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THE CYNICAL ATTITUDE OF LABOR

ARL MARX's doctrine that capitalism

contains within itself the seeds of its
own destruction hax-eome dangerously close
to confirmation in these recent weeks.

At a time when the United States 1s fac-
Ing the greatest crisis In its long history,
at a time when self-denial and sacrifice
and unselfishness should be the rule of be-
havior for every patriotic American, we
are witnessing a sickening display of greed
and avarice by those economic groups that
have the most at stake in this world battle
between democracy and Russian Commu-

nism.

Business, industry, agriculture, organized
labor—all are vieing with each other to see
who can benefit most from the current
preparedness . And running beside
them, cavorting from one o the other, is
the Politiclan who finds in the current
turmoil a perfect atmosphere for self-ad-
vancement.

Everyone seems to have forgotten the
soldier and saflor and Marine and airman
in far away Korea. No one pays any atten-
tion to the young man who is drafted
from civilian life, ready to make the su-

lobby in Washington and who has learned
by bitter experience not to expect any con-
sideration from the powers that be. But if
the white-collar, salarled worker is con-
spicuous by his absence, the organized
worker and his national bosses are in the
front ranks of this battle for privilege.

Dissatisfied with a wage ceiling voted
by industry and public representatives on
the Wage Stabilization Board, a celling
that was admittedly a temporary arrange-
ment pending a fuller study of the rela-
tonship of prices and wages, Organized
Labor has walked out cn the national sta-
bilization program and has threatened
widespread strikes unless its own lerms
are met. If the news reports over the week-
end are to be trusted, Defense Mobliizer
Charles Wilson and Economic Stabiiizer
Eric Johnston have been bombarded by &
well-organized campalgn of protest from
organized labor, and in the absence of word
from others, are about ready to knuckle
under to Labor's demands.

There i considerable evidence that
prices have outstripped wages, and that
Industry has been given a dominant volce
in directing the preparedness program—
these two being the main complaints of
Organized Labor. But the threat of a walk-
out on the stabllization program is not
the right way to settle these griev-
ances, especially when the long-delayed de-
fense program s just beginning to move
into high gear

This has been a callous and cynical ex-
hibition of self-interest on the part of
Organized Labor without parallel in the
nation's history. Labor may gain the con-
cesslon 1t secks, but at what a loss In the
morale of our fighting men and at what
comfort to those disciples of Karl Marx
who belleve, as he did, that capitalism
will destroy itself In time!

HIGHWAY COMMISSION TACTICS

ECENT activities of the State Highway
Commission that are gradually coming
to light are making mockery of the words
of its chairman, Dr. Henry Jordan, who
told a Senate committee several weeks

cy of the Btate Government, it would car-
ry out any program decided upon by the
General Assembly.

Rep. Edward M. O'Herron Jr. of Meck-
lenburg revealed last week-end that he
had been in Raleigh and
warned that the last section of this city's

Boulevard would not be com-

Highway
‘Winston-S8alem might not get a proposed
arterial and rallroad overpass

lar séssion was held in Asheville during
the Farm Bureau convention, and that
western delegates were tempted with the
offer of more money for secondary road
construction in that area if they would
fight the Powell bill.

In Ahoskle on Wednesday of last week, &
big meeting of local officlals was arranged
by H. G. Shelton, First Division Commis-
sioner. QGovernor Scott and Dr. Jordan
were both in attendance and sought to
persuade residents of that area to fight the
Powell measure.

These behind-the-scenes efforts of the
State Highway Commission to influence
the North Carolina General Assembly
create the suspiclon that Governor Scott
has fashioned a political instru-
ment out of what should be a strictly non-
political State agency.

‘There is no need for the Highway Com-
mission to try to buy and sell members of
the General Assembly. If the Commis-
slon's case against the Powell bill is valid,
1t can stand on its own mer'ts. r uh.
coerclon, Intimidation, promises,

\lu-hlwnoplmlnnellmmxumn

of a major public lssue.
It the Commission persists in such tac-
tics, the General Assembly should con-
the

to fight the Powell bill.
There are persistent reports that a simi-

50 a3 to preserve It as an agency to serve
all the people.

