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‘How Is One
To Determine
Quantity X?

Executive Editor
= :_ SR By STEWART ALSOP
- s WASHINGTON
WITH INTENSE reluctance but
obedience to

SORDID BUSINESS IN MISSISSIPPI

E is fust one bright spot in the Hoey ‘

subcommittee’s report on Federal job-
selling in Mississippi—the practice has been

Other than that, the 15000-word report
is a hardhitting indictment of the sordid.
corrupt deeds” of the “rump"” Mississippi
Democratic National Committee, set up in
1940 and reco by the Democratic Na-
tional Committee as the patronage-dispensing
agency in that Dixiecrat stronghold.”

The scheme was simple, but effective.
Federal job-seekers were informed that “vol
untary™ contributions would smooth the way
for their applications. Most of the applicants
‘were people of modest means who had never
before contributed to a political party. Yet
they. Begged or borrowed the money and
handed over their donation to the committee.

Although the Hoey subcommittee found
no evidence that the National Democratic
Committee had received any of the money,
It charged the committee with being “re-
sponsible for turning over Federal patron-

F there is any one lesson to be learned
from the MacArthur hearings on foreign
policy, it is that a bit of foresight is 'nrﬂl
a great deal more than a wealth of hii
sight. Yet the Congress, which should

" learned that lesson well by now, seems

strangely unaware of it.

‘There is a growing temptation—and signs
of it are seen in the several moves to weaken
price controls and credit restrictions—to ig-
nore the re and base an extension of
the Defense Production Act on the present.
In that direction lies certain error, for the
signs of the present are deceptive indeed.

Congressmen 100k at a probable
budget surplus of some $7 billion this year,
‘whistle with surprise, and shed their frowns
of worry. They take note of bulging in-
ventories across the nation, increased pro-
duction of civilian goods, and a rash of price
wars. By the time they are through with
their cursory examination, fhey have been

for the

age" to the pro-Truman Mississippi group,
which collected at least $65,000 in two and a
half years, $42,000 from contributions and
$21,000 from Jefferson-Jackson Day dinners.
These figures probably “do not represent
the total amounts handled by the commit.
tee.’ the Hoey report added.

Since the jobselling racket was first ex-
posed in the Semate by Senators Eastland
and Stennis of Mississippi, the Democratic
National Committee has withheld patronage
from the pro-Truman state group. The dam-
age has already been done. however, and the
fabric of political morality has had new holes
torn in it.

A special assistant attorney general has
been sent to Mississippi to initiate a Federal
Grand Jury investigation, and to assist in the
trial of any criminal prosecution that might
result. SUEf jail sentences for the handful of
officers who “usurped” the powers of the
Mississippi committee and turned them to
corrupt purposes may deter others {rom
selling jobs and influence.

' BEYOND THE HORIZON, INFLATION

of some $50 billion a year by Winter. That
will gobble up an increasing quantity of the
raw materials now going into production
for the civilian markets. It will, simultane.
ously, require a greater labor force, setting
up the competition for labor that puts a
great pressure on wage ceilings. It will,
furthermore, loose tremendous new spending
power which, in the face of civilian shortages,
will relentlessly force prices up.

All of these things are certain, for Con-
gress has planned the defense program that
way. Yet that temporary budget surplus
and the temporaty. plethora of civilian sup-
plies makes for a pleasant present, and Con-
gress seems unwilling to face up ‘to the
unpleasant future,

Economic experts like Bernard Baruch
and industrial etperts like, Defense Mobilizer
Charles Wilson have warned Congress that
the antiinflation program needs strengthen-
ing lnli!-d of weakening. Yet their sage

properly
of the various special irterests, each trying
in its soothing and persuasive way, to get out
from under any controls.

Yet the future h much more grim. The
defense program, which only recently has
pkhﬂup from lu lll billion a year rate to

b year, will grow to a rate

W Ihll General MacArthur has returned
fo New York from his first venture on
the hustings, the political experts are trying

“to fathom his intentions. Will he stick to

diplomatic-military issues in his forthcoming
speeches? Or will he—as he did in Fort
‘Worth, Texas — jump smack into domestic
controversies?

