,

ut certainly no such element exists in the liquida-
tion of such plants. And I am not talking about
what the State acquired In the liquidation of this
Federal property. That's the only phase of it that
makes the slightest sense, for all else was and 1s
loss, or virtually so.

realize, of course, the futility of individual
protest; but if enough such protests are made. some-
thing may be accomplished. It is upon that basis
that 1 enter protests, and shall continue to do 0.

The U. S. Constitution gives Congress powet
to levy and collect taxes to pay debts and provide
for the common defense and generai welfare. Now,
constitules common defense® And general
* These questions must be answered, and

ha
welfa

Onerous Burden

answered in relation to and within the limitations
of our tax-paying ability. We have currently great
ux plym ability, but it is based upon a synthetic
ty and a national debt equivalent to the

mnl lndeh(rdnm of the so-called free word—a sit-
uation that can afford no, or but little, consolation
to any thinking persor

Under the common defense provision of the
Constitution, {ve furnished Russia $10.8 billion under
Lend-Lease, of which sum Russia offered to
refund only $300 million, though we have offered
10 settle for $800 million, thereby marking off
$10 billion, Since V-J day we have given our other
allies $35 billion under the Marshall Plan, and
this year's praposed budget calls for $7.5 billion
more, or $42.5 billion in some six years. How long
can the American tax-payer stand up under such
outlays® Not only that, but we are now asked for
$60 billion for the next fiscal year for our defense
purposes. Oh! how long can we stand it? You may
have the answer. 1 do not.

Furthermore, where are our defense barriers®
Is there any agreement as to that? 1f there is, 1
have not found it. Is 1t the free world? Non-Rus-
sian area of influence? Or does it include all who
are, with our support, willing fo cross swords with
Russia? This last group would mclude the govern-
ments of Tito and Franco, but would not assuredly
be without and beyond the free world nations, No,
there are no limifations to our commitments that
1 can find, nor is there any, detined foreign policy.
On the contrary, we are blindly striking out si.
multaneously in all directions. This can’t but lead
to disaster

Yes, every tax till has a boltom, and we will
soon be scraping ours

—JOHN W. HESTER.

Foreign Aid Spending Urgent

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

HESE times of decision have million

in a bill to reduce the total by $700
Certainly,

fenses of the West. This empha-

the sum pro- sis refutes Communist propaganda

a way of rolling around with
a depressing regularity and the
sound of ominous thunder offstage.
Against the background of the Rus-
sian peace offensive, the bill call-
ing for $8.5 billions in economic
and military assistance for Europe,
the Middle East and Asia takes
on even greater importance
it would normally
The action and reaction as be.
tween Western Europe and the
United States can spell success or
failure for the whole effort to build
a common strength. The pessimists
are already saying that when the
U. S. pares the amount, as Con-
gress is likely to do, Eu will
take it as a sign that we are relax-
ing our effort
The defense drive on the other
side of the Atlantic will, in turn,
slacken. Instead of moving up
ward the trend will be back down
in the direction of thy aod a
sense of gnawing futil
At the very least it is too early
for such pesl‘mum There undoubt-
edly cuts in the total
(‘hurvnn Richards of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee has put

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

another

'w Pearson is on
is Ih nm of his cabled dispatches from Central Eu

rope.)

J¥ there was ever - time when proj
encourage

Curtain, it is now.

iate' the peopie behind the Iron

posed by the Administration is not
sacred and a comparatively small
cut would not ruin the program one
way or the other,

But if it is drastically slashed,
the effect will be serious. Similarty,
an amendment to put & permanent
ceiling on the number of troops to
be sent to Europe under General
Eisenhower's command will dis-
courage the crusade that Eisenhow-
er is leading to bring back confi-
dence and resolution where defeat-
ism and despair have prevailed.

The chances seem to be good that
both Semate and House will ap-

about Western warmongers and it
gives Europe a great lift

If the economi¢ aid in the Ad-
ministration bill is cut out or great-
ly reduced the effect will be just
the opposite. It will tend to con-
firm the suspicion that Ameri-
ca’s interest is solely military, with
Europe mllde

ck o
S haps froas & gt
redoubt. behind. the Pyrences in
Spain
There is_in reality no dividing
line betweeh military and econom-
ic aid. No really effective military

prove 5 billigos for military as-gorce can come up in an eviron-

sistance to Western Europe. One
reason is the fine presentation
made by Eisenhower's deputy, Lt
Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther, to Cgp-
gressional commitiees.

In his quiet; almost understated
fashion, Gruenther made Senators
and Representatives who heard
him aware of the intensity of con-
viction that Eisenhower is trying to
instll in everyone at SHAPE. And
that c»mxcmm is concentrated,
above on the achievement of
peace Ihrough the strengthened de-

ment sapped by inflation
“1t is a terrible burden. Essential-
ly it is a thankless task. When put
alongside the $80 billions in the
military budget it is a staggering
burden. What must never be for-
gotten, however, is that the men
who direct the Communist con-
'y intend that America shall
falter, slacken and then
u bandoti the effort. That will be
the signal to switch the. m
again and proceed to
stage of world conquest.
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on front pages across the Nation
until two days later.

On March 5, Pearson may have
irked General Eisenhower. The
general was in the midst-of what
seemed 1o 2 quadrennial boom
for the Presidential nomination, a
boom that was based on his states-
manship and high purpose in life.
Pearson was irreverent enough fo
report that the statesman-general
has a one-third interest in a res-
taurant in downtown Washington
fogether with Ed Pauley and
George Allen, both one-time inti-
mates of President Truman.