SYMBOL OF THE REVOLUTION

Wm.l the nation was still pondering
}W"the explott of a British jet bomber
as it nearly matched the pace of the sun
across the Atlantlc, there came another
breath-taking announcement. An alrplane
to be powered by nuclear fission is in the

2
plane the size of a B-36 could fly mund
the world 80 times on one pound of
U-235 at a speed limited only by the aero-
dynamic design of the craft. Some sclen-
tists have suggested that 3500 miles an
bour is not too much to expect. The plane’s
celling would be virtually unlimited.

One doesn't have to think very long or
very hard to realize that such a plane
would shatter the few remaining illusions

From The Greensbore Daily News

about the size of this physical world, and
would completely alter all our concepts of
natlonal security—concepts that have al-
ready been radically changed by the per-
fection of the uranium bomb, the reported
progress on the bomb, and
rumored development of atomic missiles
and atomic artillery.

of the

lies even deeper. It means that scientists
have learned to control atomic energy,
and to put it to work constructively In-
stead of destructively, thus bringing closer
the day of the Atomic Reyolution which
promises to revolutionize our whole way
of life—if, of course, our way of life sur-
vives untll man learns to harness his own
powers and put them to wholly construc-
tive uses.

SPRING IN FEBRUARY?

can fool us about a lot of thinga,”

says an editorial in The Charlotte

News, “but not about Spring. Who ever
heard of Spring In February?”

We have. What's more, we've heard of

Indian Bummer in November and “June in

Jap:
‘The chulouc editor confesses that skep-
ticism “hasn’t kept us from casting covert

rian churchyard for the advent of the lit-
tle white flowers that some people call
Stars of Bct.h.lebem" but he insists that
m‘nh!aﬂn( of February shouldn't
fool any Tar

m.n.nlnormt there's plenty of proof
that Spring pokes her head In on us this
time of year.

Exhibit A: Forsythia'acting as a nest egg
for the sun.

Exhibit B: Charles A. Shull in the Ashe-
Citizen-Times (though not this year):
mnmmmw..:m-na
moticed the -Fmﬂm
quince, chickweed, wallflower and

o

2 bush honeysuckle. They were bravely pre-
ltnd\nl that it was Spring and not the mid-
dle of January.

Exhibit C: The period February 15-20 as
described in the late Senator J. W. Balley's
“The Song of the Cardinal":

Already the first-breath-of-Spring is dis-
tilling perfume from delicious chalices and
one may discover a dandelion in the grass
like a star breaking through The
whitethroat trills a wistful Winter song.
The Japanese quince is about to flame forth,

a veritable burning bush, before which one
shoes.

are calling. qu are pip-
ing in full chorus in the lowlands.

‘To be sure, Spring hasn't taken up resl-
dence in the Old North State just yet, but
she's peeping in when you least expect her.
She's liable to flash a forsythia bush at
you one minute and shovel sleet down the
back of your neck the next. But anyway
that means she's round about, the darling.

Spring styles are made for the woman
with the trim figure, say the headlines.
For the untrim there's always slacks—
New Orleans (La.) States.

U.S. Defensive
Forces In Good
Shape After All

MARQUIS W. CHILDS

WASHINGTON
mm\a l‘( Salt Lake City
the other Sen. Robert A.

Taft of Ohio md some interesting
things t say about military spend-
ing and the national economy. It
is possible that his remarks are
like that cloud on the horizon no
bigger than a man's hand fore
casting the shape of things to
come.

Specifically, Taft suggested the
appointment of a commission
headed by civilians “to explore the
methods by which the same mili-
tary results can be accomplished
with fewer men and less expense.”
This is a practical proposal that
will seem 1o many to have merit
since it sometimes looks as though
the armed services were bent on
getting everything while the gel-
ting was good regardiess of cost.

But as so often when Senator
Taft goes f{rom the general to
the particular he gets on to dubi-
ous ground In his Salt Lake
speech he said

“Is it necessary for us to sup-
port 56,000 men in uniform and
25,000 more civilians to put one
division of 18,000 men in the
field> This is certainly far more
than is required by any other na-
tion *

There is here, it scems to me. a
confusion that is partly the
fault of the Army's method of
computing its organized strength.
Partly the confusion results from
exaggerated and even hysteri.
cal estimates of the size of Rus-
sia's forces
MISLEADING FIGURES

The number of Russian divisions
is commonly put at 175. Russian
divisions consist at full strength
of 12,000 men. Ordinarily, it is be-
lieved, they are considerably be-
low full strength.

