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OPTIONS FOR THE SOUTHERN VOTER

W that the death knell has been sounded

for the ill-considered coalition of Repub-
lieans and Southern Democerats, it is in order
fo suggest a better plan of action for The
South in the forthcoming Presidential elee-
tien year.

For ten weeks, a special unofficial, Com-
mittee to Explore Political Realignment has
studied the possibility of re-shaping the two-
party system to clarify what it calls the
“issues between conservatives and socialists™.
Passing over for 2 moment the loose use of
the word “socialists™ (the issue being not so
sharp s all that), we quite agree with the
cammitiee that such a coalition cannot be
artanged before the 1052 convention and,
thus, should be shunted aside fof future
reference.

From the standpoint of political theory.
it would be most helpful to the voter if a
reifrangement of thé two parties could be
warked out. Both parties are potpourris of
political ideals. The Democrats range from

to Byrd, the from
"Morse to Capehart. With such an amalgama-
tion, and with utterly no party discipline of
the order known in Great Britain. the voter
has no clear-cut choice for the simple reason
that there is no party responsibility.

A reshaping of the two-party system. how-
ever, is so complex and it would disturb so
many traditions that it must await future
deyelopments. It cannot be wrought over-

night.

Meanwhile, the Southern Democratic voter,
who seems to be more concerned over the
course of his party than Democrats else-
where, is in®a quandary.

Senator Byrd offers him one solution. Byrd
holds out the promise of a successful third.
party revolt, better organized and better led
than the 1948 Dixiecrat movement. which
would throw the election into the House of
Representatives and enable The South to
name the next President. The Byrd proposal

has many drawbacks. not the least of which
is that Southern voters would, in effect. be
surrendering their cherished right to vote
for a President and handing it over by proxy
to the Southern delegation in the House. We
are not at all sure that Southern voters will
be willing to give up their ballot. Further-
more. there is no real assurance. despite
Byrd's confidence, that Southerners can con-
trol the House in so important a ballot. A
more numerous coalition of liberal Democrats
and Republicans from other sections might
be organized to block the Selection of an
arch-conservative

Another solution. amounting to little more
than a fond hope, has been advanced by the
two North Carolina Senators, Willis Smith
and Clyde R. Hoey Both hope that President
Truman will not be nominated; both believe
that the Democratic Party can be returned
to its traditional course: both believe a new
Democratic Administration would sweep out
the dust and dirt of Trumanism, leaving the
party pure and clean and healthy. If we are
not convinced by Smith and Hoey, it is be-
cause the signs are increasingly apparent
that the Democratic Party has been in power
too long. and that it is so encumbered with
weaklings that it is not strong enough to
cleanse itself. =

There is a third course of action that the
Southern voter may choose. It is the more
direct approach. It is the solution that ap-
pears to hold out the best promise of a
vigorous two-party system in The South. It is,
we believe. the best way. for Southerners
1o jockey themselves into a position where
their wishes will be considered by both
major parties now and in the future

If Southern Democratic voters are as dis-
satisfied ‘with the Democratic Party of Harry
Truman as their leaders profess them to be.
is there any reason why they shouldn't vote
Republican in 18527

ANOTHER BIG FISH GETS AWAY ‘

'UPREME Court Justice Tom C. Clark is
not the only high government official
who has been treated too deferentially by the
Ways & Means subcommittee headed by Rep.
Cecil King. Secretary of the Treasury John
Snyder has gotten off light also.

Snyder was named to his high post in June,
1046. As Secretary of the Treasury, he is re-
#ponsible for the Bureau of Internal Revenue.
Yet, sofar in the income tax scandal inquiry,
he has not been asked to explain why the
zx‘?-u became so corrupt under his steward-

Snyder may not be personally responsible
for the derelictions and misdeeds of collectors
and agents, many of whom have recently”
been fired. But he cannot avoid some meas.

EUROPE MOVES WHILE U.

