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THAT ‘AMUSING’ CITY TAX RATE

IN a letter to City Manager Henry Yancey,
City Tressurer L. L. Ledbetter said he
was “very much amused” at a Charlotte Ob
server editorial relative to a “sharp tax
boost™. .

We trust Mr. Ledbetter is enjoying him-
self. Certainly the taxpayers don't find
anything funny in a tax rate increase from
$197 to $2.15.

The City Treasurer contended that Char
Totte's prrvpe%y tax rate compares favorably
with other Eities of equivalent size when
property evaluation levels are equalized And
he cited figures compiled by a Detroit tax
research bureau to prove his point

This is not the first time that a compari-
son of city tax rates has been used to lull
the taxpayers of Charlotte, but it ought to
be the last. Comparing tax rates is like
comparing oranges and bananas — both are
fruits, but you'd have a heck of a time
squeezing a glass of juice from a banana

Tax rate comparison is utterly meaning-
Jess unless:

1. All City services are also measured. and

2 Other revenue ‘sources are considered.

One costly service that is reflected in city
budgets in many states and only partially

ected in Charlotte's budget is the public
system. - In North Carolina, the State
ent pays for the operating cost of
the school system and County Governments
pay. for school buildings. The City School
des for a total ex-
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the City's share only $1508,094. This latter

sum, incidentally, was specifically author-
by the voters in a special election.

The County's budget for the new fiscal
year sets up a total of $424,800 in principal
and interest for retiring school bonds (and
the last $5325,000 bond issue has not even
been sold yet.) Roughly twe-thirds of school
bond money has been spent on City schools.

If the State’s contribution to the City
Schools and a proportionate share of the
County school bond retirement charge were
added to Charlotte’s budget. the tax rate
would soar out of sight (A good illustra-
tion: the New York City Education Board
has just asked for $420.000.000 for a five-
year building program. That will reflect in
New York City's budget)

Other services, too, should be measured
before any comparison takes on meaning.
Other cities may provide their people better
public recreation, better libraries, better mu-
nicipal transportation systems. better streets.
bigger police and fire departments and the
like, all of which would increase the tax
rate.

examined can any comparison be complete
The property tax will produce only 60 per
cent of Charlotte's total revenue next year
The City enjoys many other substantial
sources of revenue, which may not be iden-
tical with those in other cities. such as
$522,000 from ABC funds, $88,438 {rom State
beer and wine taxes, $132,770 from the State
intangibles tax, $350,000 from the Powell
city street bill. Were any of these lost to
the City, the tax rate would go up corre-
spondingly.

By citing these facts, we do not argue that
the City's tax rate is too high or too low. We
cite them merely to shatter the myth of tax
rate “comparisons”. They mean absolutely
nothing unless property evaluation levels,

qefficlency of tax collection, services to the
people and revenue sources are all adjusted.

The hard fact of an eighteen-cent increase
in the City's tax rate remains. And it is
very un-funny indeed to Charlotte taxpayers
who are facing a heayy new burden of
Federal taxation resultiog from the life-or-
death struggle with International Commu-
nism.

ADMIRAL FORREST SHERMAN

sudden death of Adm. Forrest P.

unite opposing factions will be hard to match.

A flying admiral with a brilliant war
record, he took a leading role in the battle
for unification of the armed services. He
became Chief of Naval Operations (and mem-
ber of the Joint Chiefs of Staff) at a time

down the river, and won the respect of sailor,
soldier, airman and civilian.

Only last week he accomplished his del-
icate assignment of exploratory talks with
Spain’s Franco, and had just completed a
tour of Europe's defenses.

Despite his ability as a combat commander
and tacticlan, his talents as a negotiator and
will probably be the most sore-

when the Navy was by the uni-
fication battle and the decreased size of the
fleet. He overcame the hostility of other
Navy men who thought he would sell them

1y missed at this time when the Government
needs trouble-shooters on the international
as well as domestic front.