The American division of 18-
000 men is part of what the
Army calls, and the phrase is an
unfortunate example of Govern-
ment gobbledygook, the “division
alice.” e division slice for a
typical combat zone in a large
theater would consist of 36,000
men. Included would be troops
required for supply, the protec-
tion of lines of communication, re-
placements so on. In other
words, if the estimate was based
on an arbitrary 12,000 .men to a
division, as in the Soviet Union,
the numerical count in divisions
would be much higher.

ers will soon make clear to Con-

ss, this represents more di-
visions than has been disclosed.

We were first 'lvzn the hgure
eighteen and he figure
of 24 divisions dotl “not include
a number of regimental combat
teams, artillery and lnlhlrtrl!l
units. With these com-
puted on a division bnu lhe to-
tal should really be 34 since they
comprise an additional ten divi-
sions. It seems to me it would be
a healthy corrective to put this
fact on the recol

Qum apart (mm any jug-
gling of numbers one way or the
other, it costs a lot more to sus-
tain the American infantryman
than it does the foot soldier of

am machines, soft drinks
and chewing gum follow him al-
most to the front. Medical care is
as good as can be.
NO COMPARISON
So far as the Russian soldier
goes, there is no comparison what-
soever. Russian officers are bur-
dened with virtually no record-
keeping since casualties are not
reported. Men are cheaper than
machines and the sick and wound-
ed are not infrequently sacrificed.
The same is true of the Com-
munist Chinese soldier in the Ko-
rean War. A captured Chinese sol-
dier under interrogation by United
Nations intelligence officers was
asked tly what he had heard
from the folks back home. The
question seemed to surprise him.
Although be had been fighting for
nearly three months, he had re-
ceived no mail and the idea that
he might have had some word
from home struck him as novel.
But ways to economize can be
found and perhaps Taft's pro-
posal of a civilian commission—
with military representation — is
the way to discover them. But to
believe that security can be
bought on the cheap 15 the most
dangerous of delusions.

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

MOBIUZATIO\' boss Charles Wilson will assume drastic

"You Sure You've Got Him Locked Up Tight?”
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People’s Platform

Confusion Confounded

PITTSBORO
Editors, Tz News:

I HAVE been here for 2 considerable time, bu( 1
do not think 1 have at any time witnessed t!
confusion that exists todsy at all levels,

national and international.

There is confusion confounded at Raleigh over
what to do with streets of the cities and towns
that constitute parts of our state highway system.
What is the diiference between, say W. Market
St. in Greensboro and the main street of Pitts-
boro? Both are parts of great east-west state high-
ways. WQ have just cﬂmple!td a four-lane boule-
vard eq with curbs and gutters plus side-
walks rlght through this little town at public ex-

nse and the same will be maintained out of the
general highway fund. W. Market St. in Greens-
bwm involves only maintenance, as the pavement
is already there. W. Market St. may be subjected
u mnro local per capita use than is the Pittsboro
jon of Highway No. 64, but such difference is
eqlullled by the fact that only maintenance is in-
volved,

Furthermore, public highway funds belong
neither to the country nor to the cities and towns,
but to all the users of the highways alike. This fact
makes this fund the most democratic of all the
funds in the possession of the state. It should be
so0 used.

lme.

The mobilization program is likewise confused
st the national level. We all know that we can't
have price control without control of all the cost
factors. Labor and raw material constitute the
great cost factors of all manufactured products.
Yet the cotton merchant's price to the manufac-
turer is limited, with no limit set as to what fhe
cotton merchant has to pay for raw cotton. Labor
cost likewise is undetermined or unlimited. Of
course, price control will become only a vexatious
futility. 1

e are now converting from a peace-time
military basis to an indefinite war-time military
basis — a change of historic national policy. Yet
this change is attended by almost utter confusion.
More than that. Every time one tries to discuss
the subject on its merits, someone raiscs the
cry of smear or that the attempted honest discus-
sion is political.

