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DUKE'S RATE REQUEST
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price, and there is no reason why electricity
should be an exception.

Even so, the people of North and South
Carolina will properly expect the two state

has been no .change im Duke's 4 .
rote siactire silcs rates were, reduced. n - ULHIY mergriss v gl s ik
1989, wages are up 155 per cent,  quest most closely. Many other factors
copper 118 per cent, steel 127 per cent, to be considered: the abundance of water in
eresoted poles 91 per cent, insulators 90 certain years that has reduced coal consump-

cent, transformers 61 per cent, etc. tion at steam generating plants; the greater
’"Duk. has. 1 or proj h f electrici ed in the
completed, jected yolume of electricity consumed in the same
~  through 1654, some $250,000,000 in new faci-  goooraphical area; the sharp increase in resi-
B e s bt arricrtt  dential water heating devices that smosthe
of power generated. : out the power load for homes.

The requested rite incresse wil total 83, The final responsibility for judging the
000,000 a year, less than four per cent of reasonableness of Duke's request will rest
the company’s current gross revenues. The upon the two state commissions. In theory
maximum increase for general residential ¥ at Jeast, they are the guardians of the peo-
:"'h."'m I“ exceed ”;:"‘ ol ‘;;"‘ ple's interest (though we are not at all cer-
l.'h.‘ ‘exceed fifteen tain they have the technical facilities to
month. N, i compete with adroit utility statisticians and

Duke contends the higher earni are  attorneys). At the same time, they must per-

to obtain able terms it blie utility t fair rets
‘mecessary on reasonable mit a public utility to earn a fair return on
the large amounts of new capital necessary  jts investment
for. continuing construction and €xpansion 1y puke's need for the extra $3.000.000
o 3x facilities. in reventue can be proved, this news-
‘That, in brief, is the company's position. paper will not dppose the rate increase. But
Offhand, the burden of proof is clearly upon the

the request appears to be a modest
justified by the changing economic

applicant, and the two state regulatory bodies

«conditions of the postwar inflationary period. must be more than rubber stamps if they
Virtually everything else has gone up in are to fulfill their duty to tae people.

PREVIEW OF 1952

iAmlﬂm-mw to chew upon than the time-worn blasts at
potential candidate for political office the Republican “Old Guard”, the assailing
assumes and i¢ given wide latitude when he of the “rich special interests”, the effort to

is making an avowed political speech on an cover up the Truman Administration's own
avowed political occasion before an audience deficiencies by charging its opponents with
of avowed party workers. “smear™ tactics. .
Harry S. Truman followed the rule this  These things may bring chebs from the
week. He made an outandout polltica] PA'LY Backs may get votes s
spoech penly announced political less. But they do not appeal to the more
- -“'-mm voter whe cannot but be
attuned Democratic Women's Clup. S727ely concerned over the appalling respon-
sibilities facing his nation today and who
Hence, if what came out was something would like to hear them discussed calmly
less than statesmanlike, if it was somewhat and rationally. i
Jess dignified than the American people  Unfortunately, there was nothing in the

their President, 00 Truman address save his defense of his for-
been surprised. Mr. Truman  eign policy to give rise to the hope that the
roughand-tumble “give- 1952 campaign will be more than an oratori-
political warfare. He ¢a] siugfest. The only hope for the thoughtful
that his free- yoter—indeed the only hope for our democ-
swinging style is productive of results, and racy_js that the American voter of the year
We are resigned, somewhat reluctantly, to 1951 is more mature than some of the poli-
a repetition of the tactics in 1952. ticians imagine, and that he will see through
That does not mean we are happy about it, the sham, the bombast, and the spleen of
however. The nation needs something more the upcoming campaign.

