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BLUEPRINTING THE CITY OF THE FUTURE

LOTTE'S present needs and future
requirements have been sharply pin-

The Planning Board has released its Sup-
plement to the Master Plan of 1949 which
brings together the loose ends of our defi-
elencies and blueprints a logical program for
solving the problems.

The Board's grasp of the City's needs was
emphasized by recent news reports that resi-
dents of Wendover Hills were complaining
about a lack of water pressure. The Supple-
ment cites the problem of improved water
facilities for newly-developed areas and sug-
gests “construction of elevated storage tanks
in the Dilworth and Plaza sections, and in
other areas where water pressure is low.”

In a foreword to the Supplement the Board
says:

“When Charlotte’s population eased above
the 100,000 mark in the 1940 census, the tran-
sition from town to city was conceded and
complete.

“It a city with many deficiencies — a
eity too big, too fast, for the limited
facilities which had been developed to meet
the public need.”

‘The Master Plan of 1949 summarized the
basic needs and outlined plans for meeting
the needs. The Supplement of 1851 brings
the Master Plan up to date and affords a
elear and well-charted course for the orderly
development of Charlotte into a metropolis.

‘The Board, under the leadership of Chair-
man Alexander F. Schenck, is concerned
about streets, the water system, the sewerage

street names all of which are given
full sections in the Supplement. And about
the Police and Fire Deparfments, traffic and
parking, parks and playgrounds, the Library,
Health Department, urban redevelopment
and city beautification.

The Supplement proposes a revision of the
Master Plan to provide for a north-south ar-
terial street west of Tryon, pointing out “that
the heaviest traffic demand is" for the in-
clision of such a route in the City's street

Other recommendations in the street
section are for completion of the grade cross

on an assessment basis and emphasis on the
establishment of setback lines to permit
street widening in congested areas.

The Board found need for completion of
water system improvements, enlargement of
the department’s shop facilities, adoption of
a 10-year scientific program of revisions in
the service to meet changing needs and satis-
factory water pressure in areas where ex-

 isting pressure if inadequate.

The Supplement says the sewerage system
capacity is falling behind the needs of a fast-
growing community and recommends en-
largement of the Sugaw Creek pfd Irwin
Creek disposal plants and a stud§ of the up-
town mains to determing which must be re-
placed or supplemented.

The confusion caused by the repetition and
street names resulted in this recommenda-
tion:

“The evidence points conclusively to the
need for early and total correction of the
confusion by changing the names of those
streets which are involved in the duplicate
or group list. The Planning Board recom-
mends that course of action to the City Coun-
cil as a courageous, essential and progressive

The Board quoted Fire Chief Charles,
Police Chief Littlejohn and Postmaster Wil
son about the cost as well as the confusion
created by similar street names. Fire Chief
Charles told the Board that the department
occasionally has to make a double response
in order to assure protection of the property
at risk.

The Board renews its suggestion for estab-
lishment of precinct police stations, erection
of new fire stations, appointment of a munic-
ipal parking authority, continued develop-

ent of a recreation program, new Public
Library buildings for whites and Negroes,
consolidation of City and County Health De-
partments and the activation of a city beauti-
fication committee.

‘The Supplement testifies to the zeal,
knowledge and judgment of Commissioners
Schenck, Thies, Chapman Guthery, Roberts
and Engineer Marshall and is an important
to Charlotte’s future. The

ing program, of the
southwest link of Independence Blvd., widen-
" ing of a number of heavily traveled streets,
opening of dead end streets, inauguration of
a neighborhood street and sidewalk program

PLUMMER STEWART

Cmm in and North
Carolina in general lost the services of
a valuable citizen with the passing of Plum-
mer Stewart.

Mr. Stewart, a native of Union County,
had spent much of his life in Mecklenburg
and made many substantial contributions to
the progress of the county and the welfare
of its people.

Perhaps, a measure of his stature is indl-
eated by his professional assoclates in the
practice of the law: Senior Judge John J.
Parker of the United States Court of Ap-
peals; Superior Court Judge William H. Bob-
bitt, the veteran barrister, John A. McRae
to name only three with whom he had.-been
associated.

