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KEEPING FAITH WITH THE PEOPLE

LL efforts at mediation including an all-
night session at City Hall having failed,
a strike of bus drivers and mechanics in
Charlotte and five other Carolina cities be-
gan this morning at 5 A. M.

Notnntﬂdlnulmlmmldouluu
the general public judge the merits of the
union and company positions.

But thé public already knows—or i
quickly finding out—what a tie-up of & mu-
nicipal public transportation system means.
It means frritation, inconvenience, even dire
hardship in countless thousands of instances
pyramided upon one other. It means con-
fusion in the lives of the people, and chaos
in the business affairs of the affected com-
munities. It means traffic congestion, acci’
dent hazards, loss of time and money. In
every respect, it is a thoroughly unpleasant
experience for everyone concerned.

The Duke Power Compapy has set forth
its position in statements and advertise-
ments, Here, in brief, are the company's con-
tentions:

1. The BRT members were offered the
_same contract that was accepted by drivers
“and mechanics in Greensboro and Durham
who are members of another union, the
Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric
Railway and Motor Coach Employees of
America, an AFL affiliate.

2. The company contends the proffered
wages are already above those paid in other
cities of comparable size in the entire
Southeast, and says its fringe benefits are
“exceptional”.

3. The company professes inability to pay
mors than a five cents an hour increase. (It
1s not stited, but implied, that higher wages
would necessitate higher fares.)

1t has informed the public
that the average bus operator
a month last year,
at least one hour
time-and-a-half for
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operator wages have been increased 117 per
cent since 1940, and that 71 per cent of this
increase has been granted since 1945.

The BRT officials have not yet presented
their case to the public. They have not chal-
lenged any parts of the company statement,
nor have they offered mew information on
the causes for the labor impasse.

Instead, the instrustions given to its
members merely said:

“Negotiations were stalemated yesterday
when the company refused to make addi-
tional concessions with respect to bargain-
ing unit and wage raises.

“The company remained adamant on its
offer of five cents per hour on wages, rule
changes, and working conditions.

“The efforts made by the Federal Medi-
ation and Conciliation Service and the North
Carolin: d South Carolina State Boards of
Mediation Services were unsuccessful in set-
tling these issues.

“Authority has been received {rom Presi-
dent W. P. Kennedy to strike.”

‘That is hardly a statement of the union's
contentions. A good deal more is needed.
After all, the bus system is a public utility.
It is a monopoly, granted in the interest of
efficiency, to serve the public. Its ability-to-
pay depends upon its earning power, and its
earning power hangs on the balance between
revenue and operating expense. Revenue, in
turn, is regulated by the fares permitted by
the State Utilities Commission.

The company contends that it cannot pay
more, and that the wage offer it has made
is fair and in keeping with the prevailing
scale for bus drivers and mechanics. The
union, so far, has failed to prove that the
company can pay more. Until it does so, and
until it demonstrates that the proffered
wages are below prevailing scales elsewhere,
the people will have scant sympathy for the
higher fares the union's demand muyst in-
evitably require.

Taz Nrws is not attempting to prejudge
the dispute. But Tar Nzws does insist that
the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen take
the public into its confidence. If it has a
valid case, it will galn public support. If it
does not have a valid case, the public would
like to know forthwith so that necessary
arrangements can be made to restore some
sort of order tq the transportation chaos
that is bound to result.

IRAN: NEW AGGRESSION?

Brothers Alsop, who appear regularly
on this page, have an admirable if omi-
nous record for predicting trouble. In re-
‘cent months Joseph Alsop has been in Iran,
‘watching that bubbling caldron and sending
back dispatches to inform us that the break-
hlmtilur

‘This week, back In London, he found the
erisis so 'llhllhln(da'nlndmu

attention to the imminence of British action

been delayed

anyone consider Joseph Alsop's pre-
diction of major trouble in Iran, including
the use of British troops, an unnecessarily
alarmist attitude, we offer these substan-
tiating statements:

“Further deterioration of affairs in’ Iran
might call for prompt and drastic meas-
ures."—The London Times, May 15.

“The massing of Soviet-controlled ‘libera-
tion forces’ on the northern border of Iran
and the preparation of British paratroopers
to repulse a Sovief-inspired move in that
quarter of the world shows us how close we
are to an explosion in the Middle East. The
shift of Iran into the Soviet orbit would re-
verse the entire balance of power in the
world. It would be a reversal free nations
could mot tolerate. It would mean war."—
‘Will L. Clayton, former Under s.mwy
State in the U. S. State Department, May 1

“Iran is a powder keg. Britain must nut
approach it with a lighted match. By oppos-

ing nationalization, Britain and the United’

States are us toward Communism
and revolution. If Britain tries to put her
threat into action our religious leaders will

Minister and spokesman for Premier
Mohammed Mossadegh.

