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A NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY

AST NIGHT, before a Charlotte audience,

Sen. Guy Gillette of Iowa proposed for-
mation of a “NOrth Atlantic Assembly” in
which elected representatives of the people
of the Atlantic community would meet “for
free and {rank debate on the issues affecting
the well-being and the lives of all the peoples
of the Atlantic community":

The Senator believes North Atlantic coun-
tries should eventually come together in a
federal union, such as the thirteen colonies
formed in this country. In his oginid§ the
Assembly would be sort of a forerunner to
the Atlantic Union.

The Assembly he envisions would be com-
parable to the Council of Europe, now mee!-
ing in Strasbourg, where Eurdbean delegates
discuss their common problems. The Assem-
bly would, as we see il, have the same bene-
fits, and the same drawbacks, as the Coun-
cil of Europe. A primary advantage would
be that such a conclave would focus public
attention upon the many, common problems
of the Atlantic community. The North
Atlantic Treaty Organization is now encum-
bered by a veritable jungle of boards and
committees of diplomats and generals—as
one wag has observed. Iceland, the small-
est partner in the alliance, soon won't
have any population at home if it has to put
men on any more committees. But the mili-

tary and diplomatic jargon pf this Atlantic
commuity in which we are investing heavily
needs to be translated to terms understand-
able by the average voter. The advantages
and disadvantages of NATO. this whole con-
cept of Atlantic community and its organiza-
tion want discussion throughout the country.
in order for it to be understood. Elected rep-
resentatives could bring this discussion to the
average citizen as no general or diplomat can.

Such representatives would not be legis-
Istors—they would have no power to legis-
late. and therein is both advantage and dis-
advantage. Because this Assembly would
have no legal authority it could be formed
quickly. thus focusing attention on NATO
problems during the critical year ahead.
But. because of this lack of power, although
the people and their elected Assembly might
desire a certain Atlantic policy they would
have no effective control over the activities
of NATO. .

Thus. as Senator Gillette cogently argued
last night. the needed end result is an
Atlantic government responsible to the
Atlantic citizens, rather than their govern-
ments, in fields affecting the common
interest of all, such as defense and foreign
policy. The North Atlantic *Assembly pro-
posed by Senator Gillette looks like a step
in the right direction, worthy of support of
Carolinians. .

INDEPENDENT TAR HEELS

F VOTING records of the latest Congres-

sional session are a fair indication, the
North Carolina Democrats in Congress, with
a couple of exceptions, ranged from cool to
lukewarm in their attitude toward Demo-
eratic Party policies.

The annual summary by Comgressional
Quarterly shows that our Tar Heels in Con-
gress were an independent lot this year.

the votes on all roll call votes in
which a majority of Democrats were on one
side of a question and a majority of Repub-
licans were on the other, CQ found that:

1. Sen. Willis Smith supported the Dem-
ocratic Party majority only 46 per cent of
the time, voting with his party 44 times
and against it 51 times. Smith, incidentally,
~had the fourth lowest “party loyalty™ score
in the Senate. Only Harry Byrd with 25 per
cent and Herbert 0'Conor with 34 per cent

the 11th District and Graham Barden' of the
3rd showed as little enthusiasm for Demo-
cratic Party projects as did Senator Smith.

each scored a low 468 per cent for party
loyalty. Rep. Robert Doughton of the 9th and
Monroe Reddengof the 12th did a little better
(48 per cent), with the remaining Tar Heel
Representatives following in this order:, Car-
Iyle (55), Hamilton C. Jones (60), Durham
(62), Bonner (74). Cooley (78), Chatham
(81), Kerr (83), and Deane (85)

Party unity scores, as tallied by CQ, do
not indicate stands for or against the Admin-
istration, as there were several instances in
1951 when a majority of the Democrats voted
against President Truman's policies. If these
were figured in, Tar Heel unity scores would
be somewhat lower.

