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PEOPLE V5. SYSTEMS

IRST reports from Washington indicate
that President Truman's plan to
reorganize the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation under a single Administrator
is finding lttle favor in Congress.
That is understandable, although there
has been some sentiment in Congress for
such a plan. It Is understandable because
a single Administrator would be no better
than five board members, and might even
be worse, s0 long as the Truman philos-
ophy of Presidential appointments holds.
Mr. Truman belleves in .“government
by crony”. He believes in rewarding faith-
ful party members. He belleves In repay-
ing with high office those who contribute
generously to the Democratic Party coffers.
And he apparently condones the use of
White House prestige to influence govern-
ment bureaus and agencies in what should
be non-political decisions.

Putting the RFC under one man instead
of tive would not be any great improve-
ment, 0 long as Mr. Truman clings to his
philosophy. In fact, It would smooth the
path for influence peddlers. sinoe they
would have to deal with just one man
rather than three or four.

One trulsm of democracy is that the
system doesn't matter nearly so much as
the people who administer the system. The
same system that produced a Woodrow
Wilson produced a Warren G. Harding.
What Is needed is a basic change in the
Truman philosophy of Presidential ap-
pointments rather than a change in the
RFC system. If Mr. Truman would pick men
of merit for high government posts, and
relegate his political buddies to more
menial positions, there would be no rea-
son for the current outcry about mis-
management In the RFC

ON LIMITING PRESIDENTIAL TERMS

'HE proposed 22nd amendment to the
U. 8. Constitution—to limit any future
WO be

ratified by the necessary 38 states before
many more weeks are past. The N. C. Sen-
ate shouted its approval yesterday, but
theze is still & chance that the House will
give the matter more thought.

A good case can be made out for limited
Presidential tenure. Proponents cite the
tradition set by early Chief Executives and
argue that the burden of Presidential re-
sponsibilities is so great that no man's
health can stand more than eight years In
office. Others cite the need for new faces,
new ideas, new ideals of service that come
from a change of Presidents, and point
to the tendency toward ingrained political
power inherent in long regimes.

But all of these reasons, and others, do
not alter a basic precept of demoeracy—
that the people are the final judges in such
matters, and they should be free to make
whatever choice they see fit. If the people

cannot be trusted In electing or rejecting

a man for a third term, they cannot be

trusted in electing or rejecting him for a
first term.

We hold no brief for the argument that
ratification of the amendment would be

The Gerrymander At Work

Tar Heel Congressional Districts A'W ork Of Art’

By BOB SAIN
Charlotte News Staff Writer

vltWED from the standpoint

of political strategy, North
Carolina’s “ge: " Con-
gressional districts are wonder-
ful: viewed from the standpoint
of political equity. they're awful.

There are enough Republicans
in Western North Carolina to
merit a Representative in Con-
gress, but the Democrats who
arranged the Congressional dis-
tricts have kept the Republi-
cans separated in different. dis-
tricts, so that they are not rep-
resented.

Through mapping out “bacon
strip” districts cutting down from
the Tennessee ler across
the Piedmont, the district-makers
have hitched the small Republi-
can counties of the west to the
heavily-populated and heavily-
Democratic counties of the Pied-
mont and near-east.

The result: no Republican Con-
gressmen from North Carolina.

To the Democratic organiza-
tion in North Carolina, that is
an end to be desired. To the
hill.country  Republicans,  it's
mighty frustrating.

‘What good, they might ask,
does it do for the Republicans
of Mitchell and Avery Counties
to go to the polls at all if their
votes are going to be negated by
the Democrats of Mecklenburg?

How does it happen. they
might ask, that Mitchell and
Avery, which rest snugly on the
Tennessee border, should be in
the same Tenth Congressional
District as Mecklenburg?

Obvious Answers
Until this week the Repub-
. licans had been quiet about

a slap at the Iate or
an insult to the voters who elected him
to a third or fourth terms. But Roosevelt
is useful as an example. The people clearly
wanted him In office in the war-threat-
ened year of 1940 and the war year of 1944.
And who knows but that a similar situa-
tion might prevalf at some time in the
future.

