i

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1951

WHY ALL THE SECRECY?

N DEC. 3, the Mecklenburg County Com-
missioners heard proponents and oppo-
«ments of the runway extension project at
meeting. After everyone had said his
the Commissioners sent spectators and
from the room and went into
session. With no public observers
hand, the Commissioners then voted 41
pject a petition to reroute a section of
Road to permit the extension.
Dec. 17, proponents #nd opponents
heard once again. When the discussion
was over, the Commission again asked the
spectators to leave. This time they permitted
iper reporters to stay. After matching
for a wellknown soft drink, a quaint little
Courthouse game of chance that seems to
have weathered the Kefauver storm. the
Commissioners voted again, this time 32,
against rescinding their previous action
The point we want to make today is that
the Commissioners clearly violated State law
I both instances, with the initial violation
the most flagrant.

Section 1538 of the General Statutes of
North Carolina, relating to meetings of the
Board of County Commissioners, says, among
other things:

Every meeting shall be open to all persons.

The meaning of that sentence is clear,
indisputable, unquestionable, obvious, sppar-
ent, transparent, lucid, unclouded. it szys
what it means and it means what it says.

Every meeting shall be open to all persons.

We do not imply that the Commissioners
lacked the courage to discuss and vote on
the project In the presence of spectators.
And we seriously doubt that they even knew
they were violating the law.

But violating it they were—flatly and in-
excusably.

And this shall be a sign unto them. lest at
some future date some alert citizen ask and
be granted the right to set aside an impor-
tant action of the Commissioners on the
grounds that it was taken at an illegal meet-
ing.

DEALING WITH A CHAMP

'W‘BIN British Prime Minister Churchill
comes to Washington next month he’ll
bring along a neat package of bargaining
points which have been since

Britain participate in these two groups, Mr.
Churchill may have decided to make his coun-
try's participation in them a condition of cer-
tain from the U. 8. He can ask

the shrewd old statesman was returned to
pewer in October.

Britain has announced that it will meet
bath the interest and installments due Dec.
1 on its multibillion dollar loans from this
country. Britain had the right to waive the
interest payments, but chose to dip into its
precious gold and dollar reserves to flieet the
bi

*Thus Churchill, who will probably ask for
financial aid or allocation of needed material,
such as steel, can point to his country's meet-
ing of an obligation despite severe economic
distress.

Mr. Churchill has also surprised many per-
sans by his reluctance to assoclate his coun-
1ty more closely with Western

the U. §. “If this federation business you
want us to join is so good why don't you
come along too?", and he undoubtedly will
tell Mr. Truman that Britain's Common-
wealth commitments preclude his country’s
entry into a strictly European Union.

Presidential Petulance

An Editerial From The St. Louis Pogt-Dispatch
Truman's latest press conference

All in all. with his 4 g skill and
persuasive power, Mr. Churchill can be ex-
pected to uphold British interests in Wash-
ington. This s not to speak disparagingly of
the Prime Minister and his country—the eon-
sequences of divergent Anglo-American
policy are evident, particularly in Iran, and
our two countries and Western Europe must
have but one common foreign policy if the
free world is to be best defended. But along
with this realization should be, on the part
of American of the

u in the Schuman Plan for a coal-steel
pool and in the European Army. However,
knowing the desire of the U. S. to have

HOW ARE WE DOING?

E guns and butter controversy has now

been widened. A couple of weeks ago-
Texan Semator Johnston's Preparedness sub-
committee declared that U. S. production of
war material is way behind schedule. Then
Senator Maybank's HouseSenate Defense
Production Committee reported we are doing
fine—there are plenty of guns, and enough
butter too.

This line—that all goes well with our de-
fense effort—has been oft-repeated by De-
fense Mobilizer Wilson. Last week it was cor-
roborated in a backhand fashion by the
Harriman Committee which is surveying
NATO rearmament. The U. S. escaped crit-
icism in the committee's report. the only
country to do so except Iceland (which has
no army), and Portugal, the weak sister
stepchild of NATO whose chief claim to
membership was her geographic location.