_At Fort Worth the General ignored the
Korean War and the ramifications thereof.
He lashed out at “internal subversion and

and detail over
our daily life ., . . the drift away from our

system of free .
lhdrmmndmthemlo(hmucn

+ -« the drift toward Socialism . , , the tax

When he landed at San Francisco, Gen-
eral MacArthur intoned “I have no, political
aspirations whatsoever” At Madison, Wis-
consin, he reiterated his pledge to stick to an
issue “higher than politics”.
said “no” to a reporter' who asked him if
he would seek the Presidency.

Yet none of these statements would seem
to shut the door on a candidacy for the Pres-

In Texas he

advice | to be ignored. The re-

sult will be “that the millions of American
people who are not in producing and selling
lines and who, hence, have no way to ride
the tide of inflation, will suffer untold and
unnecessary hardship, just because a polit-
Jcal-minded Congress refuses to do its clear
and unmistakable duty.

THUR- THE POLITICIAN s,

ident. And even if the Presidency proved
beyond his reach, the General would get a
full measure of grim satisfaction out of help-
ing defeat the Administration that booted
him out so ignobly and so clumsily.
& Nonetheless, MacArthur should realize
that much of the respect and dignified" treat-
merft that has been accorded him stems from
a realization that he is an outstanding expert
on military affairs. That is his field. Once
he begins dabbling in politics, much of his
lustre will be stripped away from him for,
in case he's forgotten, American politics is
often a very dirty business indeed.

And another thing. As the Christian
Science Monitor has pointed out, the Genml.

* during his long years in the Far East,

a faithful reader of the Hearst and McCor-
mick press and his-Fort Worth speech echoed
Chicago Tribune editorials on the state of
the nation. Before the General qualifies
himself as an expert on domestic politics,
he should read a few other newspapers. Not
all of them agree with The Tribune and the
Hearst papers that our democracy is on its
Tast legs.

THE 82ND ‘WORST" CONGRESS

ET us hope the time never comes when
the fate of the nation hangs upon fast,

these past few days would weaken the anti.
inflation program instead of strengthening
it.

there are

of
procrastination that shames any of its prede-
cessors—even the 80th “worst” Congress.
The Congress has been meeting, all right
(although attendance is noticeably slender
Friday through Monday). And the
exéreising their vocal

i

i
i
g
i
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Congress hasn't
a
wre. It has given no thought to the whopping

Lo
lore—more than a dezen of them are now in
progress. And there are the customary Sum-
mer junkets at taxpayers' expense to all
parts of the globe, to check up on business
that Congress has not yet got around to
doin,

Imagine the tempest it would stir up_in
Congress if some of the executive depart.
ments dragged their heels in such an uncon-
scionable fashion!

Red tape is not the exclusive property
of bureaucracy. The Congress is one of the
worst offenders of all. It has the power
reorganize itself and streamline some of the
archaic functions, but it has consistently re-
fused to tackle the job realistically through
the ‘years. The net product is the 82nd
Congress -\ lazy, irresponsible, hume.lmt,
mymdntlln

like that. A planoplaying dog — well, it
staggers the belief.

There is, for instance, the matter of rep.
ertoire. Could the little fellow beat out any
thing better, say, than the Barcarolle from
the Tails from Hoffman?

Govérnor Scott says it will take 200 to
hogs for the.

“near_future, the whole

higher authority ' instilled many
years ago, this reporter recently
complied with a headmaster's re-
quest to speak at the graduation
exercises of a boys' school he
once ingloriously attended, The top-
ie was the exi lingly general one
of “The World Situation.”

1t appeared likely that boys be-
tween the ages of twelve and sev-
enteen might soon begin to throw
spitballs or worse, if subjected to
the sort of rather detailed political
report which usually appears
lhu space. It therefore seemed
in simple self-defense, to
mmk again about the world situ
tion, and to try to reduce it to its
essentials, as in a problem in first-
year algebra. The problem has
four main elements.

