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culated the
strategy. They know that the free world
is growing stronger with every passing
week. They have come to the conclusion
that a general war in the Far East at this
time would be to Russia's advantage and to
our own disadvantage. They have kept their
eye on the real opponent—Russia. Ay Pres-
fdent Truman said seventeen times/in his
brief speech the other night, they,
avoid a Third World War, not
1¢ Russia starts it anyway, they want|to apply
our available force against'Russia, n4t China,
knowing full well that Moscow is the heart
of International Communism and that once
the heart is cut out the extremities will
wither away from lack of nourishment. *

t is what some of us forget in our

conclusions on great events.

That is what we forget when we become
obsessed with personalities.

That is what we forget when our emotions
run away with our reason.

This newspaper, which opposed Mr.
Truman's re-election in 1948, would oppose
his renomination even more strongly were
it at stake today. But Mr. Truman and the
global defense ’ollcy shaped by Mr. Tru-

. man's advisers “are two quite different

things. Disapproving of the former, we can-
not but support the latter, and support it
quite vigorously.

N'S SHARE OF THE BLAME

before launching an all-out attack on Japan.
He argued strenuously against the strategy.
But the Roosevelt-Churchill leadership was
50 dramatic and dominant that not even the
spectacular MacArthur dared to challenge
it

The present Administration's global mil-
ftary strategy is sound, but it has not been
sold to the American people in language they
understand and with motives they
_feel. And the responsibility for that
failure must be laid at the door of the White
House. No other official, elected or ap-
pointed, can be to shoulder this
unique burden of the Presidency.

To that extent Mr. Truman must share the
blame for the sharp division in national pub-
fic opinion that greeted his discharge of
General MacArthur. Had he exercised the
right brand of leadership, the situation
would never have developed. The tone and
content of his radio address this week were
in refreshing contrast to some of his other
recent utterances, giving rise to the hope,
albeit a faint hope, that he has realized at
last that the times demand more of him than
wacations at Key West and sharp, off-the-cuff
quips at press conferences.

A WRONG REMAINS UNRIGHTED

on
Y Constitutional Amendments ~killed - an
flladvised proposal to amend the Constitu-
tion to prevent any County frém having
Thus an undemocratic
|- geheme received the swift death it deserved.
During the next two years, the fair-
leaders of public opinion throughout

ity to

The 1953 General Assembly should
by this bad example and carry out
. To flout the Constitution in so open
brazen fashion is to encourage the same

jpolitical morality at the State and local
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PEOPLE went fishing, the world

probably would pot be a whit more sane
it mow ls. But it certainly would seem

fevel that we have recently witnessed on the
national scene.

It will take strong and enlightened lead-
ership. Eastern North Carolina now has a
disproportionate voice iIn the House and
the Senate. It is only fair that at least one
body be set up on the popular representa-
tion basis. Under the terms of the Constitu
tion, the Senate is the appropriate body.

Mecklenburg County has the stake
of all, yet not one Mecklenburger (other
than members of our legislative delegation)
attended yesterday's public hearing—al-
though motice was given the day before. 1f
the political leadership in Mecklenburg
County doesn't show more interest than that,
another move to amend the Constitution in
#1953 may succeed by default.

HOW CRAZY?

banks. He will not talk about the early
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, written on one side of the paper,
withheld from publication in the discretion of the Editor.

Exercise In Irony
CHARLOTTE
Editors, The News:
l GREATLY enjoyed your splendid editorial in
Tuesday's paper, concerning the “parallel in the
careers of Abraham Lincoln and Harry Truman.”

Although I had never considered this parallel
before, your thought-provoking editorial led me to
see just how close their careers did run.

T am sure that the story about Lincoln's walking
twelve miles to return a penny must have been the
inspiration for Harry's glorious career from Pen-
dergats to RFC. No Presidential administration
since Grant or Harding has inspl such confi-
dence or faith in its- political morality and high-

much faith and that 1
wouldn't be surprised
named “Honest Harry’

Both men were great and moving orators, No
doubt futire history books will carry, side by side,
“The Gettysburg Address” and “Selections from
Harry's Whistle Stop Speeches”.

Lincoln's lack of malice for his enemies was the
Sermon on the Mount put into practice. Likewise
Truman's brotherly treatment of such vitally needed
national leaders as James S. Byrnes and Bernard
Baruch, show that Truman, like Lincoln, was a man
who felt “malice toward none and charity for all.”

. Since we already have a Lincoln Memorial, T
propose this newspaper collect. funds for a monu-
ment to President Truman. It could be called a
Shrine of Brotherhood.

—WILLIAM PRESTON ALLAN.