The U. 8. Constitution must be a flex-
ible document If it is to meet the demands
of changing times. To encumber it with
such restrictions as this would be to rely
too much upon the past. If our democracy
1s to survive, we must never let the dead
hand of the past have too firm a grip on
the future..

THE HEART OF REDEVELOPMENT

LTHOUGH little has been said about
® , there are varlous reports
from | that the power of condemna~
tion may be the snag upon which the
nxhn redevelopment nuhuag act intro-
duced yesterday will han;

Anyone who has ﬁndled the subject at
all recognizes that the power of con-
demnation is the very heart of urban
redevelopment. Without it, any law would
be utterly meaningless. Without it, urban
redevelopment agencles would be power-
Jess to move into blighted areas and “im
inate for the very simple reason

| that slum property is generally very profit-
able and no owner of slum property would
voluntarily surrender a source of big in-
come,

The power of condemnation, as embodied
in our laws, is an expression of the right
of eminent domain which, in turn; recog-

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

EP. JOSEPH H. WARREN'S resolution

to ban executive sessions by General
Assembly committees probably doesn't
have any more of a chance than a snow-
ball in the tropics, but it's still a good
idea.

Executive sessions, by any ylrdxuck are
out of place in a lorth
Carolina General Assembly is hmdun( the
people’s business, and there is no call for
the legislators to go Into executive session.

‘To our recollection, there have been only
two executive sessions so far. One was con-
ducted by the special committee investi-

From Th Itimore Evening Sun

nizes that the public welfare takes prece-
dence over the vested property rights of
individuals. Every form of democratic
government, and many agencles thereof,
not to mention public utilities, are clothed
with the right of eminent domain in cer-
tain well-defined areas.

The basic philosophy of urban redevelop-
ment envisions the elimination of muniel-
pal blighted areas and their restoration
for other purposes. Without the power
of condemnation, a master plan for an
entire area might fall because ot the recal-
citrance of a owner.

Any member of the Gmnl Assembly
who thinks that an urban redevelopment
act without the power of condemnation
would be of any use is utterly mistaken.
If he is under such a

didn't
mmmn it in |helr plllhrm in

. 1948, On Wednesday, however,
Republican members of the Leg-
islature introduced a bill te re-
draw the lines of the state's
twelve Congressional Districts.
Although President Truman
put his prestige behind more
equitable redistricting in the
United States, the chances for
Republican success in re-district-
ing North Carolina are slim.

Gerrymandering (use _either
the soft G or hard G) has be-
come a recognized political tool;
the Republicans use it where
they are in-control of the state
legislatures just as the Demo-
crats do. It's been a com:
practice since at least 1812 when
the term was originated.

An explanation of the origin
of the w might clarify the
practice:

in Massachusktts in 1812 the
Stnlwrhl districts were identi-

with the counties, but the
suh mﬂluﬂm ave the mw

s, o

m Re Jl (cormpondiu
to today's Democrats) had eon-
trol of the legislature—over the
Federalists—and set out to cut
the Federalist representation
even further.

The Republicans strung to-
gether such an outrageous col-
lection of counties that the re-
mlt when outlined on a map,

'mbled a.great bird. Gllblrt
sm.n the famous artist, hel
out the Federalist cause by
lddln( wings and claws and a
i lk to the nulllne "ﬂn(wll.ldo
" he

he should either readjust his thinking or
forget the whole idea.

gating the State Falr Coliseum. The other
was held by the House Finance Committee
when it was considering the Royster bill
calling for a referendum on a one-cent
gasoline tax increase to ald city streets.

There are enough “executive sessions™ in
hotel rooms in the capital city without
making them official. The two held so far
are two too many.

Rep. Warren's resolution may not get far,
but the public attention it has drawn may

discourage other executive sessions which,
after all, is the ultimate objective.

BEAUTIFUL, BUT . ..