A) The first element is a pow-
erful nation, controlling much of
the population and land area of the
earth, aggressive and expansionist
by its very nature, unalterably and
intensely hostile to the United

B) This pclmu-l enemy will
quife soon — by if the ac-
cepted ullm-hl n! Soviet atomic
production are correct — have the
weapons needed fo wound this
country most savagely, perhaps al-
most mortally;

€) The United States has, and
will continue to have, the capacity
to destroy most of the industrial
potential (and a high proportion of
the population) of the Soviet
Union, in case of war.

D) But in case of war in the
Eurasian
continent will be overrun by the
Soviets and their satellites, the an-

ves w
most r\llhleuly uprooted, and the
war will thus become at least in

lenu a war which cannot be

s..my it Whould be possible to
examine A, B, C, and D, as a
student examines a problem
mathematics, and come up with
&n answer, X. But what is X?

One X is surrender — and that
is of course ruled out. Another X
is embodied in the old rule, “kill
o7 be killed”: _destroy your poten-
tial enemy before he has what is
required to destroy you. There is
a certain awful logic in this re-
sponse. In some ways, it seems
the kind of answer which might be
marked “correct™ on a school ex-
amination paper.

Yet for all sorts of reasons, this
particular X has been rejected. Th
Teasons are good reasons, They in-
clude the moral and political im-
plications of initiating a war which

most our allies de-
stroyed; the fact that an_atomic
war started by the United States

n hard-
Iy be called.an “answer” — was
officially accepted by the Ameri-
can Government shortly after the
Soviets exploded their first atomic
bomb. This X was embodied in the
now famous state paper, NSC 68.
Essentially, NSC 68 calls for such
a rapid build-up of strength by this
country and its allies that a sort
of nervous balance of power can
be maintained, even when the So-

s have achieved a decisive
stockpile of bombs.

Yet any school-boy can see wlul
is involved in this answer. If the
calculated risk is to have any
chance at all of p:yml oll it is
absolutely essential So-
viets should be -lm

When Does He Start Posting Some Grades? -

Collected By Bill Sharpe

"TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

The Insouciant Winner
(Southern Pines Pilot)
Lt those Yankees who believe that Southern-
ers are barefooted and il e pause in reflection.
Shod in a plaid vest, blue nhm with pink shoe-
laces and chartrcuse socks, Irving Belz, age 13,
from Tenncssee, won the championship of the 24th
annual, national spelling bee last w
ing gf his winning word, "mmunln(." clunclenud
ths Dehupivr of Irving who seemed perfectly confi-
dent and carefree
His prize is 3300 and a trip to New York. Un-
dotibtedly, $300 15 appreciated, even in Tennessee,
but from the trip to New York we can't imagine
what Irving wouid gain. They can't even spell up
there. The runncr-up, Michael Arating, of Brook-
Iyn, got Ian(‘y with the word “cuisine” and tried to
put a “q” in it. Heaven knows what he would
Bive done if e hnd gotien to ~insouciant *
hey are not only insouciant in Tennuue but
they are smart as well, Irving's younger
Saul, age 9, who was sitting in the ll)dlente in
answer to the pronouncen call of “consomme" un-
concernedly ans ;

Deflation
(We the People)

The lives of our more remotely settled moun-
taineers are colored by a faith that is no longer
very strong in the city dweller. Take patent medi-
cine testimonials, for instance.

For a vacation, one of our he-man movie stars
chose to rough it in the Ozark Mountains.
day he was strutting his stuff before a crows
the village store, when one native inquired:
ain’t I seen \nu somewhere?"

“1 we ‘t be surprised.” the celluloid lu-ro
replied. p.cum has been in all the newspapers
and magazines—many times!"

“I knowed it:" the moumllnnr rxcll\med. “Tell
me, mister, What wn ynu cured of?”