From The Durham Herald

“Moscow press and radio said Britain's
latest note to Iran contained a direct threat
and added some diplomats feared world
peace was being endangered. Russia has
a treaty with Iran which she could inter-
pret as allowing her to send forces Into
the country in the event of a threat to the
Soviet Umion."—The Associated Press, May
2.

“There Is the possibility of Russia mov-
ing into Iran and starting a new aggression.”
—Gen. Omar Bradley, May 23.

‘This, we believe, is fair warning. Presi-
dent Truman has committed this nation to
resist Communist aggression anywhere in
the world—a pledge that has the full en-
dorsement of a host of U. S. leaders includ-
ing General Douglas MacArthur. Is it not
time to call a halt to the MacArthur investi-
gation, which Is preoccupying the time and
the thought of the Congress, the Adminis-
trafion, the State Department, and all our
top military leaders, in order that we might
try to snuff out the flame in Iran before it
explodes into a full conflagration?

HIGH IN THE SKY

LTITUDES of bird migration vary ‘be-
tween a few hundred and 2,000 feet for
most birds, but warblers cross the 20,000
foot peaks of the Himalayas, and geese
have been photographed 29.000 feet up.
—Thl Reader’s Digest
.
At 30 many feet, !hvouqh the ozone sweet
The brave goose sails on in splendor;
But when it's time to eat of her succulent
‘meat

Her stratoflights we feel fain to hinder.

For what good is a goose if she sails around
loose

Up where the atmorphere's thinner?

We would have her descend and her flavor

lend
To next December’s festival dinmer.

TO THE POINT

newspaper editors, it's lately be-
'.h fashion to put “teaser” head-
the top of their masterpieces.

This is the giveaway-nosecrets sort of
headline: Wit makes no pretense of telling the
reader what the editorial is all about, but
strives to spark his curiosity so that he'll
read it and find out.

An example: over an editorial about the

dust-up, the writer might

=

being set before him.

!

And some of the older journalists cling
determinedly to this practice.

Thus the venerable Louis Graves, iushis
Chapel Hill Weekly, the other day:

“The Election of the Presidency Of the
Man Whom Most People Want is Made
Difficult by the Rule of the Parties.”

No guesswork about the contents of that

An optimist is 2 man who thinks he can

_raise flowers, vegetables, chickens, a dog and

three boys on the same lot.—Greenwood
(Miss.) Commonwealth,

The best excuse for singing in the bathtub
is because the door won't

(Ga.) Herald.

Sad State Of
Chiang Army

Is Revealed
By MARQUIS CHILDS

‘WASHINGTO!
A'l' LAST IN plecemeal fllhiol
the f{. are beginning to
come out lbﬂul the Nationalist
troops of Chiang Kai-shek on Fnh-
mosa. This is due in large m
ure to the lennmm and lﬂlﬂlerly
answers given by General Omar
Bradley, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, to questions from
Senators conducting the inquiry
into General MacArthur's dis-
missal.

The Nationalist troops are not
wanted in Korea because they

e to be equipped and trans-
ported and when they got there
they would be of doubtful value.
‘This statement by Bradley should
dispel the illusion — propagated
both from Formosa and from
China lobby in this country — that
trained and equipped forces are
ready to be picked up and taken
within a few days' notice to the
Korean front lines.
MacARTHUR'S SURVEY

Many months ago the true status
of Chiang’s force was established
and by MacArthur's own staff. A
top-secret document of last Sep-
tember tells the story in detail.
The Senate committee has that
document which, as this is writ-
ten, it has not yet decided to re-
lease.

On August 5, 1650, a survey mis-
sion was sent by General Mac-
Arthur from Tokyo to Formosa.
The mission was headed by Ma-
Jor General Alonzo P. Fox, Deputy
Chief of Staff. Fox and 36 other
officers spent nearly the entire
month studying the military lll\ll'

tion on the island and the capa-
bilities of Chiang’s armies.