SENSIBLE FOREIGN INVESTMENT ;

OW can we underwrite the onerous bur-

den of mobilizing ourselves and our al-
lies® 1t peace does come. how can we cut
down our vast defense effort without bring-
ing on a depression?

Paul Hoffman, former ECA administrator,
and Nelson Rockefeller, chairman of the In-
ternational Development Advisory Board.
have addressed themselves to these important
questions, and their views warrant considera
Uon.

Mr. Rockefeller is concerned because
us. capacity is much

businessmen and craftsmen, as well as their
overseas counterparts.

Our commerce with the Caribbean area
affords a good example. Last year Cuba, the
best developed country in that region, bought
$460 million worth of goods in the U. S. and
sold us $406 million worth, our total com-
merce with the little island thus amounting
1o $866 milllon. On the other hand. our
trade is negligible with other Caribbean
areas which have great. but undeveloped.
possibilities  In 1949 over two thirds of our
commerce in the Caribbean was with Cuba.

faster than is our supply of raw materials
In his opinion, we must look to the under-
developed areas of the world for not only
raw materials, but future markets as well
Mr Holfman believes that $2 billion a
s systematically invested in foreign aid
can avert a war which would cost $1 billion
a day
Such a vast expenditure in foreign aid
could. if properly directed. result in consid-
erable “domestic aid” to American citizens
Experience has shown that even slight in.
dustrial or agricultural progress in an under
developed country can produce results which
end up in thegpockets of American farmers

the Republic for less
than six per cent, Haiti less than four. Trin-
idad two and Jamaica one

Cuba was developed by private risk cap-
ital. which now hesitates to enter some coun-
tries because. for varlous reasons, the risk
is deemed too great Hoffman and Rocke
feller advocate a combination of Government
and private risk .capital under an interna-
tional development authority to create a more
favorable atmosphere for private enterprise

Such an investment can well pay off It
makes sense from a business point of view
It can provide the long range markets neces-
sary o our economy. be it geared to war or
peace

CAPITALISTIC REDS AT KAESONG

'HE Red jeep drivers at Kaesong are gel-
ting downright capitalistie.

Having no Hoose to direct traffic efficient.
ly. they race—backwards—without looking
around. and vie for the parking space which
will permit them to be first in line when
their passengers emerge {rom the cease-fire
negotiations

In one tenminute period” observed

From The Greensboro Daily News

Murray Schumach of The New York Times,
“there were three collisions involving all
nine jeeps”

Such & display of enterprise and rivalry
comes dangerously close to those capitalistic
principles which their leaders despise

But then. maybe that's all a part of what
the Communists like to call “socialist com-
petition

NO TRAIN SNATCHING, PLEASE

'RE mighty glad to see that Charlle

Parker looked up that tourist quotation
Tar Heels have been attributing to Irvin §
Cobb all these years.

As we beard the story. and understood it
Mr. Cobb took a trip throuzh North Caro-
lina sbout 1924 and fe!l all over himseif
praising the folks and the scemery “All
North Carolina needs.” he was supposed to
have told some exaggerating mative, “i
press agent™

Parker, who Is the director of state ad-
vertising in Raleigh, went back to the news-
papers of 1924 and found out that what Cobb
actually said was this:

is 2 beneficent boldup man. a sort of
| agreeable cross between a road agent and
& press agent, who'd every through

train and go in all the coaches and tell the
travellers what they ate missing.

That far back Cobb saw North Carolina’s
potentialities for tourism although he prob-
ably never dreamed that in 1850 it would
become » $300.000.000 business ranking only
behind tobacco and textiles as a Tar Heel
money crop.

North Carolina waited over ten years be
fore it took Cobh up on his suggestion about
a press agent. Through the years since then
Garland Proctor. Bob Thempson. Bill Sharpe
and Charlie Parker have done a good job
selling North Carolina to the nation. And
they did it all without having to indulge in
any train snatching.