Intimate
(Raleigh Spotlight)

Displaying her wedding gifts, the b
one from the groom' Arm buddy.

ide came to

very great strength, not only in
this country but also in western
Europe, by 1852-53. And already,
especiaily since the tactical v\t~
tories in Korea, there are renewed
signs of the complacency which
led President Truman and Louis
Johnson, before the Korean war
began, to scuttie NSC 68 almost as
soon as they had lnlemnly ap-
gmwd it. Surely, since'the very

the graduating rl--n‘ of thig
and other years can look forward
to is a frightened world existing
in an intensely insecure armed
truce. it is worth making a serious
«and indeed painful effort to build
the strength wholly necessary to
achieve even this.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

these g&! e said.
\nwel.l and washcloths with HIS and HERS on lhem.
but,” she blushed, “this is even more personal.”

And she held up an olive-drab blanket with
the letters US stamped in the middle,

Slim Volunteers
(Greenshoro News)
urists remember a long time the place where

they got a really {ine meal; they remember because
even a one-army urist can count them on his fin-
Rers. Someone interested in tourism in Tarheelia
ought to get up v annual competition, with prizes,
for cooks at a place where they can meet from ali
over lh! state and vie with one another in their
pecialties of barbecue, fried chicken, country ham,
roiled bluefish, et cetera.

Come to think of it, we believe editorial writers
would make the best judges for such a contest.

WASHINGTON nally came across

Twin Plague
(Florence Morning News)

‘or generations the South was kept poverty.
stricken by one-<crop economy and one-party poli-
tics. We are licking the problem of a one<crop
economy bul one-party politics is with us still.

-crop agriculture has come by applying
sound mlelll[ﬂlce to our agricultural potential, Two-
arty politics will come when the same sort of
“sound intelligence” is applied to Soulhern politics.
But good sense and political patronage are not bed-
fellows.
“ee

99 Is About Right

(Asheville Citizen)

Another difficulty is the relatively painless law
for dope offenders. The maximum Federal penalty
for third offenders is only five years. Certainly it
lh:uld be 20 years, as a bill before Congress pro-
vides.

As for dope peddling to juveniles we would not
bunl an eye if the law read 99 years for a first of-

.« There is no crime in our opinion which
dmdw d!eper into the slime of human cupidity
than making dope addicts .al children.
e

Rarely In Court
(Laurinburg Exchange)

Here in Laurinburg, for instance,
of everyday observation that big bu: ind trucks
speed along the streets. They pass all kinds of traf-
fic at street intersectior ind pay little, if any atten-
tion, to speed limits or other traffic regulations, Bu
who ever saw onc of them in court answering to a
charge of traffic violation?

It's Different
lylelvl.lh Mountaineer)
onym that Webster's Dictiondry
flat"—but there are times when
are decidedly not interchangeable,
Herschel mpp., principal of Beaverdam school,
comments, “If you tell a man he is level-headed,
he swells with pride and throws out his chest. But
Jjust try telling him he’s a flathead! You're what
is apt to get thrown out .
.

Not A Heathen
(Camen Chronicie)

A Chicago man was returning to his home on
a street car the other day when the strap he was
holding on f0 broke with a jerk as the car swung
around a result he landed squarely
in the lap. of & worsan pesrengi Ia fhe covr why
became infuriated and called him a heathen, ‘We'd
say he was a Lap-'ander,

Cee

Those Helpful Days
l!!I!y Wllael rll'nlni Messenger)

government is tinkering with
the Mu nl Iemnl ellhtul pay their igcome tax at
their local bank. The scheme won't prove popu-
lar. Most folks like that few days grace it takes
a check to clear {rom Greenshoro,

a matter

((vu for “hvcl"

was _approximately

_Another GOP

Loss Could -
Be A-Making

By MARQUIS CHILDS  ~

WASHINGTON
¥, A LITTLE more than a year
Chicago will be the milling,
moiling center of u great political
convention. The publicans will
be meeting to select their candi-
dates for President and Vice-Presi.
dent.