NUT a little scientific and statistical
energy is expended these days, it seems
to us, on confirming trite adages and stale
saws. The latest to come up for review—
and substantiation—is one of the most
controversial of all sayings, that beauty
and brains don't mix too well. Nobody loses
his temper over the question, do drafts
cause cold? The stunning-but-stupid com-
monplace 1s often good for a row.

Now one of the admissions officers of
Columbia University has raked around in
the literature of the subject and come up
with & study published by a couple of
Unilversity of California professors on the
relation of personal appearance (emi-
nun) to scholastic records.

‘These researchers rated a scholastic A
" s three, s B as two, and a C as one. Then
to

batting 156 and the “homely”
‘front with 161. So, on, the
50 to say, the most orna-

ma-ﬁnn-utohvvnmd and
too, of lllu.u-.!utun
less interesting than
 matters, Even the
quite work
h suggests that

e

the absence of loveliness does not neces-
sarily connote a high degree of intellectu-
ality. And then when you really look at it
—the girls and grades we mean—there is
a lot less difference between 1.42 and 1.61
in the matter of intelligence than there is
between “beautiful” and “homely” in the
matter of face and figure. Even a pedant
would hardly let a few digits on the less
important side of a decimal point influ-
ence his judgment as between a honey and
& horror.

There are at least 11,560 things that a
husband can do that may displease the
Little Woman.—Wichita Falls (Tex.) Times.

Wear your old clothes, eat scraps, save
and loan your money—and you'll die rich
and Lamar (Mo.)

After all, 2 woman at the wheel doesn't
run down near as many people as she
might if she stayed home at the telephone.
—Carlsbad (N. M.) Current-Argus.

A few Democrats got price-control jobs
without even having been defeated in 1950.
~—Memphis Press-Scimiter.

There's another thing sald about money,
—Lhunwhohncitmddﬂnkmlbo—
holics and those who don’t it and
drink are drunks.—Mattoon IIJMM-
Gazette,

e d
A Federalist newlnllnf edi-
tor, indignant at the Republican
trick which had been signed into
law by Gov. Elbridge Gerry
snapped: “Beter call 1t a g
mander”.

In 1891,

be élected fo represent this State
ranged with some logic, with the exception of District Six

Ten years after the re-districting of IBN
had de

surgent Democrats of North Carolina

the General Assembly of North Carolina
established these districts from which Congressmen would

,R

e

JOUTHCAROLINA

The districts were or-

stretching from Mecklenburg to the sea. The reason for this
stringbean district was based on some forgotten political ob-
jective. (Certain minor liberties have been taken with district
lines since Some single counties of 1891 are now two or

more counties.)

the re-

d the Re-

publican-Populist coalition and regained control of the Leg-
islature and the governorship. Shortly after the machine

licans and Populists, who had
come into control of the Legis-
ture in 1894 and had elected a
Republi governor in 1896.
its got the Legis-
lature back in 1898 and recap-
tured the governorship (through

Much of the solidity of the
North Carolina Democratic Party

ear] of the
- ez doubiess dpe
to the redistri that
place in 1901.
The 1900 Map

A look at the district maj
mo (which still llla'ed
districts created in 1891, 'hm
the Republicans were strong)
muled lhck.lenbnrl ll tlm

Slxﬂl Dhtﬂd 'lth nll other
counties in the district, wi
exception of Pender nnd Ne'
Hanover, being on the South
Carolina border and extending
to the sea.

When the Democrats were
through redistricting in 1901,

or Gov. G
who had little to do wllh tlle
original plot, his lllml has been
llnled forever an  un-
ulous—if wldely nceepled
—nolhlnl trick. Even his bri

viceymldem under
Hndhon didn't erase the stigma
of the gerrymander.

The Simmons Touch
Another indignant n
editor in North Cll'vllm mlgm
have labelled our first gerry-
mandered districts  “simmon-
grel” districts, since their ini-
tiation corresponded with the
coming to power of Furnifold
P. Simmons.
It was Simmons who organ-
ized the campaign

was tern-
most county in the Ninth Dis-
trict.