A French astronomer tells of a method
devised to photograph “invisible stars™
Maybe now we'll be able to get pictures of
flying saucers. L

0

But not until the total revenue picture is

Yugoslavs Say Stalin Stuck
To Yalta ‘Til West Disarmed

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

thi
ment — but not in the
misleading manner that has lately
become fashionable. The real point

as|
about Yalta is that it was a pretty
good deal, if the other parties to
the bargain bad only kept it. And
the bargain might have been kept,
too, if it had not been for our own
folly

Speaking particularly of the Far
Eastern aspect of the Yaita agree-
men., there are three facts “that

offered Stalin concessions in Man-
churia, because_his chief military
advisers wished to buy ' Russian
aid in the conquest of the Japanese
islands, which was officially
ectimated likely to cost two years
and half a million American lives.
Second, this offer was made with
the practical thought clearly in
mind that the Soviet armies in Si-
beria could and would seize these
Manchurian positions in any case.
RUSSIA SUPPORTED CHIANG
Third — and this is what is most
important — a promise to enter
not Stalin's

only part in the bargain.
also recogmized the government of
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, as
predominant in Cl and

promised/to “support” the Chiang
regime by every means in his
power Furthermore, he embodied
this recognition of Chiang's pre:
dominance and his promise of sup-

port n hus treaty .ith Chungking,
negotiated after Yalta by Dr. T.
" Soong, and approved by Gen-

eralissimo Chiang himself.

There is no doubt that on its
face this was a goo: deal, as Maj.
Gen. Patrick Hurley, among others,
frankly stated at the time.

What is interesting and new is
the further fact that Stalin actual-
ly did try, for awhile, to keep the
promises he gave Roosevelt at
in Moscow.

In
tung and his fellow Chinese Com-
munists to enter a coalition gov-
ernment in China on the terms al
ready laid down by Gen. Hurley
as President Roosevelt's repre-
sentative at Chungking. These
coalition terms were calculated, or
52 Gen. Hurley then believed, to
Jnsure that the Communist mem-
bers of the proposed coalition

would be by e, C il Boyd Repli
simo Chiang and the Nationalists. y R CHARLOTTE
e-:wune- M“ﬁ hn: Editors, Taz Nzws:
bt Yw-um-od'mhhu'
Mao T"*“““‘;"'.:,h‘_" ‘Well, 1 don't know what part of your body you
command, declaring that s Cbm  eqitorial about me in your Friday's paper. Surely
munists would win. it was not from the head where the mind and res-
the end, and refusing to-sacrifice o g jocated which deals with facts, nor from the
this future victory o a subord  peort which deals with the truth, because you
ﬂ,"h.ﬂ:pmwl“““", the  Delther stated the facts nor told the truth.
same pattern as that other strange, hvk'dw‘:‘ﬁmmdlgﬂudhl
unrecorded bit of history — Stal-  statements, 1 request you publish state-
in's order to Marshal Tito to bring  ment on your editorial page. hwm?t'm
King Peter, and to carry out rdu!ﬂmkdhnhthdtvﬂomﬂ“d o]
the Stalin-Churchill bargain mak- M&mnwﬂkw‘m’. ‘over
"‘ﬁ“‘““'“‘“""w rﬂomlhkud-l!t: mnrdxve-nbn-i
Tt ke o ommee Bldn® fool or 3 to fool anybody about this and
mwn&mm you know it.
“In both cases, 't is mow clear, At our first budget meeting two weeks ago, a
Stalin was acting on a false esti-  fellow Councilman suggested. that we take up salary
mate of the toughness and resolu- raises for city first. That was agreed to
uamwﬁmu.r:.m by all
Tito also defied Stalin with my campaign promises, open-
warned that the British and Amer- 1y 3nq repeatedly made in the campaign, 1 made a
fcans would land in % motion that the salary of all city employees making
snake the fiftyfifty bargain sticki s than $200 per month be increased a flat $10 per
but Tito knew better. When Mao th and then Increased 15 per cent along with all
defied him, Stalin ex- ty employees making $4.800 and less, and that all
ert pressure for compliance with  employees making $4,800 per year, be in-
his order until he was confronted  creased 5 per cent. This included all department
with the tragic spectacle of Amer-"  heads in the 5 per cent raise.
fea's post-war demohilization, e discussion, this motion was adopted

Then. and only then, when Stalin
knew that the howls of same
politicians who are now -
ing Yalta had caused America to
cast away all her war-time pow-
er, did Stalin throw rather
hopeful Yalta bargain out the win-
dow. Then did
Soviet Union begin to give
Chinese Communists the active
support they needed to win their
civil war.