Since they will have been out of
power for twenty years it will in-
evitably be a do-or-die convention,

As was pointed out at the time of
the late Sen. Arthur Vandenberg's
death, he was the last RepuhUm
Senator to serve in the Senatéd
while a Republican Mmmismunn
was in the White House. In other
words, except for a few members
House, all Republicans
now in Congress have made their -
careers solely as oppositionists.

1f we are to have a vital and
functioning two-party system the
time is overdue when the opposi-
tion party should present the vot.
ers with a workable and appealing
alternative to the Administration o
long in power. But anyone who
looks candi-'y at the divisions
wi‘hin the GOP ind this includes
some of the less passionately parti-
san Republicans in Senate and
House — must doubt whether this
is possible in 1952.

SAFE GROUND

When Sen. Owen Brewster of
Maine predicts that his great and
good friend, Sen. Robert A. Taft of
Ohio, will be the Republican nom-
inee he is on pretty safe ground.
One must add quickly that he is
on safe ground so far as the situa-
tion of the present moment is con-
cerned. The Taft organization with
in the party is thorough, pervasive
and powerful. The feeling prevails
among faithful Republicans that
“Bob deserves his chance.”

e champion of MacArthur
and the leader of the opposition on
the troops-to-Europe issue, candi-
date Taft would have the fervent
support of Republicans in the Mid-
dle West states. But in the East
many in his own party would be
lJukewarm at best. one of s
Hcpuhl!cm colleagues in the Sen.
ate put

"They -y that Dewey was guilty
of me, too-ism. You can turn that
around lnd rlurge Taft with too
much me-ism.

This ‘\ll a reference to Taft's
habit in recent months of speak-
ing up on every subject with spe-
cial emphasis on foreign policy. To
some Republicans he has seemed
bent on carving out the party’s po-
sition in every slightest aspect of
policy. While Taft's assertiveness
has prevented other Republican
views from becoming anything like
as widely known, this ‘has not
meant the universal acceptance in
the party of the Taft position.

GOP TROUBLES

ne thing deeply troubling Re-
publicans in the moderate and in-
ternatjonalist wing is the growing
recklessness of Sen. Joe McC:
of Wisconsin. Since McCarthy's
tack on Gen. George C. Marsl

Secretary of Defense, Repubhnnl
of the viewpoint of Duff of Penn-

sylvania, Saltonstall of Mecssachu-

setts and Morse of Oregon have
scarcely heen concealing their cos
are fearful that Mc-

e
dependent voters and Rapubhunl
with a progressive outlook,

‘The division is there. Party hacks
who angrily deny its existence
ler\e nnly m venl their own spleen.

t is Dﬁslble through
Ihl'. 'nuld be, in effect, a compro-
aise candidate, At the bead of the
list in this category is, of course,
Gen. Dwighl D. Eisenhower. But
others of les gnitude in person-
al pwwhnty are also talked about.
One such is Gov. Earl Warren of
California, who fits the prescrip-
tion, both as nominee and candi-
date, in almost every way.

Sometimes.however, it appears
that events are almost from day to
day closing the door on any such
compromise. Senator Taft will be
62 years old in September. For him
as for the party next year will be
do-or e,

As a long and faithful worker in
the Republican vineyard, with the
remarkable victory of last Fall to
his credit, he has the prior claim.
But if doubters in his own party,
along with the very important ele-
ment of the independent voter, mis-
trust his judgment on foreign pol-
icy. then that claim can lead to
still another Republican delusion,

WAFs' Ire Mounts At Jacquéline Cochran

only in dress uniforms but in fatigue uniforms is pro-

E ladies of the Air Force are gefting more and more
wrathfu! over Jacqueline Cochran's request that the
‘WAFS aren’t glamorous or shapely. Miss Cochran, who
is the wife of Wall Street Financier Floyd Odlum, but
who operates a cosmetic business on her own, has sub-
mitted LA confidential report to Air Force Chief Gen.
Hoyt Vandenberg, dtltﬂbﬁll Ihe WAFS as “tattered,”
“bedraggled” and even “cross-eyed.
To say that IMI hll the lndlu of the Air Force m 3
lulrwlll mood u vu(linx it mildly. They
taliated by calling Miss Cochran “Stonewall me." and
mpw!-rutow tmt-meehcrhnxband.
as head of Consolidated-Vultee, manufactures the B-36,
lllﬂ Cochran should not have been called into the Air
Fm even for consultation,
nukeup in the WAFS hn just thken place
iss_Coctiran’s report, and Miss
lltry Ju Shelly of Bennington Colleﬂ. Va, hn replaced
WAF Commander Col. Gmldme luy. who
Coc 's conclusions. However, the furor tnnnnuu