Honors came to him early in life when he
made a shining record as a student at Trinity
College: He attained success as a teacher
in the public schools and then entered the

framework has been outlined. It is up to
the City Council and the people to see that
the studied recommendations of these ex-
perts are put into effect as fast as possible.

profession that he was to grace for half a
century, the practice of law.

Although his law practice kept him busy,
he found the time to serve the city as an
alderman and vice mayor, as a state legis-
lator and as a member of the Charlotte
School Board for six years and subsequently
as chairman of the County School Board for
a likp period. In World War I he was coun-

«ty food administrator and World War 11

saw him serving with the Department of
Justice. He was for many years an active
member of the Methodist Church, serving as
a steward of Trinity and its successor, the
First Methodist Church, for two score years.
He also taught Sunday School for many
years.

Mr. Stewart was unselfish In his devotion
to the public interest and gave a full meas-
ure of service to the community and to the
state.

IN A WASHINGTON ELEVATOR

cCARTHY and Acheson went for a ride
together the other day.

The vehicle was an elevator in the Sen-
ate Office Building. The Senator entered
first, then, quite by chance, in popped the
Becretary of State.

The conversation, reported the AP, went

ke this:

“I'm Joe McCarthy™

*I'm Dban Acheson.”

‘Then they shook hands and smiled for the
birdie.

Tax News approves of such rides by men
of conflicting viewpoint. Wooshing through
space shoulder to shoulder puts men, at least
figuratively, in the same boat.

If the elevator would break down, the ef-
fect might be even better—no end of camara-
derie could develop. We recall one occasion
when an elevator stuck for several minutes
between floors. Those of us who shared the
experience became fast friends. It was
rather like, we imagined, being adrift on a
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raft together in the South Pacific. Or at
least being jointly surprised by our wives at
a poker party. Definitely a kindred feeling.

The elevator treatment, it seems, collld

well be applied to several

Right Next To The A-Bomb

Human Fertility Seen As World Danger

By ALTON L. BLAKESLEE
Associated Press Science Reporter
W YORK

NE'
“NEXT to the atom bomb, the most ominous force
in the world today is uncontrolled human fer-
tility," declares Robert C. Cook, managing editor
dil

It is making Americans dumber each gener:

on. There is a steady decline in the nation's av-
erage intelligence because the less intelligent are
producing more babies than the more intelligent,
Eventually we may become “a nation of near half-

wits”,

The world is producing far more babies than
it has food or other resources to support. The
daily increase jumans is nooo about 47
a minute. At this rlla‘ '-hl earth will have four
billion humans by the year 2,000, compared with
2's billions now. Even now, more than two-thirds
of the peaple of the world do ot get enough to

Oiok spells out the dangers in a mew book,
“Human Fertility: The Modern Dilemma” (Wm.
Sloane Associates, Inc.).

lan, he explains, un-llu.nlll has put himself
into the business of human evolut!

BEATING BACK ILLNESS AND lPIDtIICS

Medical and health advances are largely re-
sponsible. Epidemics and sicknesses are being con.
trolled, saving bables and adults, deferring death,
Natural selection of the more fit, by disease and
hardship, is interfered with. But birth rates stay
about the same.

is greater efficiency of survival cuts the
need for fertility in human ook _says.
Fewer babies arc needéd to keep the population
balanced or growing moderately. But humans
still are as potentially fertile as ever, and in many
lands their fertility is near a maximus

Intelligence is declinin ause Amenclm are
not controlling their fertile equally, he writes.

Today “about onesixth of the population of
the United States, situated largely in depressed
rural aress, is supplying more than Onehalf the
ch'lldl'!n who will make up the next [enerlllun of
cil ”

Economic standards of living are not the yard.
stick of intelligence, but the fact is that the more
successful people in art, science, business and (o
fessions are being outbred by the less s

In England, a royal commission in 1949 con-
cluded that “the average intclligence quotient of
the British people was declining about two points
every !

tagonists. For instance, what could do mon
to pour oil on the troubled waters of the
Persian_Gulf than a cozy ascension by Mo-
hammed Mossadegh and Clem Attlee? And
of course another pair of candidates would
be Truman and MacArther. Perhaps their
solitary confinéfent would remind them of
their tetea-tete at Wake Island, and they
would emerge arm in arm agreed on Asian
policy.