There s a lesson in this frag-
ment of the past. At Kaesong, Stal-
in's representatives are preparing
to turn off Korean war as
though it were a leaky water tap
which had been keeping people
awake. The Moscow chorus is al-
ready beginning to sing its exten-
sive repertory of slumber lullabies
for silly statesgen. known
aim is to make 'the Western pow-
ers halt their rearmament and go
to sleep again. For the West to do
so will be suicide. But if the West
now learns the lesson of strength
that was forgotten after Yalta,
there are good reasons to be hope-
ful about the future.
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Bwana Ruark Slays Lion
Big As.Horse And Meaner

By ROBERT

TANGANYIKA
IT IS AGAINST the game laws
of Africa to shoot anything but
vermin, such as hyenas and wild
logs, from a car. Mostly the law
you must be 500 yards away
from the vehicle when you fire,
otherwise the killing of the
fiercest animal is little less than
slaughter.

My guy, Harry Selby, claims
that the closer you are to a beast
the better your chance of killing
him outright, thus preventing the
necessity of going against him in
the bush when be is hurt and mean
and sure to come barreling out at
a rate of about 100 yards per seven
secong

1 recently killed two lions in the
first three days of actual hunting
Both, thank the Lord, were bran
shots, and Brother Selby did not™
bave to back me up. nor did we
have to go plunging into the bush.

We have a Wa-Ikoma tracker
named Kibiriti, who thinks like a
lion and who can produce lions out
of hats, but we didn't need him
on Simba I, whom we named Rus.
sell Nype in honor of his crew-cut
mane.

This old boy was snoozing under
a tree when we spotted him from
the hunting car He looked as big
as a horse, and did turn out to be
a ten-footer. His head seemed as
big as a bale of hay. Selby, the
pro. reconnoitered and decided we
would take him from such-and-
such an angle. | took the scope off
the 375, said a mild prayer, and
prepared to

We revved up Jessica. the jeep,
and passed the lion behind a
clump of brush some 200 yards
away. As the jeep, driven by Ki-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

MOST Capitol observers agree that not in years has there
" becn such a tired, listless. indifferent, do-nothing
gess as the 82nd. The famed 80th Congress,

which President Truman campaigned to victory in 1948,

was @ stem-winder by comparison

Not only has the 82nd Congress failed to pass a sin-
gle appropriation by the end of the