The Fox mission had been told
to find out (1) whether the Na-
tionalists could defend the island
without the presence of the United
States Seventh Fleet, which had
been ordered by President Truman
on June 25 to set up a neutrality
patrol between Formosa and the
mainland; and (2) whether the
Nationalist troops could defend
the island if the Communists
should get through the barricade
of the Seventh Fleet and make a
llndllll-

answer to No. 1 was most
emphll.lully Lﬂ the negative. The
nswer to No. 2 was also in the
nenuve. In other words, Chiang's
armiés could not carry out a de-
fensive action in the limited area
they o&uplsd This means, of
t they would be worse

than Illelen an the offensive.

After Fox and the members of
his mhllan flew back to Tokyo on
August 28, they prepared their
lengthy It was submitted
to General MacArthur who
stamped it “reviewed and ap-
proved.”

Late in November MacArthur
asked the Jojnt Chiefs to okay the
use of Nationalist troops in Korea.
Almost nothing had happened in
the meantime to change the capa-
bilities of those troops. But United
Nations armies were desperately
hard pressed by the massive in-
tervention of the Chinese Commu-
nists.

A week ago Chiang, himself, of-
fered his forces to the command-
ers in Korea even though still
nothing essential has happened to
change their capabilities. Either
he does not know the true situa-
tion or this was purely a propa-
ganda gesture. The requests . he
has put in for equipment — air,
navy and ground — add up to bil-
lions of dollars.

MISSION OVERRULED .

As was first reported in this
space, a Joint Chiefs’ recommen.
dation in December of 1949 to send
an American military mission to
Formosa was Wtrnllod when the
State Department persuaded the
President lnlnsl it. A little later
when the proposal was brought up
again,in a White House meeting,
the President, with some - irrita-
tion, declared that the matter had
been settled and would not be re-
opened.

This is a point on which the Sen-
ators are anxious to question Sec-
retary of State Dean Acheson. Ob-
viously, if a mission had been sent
a year and a half ago instead of
a month ago, at least a part of
Chiang's forces would be in a state
of readiness and capable at the
very least of a successful defense
of Formosa.

Drew Pearson’s

“‘But You Wiped Out Communism— Reme;nber?'

Collected By Bill Sharpe

TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

Perfect Role
(B'Ithrl Pines Pilot)
now have Seﬂu'lly Council meetings 1n
ites,

our ulllr 'k lhe Wi

“Yesterday as I was doing my laundry, T hura
a great commotion in the coal bin. I peeked in.
There were my three sons and their gang. . settling
the Korean situation.

“They had boxes and crates and barrels for
desks and chairs.

“They all wanted to be Warren Austin. Finally,
elections were held and 'nmmy. my oldest—11 years
old—_was made Mr. Austis

oor Mr. Malik—ao one wanted to b. lhul
Another = fight. Then someae pointed 1o
est, John, 3 years old. 'm him be unm n-
never makes sense whz? Ea‘hlh anyway,' he said.”

State Of Extremes
(Sanford Hera

North Carolina s one of the most unusual
among the 48 states in the United States in rela-
tion to public schools in that it ranks all the way
from sixth to 4Tth place.

p near the top rests the Tar Heel state in
sixth place with 65 per cent of revenue receipts
of the government earmarked for schools.

With only 12 per cent of the faculties com-
posed of men, the state sinks fo 47t place n this
regard.

In’ relation of atendance to enrollment, the
state ranks 16th with about 90 per cent attendance.

1l 2200 piace n salaries. paid o superin-
tendents, principals and teachers.

Again, eelia drops to 40th place in the
List wih $156.35 spent on each pupil per year.

It appears to us that mmelhlu could be m.
to parrow the gaps between the extremes.
e o e e
ing toward this goal.

We Can Be Pretty
(G‘Hlb.r‘ Daily News!
(hem Pines I.l a beautiful town.

some natural advantages but so have most N
lelnl towns. It is a question of n'lin{.
assets of climate and loﬂ it is a matter ol
Those towns which have gone in for plan
lnd shrubs—such as Southern Pines, Cllpel Kﬂl

Warrenton—in both residential and business
Sections. havé. Tound st B paye In’many wazs
“Main Street” doesn't have to remain an ugly
duckling all its life.

llhu

Pulpit Pieces
(Goldsboro News-

« Sidelights m::‘ﬂn story of the minister who
o

ut across great mass of people at the
Easter Morning worship service.
He smiled

vdll ot see many of you here again until Christ-

An there was the story of tax collector
who paid a visit to a fashionable cll.\l‘ch He
asked the pastor if he would show him over the

building.

They started the tour. The collector seemed

surprised that there was nothing extra-plush about
lbcml the sanctuary.