The most interesting thing about the CQ
analysis was that most of the Democratic
icks in both houses were Southerners.

among the and Wayne
Morse with 25 per cent deserted their party
colleagues more often than did Smith.
2. Sen. Clyde R. Hoey voted with the
Democratic majority 75 times, against it 41
times. for a loyalty percentage of 65. This
is roughly in line with his 70 per cent in the
81st Congress and 64 per cent in the 80th.
3. Freshman Rep. Woodrow W. Jones of

This_ would indicate that Southern resent-
ment and opposition is not limited to Presi-
dent Truman's policies, but to the broader
legislative program embraced by a majority
of the Democratic Party—a fact that will
become of more importance when the na-
tional Democratic convention opens in
Chicago next Summer.

THE MOSSADEGH MISSION

URING his 41 days in the U. S. Iranian

Premier Mohammed Mossadegh talked

oil, first at the U. N. in New York, then in 2

long series of Washington conferences with

te Department officials. He lunched at

ir House. spoke at Independence Hall in

Philadelphia, where he shrewdly compared

his country’s problems to those of our Revo-
lutionary forefathers.

Not once during his visit 1 the in-

Iran. would be sending good money down the
drain. Continued British dollar purchase of
oil is equally unpalatable to the U. S. be-
cause we eventually pick up the tab with
such an arrangement. But without some
drastic changes Iran will probably slide into
the Communist camp, perhaps thus insti-
gating another Korea

U. 8. policy. in’ the light of all these cir-
i difficult to deter-

stance was well-secreted—did he resort to the
fainting fanaticism which characterized many
of his speeches in his native land. However,
his visit and attendant conferences have
little—T and
Britain are still at odds, the U. S. has not
thrown its full weight behind either party.
Iranian oil production is stymied. Meanwhile,
Mossadegh's stiture & home did not increase
‘while he was abroad, and an even more ex-
treme leader may surge to power there.

Briefly, the position of the two chief pro-
tagonists in Iran is this: Iran wants to hire
British technicians to run the oil properties
Tran has nationalized, but it doesn't want
any Britons in on management. The British
want an international managing company in
Iran.

In attempting to influence the U. §.. Iran
used 2 line which usually succeeds in win-
ning Uncle Sam's suppori—the Communists
will come if we don't solve Iran's economic
problem. Britain used another usually suc-
cessful approach to this country—give in to
Mossadegh, and the other Near Eastern coun-
tries will play hob with American oil com-
les within their borders.

After it became clear that no real solution
would be reached, Iran asked.for U. §. eco-
momic aid to replace lost oil revenues. Such
action, without drastic internal changes in

i
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is

mine. But it seems that the U. S. could
profit by a rather different approach based
on two major present-day facts. (1) the U S,
rather than Britain, is now the dominant
Western power in Iran, and (2) Iran’s basic
trouble is its aristocratic system by which
tax-freé, corrupt millionaires completely
control the economy and lives of the rest
of the citizens.

Such a system does not lend itself to de-
mocracy. Westernstyle. Iran needs a benev-
olent dictatorship, something akin to the
Turkey of Kemal Ataturk, a government that
will liquidate the large estates, institute land
reform and expand popular education

This country has not hesitated to sub-
sidize foreign governments before, and the
stakes in Iran are vast. If such a course
is adopted by this country—it doesnt look
too likely at the moment—it would be well
for our policy-makers to remember one thing
in particular. It is wasteful of U. 8. time
and money to prop up reactionary regimes.
The U. S. perhaps could steal the thunder
from the Communists by getting behind an
Iranian revolution. with our technical and
financial aid conditioned on vast internal
reform. It is late in the game in Iran, anti-
Western feeling runs high, and Iranian
agreement to such a proposal may not be
forthcoming. But it's worth a try.

