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THE LOBBYISTS TAKE OVER
i m-nn of the ':mm News & ::

slanted to conform to that journal's
policy, we read ils news columns

stories
editorial

THE VOICE GROWS WEAKER

Ollhhu«n.unmlon of the House
U Appropriations Committee in whacking

military defense programs by
appeary to be a resounding victory for econ-
omy.

Mr. Truman had asked for $843453,570.
The committee pared the figure to S48
586,368 — or $364877211 less than the to-
tal requested by Mr. Truman.

Unfortunately, however, a major part of
the reduction was charged up to a program
that is already seriously handicapped by
inadequate funds—the Voice of America.

's administration of the Voice of
America project. or it doesn't believe that
- the war of words is important. If the first

o rom Greensboro Deily News
| --

the people of North Carolina wish evi-
dence of the selfishness of the special in-
who come to Raleigh asking favors
- and concessions, on the pressure for
particularist cause, 1t is there for them to

' see after for the

g

~ tinued, that n;
latch onto it, he'll Kill the

" REVEALING INCIDENT

House Rayburn
hinted in his hairraising state-
ment in the House on Wednesday,
that Soviet intervention in Korea,
the prelude to a third World War, ,
is imminent. But there is no real-
ly new or really firm evidence
that this is so. And there are rea-
sons for believing that Rayburn
" The North Carolina House of Represents- 1% SRy, SUPIIOS L ¥00
tives is roughly comparable to the U. 5. Sen-  puncture the compiacency which,
ate. There are 125-veats in the N. C. House.  ag he said, is “lulling the Ameri-
[Each of the 100 counties has one representa-  can people to sleep.”
tive. The remaining 25 are divided among ‘This compl 3 ich you
the more populous counties. Since 100 of the mmnellncnpiu:l Hill,
125 House seats are fixed by county lines,  DOW
to the House can never be truly representative g““"’“’:‘.“_:_"‘hm‘: i
of population lines. Hence, it was decided  certainly is that no nationsl lead-
o make the N. C. Senate the agency of Pop-  er has yet really spelled out, in
ular the U. S. House of terms of money spent, arms pro-
. S Ees
Until this year, no county has had re
population to-be entitled to more than one gt s e
S . The 1950 3 m;nmwmuumwm

By June 30, 1051, the end of the
present fiscal year, Congress will
have appropriated '$57,000,000,000
ution to keep any county from for rearmament, including foreign
having more than one Senator. il 1

The amendment bill should be defeated ~ Plans. Vet this great sum of mon-
y will not and eamnot result in

in armed stre -
people. Popular representation is the very A,;omw:o e::n:e ‘Z:';.."}:‘.’r‘i.
foundation of democracy, and any attempt to and for other goods which the free
weaken it will weaken the whole structure. world must have to survive, sim-
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this Summer, 7,000,000 Am:
lobbylsts really came lo the forelront,  will cither be in uniform or di-
& Esaiionce WiIh hear lobtyist o B, Wal:  YCiy angised tx defense work.
ot Rilaton FROM PLANES TO FOOD

Greensboro, ormer m s,
“A few minutes ‘later, lobbyist Caveness
came out of the huddle to make an an-
nouncement to the committee. It had been
, he said, that Blue's original Moore
County local bill would be allowed to go
through. But Blue had agreed, he con-
Hlyathtrg;un(y‘mnm
TN

“Chairman John Regan of Robeson in-
quired at that point: “Then it's alk right to
report House Bill 555 as is, is that right?’

and Shelley Caveness of

House mem| Plans call for the appropriation
of another $66,000,000,000 for
American and European defense
by the end of fiscal 1952. By this
time, defense production will be
hitting its stride, and almost $40,
000,000,000 of this money will be
translated into defense goods, from
B-36s to chow for the Gls. Almost
11,000.000 people will be engaged
in national defense.

By June 30, 1053, some $60,000,-
000,000 more will have been ap-
propriated, well over 11,000,000
Americans will be working to
strengthen our defenses. and a
full $50,000,000,000 of war goods
will come .out of the machines.
After this, according to the
gram, the leveling-off period will
begin. In fiscal 1954, appropria-

*“Caveness replied that was correct.
“House Bill No. 555 got a favorable re-

Separate and apart from the merils and
demerits of the legislation, this spectacle—
if it has been pccurately reported—is a _
shocking thing.