‘name
30, but a g many members don't seem to care. They Theref Senate today spectac]
don't even seem to care that they are being called the a “red herring’ one then Hiss prosecutor  of -n:ua:" m&.ﬁ-ﬁnl‘- mhmn:n::‘puy Mu::
“horse-meat” Congress. with a judgeship: when be calls the Fulbright RFC and working against many of the policies they are su
m,\'e\-cr n my recollection have both morale and morals lmuuh & mxlk o nu:.d posed to push. i
50 low, ip 80 lacking. humself; when vetoes err nat gas then 3. The lurking fear rights really demina
.\l'n:rmmn::l:ﬂlm has l:m been less ﬂ wvmnhml Federal Power e mmmumm.i'ua:mm-bom puhu:;
ism, less patriotism, poor party discipline, never adopts Kerr Bill—Congress knows t an unsteady but which is most basic factor behind Republ
shameless absenteeism. dslomt Congressmen are present nndhhoumm'r‘ell]u H i hist Dixjecrat mn‘:n. = .
in Washingtos only one day a week go_down ory as a cour- Two years ago, when Southern leaders found
O main’ sveming ressons for this ageous Bresident and on his major policies  cormect Truman wes resly serious. sbout Peshing. N csients
political_paralysis: President. But be will alse be known as an unstable, program, they f a coalition with Northern Repud-
L This is the tailend of a tired, uninspired adminis- and in leading Congress, popularity licans—the followers of Abraham Lincoln—to sabotage
tral the of a long period of Democratic and stability is what counts. civil rights in return for Southern help in Blocking
rule. Nobody, except a few incurable optimists, really ex- 's leaders on Capitol Hill are no bet- of Truman's economic program. part
pects this administration to be re-elected, and when that particularly believe in the That 15 why just emough Northern Republicans
frame of mind exists in Congress there can be no party  President’s policies, get discouraged working for him. ways vote with the South to block cloture and to con-
discipline, no leadership. Sam Rayburn, who once held a steady hand tinue any filibuster against civil rights. That is also why
And wif leadership every Congressman adopts the  over the tatives, now doesa’t care you will usually find just enough Southern Democrats vot-
law of the j for himself. of much w keeps or not. Sam is older, more ing with the Republicans and against the Democratic plat-
voting what's good for the country, he votes what's good tired, more in the days when he con- mummdmmwmxzw
for himself or the lobbyists who helped fill his campaign * trolled the umrulv House of Representatives for FDR. measures which the licans oppose.
chest. He knows that, in many legislative, problems, the Those were the days when be pioneered the securities The bipartisan policy has been pretty much
nation’s interest has to be put district’s interest. ﬂmmwmum% on the rocks ever since the death of 's Senator
A -control may dislocate a bundred or 30 poration Act — both great landmarks to his Vi But today a much firmer, never
in his district, but their dislocation may save the carcer. But it's Joustful today H Sam would have the -::'ﬁ-m “has_taken ita place.
H‘:w.:rd--m .‘-h-.nlnn:::'*nhh ance. s L . A . by by « "*-‘nﬁ.
" '+ of Ohio, it
e_.nmumhmc-a-. The law of the lobbyist In the Senate, the President’s leader is a genial, hard. fuu-“.-—-'ummuuuh‘m“ﬁ
and the local interest reigns supreme. working, scared Senator from Arizona, Ernest McFariand, a which will probably go down as one of the
x'lhnl-h-uhhl-}h_ This is mhumﬂhzﬂuhu\“uh“ most. n €

€. RUARK

dogo, ove of the bearers, passed
the clump, Selby and I tumbled
out of the open door and began to
crawl. It seemed to me and if we
crawled for a years.
Harry finally touched me on the
shoulder.

“We're close enough,” he said.
“Get up on one knee and pop him
behind the ear. You've got to go

1 reared up and there was Rus-
sell Nype looking me smack in the
eye at 25 yards with the coldest
yellow stare I ever saw on man
or beast. He opened his mouth
and the fangs were as big as rail-
road spikes, or so, they seemed.
His crew-cut mane made him look
meaner and less dignified than
most lions I have met socially.

has killed
later, which

is what I did.

that the salary of Mr. Herman
nine department heads, be increased to
er much discussion five Councilmen to raise
Mr. Hoose to $7,500, with one other Councilman and
myself voting “no." That was Tuesday night at our
second and last budget meeting.

At our regular mmﬂ)maﬁn‘ at 4 o'clock on

“en, * the move. That is the record if you are

interested in the truth. Explain, if you can, why

you charge this to me?

Now, 1 voted for Mr. Dellinger's motion, along
four other

Mr. Hoose,
important and whose ability, training and services
were as valuable as Mr. Hoose's, men like Walter
Franklin, head of the Water Department and re-

technical sewage disposal plants below the city and
a man who is on the job ofttimes at night and Sun-
days and holidays, a trained, :
known expert,—I felt

jump Hoose's salary away above the other depart
ment heads like Franklin, Ledbetter, Jim Armstrong
and the others, whose departments are lhrger and
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w0 the appropriation to the Good Samaritan Hos-
pital  Om# one-half per cent increase for
white and buildings.

ment, concrete, steel, automobiles, machinery, ete.