DIVERGENT DIALECTICS

HE U. N. Assembly discussions droned on

in Paris, and they followed a familiar
paltern. As expected. agreement was not
reached on the disarmament question, so a
nmew committee was formed. which will pre-
sumably have no more success. However,
one little-noticed event in the Assembly war-
rants filing for future reference.

One week out of each year the various
countries haggle over their individual con-
tributions to the U. N. Russia, in particular,
finds herself in a peculiar position during
this debate. Ordinarily she extols the prog-
ress and wealth of the USSR, and deprecates
the decadent condition of the U. S.

But last week she noted the increase in
national Income in the U. 5. And, she said,
Russia needs 50 much money for “reconstrue-
tion™. So wouldn't the U. S. please like to
Ppay 3892 per cent of the costs of the U. N.>

A U. N. committee, however, scaled down

From The Wall Street Journal

fact that they're dealing with the grand
champion of personal diplomacy. They had
best keep their guard up.

The nine other NATO countries were
scored for not making as great a rearma-
ment effort as they were capable of making
without wrecking their civilian economies.
Britain came off light—her low coal produc-
tion was the main criticism, while Belgium,
a relatively wealthy country, was called the
worst laggard.

On top of all this Senator Lodge, who has
considerable stature in the fields of foreign
policy and defense, said we've delivered only
about one-fifth of the, material promised to
NATO countries. “The main reason for this
poor showing,” he told the New York Her-
ald Tribune, “is that production has slipped
badly in the United States”.

Well, you pays your money and you takes
your choice. The men who really should know
don't agree on how well we're doing. In such
a situation, is it any wonder that the plain
American is slightly bewildered?

the U. S. contribution.

As the discussion came to a close. Moscow
released a Soviet report written by Politburo
member Beria. He found the U. S. economy
“constantly menaced with upheavals (with)
millions of unemployed. . . Incredible infla-
tion of the war industries and of branches
that serve these industries at the expense of
production for civilian consumption is bound
to lead to economic collapse in the near
future”.

This Beria report should be quietly filed
away by the State Department until next
year's budget debate. Then it should be pre-
sented as “evidence” that the U. S. cannot
stand the burden of continued large con-
tributions to the U. N.

After all, what sane Russian is going to
dllPﬂle Mr. Beria of the Politburo and secret
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NICE BARGAIN IN EASY CHAIRS

NDW you take Mr. Joseph DiMaggio. Peo-
ple who keep up with such things tell
us that had he desired he could have con-
tinued next year his professional conbection
with the New York Yankees for $100,000.
Instead, he decided to change his profession
1o that of a telecaster for a reported $50,000.
This probably sets 3 record for a voluntary
cut.
's true Mr. DiMaggio will probably find
his new work less arduous. He will only be
working half a season since he will broadcast

his arduous labors for $100.000 he would
have left for take-home pay around $32,000.
On his new $50,000 job he will take home
about $23,000.

So what happened to that $50,000 salary
cut? It's shrunk to a mere $9,000, and that

T
X" made it about as clear as clear can be that
the scandals in his own administratiéh must have
loomed big in his mind as he hurried§back from
Key West to Washington, Certainly, the Intérnal

cratic Mayors—and Governors and Presidents for
that matter.
As Raymond P. Brandt, our chief Washington

Revenue and Justice d what
Mr. Truman is going to do about them—were chief
subjects of his meeting with the correspondents.

Unhappily, the President did not meet ihe issue

corruption in government with full candor and
frankness. He did not announce immediate and
specific measures of dealing with the moral crisis.
Instead, be said that his Administration would “‘con-
tinue” action against unworthy governmental em-
ployees, and suggested that he may create a special
house-cleaning agency in the days ahead

At the same time, the President said that be
would not ask for the resignation of Attorney
General McGrath or Democratic National Committee
Chairman McKinney. He said this despite the ques-
tions which have been raised about the activities
of both men. Surely, it would have been wise to
suspend judgment until those questions are fully
answered.

. .