THE STORM THAT SUBSIDED \

YOU REMEMBER all the fuss about Roosevelt bowed to his critics. He said he
for Thanksgiving a few years wouldn’t tamper with custom any more, and
ooy promised to set aside the first Thursday
of November for Thanksgiving. Then Con-
gress, which had done much of the holler-
ing, turned right around and adopted a res-
olution assigning Thanksgiving to the fourth
Thursday in November, just what President
Roosevelt had tried to do. FDR signed the
resalution on Dec. 26, 1841
Editorial Research Reports adds the follow-
ing interesting historical footnote

-

the details until
Editorial Research Reports sent along a
* timely reminder. President Roosevelt said he
iday up one week at the

finally ' subsided. too. In 1041 President

YACKETY-YAK DEPT.

OMEONE once asked the famed editor,
Horace Greeley, why he wrote such long
“Because | baven't time to write

short ones,” snapped Greeley.

Probably Mr. Greeley put bis finger on the
main fault of most editorial writers, of most
after-dinner speakers and, if we may put the
thing in the kindliest light, of most Congress-
men and Senators.

What brings the subject to mind is the
annual report on the loquacity of our gar-
rulous representatives in Washington. Long-
winded Semators talked 966 hours and 46

mere 20700 for each Representative.

The printed record weighed 100 pounds,
ran six times as long as the Bible, and the
printing cost figured out ta $6.638 per Sen-
ator.

And that, mind you. didn't include any of
the many committee hearings.
If we wanted to be nasty, we'd cite a few

actions” . . . or Richard Barnfield's “Words
are easy, like the wind” . . . or Thomas
Hobbes' “Words . . . are the money of fools™.

minutes this year. filling up 8.001 three And we'd toss in, as an extra dig, The Bard's
column pages in the Record, all adding @ famous quip from King Henry, “Men of few
some more 12,000.000 words—or an average words are the best men”.

of 125,000 words per Senator. But, since we've been guilty of prolixity
The House was more businesslike. Jts and verbosity ourselves om occasions, we'll
members talked for 704 hours and 41 min-

fornia, bringing death to seven and injury
10 22 more, is one that need mot have hap-
pened—and would not, if ome man had
©obeyed the law against driving after drinking.
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was
the bus.  ATour.
and his
falling 40 feet. 1ty hard for communism to make gains
on the high- in this country when every American who

|

accident in Cali-

Collected By Bill Sharpe

TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

Turm Off The Highway . Why Not?
(Richmond County Journal) (Wilson Times)

If it were possible to get the majority of people Some even take the that “T've earnmed
who own automobiles to follow a suggestion made my pension” which of course is far from the truth.
by a Rockingham man a few days ago the traffic No one earns anything simply by getting old. M
problem. would be on the way to solution. This man the parents supported the children in their infancy,
suggested that those who are in the habit of taking why shouldn’t those children support the parents

a drive along the highways just for the pleasure

y get out of m about, especially on Sundays
and bolidays, drive over some of the fine country
roads of the county instead of the two or three
main thoroughfares that traverse the county.

He pointed out that this habit of getting off into
the byways would not only enable one to see more
of the interesting things of nature, but at the same
time one would be getting away from the dangers
of congested traffic. Since the State is now paving
$o many of the country roads, the pleasure of
“just riding” is equally as great out in the sparse-
ly settled country as it is along a national high-
way. Furthermore. one is more likely to see some-
thing pew and interesting; things that he never
knew existed.

.
That’s Enough
(Sanford Herald)

Charlie Kennedy overheard this the other day
while going home from school. Naturally the sub-
ject was girls:

It seemed that Joe was puzzied over the social
problems and discussed them with his buddy, John

“1 bave walked to school with this woman three
times,” he said, “and I bave carried her books. 1
bought her chocolate shakes twice. Now do you
think I ought to kiss her”'

“Naw.” said Mortimer, ““You've done enough for
that woman already.”

Plenty More
(Billy .Arthur, News & Views)

A Marine cracked about one of the sub-standard
rental joints near Tent Camp. “If they'd aver clean
the place, they'd find two more rooms,” he said.

The Smart Ones
(Harry Snook, Daily Tar Heel)

The Carolina eampus is a squirrel's paradise. No
nhappy squirrel has ever been ed.