Yes, then there's Frank Costello and Sen-
ator Tobey. But how would the elevator
respond if these two men entered? Would
it rise to the heavens, inspired by the incan-
tations of the devout New Englander? Or
would it descend to the depths upon gruff
command from the king of the underworld?

TRY THE TOWHEE

T close-sounding commotion in the
faraway woods may be the sgratching

of a vagrant hen or the housekeeping op-
eration of a forgetful squirrel, churning the
Jeaves in memory of a hidden nut. The
chances are, however, and the chances are
stronger if it is an early mountain morning
or a late afternoon when the feeding station
chances are that it is a towhee.

* Some folk find no bird more attractive or

found in North Carolina but the red-eyved
towhee is the most familiar of the lot.

Whether the eyes are red or white, they
are extremely sharp. Crumbs scattered on
the ground will bring the towhee gliding
and bounding out of a distant bush. He will
feed complacently though humans stand
almost within arm's reach. His eternal
scratching in the leaves and the tall grass
mark him however as a worker and not as
a bird waiting around for a handout.

Try the towhee for size, friendliness and
general observation. As a companion of lawn
and woods, he wears pretty well.

A recent filler said: “Dairy cow popula-
tion of the United States is two cows to each
13 persons.” Now, if anybody asks you how
-mmhhn-mluthovnmdm

“The same pattern exists in the United States,
where the experts consider a similar decline to be

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

a ‘moral certainty’. The rate of decline has not
yet been determined exactly. But if this trend
continues for less than a century, England and
America will be well on the way to becoming na-
tions of near h
The answer, Cuok says, is to get at least more
equality or parity in the reproduction rates among
all bl:‘]'ﬁ].l of muluunce. from superior to average
or belo
Ui h‘nlled fertility that causes over-popula
lion is ravaging the earth of resources, he writes.
IRTHS UP, DEATHS DOWN
Puerto Rico is an example of what happens
when man gets into the evolution business, he
vlrllel.
American science cut th! death rate in half.
The birth rate showed some increase. popula-
tion more than doubled ln 50 years and now
llmds at uoo.ooo That means 845 persons per
mile, less than one-third of an acre to
leed. clothe lnd sh!llu each one.
erto Ricans began emigrating.
rl!e l.hl population would double in another 24

In Japan, since the American occupation
gan, the death rate has been reduced, but m
birth rate remains unchanged. It is estimated, he
says, there are 500,000 to 750,000 abortions a
yur “because ple were going to have to bring
chlldren into a world where there was not enough
Abortions for economic reasons were ap-

toved by the Japanese Diet. So was birth con-
irol, be writes, but birth control has not been
put into effect to any great e .

n ndis, five milion humans have died of star-
vation in a single year. Asia can explode from
population pressure f death rates are reduced by
health measures without accompanying control of

ilizing their popula-
tions, - notably Sweden, France and Ireland, he

l|| 1845, Ireland had more than 8,000,000
sons. A million or more died in the great pomo
famine, others emigrated. Today Ireland has about

,000,000 population, and “the Irish live much
better than their British neighbors.” The stabiliz-
ing was accomplished primarily by “few and late
marriages.”

Cook holds out hope the people of the world
can solve the population problem.

“No one likes to see his children die of star-
vation and diseases. Survival depends increasingly
upon a dynamic balance of the number of mouths
and the food to fill them. Give the people the
truth and they will take the necessary steps to
balance their numbers."

LONDON
Arrn OBSERVNG the appall-
inl effects of the MacArthur
on this side of the

gone mad) any sensible man must
hesitate to contribute ‘Io the cla-

important for people at home to
understand the secret mainspring
of recent British policy in the Far
Lut and elsewhere. k& 1k
This reporter got his first 3
ling of the mun while Inlklnl
o a high official of the Labor
government who is notable both for
proven personal courage and
sound poligical judgment. The pos-
sibility of A war this year, touched
off by a Soviet attack on Yugo-
slavia, was under discussion. Sud-
denly the official ceased to lpel.l.
gazing for a while lhrouxh
window at Whitehall, rain sodden
but bravely cheerful 'ﬂh festival
decorations. Then he burst out
with unexpected vehemence:

“If war must come this year, it
must come this year; I for one
want no Munichs. But you must
realize that if war breaks out as
soon as that, it will be the end of
these Islands, the end of Europe
as we know it, the end of almost
everything that is precious to us.