Pearson's barbs are both small
and temporary ones and large and
long-lasting. On April 12 he shot
out a small item on Senator Me-
Carthy saying that McCarthy was
s0 afraid of being sued for libel
on his charges against Owen Lat-
timore that the Wisconsin Senator
had conferred with experts to make
sure he would not l\ll(('r financial
loss. But Pearson's campaign
against McCarthy took on much
weightier material. In April Pear-
son publicly suggested that a spe-
cial lobbying committee find the
answers to the following questions:

"Wﬂo pays for Senator McCar-

Who paid for 200 long-distance fele-
phone calls from that room? Who

paid four ex-FBI agents who
worked for McCarthy until they
quit in disgust? How much did Al-
fred Kohlberg contribute to Mc-
Carthy's campaign funds?" (Kohl-
berg is a leader in the so-called
Nationalist China lobby.)
PEARSON REVEALED NAME

When Senat v
nounced public;
name of Russia
agent in the United States” it was
Pearson who revealed that the
name McCarthy had gvas O wen
Lattimore. When My said
that this “top espionage agent’
had brought “three Communist
agents” into the country Pearson
announced that the three men
were the “living Buddha" and two
Mongolian princes. all with Com-
munist prices on their heads, and
that Lattimore brought them here
so they could-plan resistance to
Communists in their native lands.
INDUCES APOPLEXY

Pearson can induce apoplexy in
high places and low, President
Truman became so riled up last
year he called Pearson an
'SO.B.” Yet Pearson still had
time to stimulate strong emotions
in some obscure municipal official.
On Feb. )2 Pearson announced:

“Los Angeles: Mayor Bowron,
did you know that one member
of your equalization board has a
mvmnwl income of $60,000 —
not including his salary from the

espionage

While he seems to get pleasure
complacent politi-
cians, Pearson is not perverse. He
and Dean Acheson had a personal
falling out twelve years ago and
e not spoken to each other
ince. Under similar circumstances
most other popular commentators
could not resist carrying out
their personal hurts into the news
they broadcast. But Pearson has
consistently defended Acheson
against charges that he believed
were unfounded. On Feb. 19 he

: “It is not true as reported

but that, most of the tapping is be-

ing done by the Army and Navy,
TAKES CHANCES

Pearson has been able to score
many news beats because he could
afford to take long chances that
ordinary, com pe tent reporters
could not afford. For example, by
using judgment he can use items
picked up at cocktail parties that
most correspondents would not
dare use as news. Pearson also
has been able to get a beat on

* other reporters, say corresponds

ents, by violating confidences from
time to time. Other times he ob-
tains news items from' interested
parties who are willing to reveal
inner secrets to a popular com-
mentator for purposes of their
. (A minority Congressman
emerging from a conference in
which he lost a position might re-
veal the inside information if it
will embarrass the majority for
example.)
BASED ON SHREWD GUESSES

But many of Pearson's items
are based merely on shrewd
guesses. On Feb. 26 Pearson said
be would give a hat to Congre:
man Smathers, then in a primary
race against Claude Pepper for
United States Senator from Flori-
da. if Smathers could shake hands
with President Truman while Tru-
man was in Key West. It would
seem not 100 hard for a Congress-
man to shake the hand of the
President while the Chief Execu-
tive is visiting the Congressman’s
home state, especially with na-
uoml publicity centered on the

dshake. But Pearson knew that
'l'rumln preferred to have Pepper
win since Pepper was a supporter
of the Truman program, but could
not make overt moves in support
of Pepper because of the delicate
civil rights issue in the South. So it
was almost a certainty that True
man would not then shake hands
with Smathers. an _admitted en-
emy of most of Truman's pro-
gram. A handshake would have
given the anti-Truman Smathers
the Presidential blessing. As far
as is known, Smathers did not get
o shake the President's hand. He
lost Pearson’s hat but won the
election.

Not all of Pearson's shrewd

Ruesses turn out to be right. On
April 30 Pearson said that True
man would pay his personal ree
spects to Senator McCarthy in Me«
Carthy’s home fown of Madison,
Wis. Presumably this was blud
on the President’s itinerary, re-
leased the night of Pearson's
bhroadeast.
Madison and it was generally as-
sumed the President would use
that whistle stop to combat Mc-
Carthy's attacks. But the President
did not refer to McCarthy or his
charges in the Madison speech.

Any list of Pearson news beats
is impressive. Any list of his news
flops fs impressive. It leaves him
in the same position as any com-
mentor who gives the impression
of being infallible — since the lis-

er

Propaganda Behind Curtain Needed Now

four of Europe. This

\’F.\"HIAL EUROPE
ganda was needed lo

Curtain is so important.
this situation and the importance of int
ganda, here is a brief summary of the best
reports | can get of what is happening

To illustrate the seriousmess of day.

Production is dropping. The Catholic Church fs
and the Kremlin become

Iedknl a potent underground an

our props-
underground  so suspicious of top Polish generals that nine of them
behind the Curtain:  have now been tried.

have now recovered from

Czechoslovakia—The Crechs
the suaned pathy which Talowed the inita seizure ol Bulgaria An ‘Ulcer’
by beginning o get

The itinerary included °