WORST of all, Mr. Truman vented his obvious

bad temper on the Post-Dispatch. This was
beneath the dignity of the White House. This news-
paper certainly is not disposed to argue with the
President whether he knew about the activities of
former Assistant Attorney General T. Lamar Caudle
before some of these were made public in the col-
umns of the Post-Dispatch. But if he did know
about that mess, why did he not promptly pass
the information on to Attorney General McGrath?

As for Mr. Truman's charge that the Post-Dispatch
interested itself in the activities of St. Louis Inter-
nal Revenue Collector James P. Finnegan because
Mr. Finnegan is a Democrat, that charge falls of its
own weight. The President tried to buttress it with
the statement that this newspaper had expressed ap-
proval of a Republican Mayor. But if Mr. Truman
was searching the record for that kind of evidence,
he might have looked far enough to find that the
Post-Dispatch had also said good things about Demo-

. Mr.
the part of the Post.Dispatch in exposing the Tea-
pot Dome scandal of the Harding Administration. Ot
if that history is too ancient, he can not have for-
gotten the almost single-handed work of the Post.
Dispatch iff bringing to light the record of the Re-
publican Green Administration in Ilinois.

Mr. Truman prides himself on his political astute-
ness, so he must recall that those disclosures led

irectly to the election of the Democratic Stevenson
Administration and indirectly to his return to the
White House. Gov. Adlai Stevenson won by 572,067
votes. Mr. Truman carried Illinois by a plurality of
only 33,612.

But no more of this. The t bas been made.
And the point is that the Post-Dispatch does not look
for partisan identification tags where corruption is
concerned.

. e .
YET WE must conclude that Mr. Truman has
been more than a little partisan in his ap-
proach to the current scandals. It has been sug-
gested that some of his advisors counseled him to
sit tight until the storm blows over. It would not
be a very big storm, guessed. Mr. Truman
however, came to the conclusion that it called
for some action. He ordered the discharge of Mr.
Caudle, and he claims a hand in the removal of
Mr. Finnegan. And he y yet take further and
broader steps. But all this comes slowly and un-
der pressure. *
“‘Wrongdoers have no house with me," said the
President, “no matter who they are or how big

they are.

Well enough said. But the statement would have
been more impressive had it come earlier and had
it been accompat by an an of specif-
ic and drastic measures for ferreting out wrong-
doers and bringing them to .

That would have been much more in keeping
with the high office of the Presidency than an
exhibition of personal petulance.

CAUDLESE

'One Senator Of Wiley Type

-

Spoils The Labor Of Others
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pool under the Schuman Plan and
a European army under a com-
mon defense minister. The freedom

the sober stu-
dents.

One exception among the Stras-
bourg group was Senator Alexan-
der Wiley of Wisconsin. While
Wiley's colleagues put his behavior
down merely to a normally ex-
hilarated temperament, it was none
the less embarrassing when it
burst forth before astonished Euro-
peans.

The group was received in mid-
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ould promptly
;.l was the case, then they could
rican aid to be

Republican
victory next year. At times his col-
leagues felt that the well-meaning
Wiley could hardly wait for that

Whatever the total of Con-

priated for military and economic
assistance to Europe and Asia.
Since the task of government i
today so far-flung, it is only logi-
cal that Congress should want to
extend its stewardship in a first-
hand examination of what is hap-
pening overseas.

The real test of all this journey.
ing to and fro will come when
Congressional committees begin in
the new year to examine the for-
eign aid program that will be pro-
posed by the administration. Then
we shall see whether the realities
seen with the naked eye have been
borne in on Americans who flitted
from country to country.

Just Remember, Not All The

Government Folks Are Crooks
By JAMES MARLOW

WASHINGTON
NOTH’!NG sensational about
three men sacked in 45 years

for crookedness.

Not a drop in the bucket com-
pared with more than 50 fired in
a year from the Internal Revenue
Bureau.

Three chiselers sacked in al-
most half a century can't com-
pete for interest with cutrate
mink, home freezes, free Florida
plane trips.

From the scandals, now explod-
ing, it's easy to get the impres-
sion all Government employees
carry bushel , waiting for
handouts.

The impression isn't any more
true than trying to generalize by
saying all people are good or all

* people are bad.