Somehow, one hopes, it can be
at least staved off until a mini-
mum defense is ready.”

THE UTH

Later investigation made it clear
Qh.l the official was informally
ting what is in fact the basic,
uﬂlchlly recognized chief factor in

currenl ‘British policy making.
truth is simple enough. The

Brithh do not yet possess an ef-,

lldent air defense. Until an air

nse is built up, their chiefs of
Ill" hlvl told the cabinet that the
country can be devastated beyond
repair by atomic bombs in Soviet
hands.

Furthermore, if war breaks out
before the Kremlin has built up a
big_stock of atomic bombs, it
s also clear that this country, the

chief Western stronghold.on this
side of the Atlantic, will be the
prime Soviet target. This is
cause the Soviet can theoretically
get relatively decisive results here
in Britain with a_ small atomic
stock, whereas a substantial stock
will be needed for a successful at-
tack on the vastly larger, more dis-
persed and far more distant Amer-
ican industrial complex. The more
brilliant American planners and
strategists concur with their Brit-
ish colleagues in this analysis of
probable Soviet tactics.

These grim facts touched off a
grave Uebate within_ the British
cabinet when a more adequate
defense program was first pro-

posed last Summer. At that time, '

the more left-wing ministers ac-

tually advocated neglecting Brit-
ain's Atlantic pact obligaf

bombproaf shelter. ‘More recently,

the
British Chle(l of Sull to nk Wlll-
ington for loans of aircraft and
other equipment, in order to pro-
vide Britain with a lll’l)llle'r air
defense without further d

But since the whole Well!rll air

to eighteen months more

pass before a reasonable lﬂd o(
security is attained. Meanwhile
Britain's vulnerabilty to atomic
attack will remain a inal
fiuence on British policy mak.

inl.unhnbeendur(n past

When this aspect of Brlhlnl
situation is considered, a
many puzling questions becamﬁ
much easier to answer. For ex-
ample, most Americans have
failed to understand why the Brit-
ish did not change their policy to-
wards Peking immediately after
the Chinese Communist aggression
in Korea, which finally proved PQ-
king's ill will towards the Wes
Again, very few Americans hl\l
been able fo explain the almost in-
sane apprehension aroused even in
the highest circles in London by
fhe more mnduoqnem and belli-
gerent ‘nluru of Douglas
MacArthus

The rnl clue to these puzles
lies, of course, in the aboveset-
forth, and .ip the resulting desire
of the British to gain .
rebuild their defenses at almost
any cost. use they do not
think the American Government
has the same reasons for caution,
even British Cabinet ministers
and top military leaders have oc-

nally succumbed to the idea
{hat the United States was court
ing a world war, might lud-
denly begin to :cuner atomie
bombs like pepper,

It may be said, lnd ‘with some
justice, that even partial appease-
ment never pays and that in any
case the British ought to have
ceen to their own defenses long
ago. But this sphere of defense is
one in which American leadership
has long been acknowledged. P‘l";l-

when
he decided to forget about the
whole Western defense problem
after the 1048 election. Fornter
Secretary of Defense Louis John-
son made matters much worse by
carefully dismantling the long es-
tablished machinery of Anglo-
American_collaboration, and thus
opening the way for every sort of
misunderstanding. This was when
the rot

GRIN 'N BEAR IT

By Lichty

“Splendid progress, Mrs. Sneedby .
drop today, this unit wouldn't need more thon o week

to get out of “each other's way!

l

2\ 4L
. if an A-bomb should

Senator Wanted To Put Pearson In Jail

WASHINGTON

HE question of whether “Drew Pearson should go to

jail” following publication of the minutes and a sup-

pressed report of the Senate Banking & Currency Com-

mittee was threshed out before a stormy two-hour secret
scssion of that committee last week.

Chief promoter of “stripes for Pearson™ was Indiana’s
Sen. Homer Capehart, the musicbox king, who strongly
objected to this column’s publication of excerpts from the
Senate committee’s investigation of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad and the RFC.

t had first demanded that Chairman Maybank
Carolina interrupt the Banking & Currtncy Com-
hold

:pm.l meeting to find out where Punon got his nery
Instead Maybank called the committee together 45 min-
utes early. But the Indiana Senator didn't finish his ram-
page in 45 minutes and tied up the Senators all morning.