% ,Hxs'ronv was made this week in France

By voting overwhelmingly to adhere to

the Schuman Plan, the French National As-

sembly became the first legislative body of a

médjor power to vote to relinquish national
sovereignty. N

Under the Schuman Plan upranational
authority will run the $4 billion a year coal
and steel business of France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Italy, West Germany and Lux-
enibourg. Unlike the U. N.. NATO. and all
other international agencies with their pow-
erless advisory- committees. this new body
will have the power of forceful action. The
nide-man executive will be controlied by an
international parliament. with legal ques-
tions to be decided by a special court.

The Dutch have already ratified the Schu-
min Plan. West Germany is due to act on
It jearly in January, with the other three
countries expected to follow soon. But the
Frpnch vote put the jdea over the hump. The
other countries have been taking their cues
from the farsighted French leaders on this
préposition, and ratification by the other
countries is now virtually assured.

. .

News of the National Assembly’s vote dra-
matically reached Strasbourg just as French
Foreign Minister Schuman was i

ure of responsibility for the rottenness at the
top of the structure,

As the current investigation moves along,
two things become Increasingly clear:

1. The freeand easy, “take care of your
friends" philosophy,_in the Justice Depart-
ment and the Bureau of Internal Revenue has
come into vogue since President Truman
advanced to the Presidency. The two agencies
were administered on a higher ethical basis
under President Roosevelt.

2. The King subcommittee has studiously
avoided turning the searchlight on the high
government officials and Democratic Party
big-wigs who manipulated the key agencies to
suit their own purposes.

If the investigation does not go beyond the
Caudles and Oliphants, it will fail of its main
objective.

S. TALKS

navia, prefers transatlantic union). Other
Congressmen darkly warned Europe that she
had better hurry up and federate (which is
exactly what she is doing) or there would be
1o more sugar from Uncle Sam. The Admin-
istration attitude toward Europe continued
the same. Translated from gobbledygook it is
this: “That’s nice, boys. Now you get together
and set up your rules and play games by your-
selves, then don't bother Daddy any more”

It would be so nice if we could follow out
this policy. But Daddy lives in a bad old
world. and European Union. meritorious as
it is. does not solve our problem

“ ..

The crux of the problem is this: Not just
Western Europe. nor Britain, nor Scandina-
via, nor the U S and Canada. are in this
big effort to defend themselves. All of them
are, and to that end they are allied together
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
The main defect of NATO is that, like the
U. N.. it is a loose association of governments,
any one of which can veto or disobey any
decisions of the NATO Council, although they
all recognize that concerted action is neces-
sary. General Eisenhower, trying to weld
an army from the soldiers of the twelve Pact
countries, has twelve bosses. When Western
Europe is the six will

to the press major agreement by the same
#ix countries on another unique post-war
development, the European Army.

The European Army will also have a par-
liamentary control body. First there will
be 2 special assembly chosen by the national
parliaments, with the ministers also responsi-
ble to their own national parliaments. Later,
# federal minister will be chosen and. as In
the case of the coal and steel pool. the Army
will be operated as a specialized authority
within the Council of Europe.

Agricultural, transport and other pools will
then be brought in, under a common parlia-
ment, the Council of Europe Assembly, which
will have full parliamentary powers within
the specified categories, as our Federal Got:
emment has. As Mr. Schuman puts it, all
Europe will come “under one hat”
’.1‘:\:' h"lw' this week made another ma-

in its overthrow of centuries.ol
1d tra-

be merged into one, leaving only seven,
which is exactly six too many

Our President. Secretary of State and Con-
gressmen, Republican and Democrat. liberal
and conservative, cry that we need Atlantic
unity. But when it comes down to cases, our
case that is, many of them become vague,
counsel caution, or suggested another com-
mittee be formed.

Senator Taft's reasoning in this matter is
typical of many of his.cohorts. “If all the
Atlantic Pact nations agreed to a new form
of internatiorfal organization based.on law
and justice without veto”, he says “it could
operate between themselves and settle all
disputes among them.”