A great deal of legislation—State and na-
tional—is drawn in hotel rooms and lobbies,
or shaped in discussions outside legislative
chambers, That Is one of the hard facts of
the democratic system, and no way has yet
been found to. alter it. But it laxes the
people’s faith in the democratic processes
to see a responsible legislative ‘committee
hand over its responsibility to paid lobbyists
in such a frank and open confession of its
own subservience.

duce almost the same value in
war goods, because of carryovers
from previous y By 1955, this
country and its ies will have
reached a really formidable level
of military strength.

Then it will no longer be a ques-
tion of a rapid, build-up, but rath-
er of maintaining the strength
which has been built. Defense ap-
propriations of $35.000,000,000 a
year, which this country’s econo-
my can carry quite easily, and
the production of about $20,000.-
000,000 of defense goods yearly,
should then be enough.
REMOVAL OF TEMPTATION

Thus this plan for preventing
war by removing from the Soviets
the temptation to make war calls
for the spending of a staggering

60.000,000,000 by 1955 for rearm-
ament purposes alone.

The trouble is that almost no
one, to judge from the present
mood of Congress, is willing to
make this sort of effort, despite
the fact that united, self-disciplined
exertion by this country and its
allies, for a painful period of three
or four years, could lead to a bet-
ter time. It could lead to a time
when the effort could be some-
what relaxed, when the immense-
ly superior power of the free world
would deter the Kremlin from fur-
ther adventures, when the world
could breathe a little freely again.
It is for such a time that all men
long. Yet Pregident Truman, what-
ever his_ virfies, seems_constitu-
tionally .incapable of inspiri
hope which a great national effort
needs to feed upon. Thus it has
apparently become necessary to
use constant applications of shock
treatment, like spurs in. the
flanks of a balky old horse, in
order to persuade the Congress
and the country to do what must
be done.

is true, Congress ought to create an inde-
pendent agency for The Voice. 1f the latter
is true, there is no easy solution save a con-
tinuing effort by all thinking Americans to
convince Congress that a battle of ideologies
can never be won by bullets alofe.

Several days ago the full House of Rep-
resentatives passed the Treasury and Post
Office appropriations measure. That is
clearly a nondefense appropriation. Yet
Congress made only a tiny reduction of 13
per cent.

The American people will properly won-
der if Congress is really interested in cut-
ting expenditures which clearly lie in the
non-defense category, or whether Congress
is about to fulfill its brave promises of econ-
omy by slashing deeply into defense projects,
thus weskening the international struggle
against Russian Communism.

would leave the roads unpaved so it could
use them.

If that isn't a revealing howdy-do which
may go much farther and deeper than the
single instance given here, we'll leave it to

session

of
pulj industry before this week's
of the State Highway Commission.
Here is the way the Assoctated Press, re-
porting under a Raleigh dateline, summarized
happened:

the inded folks of North Carolina to
say. Ya? this is the type of group which
tries to and, we fear, often does shape legis-
lation which is avowedly aimed at the benefit
and service of all the people.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Just about the time you think you may
make ends meet, some soandso moves one
of ‘em—Fernandina(Fla.) NewsLeader.

The worst misnamed thing since near-bear
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soundings indicate they are no!
vinced of the need to spend
huge . sums rearmament and

larger question
and contro-

tions of $40,000,000.000 will pro-_

‘People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be signed, but may be
reserves

withheld from publication in the discretion of the Editor. The News

School Ruling A Shame
MYRTLE BEACH, §. C.
Editors, The News:
] HAVE never written a Tetter 1o a paper for
any reason whatsoever, but when 1 read that a
father is in jail because he sends his child to
school, it simply makes my blood boil!

It seems that it's all right for kids to don uni-
forms—go to far away places and get killed.
When the Government wants our children in serv-
ice—then they are men—even though they are too
young to vote. .

In this age when a child has to grow up too
quickly, it's not only a shame a child can't go to
school at five years but a national disgrace.