“From the deductions for-contributions listed
on income tax blanks, I felt sure the church was
paved with gold,” he told the minister.

e

Farmers Pay Cash
(Winston-Salem Jourmal)

Farméfs today are more likely cash for
automoblles and other durable goods than city
dwellers, says Capper's magazine in an analysis of

Habits.
mhm e says that the results of a
nation-wide survey it has concluded tend to reveal
that 72 per cent er farm buyers paid eash for motor
un, against 41 per cent of the buyers living in 12
of the country’s largest cities, and 55 per cent in
other cities of 50,000 .er'nzor- popullnon

Those Mothers
. I Eleder, Mullins Enterprise)

A baby at the most troublesome age sat at lha
next table with its mother. It drank its (
mll.k and set the glass mo\lsly edp
the 1 was on pigs for fear the glass would

asc W off, and T felt like going over there
and pushing it further on the table, but had better

Iranian Oil
Battle Has .
High Stakes

By JOSEPH ALSOP

LONDON
S THESE WORDS are written,
the betting sppears to. be
about even that the B will
move troops fo south At
lny rate, they are just about up
the grim choice Nt-ecn
taking all the beary risks of
step, or taking th mum
of outright expropriation of thelr
Iranian

oil resource.

Furthermore, the British cannot
easily move troops without a min-
fmum of American moral. support
— at least enough to Bee them
through a charge of aggression be-
forg the United Nations. The fu-
t the Western alliance, which
America leads, also hangs upon
the outcome in Persia. Hence this
British choice is, at the same
time, inescapably an Ameri
choice.

EVENTS COME TO HEAD

Events over the week-end forced
this facing of facts, from which

ndon has hitherto shrunk away
almost as nervously as Washing-
ton. On Saturday, the British Am-
bassador at Teheran, Sir Francis
Shepherd, rather desperately sug-
gested to the Shah that he might
form a more rational government.
But it was too late for this ex-
pedient. On Sunday while the
Prime Minister, Momdcn.
crouched in his barrica
his representative, nnmin u.m,
told the Persian Parliament that
the existing government would
never negotiate the oil dispute
with the British.

A miracle may of course rescuq
the British and American policy
makers from the dilemma on
whose horns they have wrigh
gling like befuddled tadpoles. But
since little short of a miracle can
prevent the grim choice from be-
ing made this week, it is now wise
to examine its real nature.

No one in his senses can find
much that is attractive about the
first alternative — a movement of
British troops to south Persia.
Britain does not really have
enough airborne forces for the h%
Even to ncm control of the

mum territory, Abadan island wMj
its vital rdlnery, will be a,
business, probably lnvolvmx hvr
losses of life on both sides. T

ll mly touch off a Russian in-

of north Persia. It '1..
qune probably give the C
nist Tudeh party the du(red
chance to seize power at Teheran.
It will perhaps result in a far
more disagreeable, repetition of
the Korean pattern on Persian oil.
It may, just conceivably. lead to
a world war. The list of objections
is formidable indeed.

But as usual, the choice now Is
not between bad and . but be-
tween evil and more evil. If Amer-
fean influence or indifference de-
ters I tish Government from
protecting their oil resource, the
following consequences will be al-
most unavoidable.

First, the British economy,
which depends txchulvely upon
Middle l-:mm oil,
fatal blow. The huxe American hv-
vestment in maintaining the Brit-
ish as a great power ally will be
transformed into money down the
drain. What has previously been
done for Britain will be forgotten
because America has not stood by
her ally in this hour of need; and
the Anglo-American partnership,
the core @ Western strength, will

semse. And, sure encugh, in reac hing for some- dissolve in 8 tempest of mutual re-
ing, the baby pushed if But that mother eriminatior

e-um it in the air, bdoﬂ it The floor. " What  Second. "the economies of Wesh

mothers can do! ern Europe and India will also be

&8, disrupted. And a cessation of the

Americanism oil low from Abadan will make it

'hﬂm Morning News) fan! costly, and ‘in ware

1f an orator were » ared to dlscuss time -lm-' i difficult,

as distinguished from other world 'isms, he'd have 10 supply the fleets in the Medi-

a lubjtcl upon 'hkh to his cadences. But terranean ~nd e vitalpstrategie
after he'd appealed to history and literature skbiyes

Ronomlel and politics and every other source for

logic and language with which to round nul hu elo-

quence, he still would fall lllorl of the exp! on
Amq iven

1 you“want Papa to take care of you—that's
Paternalism.