Meanwhile, Secretary of Defense Marshall waited half
a day to testify.

“Here is a situation where the secret minutes of this
committee have been stolen,” Capehart raged. “I want to
know how Pearson got them. 1 want to put him under
subpoena. 1 want to call him before this committee, and
if he refuses to answer I propose that we put him in j

Senator Capehart was referring to this column’s re-
velation that the B & O had cooked up a “fictitious” bank-
ruptcy with the collusion of the Reconstruction Finance
Corp., and thus was able to postpone repayment of an

000, ent loan until 1965. This also froze
control of the railroad ln the hands of Jesse Jones' RFC
henchmen at salaries or three times what they got

As p result, the uncovering of scandals inside the
RFC was postponed four years. If they had been exposed
at that time—1947—the taxpayers would have been saved
a Jot of money later.
aTen or twelve times during the secret committee meet-
ing last week, Capehart repeated: “I want Pearson put
under subpoena. | want him put nn the stand. [ want
him mled for contempt "

However, other Senstors did not agree.

“It would give Pearson a million dollars worth of pub-
Ticity," remonstrated Senator Benton of Connecticut, who
made a million dollars himself with the New York adver-
tising firm of Benton & Bowles.

“I'm a newspapermal said Sen. Blair Moody of
Michigan who was formerly with The Detroit News “and
1 can tell you that Pearson would simply refuse to reveal
his source. Then where would we be?”

“If you do wbpoem Pearson,” drawled Fulbright of
Arkansas mischievously. “I want to be sure that we sub-
poena Walter Trohan. t0o.” He referred to the Washing-
ton correspondent of The Chicago Tribune, who has been
suspected of getting leaks from The Tribune's close friend,
Capehart.

“You would only pour gasoline on the fire," admon-
ished Senator Bricker of Ohio, a Republican close to
Capehart. “In Ohio we have a law giving a newspaper-
man the privilege of refusing to reveal his sources. Why
don't you forget it, Homer? Or make a speech about
Pearson on the Senate floor*™

Vote Of Confidence
CAPEHAR T, however, kept insisting that Pearson be sub-
*“ poenaed. Finally, when he could get no support from
any Senator except Robertson of Virginia, who claimed
Pearson had been critical of his colleague Senator Byrd,
Capehart switched his strategy. He proposed that the
committee “invite” Pearson to testify in executive session
rather than fsuing a subpoena. This, however, was also

turned down.

the Indiana Senator demanded a vote of conli-
from the committee in refutation of this column's

charge that Capehart had "sunprmed" the B & O report.
But t\en this was bnuhed asid
, Homer," remmutnled kindly Mnal.or Douglas

of llllnou. “the minutes say that you did ordcr the B & O
report placed under lock and key and that you did specify
that no word be given lo the press. Of course, I don't
think you did anything wrong. but I'd wun! to read the
record before I voted on a motion like that.”

However, the Indiana Senator persisted. “I want 8
vote of confidence in my honesty,” he kept rcpeating.

But the vote was not taken. Instead, several Sen-
id they had full confidence in him. In the end,
however, the meeting which was called to investigate
Pearson ended up by investigating the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad and the suppressed report of its dealings with

RFC.

Tobey Accuses

IS turn of atfairs came after Schoeppel of Kansas de-
manded that Ex-Chairman Tobey, author of the sup-
pressed report, be called before the committee. It is some-
what irregular for a fellow Senator 1o be subjected to cross
examination. However, Tobey not only stoutly denied
giving out the minutes, but claimed he didn't even know
they existed.

Then. flushing with indignation, he went on to de-
nounceiie RFC-B & O loan as a “scandal”.

“This affair smells unto Heaven. 'robq shouted.

me committee members didn't want \hz report pub-
lumd and they put it under lock and ki

Then looking straight at his fellow Repubhun Cape-
hart, who sat sti{f as a ramrod, Tobey charged that “B & O
officials even passed notes to committee members.” He
referred to the fact that Capehart has almitted asking
questions on behall of B & O lawyers who sat behind
im.

"After Tobey's fiery testimony, Michigan's Senator
suggested: “In view of what the
ampshire has said, 1 move that the
vhole case be investigated.”

uglas of Illinois agreed, and Chairman Maybank
nppod “llt.l ruled.”