Employing the gerrymander
technique, the Simmons group
established Mecklenburg as a
negator for the Repubunn
votes in such far-western
ties as Madison, Mitchell ln!
Yancey. Other counties in the
district included Burke, Ca-
h'bl, Cleveland, Gaston and

Bul the Ninth was not the
only gerrymandered district; a
look at the district map for
1901 will reveal shapes outland-
ish enough to join the original
“g ler”. With a few
changes, the districts are much
the same

Born in lﬂl the Tar Heel

had reached

in 1898 to regain the Legisla-
ture from the fusion of Repub-

Drew Pearson’s

full-
growth in the redistricting of
1911 and attained the deeper

lines of maturity in 1831. Not
much was accomplished in the
redistricting of 1941, when the
present Tenth District was
formed, but the gerrymander
lost none of his strength.

The Present Maop
Anyone who will look at the

present map of North Carolima’s
leﬁllml -District — be ho
Democerat or b

recognize the -ry

certainly

mander in full flower.
It will be~observed that only

the Twelfth District—in the

Wi

raphy is misleading, since the
sizable Democratic majorities of

e in Buncombe County
offset the rural Republican votes
trwn) Cherokee, Clay, Graham
et al.

The th District, which
bears a remarkable resemblance
to Mr. Stuart's original salaman-
der,

The truth of the Eighth Dis-
trict is this: the topmost two
~counties—Wilkes and Yadkin—
consistently vote Republican in
state elections. Davidson County
also has plmty of Republicans.
Sometimes, as in 1928 and 1936,
they will give a Republican can-
didate for Governor a majority.

Sometimes it is only close. Davie "

ﬁ:n"‘ owever, is staunchly
publican in state matters. It
has given a plurality to a Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor
only once since 1028; it gave J.
Melville Broughton a 150-vote
edge in 1940.

But consider the

pendulous
base of

the Eighth: not since

of Furnifold P. Snmmom came to power. in rhe state, the
D. “g ha

Districts

so ou\‘mmmly 'hut it is v-rﬁmlly impossible to elect a Re-

publican to Congress.
1928 has given a

Republican candidate a plural-
. ity, while Moore, Hoke, Scot-

land, Richmond, Anson and Un-

ion have voted Democratic since

the day of the nrpoﬂuua-

Never has either

Anson as man

coun!
Republican votes md Hokﬂ
top Republican vote for Gover-
nor ‘“Is‘:“: 1m;‘|:"r:;-l-|nu
copnts than 100 jcan
votes. It even remained loyal to
rty when Al
Smith was Presidential candi-
date in 1928 and the state gave
lntl electoral votes to Republican

spawn of pouting Populists who
never “made-up” with the Dem-
ocrats after m- Ponulm Party
went kaput url,y the cen-
tury.)

licans are llxuu
—and mull be controlled by ger-
rymander: Along the Ilnn
Ridge, which Southern pol
observer

runs
of the South,”
number can still be !«md, hold-
ing firmly to the traditions

their fa

pruvhird "the major opposition
to calling a lon conven-
tion; in moo the westerners

slave-holding, land-owning grou)
below the hll line.) P

To understand how firm this

is, lﬂok at ﬂl.

lll(ehell Counties in our M
Tenth District: they have voted
for Republican candidates for
President since time _imm

and qu h 1044 and M
Tenth's Voting Record
And o umnhﬂ i\ut hv-v
e Democratic
rymudc u. bok at the vmu
e Tenth District
IIIIC.‘

Without Mecklenburg’s heavy
Democratic vote, the Tenth Dis-
trict would have elected Charles
A. Jonas, Republican, to Con-
gress

Wlﬁ‘;ul lll.“ burg's

it len! 's
Democratic vote, the Tenm
trict would have come within
1,060 votes of electing Loomis
F. Klutz, Republican, to Con-
gress in 1044,

, but for Mecklen-

sent P. C. Burkholder, Repub-
lican, to Washington.