And the opposite side of the ~

Since the agency was founded
three men had to

t none
its employees could accept
gifts or favors of any kind from -
any person or organization in the
drug-food-cosmetic field.

Further, lest it should create
an embarrassing situation, the
employees are not to accept lunch
from afiyone in that field.

E: new employee is told

picture comes from Charles W,  doesn't mean the employees can't
Crawford, head of the Food and  bave other outside interests.
Drug Administration. Last night President n

gencies go,
it's small. It doesn't make head-
e

s often.
It has about 1,000 employees
scattered among sixteen field of-

(An Editorial from The Greensboro Daily News)

fices around the country and the :ﬂnz told the steps another agen-
main office in Washington. y has years to
All come from the Govern.  keep its employees m’l}lil

E Monroe Journal is miffed
about Yankee criticism of
Lamar Caudle’s Southern accent.

It says Life Magazine made a
great “show" of trying to quote
him phonetically and failed mis-
erably. radio commentator
said “Caudle’s speech was as
Southern as the cane brakes of
Mississippi. Another said he had
a deepSouth drawl straight out

Life and others said about him.
Our verdict is against Caudle
and not his detractors.

Whether our notorious migrant
picked up that molasses-dripping
dialect from Wadesboro or points
west, gorth or south, as trans-
mitted by radio, it resembled
nothing so much as the way out-
landers might mimic Southerners
in fu

don; it was as if he purposely
set out to satirize the rolling
sweetness of the Southern drawl.
The average Southerner, hearing
his voice by radio, might reason-
ably ask: “Is somebody pulling
my leg?”

Even if we can’t throw rocks

pest's Civild Service rolls. None ~ Was the Housing

a political aj
The agency's is to enforce
laws and

, drugs
cosmetics to be pure, safe and
honestly labeled.

In the past year it has started
more than 360 criminal actions

against offenders and seized
more than 1400 items of bad

The following story comes from

of the hills of North Carolina.

We heard Caudle on the radio
and we read and heard what

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

ALIOST every Administration when it first takes office

Gen'al

1™ stuff: he
sonants and

cleans up at the expense of the Administration which pre-
led it. Then it leans on the broom.

Part of this broom-leaning, of course, is because the
graft it would have to clean out later is its own graft;
and the clean-up would hurt people in high places.

Thus, just as Roosevelt came into office, an important
start was made toward a tax fraud clean-up. Actually, it
was started by Republican Progressive Senators Blaine of

and B

ing taxes under Hoover
E. Mitchell, president of the National City Bank. A total of
$6387.137 was also collected from Benedum Trees, the
Pittsburgh oil millionaire, and public attention was called
to the legal tax-dodging schemes of James Forrestal and
various J. P. Morgan partners.

Morgenthau’s Tax System

The former 'Sistant 'Torney
fairly drooled cawn-pone,

i con-
vowels with aban-

Southern gentleman.”
We resent that, suh.

In Jackson's old place, Truman appointed weak-sister
Charles Oliphant, recently a pathetic witness befoge the
King committee; and in Irey’s place he appointed W. H.
Woolf, honest but not vigilant.

As Commissioner of Internal Revenue, Truman ap-
pointed a mediocrity named George Schoeneman, who

All these appdintments were made after Bob Hannegan,
friend of the bigity bosses, took over the Democratic

National Committee and the political fortunes of Harry
Truman.

Sacrosanct Frankie Costello
W s 0 Tatione] Rkt e copene ot e

Crawford who didn
up with it, saying “What a good
little boy am L” He way asked
for it.

't just step

New Brooms Sweep Clean—For A While

At about this time, also, Harry Anslinger, Nareotics
Commissioner, was watching Costello for possible con-

staff, he had the help of twelve Internal Revenue agents.
This was a natural co-operation, since both narcetics and
revenue are under the )

But suddenly Bolich demanded that the twelve rev-
enue men be taken off the Costello assignment.
protested, but it did no good.

Agents’ Morale Damaged

NATUIALLY, all this makes for discouragement
the many tax agents whose
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