Yet you try to discredit me for fighting for

the increase of the salary of a man with a wife
and children making $200 per month or less.

1 just don't care what you say. My conscience

is clear. Just publish this and I will be satisfied.

—BASIL M. BOYD.

not - Where The GOP Stands

RGANTON

Editors, Tz Nrws:
AM not an alarmist, though I can somewhat
agree with your July editorial, “Last Chance For
The GOP." Before I try to enumerate where the

Party for some years past in order to find funda-
mental grounds that have been repudiated.

Zhom e e L
with the
, founding fathers as Jefferson of Jackson. Ou:

can way of life is today with social-
raise d ent only 5 per cent been let : confidence in of* government are
llolna, ;ll department heads would have rece! at the lowest ebb in history.
only a 5 per cent . 1 am not responsible for Now the Republican_side of : The
this, and you know it mmlumdmmd!h*::'wmz
I was not “blowing out of one side of my Party and has been responsible for national unity in
mouth” to court the favor of City loyees to get times of war and in times of peace. They have
their vote again. l-udnpl:muhg.m stood adamantly against slavery, on which today all
paign promise to get them a salary raise to meet lovers of liberty and freedom agree. They have
the increased cost of living, but the $7,500 depart. stood, without change, for protective government
ment head salaries was not in my proposal, but 1 2gainst cheap pauper labor and pauper living
was forced to vote for it after one department head throughout the world. They have been the spon-
was nmb:dnwm'bm‘?uog.m'ml Ao:dmmmm:!-nmdmmmm-
know worth, work value of the gold standard, sound monetary
department heads. p mmmnm;vx’n. L
Neither was I “blowing out of the other side of They stand for the ucer in every callin;
mymwmglolbeumm_'hmlvmlphn ﬂflﬂe.'mhcllbnhmrnplm 'n*rh-v:
the budget on Wednesday. I went through the always sponsored the olive branch and have never
budget at my home at night, after our two budget blown flames of dissension. They believe in free
meetings and checked’the items of and not in forms. They be-
underneh:ézddm mmﬂhl-dlnld'.heccmdl lieve in prosperity by law and mot by war.
n inesday that I noted enough Republicans will in stand
items that 1 believed could be reduced from $300 again larm-ctﬂedmdl::u mm;:m".
to several thousands of dollars, without serious can affairs of government, and if the nation can
to reduce the tax rate more than one cent, be saved even in remnant style the Republican
and that | believed, if we would take a little more  Party can do it, which will again bring confids
time together we could reduce various appropria- perity, peace and contentment to a. peaceable,
tions so that two or three or four cents could be liberty-loving people.

1 think the socalled Industrial Home on the
Salisbury Road is a waste of public money.

1 think we are spending too much money at the
Alrport for the benefit of private air lines—a hall

“million dollars and more.

1 don't think we need to spend $10,000 for a
home for stray dogs, and so on.

Nobody objects to these and expenses,
but when you go to pay employees with families
and dependents more money to meet increased liv-
ing expenses try, at the same time, to cut out
some other things to offset in the
budget, then you cry—*“doubledealing.” You ough
totfhmnleuamln"lmduungndlmmu

Not The Same ‘Dickey’ Hoyle

Editors, The News: RNcoLIoN
‘We beg your co-operation in helping us clear

an innocent person by the same name as an ac-

person.

Richard Alvin “Dickey” Hoyle, our son, is not
the same Dickey Hoyle who has had
.nmmhnmmanwm
has caused so much
clear the matter up. The accused person of
mlrnnem:vu in upper Lincoln County, not in Lin-
col

—MR. AND MRS. GUY L. HOYLE
512 N, Aspen St

'Horse-Meat' Congress Worse Than 80th -

WASHINGTON
Con-

fiscal year, on June

Congress-
feel of the reins
like a team of horses, you can't alternately lash

true both of the White House and of the Democratic leaders

is like & team of horses. It knows from the
whether the driver is competent, and, no
Congress-

»
at his home state than