Without Mecklenburg's Demo-
crats in 1048, the Tenth District
would have come within
votes of electing Roy A. Har-
ﬂm. muhuun, to Cmmu.

urke,
lll:hell lnd C.lh'bl ccmpﬂﬂd
a Congressional district ~with,
say, Watauga and Ashe replac-
ing Mecklenburg, they would
problbly elect a Republican
ongr 3
And that is the gerrymander
The Dem
ocrats can t

late themseives on s besuuful
species of genus gerrymander;
the ublicans can only resign
themselves to (he fact that the
gerrymander vrvbd:ly stay
!htmudlll:u in North Cu’l
ure o
lina—which is roughly cqllivl-

lent to saying until the neth
regions acquire an ice oonm

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON.

WHETHER Jjustified or not, organized labor is near the
breaking point with the Administration, with top

labor leaders as full of venom against Harry

a Union League Club discussion of the late FDR

In_private conversations, AF of L's Bill Green and
CIO’s Phil Murray make no bones of their bitterness. But
since they begged union members to vote for him in
1948, it's a little hard to attack him publicly.

But a fellale sign of labor's revolt i a stinging edi-
torial, “Wake up, Labor," in the newspaper of the Brother-
hood of Rlllrlud Trainmen now being reproduced in
labor papers across the country without comment. It

says: “If the rest of the labor moveﬂmt still has any
Flu’ Deal stargust flecks obscuring its the
e 10 apply the towel and face relllty. Labor’s interests
vere sidetracked in practically every move and major ap-
pointment the President has made since his re-election by
the U. S working men and women.”

The editorial opens the gate for rapprochement with
the Republican Party, and recommends Sen. Wayne Morse
of Oregon as GOP standard-bearer. Sen Paul Douglas of
Tllinois is suggested on the Democratic ticket.

The disillusionment of the labor leaders who went
down the line for Truman in 1948 began soon after his
inauguration when they found mamulv- no longer in-

vited to the White House for conferences. Instead, Mr.
that labor relations be handled

amiable John Steelman. Within weeks, both Green and

were complaining to thetic Congressmen

President, that ‘;.‘;;:‘mm 1 e

o for policy appointments

It's Mutual
ABOR's coolness also had an effect on the 1950 elec-

tions where Democratic losses in the cities were heavy.

‘What bvvu:ht the rebellion to a head were:

L ﬁllun to consult with labor chiefs on the
price-wage freeze formula.

2. The lblenﬂ of a topflight labor man on Charlie
Wilson's staff. When Stuart Symington ran defense mobili-
;uou. he appointed a labor advisory council, but not

crack ecomparing railroad

rv-
ﬁmu‘:‘m o(hnld
it inl
the enemy while the rest of the 8th Army

Labor Near Breaking Point With Truman

back twelve miles, drew the North Koreans into a trap,
hit the trapped Communists on pheir flank and wiped
them out. It was a brilliant ver, nmvml that this

'illon. 'ml outstanding record two previous
wars, is nrryiu on its tradition as proudly as ever.

Cow College Diplomat

ND one would ever associate an Oklahoma cow college
professor with career diplomats, but Secretary of State

Acheson has now mixed the two together. He has placed

Dr. Henry Garland Bennett, pmidnnt of the Oklahoma
Alrkul!un!kllechuhl Inchnudunl’olnl
Four program in the St

Dr. Bennett has a Uneolnelquu knack of

reducing
every situation to its simplest terms and then uhmlmunl
hh point with an unhyl story. His approach to the Point

Four program is

“Food,” Dr.mu."h the key to lo'.lollhhlﬂ-

Most people in nndm countries depend on

land for their livelihood. It takes the total efforts of Mll‘b

everybody just to n-v' enough food to keep alive. *
“That is the licament our own people were

in 100 years ago. Bul we learned better ways to farm. hovl

less than one-third of us can feed all of us, and

o

im.'mmmeonnpmv,'ﬁq'l.hl
toward freeing themselves from threa Com-
‘wlllhnn.' - s