This change of policy may mean the life or
death of the nation. It deserves national ca-.a.
eration, not military or partisan consideration.
We may deter from or provoke Russia into an in-
vasion of Western Europe and a resultant mrd
world war. Furthermore, we m:

military leaders. And it may be lost even though
what we do is the result of the composite judgment
of all branches of our Government. But we should
act upon no lesser basis.

—JOHN W. HESTER.

The Road Of No Return

Editors, The News:
OW dumb, O! how dumb—I keep asking myself
over and over, shaking my head—how dumb can
a guy get. When Hitler was making his allout bid
for Stalingrad, and the tish Army was fighting
for its life with its back to the Nile River — at the
time when even Winston Churchill must have had
his doubls about who was going to win the war,
then it was that I said to myself, “If by some nlr
acle we happen to win this war, I do solemnly d
clare that we, in co-operation with our powerful lll:
Russia, will so -mnze the mld that its peace can
never again be threat: That was what I'said
to myself in that day. 45 W Rt
But Roosevelt passed om ‘to’ his reward, and
“there arose a king who iy &y Joseph.” ' Win-
ston re-defined for us our foreign policy at Fulton,
and Peace through Strength became the order of
the day, with each of the two great allies striving
to outdo the other in compounding that fallacy.
Ignoring Michael Straight's observation that rearma-
ment has ever ended—will ever and of necessity
must ever end—in war, we directed our steps head-
long down that dark and treacherous Road of No

CHARLOTTE

Return. It seems to me that human beings are be-
ing made suckers out of.
—A. E. BASSETT.
Smith And Taft
CHARLOTTE

Editors, The News:

] READ your published excerpts from an address
delivered by Senator Willis Smith on American

foreign policy. It was interesting to note that our

junior Senator has thrown in with Republican Sen-

ator Robert Taft in an effort to delay or defeat

President Truman’s intention to send an army to

My thoughts went back to May of 1950; the
month of the hot Senatorial primary between Sen-
ator Smith and Dr. Frank P. Graham.

to
former University president had pnbudy WM
t':u Td':’-" of an army to Europe to help contain
ussian

ay
haust ourselves in an endurance contest with Rus—
sia without any war at all. We may think that
Russia would crack up under the strain. On the
other hand, we might do likewise. There is a limit
to our endurance as well as Russia's.

Another thought—{ree. democratic institutions
are inherently less able to long endure total mobili-
zation. That fact should be remembered at all
stages of our consideration of war programs.

We now bave some area of choice or election.
But that may be lost by an act of impulsiveness
on the part of either this Administration or our

WASHINGTON  tary>"
“Yes, sir," smiled Wi

d steel, beginning

o pes But that's the way of the world. Ml'-l
it

le have apparently
nnm(!y nnhm the taint of being called “lppeu-
—those who were once “Reds” and now are
"lnrm:rlltd: . and those who once accused lom!‘-
one else of being a “Red”. Thus the Senator Taf!
md !Ile Senator Smiths can follow a policy 'hlch
ery well lead to the conquest of Europe by
suun 'mmnt a fight, but somehow they can stiil
maintain their status unist fighters”. Let
us all shake our heads a bit sadly.
—P. L. LINDSEY.

would not

Fall. under which enlisted

- Wilson Faces
Hard Battle
To Hold Line

By THE ALSOPS

that

as they make out

They also privately agree that
Secretary of Labor Maurice Teb
has no real business running the
whole manpower requirements of
the nation, including such matters
as military deferments and induc-

moreover that Tobin
a

1

genius. As for the third ostensible
issue, the appointment of a labor
official on Wilson's

a notably conciliatory reply to the
letter in which Ihl labor leaders
virtually c him a llar. So this

can hardly be rated a real issue
either.
DEBT UNPAID?

The real issues go deeper. For
one thing, labor feels that Pres-
ident Truman has not paid off for
labor support in 1948. they
talk about Truman, the labor men
sound rather H.ke lr—u;l;;v

sharper a serpent’s it
is to ).uvl athankless child"
There are other complications,
like jealousy of John L. Lewis.
But the basic motivation of the
labor revolt is very simple. The
labor men are convinced that busi-
ness and agriculture have jostled
into a favored position at the mo-
bilization trough, and labor wants
to get its share while the getting

The powerful farm organizations
have taken the stand that- the
parity formula is sacrosanct, and
that “they will fight to the last

4

ilson battle,
this time with business, is also in
prospect.

