As Paul Hoffman says in that dynamic,
hopetul book Peace Can Be Won, “To wage
a preventive war against the Kremlin would
o substitute emotion for inteligence,
for You do not pre-
t a war by starting one. , . . (It) is an
of aggression; and if aggression is moral-
1y, wrong for everybody else, it is also mor-
“ally wrong for us”"

As Hanson Baldwin said in The New York
Times, the preventive war doctrine is “the
course of political bankruptcy and moral
frustration ... . which would lose for the
United States the very values we are trying
to defend.”

Finally, all our jnilitary leaders (including,
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Russia can be gained even if we do strike
first,

‘This newspaper believes that miost thought-
Americans agree with Mr. Hoffman's

talk about preventive war. If war is forced
upon us, "0 be it: we shall wage it with ‘our
and, heaven helping, win it. Until

§

General Marshall said, “the only thing
e said in favor of war” is that it is better
appeasement, It is not better than an
forceful effort to win the peace.

s

MacArthur's estimate of Chinese Com-
munist strength appears to have veered
one extreme to the other and then

back again, He first scorned the Chinese
_ army. By Nov. & 1950, he was highly

alarmed over the. threat\from the Chinese,
protected by their “privileged sanctuary”. By
* Nov. 24, 1950, be was underestimating them
again as he launched the offensive that
the war and restare the peace

i

©The third point of interest is MacArthur's
delineation of our Paclfic defense line in
August, 1049—"from the Aleutians through
Okinawa and the Philippines”. He did not
include Formosa then, if Mathews' summary
of the conversation is correct. But, signifi-
cantly, he did not include Korea either.
Republican critics of Dean Acheson have
made much of a speech by the Secretary in
January, 1950. In that speech, Acheson an-
nounced & U. S Pacific defense line which
conformed precisely to the line drawn by
MacArthur the previous August. Republicans
have charged that Acheson’s faflure to in-
clude South Korea was a direct invitation
for aggression. We suspect that they will
drop that slogan, too, now that MacArthur's
views on the subject are known
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ice system with a first-rate career service to
attract and hold the best possible Federal

employees.

Putting the Post Office, which loses half
2 billion dollars annually, on a more nearly
self sustaining basis®

Restraining the Corps of Engineers and
the Department of the Interior from com-
peting with each other in pmmcllu‘ il
planned expenditures of over $30 bi
of the taxpayers' money?

Conserving the medical manpawer of the
nation and co-ordinating the more than 40
different Federal hospital systems®

Streamlining the Department of Agrieul-
ture to eliminate overlapping and duplicat
ing agencies? =

These questions answer themselves. The
demands of the military preparedness pro-
gram make it imperatife that the -regular

of government be lowered to an abso-

is forced upon us, let us remember fhat,

: Study In Changing ldeas

(NOTE: William R. Mathews is editor and
iblisher of in

is an excerpt from that srticle,
News.)

By WILLIAM R. MATHEWS
In “The Freeman™

S LATE as June 25, 1950 the farreaching de-

struction of modern war preyed upon Mac-
Arthur’s mind. He remarked to my friend, Carl
McCardle of The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin,
“Here I am in Japan, restoring a country I had to
destroy,” an ized that modern
is so destructive for both sides that war 1o
longer gain the ehds it used to accomplish. "It is
an outmoded method for settling disputes,” he said.
Yet, at the moment he spoke those words, he wis
planning support of uth Korea!

On that historic evening he called the North
Korean attack “an act of international banditry;
inexcusable, unprovoked aggression,” and added:

I hope the American people have the guts
to rise to meet the situation. 1 ki they have
it in them. 1 can't believe they will condone this
felonious assault. 1t would be contrary to all of
our history. If we do not meet this one, there
Wit 5e another and another.

He explained how the attack was a completé
surprise and had gained all the advantages that go
therewith,  He remarked that the next 43 hours
would tell the story of what action we Americans
would have to take. He joined me in hoping that
the South Koreans, if supplied with munitions,
might meet the attack, but expressed anxiety about
their lack of tanks and aviation. He had no author-
ity over Korea until President Truman gave it to
him after ‘war broke out.

‘When I asked him whether he still thought as
he did in 1940 when he had told me that Chinese
Communist strength wds greatly overrated, he re-
plied emphatically in the affirmative. At that time
he had ridiculed in eloquent terms the idea that the
Chinese Communists could maintain themselves for
Jong. He looked upon Chiang Kaishek as the one
person millions of Chiness knew as a symbol of
opposition to Ccmmn:msm.