For many weeks now the little grey animals have
been busy stocking up a Winter hoard of nuts and
whatever else they eat. One squirrel was observed
busily borying a nut right out in the middle of every-
where. A coed wanted to know how that squirrel
would ever remember where be put the nut.

“Well," replied the boy with her, “If we see a
mad squirrel tearing up the sod this Winter, we'll
know he didn't remember."

Still. the lady had the last word:

“I don't see why a smart squirrel wouldn just
:Llﬂup in a tree and watch where the others buried

rs.""

Merry-Go-Round
Drew Pearson’s

in their old age?

Milking Contest
(Carl Goersh, The State)

The Commissioner won out. but it was a close
contest. As a matter of fact, for a minute or so
it was tit for tat. After that, Stag pulled away,
and the Governor was left holding the bag.

Maybe one of these days they'll stage an-udder
contest.

Auto Manners
(Elkin Tribune)

People who otherwise are polite and courteous as
an ordinary rule, will risk life and limb and all
four fenders, to gain six feet in a traffic line.
They'll dash out of their parking space right into
the path of another car with a great spinning of
wheels and then a squeaking of brakes. And then
from the park all the way to town, they'll start and
stop, start and stop, in a long line of traffic, and
will probably have gained ten seconds by their dis-
play of discourteous driving. -

Sometimes we think a majority of people are
Jjust not ready for automobile age

Tired Of It All
(Harnett County News)

There's a story going the rounds that a certain
widow, writing 1o an insurance company, com-
plained this way:

“You have asked me to fill out 80 many proofs of
claims and I bave had'so much trouble in getting
my money that | sometimes almost wish my hus-
band hadn't died.”

Quote, Unquote

“Daddy, what is an angel?™ ~

“A_pedestrian who jumped too late."—N. C.
Motor Vehicle.

P

Many people, including some adults, have won-
dered whether an umbrella might be used as &
successful parachute.

Well, the question has been answered by a
gentleman in South Africa, who recently won a
fifty.cont wager by jumping from a two-stary buttd-
ing, using an umbrella as a parachute. .

He no money. however, because he ran
up a large bill at the hospital, where he was treated
for injuries to his ankles and wrists—Mattoon (IIL)
Journal-Gazette.
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Kove Forward, But.
ostility Understandable

; By STEWART ALSOP ¢

4 TEL AVIV
"YOU CAN- SAY that again
brother.”

This remark, in-a, strong Mid-

—by a wiry, wry, blond boy from

, in answer to a ques-
tion—isn't it a tough job to culti-
vate this mountain -soil, which
seems’ to consist more of rocks
than of soil? m/ is
the accountant of a’kibbutz, or ag-
ricultural settlement, founded a
couple of years ago by 90 - odd
American Zionists. X

For two years now, the. mem-
bers of this collective have been
liying an incredibly hard life on

is nal mountaintep, somehow

wresting a bare subsistence from

surely
a reminder that the
now cultivated by the kibbutz mem-
gave a living, not long ago,
to men of a different race. What
happened, the Minnesota boy is
asked, to the village and the Arabs
who lived in it?

kibbutz

This question, the boy from Min-
Besota answers simply, used to
trouble them all deeply, both as
Americans and as Marxists (for
this, like the majority of the agri-
cultural collectives, is a left-wing
kibbutz).

a-really satisfactory answer. But
that was only at the beginning
Now, hardly thinks about
it any more.

This incident serves to illustrate

there is weakness too. It lies
in the simple fact that almost 900,
000 Arabs (according to the latest
United Nations' head count)
lived in the houses and owned

x
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ago, and seds virtually every
house and every Arab shop
occupied by the Israeli
It is true that the
the war, and that they have
driven every last Jew into the sea
if they had been able to. It is true

i

in a sea of hate and fear.

This hate and fear, according to
those who know this area best, is
no simple matter of the mouthings
of an occasional demagogue or fan-

say that the United States should
abandon support of this state, In-
deed, for all sorts of reasons, it is
in the plain American interest
that the extraordinary experiment
here should not fail.