VANISHING CHRISTMAS GREENS

are nature's great

cities with evergreens during the Christmas
season, unless such materials are purchased
from registered nurseries or {rom legitimate

1t is a small issue, perhaps, but it is a
vital one. Few persons realize that some
plants indigenous to North Carolina are dis-
appearing. The famous Venus fly-trap, which
grows in only one other spot in the world,
is vanishing from the woods and flelds of
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‘Billioneurotic’ Corruption
GREENSBORO
Editors, Tax Nzws:
1D you know our country is on the brink of
helpless disintegration? We have been sold down

- he country by the crowd in Washington. There is

growing unrest, and it is becoming more and more
evident day by day. Not a week passes in which
we citizens of these United States do not get a
raw deal shoved down our throats. We are being
bled to death by taxes.

Why? Simply because of the corruption in the
Capitol, It is the most bombastic display of poar
leadership I have ever witnessed in my 32 years
of life on this earth. What is wrong with these
people? Have they gone money-mad? Do they think
there is no bottom to the well, or that there is
no limit on the pressure to which they are sub-
jecting us? There is only one word I can think of
that describes them appropriately. I.couldn’t find
one in the dictionary. I bad to coin it. The is
billioneurotic. . .

Foolish spending is not the onlw rottenness in

s Utter val

that puts to shame all other corruption. Communism.
graft, rattlesnake politics, five per centers. mink
coaters, etcetera. It is a stinking administration.
And to think we put them in officel. . . -

Before going I want to say that 1 am a full-blooded
American, that 1 vote not for the party, but for
the man 1 think best for Americanism, and that 1
am'pot a religious fanatic. [ am a representative
of John Q. Public, U. S. A.

Pray for the salvation of America!

FRANK G. McINNIS.

Great Protestants, Catholics, Jews
MARION
Editors, Tuz Nrws.
J DON'T know about the rest of your readers, but
personally 1 am a little impatient with all the
battling back and forth in People’s Platform be-
tween Protestants and Catholics. 1 am especially so
since neither side has really said what it actually
means.

As I see it the Catholics are merely throwing
a smoke screen over what they know to be the
Vatican's real intentions. And the Protestants have
been fencing; they haven't yet given the Catholics
a clearcut reason for their stand. Which in itself
is simply this: There is today a growing concern,
among non-Catholic citizens of our country. over
the occurrence of small things with big signilicance,
some of which have taken place within the juris-
diction of our Government.

The issue of whether or not it's legal for public
school busses to convey Catholic children to private

Drew Pearson’s -
Merry-Go-Round

reserves the right (o condease.

Catholic schools is one instance. The Catholics won
this round and accordingly will find it easier to win
the nextdif people do not wake up to the fact that
these littlofthings can lead to just as much trouble
for our country as the Boston Tea Party meant
for Britain . . .

Yes. there have been and still are many great

ple in the Catholic Church, but withal there are
just as many if not more outstanding Protestants
and Jews. As of today, at any rate . . .

Protestants have a history of which to be proud,
a history of peace-loving, gentle and Jaw-abiding
people, who accomplished our way of life with
hard work, much dignity and great humility. To
keep it this way should be the aim of every Protes-
tant and Catholic living or yet to be born.

C. R. L. RADER.

Pogo Must Remain

Editors, Tur News.

JLAST night. in a nightmare of incredible horror,
1 bad the vile thought that my friend Pogo

might be removed from the comic strip section of

the News.

This must not be; Pogo must remain as inviolate
as the theory behind the Ten Commandments. Where
else can one find such a clever satire on witch-
bunting as is being portrayed now?

1 warn you; I she1] commit homicide if one hair
of that 1l varmint's body is harmed.
LEON K. GUTMANN

Long Live Hillbilly Music
CHARLOTTE

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur Nrws

7. BL ly expressed his sentiments
£ bout hillbilly music in no uncertain terms. In
my opinion, he probabiy likes it, but refused to
reveal his true emotinn on the subject. If the truth
were actually known the majority of pecple do like
hillbilly music, but due to social pressure, cultural
interests and the like, allow their true feelings to
be smothered under a blanket of false skepticism.