{71 WERE to pointont General MacArthur's great-
est weakness, T would repeat what I said in 1045:
It is political. Events since last June 25 show how
be and others underrated the Korean Communists
and then the Chinese Communists. In scorning the
strength of.the Chinese Communists, he made what
he once told me was the greatest mistake that all
political and military leaders make; and that i,
10 overestimate or underestimate their foes.

stern discipline, enthusiastic leadership and crusad-
ing eal, plus the unrelenting application of the
terroristic police methods of a Communist state,
By actual extermination of all opposition leaders
and the total regimentation of the. masses, Com-
munist leaders can sacrifice the lives of civilians
as well av soldiers in a way that no democratic

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
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state can dare to do. militant
power that an effective dictatorship can create by
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pact has not been
faced ih Washington. This shirk-
ing in Washington is understand-
able. It is partly caused by the
State Dept.'s fear of Congress and
partly the almost equal reluc-

with our West European allies. Un-
fortunately the price of ‘his shirk-
ing is likely to be the loss of one

S e

such means is 1l
of most Americans. Neither did General MacArthur
fully appreciate it.

On the other hand, his warning of November 6,
19850 (Tokyo time) still stands. So serious did he
consider the entry of Chinese divisions into Korea
at that time that he made public his alarm, sug-
gesting fear of exactly what happened two weeks

The entry of “alien Communist forces — with-
out notice of any belligerency — was one of the
most offensive acts of intefpational lawlessness of
historic record.” he said in that emergency state-
ment. He added that there was “a rtn-
tration of possible reinforcing divisions “wil nd:;

L\ supply, behind the ivileged
g SRR v ian border s g

to November 24. The Gen-
eral was on hand to witness the beginning of the
final offensive which he said would “end the war
and restore the peace and unity in Korea." And
he optimistically joshed some of his generals by
telling them that the boys would be home for Christ-
mas. 94
P T Al

THEKE is a contrast that needs some explaining.

Why was he so concerned on November 6 ind
so optimistic on November 24? 1 can-not believe
be would have changed his mind without good
reason. Someone had made a tragic mistake in
estimating the intentions and the :lm:rn of the
Chinese. -Someone had mistakenly calmed hig fears.

At thi§ time, when the Americap’ people’ are
“#till confused over what our policy should be in the
Orient, the gist of a conversation 1 with Gen-
eral MacArthur in August 1949 may be helpful,
He explained:

From the line we hold, beginning in Alaska
and running from the Aleutians through Okinawa
and the Philippines, we can with our air and
sea power break up any amphibious operation of
a predatory power embarking from the Asiatic
mainland. With the atomic bomb we can destroy
the cities from which such an operation would

have to be based.
He did not mention Korea. He remarked that
this line is the new American frontier in the Pacific.
“And," he added, “nations have a way of
growing up to their frontiers.”

Quote, Unquote

The older you grow in politics the more you
are convinced that there are two sides to every
question, both wrong.—Dallas M ews.

or remove tumor
without an anaesthetic or the aid of nurses—

brain

Jackson (Miss.) Daily News.
-wmmmplemdmphw'-.ywh

sick enjoy telling you how sick used to

be—Ashburn (Ga.) Wiregrass-Farmer, o

Hoover Boosts Warren Fo_r:P resi

N TseTung. Soviet Armed Forces

But the an
alliance are far from being all on
the Turkish side. In the first place,
the most important American
strategic air bases are in the East-
ern Mediterranean. An attack on
Turkey would thus constitute an'
indirect attack on bases.
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It's.Really Rough On Kids
Whose Papas Are Demigods

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
IFTHERElSmIHdan-
country for whom I feel very
sorry it is little Arthur MacArthur,
the general's youngun. He looks.
to be a mice kid but his is the
tragedy of being cheated of child-
hood. The chore of being spawn to
a demigod is the roughest of them
i

all. Y. .

Childhood is a precious thing
and should, so far a8 possible, be-
Jong to the child. Tittle Arthur's
childhood is -net his own. His fa-
ther's circumstance forbids it. Ar-
thur has become an unwilling
celebrity: a second-hand recipient
of the honors, pomn and pre-
caution which are heaped on his
old man.

The kid went fo the ball game
the other day, his first in this
country. It was a small party, con-
sisting of his father's aides, Hor-
the Giants, and

T gather that his playmates Hive
been, of necessity, carefully
screened and and the play

supervised. He would never have

the horrors of being tor-
mented by the town bully, or the
brief exuberance of an unsched-
uled fist fight. His public manners
are perfect, and his tact, public
relationswise, the grave equal of
an adult's.

IT AINT GOOD .

This, 1 think, ain't good. I dis-
like excessive good manners in
the very young, and poise is a
prodéct for the grownup. Thirteen
is indeed a tender age for decorum
in public places.

1 am sorry for the young Maec-
Arthur because his childhood has
been little more than a cutdown
carbon of his father's fame. He is
winning little or nothing as Art

2 ur, but is reaping esteem
as the young son of a famous fa-
ther. That was a nice gesture, give
ing him a watch in Washington,
but the watch was not really a
present to ur MacArthur. Tt
was a gesture of adulation for the
boy’s old man.

Living always in the shadow of
the mighty, and dining daily off