An international organization based on law
and justice, without veto, is of course one

‘Nothing’s Out Of 'Coqtrol
;i -

. We Designed It That Way’

HEmBLock.
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Democratic Party Strengthened

Negro Voters Look To 52

By TARLETON COLLIER
In The New Leader

ASWIFTER rate. of change in the political pat-

terns of most Southern states is inevital

with the 1952 election. One sees, for example,

candidate for nol

jana and five N

in New Orleans seeking nomination to the
Iature.

What is phenomenal about this is that these Ne-
groes are not out to break the Solid South, but to
join it. They are avowed Democrats, seeking votes
in next Winter's Democratic primary. Until quite
recently, the Democrats in most of the South had
a “white primary,” by Party rule or by law.

Negro candidates can be expected to appear, as
Democrats, in practically every state of the South.

The aim is not to win public office, at least
not yet. Rather the plan is to induce Negroes to
register and to take in the processes of govern-
ment which touch them most directly, in city, county
and state.

There are more than five million Negroes of vot-
ing age in the 11 states of the old Confederacy.
In South Carolina they comprise almost 40 per cent
of the total population of voting age; in Mississippi,
nearly 50 per cent. -

Once the awareness of their potential strength is
fixed, it will be put to use, first of all, to oppose
tradition and reaction in politics

One of the convulsions which made this course
possible—to the conventional Southern politician the
most cataclysmic—was the Supreme Court's deci-
sion in 1944 in the Texas case of Smith vs. All-
wright. 5
REACTION OF THE OLD GUARD

The court said that a primary election was an
integral part of the total electoral process. There
could be, then, no such thing as an exclusive white
primary.

The first scheme for muffling this statement of
natural equality was hatched in South Carolina. Olin
Johnston, now Senator and then Governor, called
the legislature into special session to wipe from
the statutes every mention of primary elections.
Thus, it was argued, there would be no link between

gis-

and 4 party s
The primary would be the affair of a private organi-
ation. a ciu
The Negro, of course, did vote. The courts
pointed out that “private clubs and business organi-
zations do not vote and elect a President of the
United States, and the Senators and members of
the House of Representatives’ The Democratic
party of South Caralina was enjoined from exclud-
L Negro voters. .
"4 he present Governor of Couth Cafolina, James F.
Byrnes, is saying today with emphasis equal to
that of the 1344 predictions that no Negro wil
éver go to a white public school in South Carolina.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASmNGTT?;‘lJ
OST of the world was intrigued over President -
Nl man’s much-publicized meeting with the Joint Chid.!
of Staff following his return from Key West. However, :
turned out to be pretty much routine after all Highligh

of the meeting was an optimistic assurance

Omar Bradley that a ceasefire could be worked out in

Korea.

The nation's highest diplomatic and mﬂ!u{y chiefs

were waiting in the Cabinet room when
strode in. He was grinning broadly.

tan.

the talking, and here is a bi

msh-‘khz ‘hands
everyone around the conference table, he reported
it was “good to be back,” and asked how they liked his sun-

After that, he let the Joint Chiefs of Staff do most of
fter !

In North Carolina Negroes are going to the state
university; they are running for office and occasion-
ally being elected. Negroes are members of city
councils in Fayetteville, Greensboro and Winston-
Salem.

In Tennessee, two Negroes are in Nashville's city
council. .

In sixteen Southern cities, there are 417 Negro po-
licemen, and 468 Ne; are in managerial-pro-
fessional posts (physician, social worker, nurse, mu-
nicipal judge, etc.) More than 110 job classifica-
tions above the unskilled level are held by Negroes.

Negro leaders feel that the time is past (or
passing) when violence preceded election days. They
feel that large registrations and representative vot-
ing will put an end to it entirely, for the obvious
reason that tolerance, even if only forced, comes
with political strength.