Scarce Metal Control Plan Set ForJune

asked Utah's GOP Sen. Wallace Bennett.
ilson.

reservists with sufticient points

sent overseas?

over aluminum, cop|
the middle of June. He will put these strategic metals under
a controlled material plan, which will give the Government
authority to regulate their use down to the last pound.

Wilson spelled out his plan behind closed doors to
the Joint Congressional Committee on Defense Produc-
tion.

“The controlled materials plan is one that will operate
on scarce materials absolutely,” the mobilization boss ex-
plained. “I mean, it will have the control of all the mlenal
in me particular line that is short.”

However, Wilson added ruefully: “Once you start to
control things, it is a terrific job. That is why I hatescon-
trols, and from the very bottom of my heart I hate con-

The reason for this drastic control plan, Wilson said,
was the dangerously short supply of aluminum, copper and
steel in the face of the tremendous armament program.

He warned that the steel shortage will be the most
critical, but that the copper and aluminum is not
so gloomy. For example, he reported: “We will continue
to have an aluminum shortage for this current year of may-
be as much as 180,000 or 180,000 tons . . . But by 1953,
when these American plants of ours come in and begin
to produce, we will have a plusage of aluminum, not
much, maybe 50,000 tons in 1853."

“Does that mean that, in 1983, aluminum will be in
ressonably good supply for civilian use as well as mill-

Gl Gripes

LETI'ERS pour in to this column every day from GI's. ex-
ercising Ihdr ume-hunond Ammn privilege to kick.

Itis but from

nme to time, (hh column vﬂl puhhsh the most

pes and try to give them a straight steer. Names

Wﬂl be \nlhhlld upon request.

A draftee, Ft. Story, Va. — “There are 500 of us at
Ft. Story who haven't been home since we were drafted.
Now we are supposed to be shipped overseas. We were
promised ten days leave, but this has been cut to three
days. This isn’t even enough time to get home and tell
our folks

—Jnvnmpuw reveals that several camps bave
cut furloughs in order to complete training ‘chedulel and
still meet shipping schedules. However, this column pro-
tested to the Army which promised to send a directive to
all camps, ordering at least a seven-day furlough for every
GI before he is shipped overseas.

Capt. Roger C. White Jr., somewhere in Korea—"I wish
lhepeopltnlmel!s.zvuld lh-hnfmrn[wlruax
hibited in Korea. Hundreds of women and children
are dying dally from lack of lood and the intense cold.
Is mm no way to aid them'

—"“CARE" is mow rumn‘ food and clothing to
xomn re(ugeu

A sergeant, Stoneman, Calif —“Whatever hap-
pened to (he much-] pubhdzed point system announced last

ns.—The point system was hastily abandoned Nov. 7.
1950, less than two wpeks after it was -domed An Army
spokesman explained it was scrapped bec: Chinese
intervention in Korea. Reminded that lhc Chlnh didn’t
intervene until late mber, he consulted his superiors
and came back with the story that the critical mili
situation had caused the plan to be dropped. However, it
was pointed out that the military situation was more
eritical on Oct. 28 when the point system was announced
than on Nov. 7 when it was dropped. The Army had no
further alibis.

Job-Selling Scandal

HERE is lhl inside story on Mississippl "joboll!-ht"
Mississippi's tvo Senators have affidavi!

from tvmty rural mail carriers,
mwnwhouqumchnﬂnunuumhr
jobs and favors. The Senators’ constituents claim to have
been approached by mpmt-uvu of the socalled Truman
faction of the

Jobs were sold at lhe (ollmﬂn( prices: $1,500 for
rural mail carrier, a position not requiring Semate con
firmation; $300 to $400 for acting postmaster (this ps:
ment is small, since postmasters must be confirmed by v.\n
Smmﬂoolorc«nud of price stabilization.

Contractors also paid $200 to be placed on a nonex-

istent eligible list for war contracts. A Colnm Miss.,

t he was warned his
Hlnll\udldnnlpcyl.hn(u.

contractor name
be put on a bl