One of the leading songs on Hit Parade today
was originally recorded by a Grand Old Opry star.
As a matter of fael, quite a number of hit tunes
at present and for the last several years have been
of the hillbilly variety Just dress them up a little
and the public ‘goes wild'——

1, for one, thoroughly enjoy this type of music,
and am not afraid to admit it. None of us surely
would like it for a steady diet, for variety is the
spice of life. Long live hillbilly music and many
praises for the great host of fine stars who have
been and are making an outstanding contribution to
the entertainment life of our nation — especially
this section of the Southeast

(Miss) BETTY THORNE

Farmers’ Ecoromic Outlook =

Good-—Unless Peace Comes "

3 BERTRAM BENEDICT
n‘h-un-&m

WASHINGTON
AmN the

next year as this year,

1o the U. S. Bureau of Agricul-
tural Econom! Their in-
come from marketings probably
will be higher, but so will their
production costs. .
All this is on the assumption
{hat (he national defense program
goes along as planned. If the in-
ternational skies should miracu-
Jously get clearer so that the de-
fense program can be slowed
down, the average farmer ay do
worde in 1952 than in 1051. If the
nation should get even closer to
allout ‘war and the defense pro-
gram be stepped up, the average
farmer may'do better in 1952 than
in 1951, as a regult of scare buying
and farm prices inflation.

At all events, 1051 looks like a
pret! year for American
agriculture. Net farm income is
expected to be almost as high as
in the record year 1947. True, the
farm dollar of 1951 will not buy
as much as the farm dollar of
1047 bought, but even after allow-
ing for shrinkage in dollar pur-
chasing power, 1851 will be a bet-
ter year than 1850 for most farm-
ers. One non-Government estimate
is that for American agriculture
as a whole, gross farm income this
year has gone up about 10 per cent
more than farm expenses have in-
ereased.

The farm owner may have to
work harder for his 1852 income
because family and non-family
farm labor will be scarcer. More
than a million persons left Ameri-
can farms between April 1, 1950,
and April 1, 1951. That was more
than twice the average annual exo-
dus from farms in the decade be-

tween 1040 and 1980. The redbe-
ul:ohur-mhﬂ-m

per farm increased from

1840 to $2,178 in 1050, according
to the Office of Price Stabiliza-
tion. But the 1050 dollar was worth
only 62 cents in retail purchasing
power as compared with the 1040
dollar. The average net income per
farm in was $1.350 in terms
of 1940 dollars.

Between 1940 and 1850 farm in-
come increased to about the same
degree as non-farm That
is to say, the percentage of na-
tional income represented by farm
income was about the same in.
1950 as in 1040

Between 1040 and 1851 the dol-
lar value of real estate in farms
more than doubled. Over that
same period the amount of farm
real estate mortgage debt de.
creased by about one-eighth. In
1940 farmers had total liquid as-
sets (currency, its, U.
S. Sayings Bonds) totaling about
$4 billion. In 1951 the total is
estimated at almost $20 billion.

Between March, 1950, and
March, 1951, the dollar value of
farm land rose iff all the states
except Maine and New Hampshire,
The increase was greatest in Flor.
ida, Indiana, Ohio, and Texas.

The relatively good year for
agriculture in 1851 seems o be a
matter, of high production as well
as of prices. On Oct. 1851,
wheat was 71 cents lower than the
highest average monthly price re.
ceived Mﬂ corn 82 cents low-
er. ho; 10 lower, milk 027
cents lower. But cotton was 094
cents higher thag its highest price
in 1948, tobacco 7.1 cents higher,
beef cattle $4.20 higher.

Atomic Developments Changed
European Defense Timetable

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON

VHE RISK involved in sending

most of the weapons to come
off of American assembly lines to
Europe to equip European divi-
sions of the NATO was very care-
fully weighed by top officials in
the Department of Defense. One
factor, and one factor alone, was
in the end decisive.

The risk, of course, is that these
European divisions would be over-

all-out assault by
The mass of guns,
tanks etc. provided by the United
States would then be left on Euro-
pean battlefields to be seized by the
Russians. America would have to
start more or lsss from scratch
to provide American divisions with
modern equipment.