If you want Mama to take care of you—that's
Momism.

If you want Herbert Hoover to take care of *
's Isolationism.

Yull?hl
you want Uncle Sam to take care of you—
that's Socialism.
ummfundnluhukl:mo(mﬂ—
's Comm

that’
lut—llm-mbhhcmdyoumu—
that's Americanism.

prowhuu Brm-h "ol wil m -
example that will quickly be imi-
tated in Egypt, in Iraq, and in
every other nation in a remotely
similar situation. There will be no
contmulnl the chain reaction.
ice of a policy of inaction,
m -non. h a nundc change in
the world balance alter-
lnl the whole Middle hnrrn pat-
ern, shaking the Western alliance
lu lu foundations, and perhaps de-
stroying it. This is no Mexican ofl
squabble. This is the terrible game
of power politics, being played for
the greatest stakes.

Merry-Go-Round
d WASHINGTON

OXE result of the MacArthur controversy is a field day
for the lobbyists. With the country absorbed with
the MacArthur dispute, the lobbyists are able to put across
all sorts of fancy deals without the public realizing it
One of the latest is a move to reverse the Supreme Court
in regard to tidelands oil.

936, when President Roosevelt tried to reverse
the Supreme Court by an act of Congress, it made head-
lines for weeks. But without benefit of headlines, the
big oil lobbyists are now trying to reverse the Supreme
Court ruling that the submerged oil lands off the coast
of the United States belong to all the 48 states, not merely
to California, Texas and Louisiana.

Last week the lobbyists quietly won out in their initial
move. They finagled the Senate Interior Committee into
voting—7 to 4—to return tidelands ol to these three
states.

The vote was over the objection of Chairman Se:

Joe O'Mahoney of Wyoming. who tried to block the nu
lobby with a eomprvmue bill, and who spent two hours
pnmely trying to persuade Sen. Russell Long of Louis-
1 kesman Inr !hn lobby, to compromise. But Long
mldnl budge.

Closed-Door Vote

I mmmmwmtkhhddmdmm?seu.
Hulh Butler ffom the inland state of Nebraska, with

other than the Missouri River, showed
npﬂnmmuinmmrwm_m
from the landlocked state of Montana, and Watkins from
the desert state of Utah.

‘ 4

iried by Senator Cordon of Oregon, this made four
Rwubucln votes for the oil companies.
lnlrnun O'Mahoney had count-d on the vo(e of uu
Senate Majority Leader McFarland of
‘majority leader is supposed to vote with the Admlnllmuun
on all major policies. However, Ke!lrllml owes a debt
m persuasive, potent Bob Kerr the man
ml.ly made him majority lhd-n and )l:l'lrllnd
jnlned two o!her Democrats—Long of Louisiana and Smath-
of Florids—in overruling e Supreme Court. O'Ma-
hmq was able to muster only votes besides his own
—Ands of New Mexico, Murrgy of Montana and Leb-
man of New York, all Democrats.
After the tidelands vote, McFarland rose to leave,
sheepishly offered his proxy to 0'Mahoney on some minor
votes.

“It's too late now,” snorted O'Mahoney. “I could

bave used it a while ago."

Chinese Unrest

I'rs always difficult to know exactly what is bappening
reports,

plus news from m X dissatis-

faction with the Communist regime. Mac-
ur testified that the Chinese

their hold on intelligence is pretty much

Lobby Takes Round Over Tidelands Oil

Several million have died, and the Communists get the
blame.

3. Mao is torn between his rival, LI LiSan, who is
virtually Russian regent of Manchuria, and Chinese mod-
erates on the other hand who claim Mao takes too many
arders from Moscow.

4 Chinese armies long have been comsidered thh
personal property of their commanders, and these cony
manders don't like to see their troops decimated by
casualties.

When this writer was in China some years ago, thers
was no central government, but regional rule by the
commanders of certain armies. That is_why the heavy
casualties in Korea are likely to hurt. The Chinese are
accustomed to seeing death all around them. But &
military commander is jealous of his power and doesn}
like to see army dwindle.

- Merry-Go-Round

ARASSED Paul Hoffman, former head of the Marshall
Plan, is lelvln( for Europe June 2—but not on i

business trip. n invited to give commencemen

addresses 8% T3 schools and colleges, and he just had

® gét out nl the 4 the country. . . . Some of Mobilizer Charles
E. Wilson'® cracks against the

dent bas already outlined first for the pro-
posed “whistlg stop” It be aimed at the
and «lhbw observers dbubt