France Plagued By Price
Squeeze, Weak Government

By MARQUIS CHILDS

PARIS
TO,, THE AMERICAN passing

through Paris thersis a
strong sense of witnessing the repe-
tition of a peculiarly troubled und
difficult bit of history. France
again is facing a major financial
and political crisis and American
policy-makers once again are seek-
ing to work out a remedy in an
effort to prevent a collapse.

This doesn’t mean, however, that
the situation is anything near as
bad as it was in 1946 or '47. Defi.
nite gains have been recorded to
bring the French economy above
the prewar level. These gzains,
though, are ndt translated
ciently into an improvement of
living standards for the great mass
of peopl fore, the . position
of Rene Pleven's government is in-
creasingly difficult. Top American
officials are disturbed to discover

the drain on dollar reserves
here and in Great Britain. And the
means to cure this unbalance is
strictly limited. The French would
like

economic aid from the
United States.

But the assistance act passed by
Congress last Summer pared eco-
nomic aid to the minimum and pro-
vided that if part of the military
help were to be converted into
funds to raise the economic level,
then there must be a definite show-
ing of urgent nécessity. Now Amer-
ican advisers, headed by W. Aver-
ell Harriman, are struggling to find
ways and means, outside of very
limited direct help, to cure the
trouble. .

One way, of course, is through
Americanvexpenditures, to build air
bases and other installations to be
used by all the NATO countries.
Another way is by purchase of all
available - military supplies and
equipment in Western Europe.

But with the best of intentions
and will on both sides it is going
to take all the ingenuity possible to
get through the present troubles
without a collapse and an explosive
political crisis. The weak Pleven
government now is seeking fo cut
imports by % quarter of a million
dollars. This could be done com-
paratively easily by cutting down
on the use of gasoline and in a
variety .of other ways, where it is
evident that lavish spending at the
top shows a leak in dollar reserves,

rise in French prices since
the start of the Korean War has
been

been able to impose effective price
control.

The average Frenchman is be-
ing squeezed terribly. Prices of
everyday necessities are fearfully
high, with the index showing an
increase in the price level of more
than 25 per cent since the war
began in Korea. This makes for
a swelling undercurrent of dissatis-
faction and resentment that jeo-
pardizes the present coalition gov-
ernment. It also puts in jeopardy
the whole policy of containment of
communism through the
struction of the military defenses
of the West.

Captive Europeans Like Pilgrim Fathers

BOSTON

IS column is written from within a few miles of the

famous rock where the Pilgrim Fathers landed and

later gave thanks for being delivered into 2 new land of
freed:

lom.
In continuing their precedent of giving thanks, 1t
is important to remember the ditions under which

8

England 300 years ago. Under the czar only 25 per cent
of the people could read or write, Today perhaps 80
per cent of the Russian people are literate. Though they
have been reared on the Communist doctrine, just as the
Pilgrim Fathers were reared on the doctrine handed down
by the crown and the church hierarchy, it's apparent that

peogle also have a yearning to kmow more
about the outside world, to establish their own standards
of freedom,

nmumb-lmmmq:dmhemm

and religious freedom and serve as 3 magnet to attract
others \and thus break down the Iron Curtam.

Pioneers Of Friendship

l!\‘ New England this Thanksgiving week., some of the

descendants of the Pilgrim Fathers, plus descendants of
more recent pilgrims, participated in a new crusade for
freedom to raise money to operate Radio Free Europe
and to send Freedom Balloons across the Iron Curtain
bearing messages of hope and friendship to the captive
people on the other side.

The leaders of this New England crusade for free-
dom do not all bear names similar to those of the Pil
grim Fathers. Their names range from John Delmonte,
the labor commissioner, to Rubin Gryzmish, the cigar man-

Yet they are all pioneers in a new realization that
no matter how much money we spend on arms, we can-
not prevent war until we win friends behind Yhe Irom
Curtain. We can go on paying higher and higher taxos:
;u.l clll; ;En on sending more and more money to Europe,

uropean cancer will continy it as dangerous
until the heart is cut out. VI ou

And that heart is the barrier