1 do not know Mr. McVey but I certainly do
admire his attitude. If that child and a lot of other
“thildren can't go to school, these leaders of our
state should bow their heads in shame!

—H. F. MEARELY.

Scott's Big Mistake

Editors, The News:

[ ENJOYED the editorial correspondence in Thurs-
day's News re the reversal in State politics. But

I'm wondering if there has been a reversal, really?

Wouldn't it be more appropriate to say “reverting

to type?”

Studying the Scott Administration pretty close-
ly, and having had some close first-hand insight
into the practical operations of it here in the East.
I came to the conclusion several months ago that
Scott’s biggest error came in not cléaning house
down through the ranks of various State agencies.

The “old gang", representing the conservative
element, retained a solid hold on patronage, hence
has been in a position to keep their old friends
(the anti-Scotts) intimately well-informed of every
move the Governor was contemplating. That -
formation has been useful enough in many in-
stances 1o thwart the Governor's plans before they
got off his desk. J

1t is unfortunate that Scott permitted himself
to be taken in by many of the hold-overs in key
spots; and equally unfortunate that many of his
appointees in top-drawer jobs were taken in
by subordinates hanging on from earlier adminis-
trations.

Don't think for a moment that the State pa-
tronage isn't a potent force in the moulding of
public opinion. It is, especially where a definite
liaison exists between top policy-level office holders
and the big business interests.

1 know for a fact that Scott’s attention has
been directed to this problem on more than one
occasion; yet he either refused to believe it, or
felf it would disturb matters to take remedial steps.
If ‘Scolt would have. cleaned house, or seriously *
cracked the whip a year ago, Graham would have
been elected, hands down. The same goes for the

RALEIGH

the right to condense.

i all the more; and I can't help but feel that had

tt been unme: in his housecleaning two
years ago, he'd be riding the crest now, and a “Lib-
eral” would be in T and a “Liberal”
would be the next governor.

Th ple of North Carolina hayen't lost
their ambition and desire for economic better-
ment through leadership of their State Govern-
ment, but, unfortunately, they have been led up a
blind alley by a Governor who hasn't been able
to discern too clearly the path toward the goal he
set for himself. Itl all come out in the wash,

some day,
—EX-JOURNALIST.

(NOTE: The writer of the above letter is a
former newspaperman Wl n closely asso-
ciated with State politics in recent years. The News
feels his slant on State politics merits publication,
even though he cannot be identified because of his
present position. —Editors, The News.) = '

Tar Heel Justice
R RICHMOND, Va.
Editors, The News:
HAVE been reading with some interest and a
good deal of misgiving the squibs in’ the Rich-
mond paper about the jailed father of the young
boy in North Carolina who stai in school a
year earlier than the school is supposed to allow.
It seems to me that this is a very minor in-
fraction of the State rules and that a man should
not be begrudged in his efforts to give his child
more than he himself hade Granting that the line
has to be drawn somewhere and that the schools
are overcrowded and that the father falsified the
records by one year, it would still seem that—at
the expense of being trite—justice should be tem-
pered with mercy and the father should be freed
{rom jail and allowed to make a living to support
his family. I have always had a high regard for
North Carolina and would like to continue having
a great respect for our next door meighbor.
I hope that you and the other newspapermen
will take this under advisement and do something
constructive about. it.

—ROBIN WOODSON.

Brotherhood Week

Editors, The News:
WE ARE very grateful for your spendid co-opera-

tion during the national observance of Brother-
hood Week. This is a movement which In my opin-
ion will do a great deal to create those bonds of
understanding and friendship which are so greatly
needed at this time,

Through news stories. and editorials the press
has muitiplied the impact of this educational pro-
gram far beyond what it could possibly have been

have rendered

RALEIGH

lies with the national
..of it many
would say — or with the failure
of the American people to hold to
any long and sustained national ef-

the fault
lead,

1 heard a foreigner talking about
the latter possibility the other day.
He happens to be a citizen of a
country that is not “getting any-
thing" out of the United States,
strange as that may seem. His
hope, and the hope of his coun-
try, i¢ that America will stand up
to the threat of Communism with
real determination so that eventu-
ally the free world can look for-
ward to enduring peace and sta-
bility. What he said went some-
thing like this:

“You Americans are incurably
romantic and incurably frivolous.
You are frightened by thé threat
of Communism. You fall into
something almost like a panic.
NEVER HAPPENED

“Then the danger seems fo dis-
appear and you decide that it
never existed at all. You me
distracted by the disclosure that
there are criminals in your midst,
some of whom enjoy certain polit-
ical favors. You make the spee-
tacle of this exposure a kind of
public’ holiday.