Issue Had To Be Settled

Editors, The News:
HAVE read every line on your editorial page of
April 10, including Drew Pearson's Merry-Go-
Round, which 1 seldom read, and enjoyed it all.

t the lidis now off and, like that of the
Pandora box of old, the evil spirits will doubtless
fly in all directions, with such results as no one can
foresee.

Your editorial—"“Traman And Lincoln, A Par-
allel"—raises a question in my mind, not in the na-
ture of a parallel, but of a contrast, as well as of the
danger of lodging supreme power in any one indi-

to see President Truman nick-

PITTSBORO

vidual.

MacArthur, 1 think, has received what Was
coming to him, though T am in great sympathy with
his chafing at the bit in being forced to fight a tag-
type of warfare. As a soldier, he naturally wanted
1o slug it out with the enemy. But such a war as he
wan to-wage involved the most eminent prob-
ability 6f a-war some B,000 miles from home and
with which no Asian or European power had any
sympathy, which meant we would have had to fight
it alone and it might have resulted in our having to
fight Asian powers other thap Red China and Rus-
sia, So I am happy that he has not had his way
in this crucial matter.

On the other hand, the world today would most
likely be quite a different one if Roosevelt had had
a superior who could have called his hand. I do not
believe a military man of the rank of a colonel in

Drew Pearson’s
_Merry-Go-Round

White House Fea

‘WASHINGTON

WAS not until about 11:15 Tuesday night that Presi-
ly decided to issue his 1 A. M. state-

The writer's name must be signed, but may be
The News reserves the right to condenmse.

army would have caved in t6 Russia
as he did. We had won the war with Japan, but
Russia, with only six days of’ participation, was
given everything that Japan had acquired over more
than a half century. “To the victor belongs the

the American
he We

spolls” doctrine may not be the thing at the political
Jevel, but it is or should be different at the military
level, ly to the extent of not transferring
from one dictatorship its spoils to that of another.
That holds equally to the situation as it developed in
Europe. We gave Russia the Balkans, Poland and
East Germany and permitted her to sack Berlin,

And the alibi that Russia proved to be untrust-
worthy will not stand up. We knew the character
of Russia, and that her present government was

of force and ruthlessness and not worthy of .

t. v

However, with this tragic background of the
proven danger of placing supreme power in one in-
dividual, 1 would still take the civilian as against
the soldier as the better risk. MacArthur forced
the issue. It had to e seitled. I hope the result
will not weaken our defense.

1t 1 could do it, I would take our forces out of
Korea tomorrow. There is but little left of popu-
t over.
By sea ind air power we could otherwise maintain
the status quo. When the atmosphere cools and
clears, we could do something about the rehabilita-
tion of this devastated country. This is ble.
as well as the humane course to pursue, as I see it

—JOHN W. HESTER.

God, Give Us Men!

Editors, The News:
I reading of the type of men both elected and ap-

pointed to public office in the United States, and
lhroc:lhnnl the world today, and those who received
office by the bayonet, there.comes to mind a poem
by Josiah Gilbert Holland, “God, Give Us Men!",
that is appropriate for the times. When vice and
immaorality are rampant we should all read Poet Hol-
land's poem and take it to

Thank you for a great paper and may its col-
umns always be open to us who care to use them.
—ERNEST ROY BEST.

GASTONIA

Polio Drive Report
CHAPEL HILL

Editors, The {c’un:

YDU will be interested to know that the 1951

March of Dimes campaign in North Carolina
was a spindi . All final reports from our
are not yet in, but
we know hat we now have a gross fotal for the
state of a little over $1,125,000.00.

Mecklenburg County, under the leadership of
Mr. K. H. McCullough, of Charlotte, raised $70,549.-
55. This is an excellent showing.

The newspapers of the state—weeklies and
dail b share tos

a

the success of the March-of Dimes. Without your

cooperation we could not possibly .
PHILLIPS RUSSELL,

red M'Ar

Soine Editorial Comment On
_The Removal Of MacArthur

in public debate.
more, the clear duty of the mili-
tary to follow a specific Presiden-

tial directive, such as was twice

issued to General ur.”

“The basic

ore, President
exercised his right and followed
his duty in relieving him of his
command. However the President

ey
give the American people some

Portland
issue is whether the traditional
authority of civil government over
military government shall be main-
tained. . . . But now that the
President has assert
ity, what will the people say
his policies which have led us into
a war which he is unwilling to let
us win? The people's anger at
the firing of MacArthur is their
answer."