The Negroes of the South are not seeking conflict
in the sense of active, heated controversy,
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 3

Strange to say, the Seuthern Negro, who might
be thought to be more rebellious and eager for
quick results because of long rejection, is more con-
servative than His brothers elsewhere.

His leaders are more realistic. They want to con-
solidate their gains for practical pusposes, and this
is why they will remain Democrats. The Democra-
tic party is the only medium for selection of state
and local officers; its nominees are almost autrma-
tically elected.

By invoking normal. rather than revelutionary,
political action, the Southern Negro leader actually
seeks to prove that his people are better Demo-
crats than those who have rejected him for so
long.

It is expected that between two and three mil-
lion Southern Negroes will register for the 1952 pri-
maries. There might be more. In any case, it is
reasonable to suppose that there will be a sub-
stantial warning to the old machines to look sharp
to their control and to the necessity of ameliorating
rigid old attitudes.

It seems also reasonable that, as 8 conlequzm:

e

tional ticket for 1948. The Dixiecrat revolt was in
large measure a drive to capture state organiza-
tions, though this political motive was well covered
and rationalized by the fog of incitement to an-
cient prejudices. )

But now entering the scene is a large body of
new Democrats who certainly may be counted on

to stand against this sort of thing and who might .

easily circumvent it. The Byrneses, Talmadges and
Byrds will get few of their votes.

Until the day of definite party realignment, the
Negro's entrance into active participation in South-
ern politics is almost bound to give a more solid
substance to the Democratic party in the South.

.

warned.

Quiet Admiral

Gen.

with
that Least talkative of the joint chiefs was
ler, who made a short, half-minute
aenured "
out “any mission any time any place.

on rotation. This would be a “blow to morale,” Collins

HOW!V!R. General Collins readily agreed that “minor

concessions” on other points should be made in order
should be granted that we “would later regret”

Admiral
speech in which he.
the President that the Navy is prepared to carry

dle East has no Mao Tse-tung. Yet
there is much that is the same.

There is, both here in London
and in Washington, the same sense
of a vague uneasiness and impo-
tence, the same tendency of offi-
cials to alternate between hand-
wriaging self - justification and in-
ertia, -the same half-concealed but
growing break between American
and British policy. There is in the
Middle East the same resistance
ange in an area where change
is utterly inevitable; the same cor-
ruption, the same irresponsibility;
and the same curious death-wish
afflict the Middle Eastern ruling
classes; and everywhere there is
the same fierce hatred of the West
which was a central Communist
asset in China.

The Middle East might go just as
suddenly as China. It is easy to see
how this might happen. Iran is
hovering now on the brink of inter-
national disintegration. 1f the pow-
erful Communist underground
takes Iran, the Middle East will
be like China after the crossing of
the Yangtze. Iraq will fcllow Iran,
and in time, whatever we may do,
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riously.” .
In recent months we have in-
deed learned to.take China serious-

same lesson over’ again in the
same way. Our policy in the Mid.
dle East must become a national
policy, uninfluenced by domestic
poli as James Forrestal so
futilely and pathetically labored to
make it. We must take Middle
Eastern policy out of the hands of
well-intentioned amateurs; the very
best brains the United States has
to offer must be brought to bear
on this complex, incredibly diffi-
cult problem. In a word, we must
first of all learn to take the Mid-
dle East seriously. Otherwise we
shall lose the Middle East as sure-

2 a we

ly as we lost China, and then
lesson the
hard yay, the bloody way.

DiMaggio, Unlike Most Public
Figures, Knew When To Retire-:

By ROBERT

NEW YORK
IN THE dingy disarray of the
public scene, in which nobody
seems to have done anything right
for some time, it is nice to note
that Mr. Joseph DiMaggio quit on
top of the hill. Quit before he was
shoved—quit while he still had
the dignity that has always marked
him, quit while he still had the
bargaining power to stay.