What, Jacky Said ;

M'ISS COCHRAN came into the Air Force on temporary
duty to adyide General Vandenberg, and lubmmed
her report from Lackland Air Base, Texas. Though
general conclusions leaked out and. spread like wildfire
among the WAFS, her report has never been published
no-u-lnwwmh.nm.t.

that lboill one-third * of lll the
enlisted personnel lll(ll'n been indoctrinated at Lack-
land are not fit material,” mnnupl:lmuy. ‘T

persor al a WAF who
4 feet, 9 inches tall, and whﬂ admittedly weighed 134
This is far too much weight for the height. but
ven worse, she 15 very mu:h out of proportion as
to bodlly profile, and in addition, she is crosteyed.
1 was informed that this type of error has been
duphcnted many times,” she added in horror.

More “Bodily Profile’
ISS COCHRAN suggested lhll WAFS should be at

ey appear more ladylike, she also sug-
guled abolishing the 30-inch mnhlng step. But most
important, she stressed “bodily profile.

“Whatever difference is ‘allowed over or below the
standard weight should be based upon the bonme struc-
ture, the distribution of 'mlh! and the gnuscle tone of
!hc nppllcu:t she l2id down the standards for shapeliness.
should be given ln remudu Iuenxure to the

' phyllul prollle required for applicants to the W,
ochran also insisted something must brdmu ‘

lboul'WAF clothing.
“T have seen several hnndred of the WAFS at Lack-
land, and they are lhe mm bedraggled
have ever seen unnce. she mphmd “The
{atigue uniforms wlueh were being worn by the trainees
at Llckl.lnd were of at least six different varieties, and
and

poor in
nmwusmmmnlynnmm-mzum-
Al.r!umln the present non-uniform clothing they are

forced to we:
‘Mise Cochra n urged that “no further recruit-

In {nc
ing should donl of WAFS until adequate clothing not
{

"The WAFS should be equal to the best among the
women's services,” she pleaded. “It should be the aim
1> make them the btll But," she added sorrowfully,
“they are not so now.”

However, General Vandenberg lowered Miss Coch-
ran's minimums slightly.  For example, he thought 60
inches was tall enough for WAFS, instead of 61 inches,
But he agreed that the WAFS should be more attractive,
should also be more feminine and give up such men's
Jjobs as mechanics,

truck-drivers and grease monkeys.

Small-Business Filibuster
THE late lluty Long, father of Louisiana's-Sen. Rus-

llhh\mn'. He talked for fifteen hor secon ly to the
elg:;r La Follette’s eighteen-hour ‘;mhunnd-::j:- i .
wi

Now yolm, Senator Long has a filib
win him the support of many Senstors T o1 "’“”‘-'}‘.!
;:“lenhg.n: 'nnlgm the A McCarran-Johnson “basing-point™
‘which woul overrule the Supre Court
the * "Pittsburgh plus” cost syxmrl: Gl #2d resiore
is is a system whereby certain industri L
c;mnx and steel, charge the same price n:’ ::Bn'er' u::e:;
L:nu;n(‘:rc';ulnﬂ are located, and no matter what the cost of
When the Supreme Court ruled this ou McCarran of
Nevada and Jolmwn of Colorado hlxvdu:’nd llﬂl‘lu:ﬂ
to overrule the On the other hand, the Senate
champions of mn business — Kefauver of Tennessee,
Sparkman of Alabama, Douglas of lllllmll IM Humphrey
of linnuou—wm vlmoull: support Russell Long.
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