“At the same time you bring
against one another the most fan-
tastic accusations and they are
printed for the whole world to see.
So in this fashion the danger of
Communism, which is just as real
as it ever was, is now forgotten.”

That is a harsh judgment. It
was uttered in a moment of pessi-
mism over the future of the West.
The question it leaves unanswered
is whether with mature leader-
ship the focus of attention could
have been kept on the main dan-
ger and the main responsibility in
spite of the distractions.

To turn the emotional faucet on
full blast and then let it die away
to a trickle is not the way to do
it. That is flesh-creeping at inter-
vals without providing the facts to
back up the prophecies of doom
and .imminent destruction.

The basic fault, in my opinion,
is that there has never been suf-
ficient trust put in the American
people. True, there are ambitious
voliticians who seem deliberately
to want to distract attention from
the chief danger and the chief ob-
ligation. They said fantastically ir-
responsible things during the so-
called great debate. But even

type of Legislature he now confronts, otherwise. You a public service when allowance has been made for

The old Johnson crowd now openly laughis at  which I am sure is received with gratitude by all of  what amounts almost fo sabotage,
Scott, and while Johnson himself is through, Um- those who are in| in the promotion of under-  still I believe that most Americans
stead, a much smarter man, has had the reins standing and good will among men. would respond to leadership based
thrust into his hands—and of course he hasn't re- YDE A. ERWIN, on a belief in the maturity and
fused to use them. State Chairman, Nationa] Conference reasonableness of the average citi-

Allied Troops Plan

All of which makes me admire old Andy Jack- >

Therefore, when the 4th Division hits Normandy some-
time in late April or early May, it should be the occasion
of a great and simultaneous show of mutual confi

idence—
with new French and British divisions joining in a gigantic
Allied parade up the Champs Elysees.

Campaign Violations

TWERE i 2 goxd. reasch why Republicun lesders re
suddenly demanding that the Senate probe of the

Maryland Senatorial campaign be terminated forthwith.

Resson is that the sluggish Justice Dept. is beginning

WASHINGTON
last

France on the same dey that the e i Tt
Serived: andt S0 aveid ai- m‘;‘u?\;‘?em about possible \‘ of the Corrupt
uunwu;yht’mmm : This was an act put on the mxuuhb'oou l‘:’du-dc
ity is one most important  fo keep huge amounts of money {rom being dumped into
today. There has been too much e i The law was
-ﬂmm&. over how many written for the excellent reason that when a candidate or
‘would against that country. rebeelvel too muchdw:h from any one
and the United States need most is con- ether big corporation, executive or labor union
in each other and confidence in them- —that Senator tends to be owned by his financial backer.

Blmuhm&mlelmfﬂm%'\nw

three divisions—French, British and  for him, but for those who con!
entrainment to Germany at ex- In recent years both Democrats and have
would give a greater feeling ot cun- mmwmrmnmhu-.nummm:
cleanu Kefauver et al,
the United States to send too many  which bave hit the Democrats, there is senti-
burry, for the Europeans have the im-  ment for en may
are them into war. It also hit some &
for e and England not to In Maryland for instance, Charles Tuttle of Rustiess
i ely, because many Amer-  Steel gave $3,000 GOP-Butler campaign against Sen-
that we shouldering the ator Tydings. This was in violation of the law, because 85,
2 S 000 is the top limit of any contribution. But after the

$8,000 item was filed and Butler's headquarters realized
that this violated the law, they burriedly claimed that part
of the $8,000 was “just a loan.” -
Then, on Feb. 27, long after the November election,
Jon Jonkel, Chica manager for Butler's cam-
, suddenly discovered that he had forgot to file

around $27,000 in contributions. L
It is significant that Jonkel's memory was jogged—
months after the election—by fact that a Demo-
i ‘comm had dis
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