Richmond Times-Dispatch:

*President Truman had no alter
native but to relieve General Mac-

wr. The general had ignored
at least two

directives from the
President and the joint chiefs of
staff. . . . Talk of impeaching Mr.
Truman is absurd. . . . Yet it is
tragic to contemplete the dismissal
of a man_of General MacArthur's
character and stature by a man
whose own achievements are far
less striking.” -

New York Daily Mirror: “Mac-
Arthur has been dismissed to
please the cupidity of Great Brit-
ain, the ignorance of Dean Ache-
son, the jealousy of Gen. George
Marshall. America been de-
feated by this act of vengeance.
+ .. There is alst.. . the inescap-
able suspicion, if not conclusion,
that a ‘deal'—a Far Eastern Mu-
nich—is already in the making
and that the sacrifice of General
MacArthur is a part of that deal.”

Louisville Courier-Journal: *“A
stronger  President would long
since have removed MacArthur
from his Koérean command when
it became clear that he would not
limit_himself to his military job.
« + » His (Truman’s) only alterna-
tive was to surrender the power
of. tl;u presidency to a field com-

nder.”

mander.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: “Gen-
eral MacArthur, through repeated
insul tion, forced the issue.
And even those who feel that the
General's views on the Far East-
ern situation are right, should
able to see that he couldn't be
allowed to ride off in one direc-
tion while the A

which they have
not yet done.” -

Milwaukee Journal: “The United
States cannot allow a military
commander persistently to advo- =
cate policies that alienate our
friends and allies throughout the
world and are in contradiction to
avows icies of the United
lr;l:tlom of which we are a mem-

o

Free Press: “MacArthur
is a victim of the wobbly and un-
certain policy of world diplomats
and the shoddy mentality of the
mighty in Washington. A bigger
man than could
have found a way to work with
MacArthur.”

‘Washington Post: “There is no
room in our society for indispen-
sable men or for ungovernable
generals . The suppression of
General MacArthur is the first
sign in months of a firm hand
at the helm of our affairs.”

Omaha World-Herald: “This is a
sad and infinitely disturbing day
for icans with red blood ‘in
their veins. . . Americans today
are not in. happy harmony with
their own Government in its half-
way and faint - hearted ‘war
effort’

Dallas Morning News: “In the
Far East, Russia fears MacAr-
thur. His recall is unique as the
first move on which all four of

the Allied powers ve
wholeheartedly. m's
h is a for
Stalin and for L e %
(N. Y.) Times Unfomt
“Gen.. Mac, should have
been called back so that the peo-
ple could hear his side of the

been what to do with Gen. Mace
Arthur, but what to do with Ko-
rea. Is time to make up ouf
minds.”

St. Louis Globe-Democrat: *, . .
The drastic action by the Presi-,
dent was justified. . . . He (Mac-

moved in another.”

Los les Times: “A hero has
been humiliated. . . Many Ameri-
cans clearly feel that their coun-

as been somehow sold out.
This is much more a victory for
Secretary Acheson and his Eure-
pean clique or the mousy littlé
creatures who squeak for a truce
in the United Nations Assembly.
It is a victory for Joseph Stalin.

New York Herald-Tribune: “He

(MacArthur) virtually forced his

val. high policy, as
in war, there is no room for a
divided command. . . With one of
those strokes of boldness and de-
cision which" are “characteristic of
Mr. Truman in emergencies, a
very difficult and dangerous prob-
lem has been met in the only way
it could have been met. But if the
President—in a fashich also char-
acteristic of him—simply leaves
the matter there until some other
emerges, there will be small

gain.

Boston Herald: “We do not see
that ‘he (the President) had any
honorable alttrnative. No self-re-
specting commander-in-chief can
Aslerate a subordinate who dis
obeys orders.”

chief of
Mac,

to
sounding-off about war with

the blame.

naval operations, and
-Arthur's strategy against
Bradley.

. ‘Though

Arthur) assumed au-
thority in a field which was not
his to command—the making of
foreign policy. . . . The most unfor-
tunate aspect of the controversy
is that in many respects the pro-
gram _ which “MacArthur, .cham-
pioned in defiance of the Presi-
dent was realistic and logieal.”
Atlanta m: “The civil
government cannot become afraid
of a military hero and idol. And
if such an idol draws the line be-

ernment and substitute his own
authority.”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch: “Presi-
dent Truman is just as right on
policy, in our opinion, as he is
on the matter of insubordination.
. Gen. M ur has, opposed
this policy (keeping war confined
to Korea if possible) almost from
the Communist invasion of the Re-
public of Korea. . . . Preservation
of civil authority in the United
States over the military required
that sooner or later President

Truman, as commander-inchief,

-assert the authority of the govern-

ment in Washington over a gen-
eral in the field.”

thurStatement

man, having removed the supreme commander, would get

Ridgway, so far, has made good his military promises,
and We White House took him at his word.
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