The last hit Wat Joe made as a
member of the New York Yankees
was a stinging double that had ‘all
the character of a triple. He didn"t
have to hit it, with the Series

won, and a

timely smacks and- vital walks

ahead of it. He got thrown out
-sloppy

they cheered him.

Very few of us, and especially
athletes, get an opportunity to quit
with all the flags hung. The poli-
ticians run for that one extra of-
fice. The generals go fo pasture
on the board of directors for
some company they smiled at
when they were working for the
wars. The writers write the one ex-
tra book, the one they shouldn't
have triec with blunted touch.
The boxers collect on the extra
point clout oa the chin, and the
wonderful memory is erased by
the embarrassing picture of a tired
old man with his foot tangled in
the ropes.

HE DID THINGS RIGHT

DiMag has done more things

amount of good luck,
amazing amount of bad luck that
be largely

regarding this

rief, of
what happened at the ting which caused so much
world-wide speculation:

The President sat back, listened intently and called
for everyone's views. Occasionally, he bounced his fingers
together reflectively, in a_quick, impulsive gesture, and
made such comments as: “That's a tough one.”

General Bradley led of with a summary of the Korean
situation. He reported that the Communists seemed to be
ready to come to terms, that a cease-fire agreement could
be worked out if both sides made concessions.

However, Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, Air Chief of Staff,
opposed making any major concessions. He was particularly

t against allowing the Communists the right to

the Communists on inspection teams behind the lines.
‘We have been holding out for inspection by joint U.N.-Com-

C. RUARK
:ol:' occurs offhand as a competi-

While we smother in the stench
from Washington, it is possible 1o
gasp a breath of fresh air by con-
sidering Giuseppe Paul DiMaggio,
the young man from Martinez, Ca-**
lif.,, whose childhcod companions _
are mostly in jail. =

Apart from an understandable re-
action to early success in ma-

of which he

DEVELOPED GRACE
In the thirteen years he spent

as a person as well as a X
He began as one of the most
awkward athletes who evermade

tailored his personality at the same !
time. d

No more easily gaited youny

was never a character, or a pop- _
off guy. He made a few close
bung onto them. He

The closest 1

a demonstration out of

was a sly wink he some
of us when he hit a and
slid into third after a lengthy bat
ting slump,

Truman Meeting With JCS Was Routine

House was the question of withdrawing U. N. tree
m‘-.ltomh;u—-mu\hmm;-.h'mmm

not be made public dow.

If | Were President
HmY TRUMAN constantly complains to M""‘

can't get good men to come into the Government.
‘What he doesn't realize is that few mes want to risk
scahdal contamination with X ]
though many would come in if the President cleaned
house, began with a new slate.
Fechte- There isn't a chance in the world that he’ll appoint
them, but here is a rollcall of a cabinet
some of Truman's friends the other

munists teams, but the Reds have been arguing for in*  gmailRuginess Administrator;
jon by “neutral mations.” 7 m.wll::plw :":
By neutral nations, the Communist negotiators said miliar with the giant Nazi business ‘enterprises now be-
they I!nunl Poland and wvakia. Later, however, ing administered
they agreed that they would also Denmark. Secretary of Treasury—Randolph Paul, the bril
Sweden and Switzerland as “neutral nations.” These liant former chief counsel of the Treasury.
three would be acceptable to us, and General Bradley pro- of Internal Revemue—Maury
posed giving ground on this point. This has mow been or Leon Hendersom, both crusaders with years

adaman
build sirfields during the cease-fire.

Gen. J. Lawton Collins, the Army Chief of Staff, The chief th tollhe’l-‘“l "

mbﬂusmmm

going toward union with her -—nmmm'umnﬂ o t within the next twenty days.

meighbors. (Britain, Scandi” entering Korea, thus blocking replacements for combat 3 Truman substitute Paul Porter Secretary

TR A“.":;, advisory boards. wveterans who have been promised the chance to go home _  Another matter that was discussed at the Whits mﬂh-hhhdﬁd& -
3 /| oo P, " -