The factor which makes it possi
ble to take this grave risk is the
tremendous. change occurring In
atomic weapons. The latest atomic
tests at Las Vegas, Nevada, con-
firm what had already been prerty
evident .

The small atomic bomb is a prac-
tical weapon against enemy
Toops in the f The incidental
effects — atomic radiation, etc —
do not endanger the forces employ-
ing the weapon

STOCKPILE MULTIPLI
Most important of all is what
this means ta America’s atomic
stockpile. The feas y of the
small atomic bomb means that in
effect the stockpile is quadrupled
With an abundance of atomic weap-
ons they need no longer be
boarded for careful. calculated use
against top priority targets. As it
was put by one military man:
““We can drop them out of every
plane we've got and blast the army
that any enemy puts in the field ™
This knowledze. incidentally may
well be stiffening the determina-
tion of American nego‘iators in Ko-
rea to refuse even minor conces.
sions asked by the Communists
Whether these new small “atomic
weapons will be available in num
bers in three months or six months
is a top secret. But it is believed
now to be a matter of months
rather than years,
So, in the view of defense plan.
ners, Russia’s mass armies can be

stopped with the revolutionary new
weapon in a showdown. But to pre.
vent such a destructive showdown
the creation of a Western Europen

¥ in the shortest possible time
is essential That is the essence
of the decisions taken in the wake
of Eisenhower's visit

Transfer to European divisions of
American
specific

weapons requires no
authorization from Con.
The money for the re;

ed
e the broad interpretation that
be spent to prov
the United States e ek o
Responsihility for that
tests on the Joint Chiefs
and the National Security Council,
The decision. 16 make the transfer
could be takea in the interests of
America’s own security. That se.
curi'y could best be served by
ilding a Western European bul
wark as quickly as possible through
a radical shift in the allocation of
weapans.
~ While authority clearly ex.
ists. President Truman has ]nvn:*"
theless been advised

sncurity
of Staff

key Congressional comm;
tees on the new program. What is
likely to haopen is that ranking
members of the Senate Armed
Services and Foreign Relations
Committees will be called to Washe
ington in mid December for consul.
tation on decisions that, as now be.
heved. will .be confirmed at
meating of the NATO cour
Rome next week. Possibly the f:
committees will be intitad tn Wn-h.
on, with the House Foreign Re.
ions Committee also included

Since this drastic revision of the
Western defense program wae ini.

tiated by Gen. Dwizht D Eisen.
hower, it is bound to affect his
persanal fortunes and especially

since those fortunes are sa closs-
v linked to politics here at home,
Eisenhower was undoubtedly moti.

1952 with that more tanzible ac.

complishment well launched
own position would be strengt
ened.

Taft Claims Over 600 Delegates

»

WASHINGTON

T a relaxed Washington dinner at the Carlton Hotel

recently, Sen. Robert Taft cheerfully bragged to close

friends that his delegate strength was “way over 600 and
going up.”

The Senator had just come from a month of political
bush-beating and a press conference where he was heckled
for almost an hour. In high good humor, however, he told
top aides Jack Martin and Lou Guylay: “This has been
the most productive political month in my career. Every-
where I've been in the Midwest and South we are gaining
strength. If the convention was today, 1 would get the
nomination on the first ballot.”

Guylay supplemented this by giving details on a Taft
managers' report placing delegate strength at an all-time
high of 800—enough to win on the first roll call. (At the
1948 convention, Taft never hit 300 votes.)

Senator Taft listened, beamed, but commented: “After
this trip, I would say our strength is way over 600 and
still going up.”

Taft's Line-Up

RBASON for the optimism are the following reports sent
in Taft : Three Midwest states which

consin—are now on the .. W ey
state three years ago, National Committeeman Ralph Gates,
the former Governor: ex-Sea.Ray Willis, and 68 GOP
members of the State Legislature are on record for Taft
« + . In Kentucky, National Committeemen Jouett Ross
Todd, a Dewey man in 1948, is actively pushing Taft . . .
in Wisconsin, Repul Tom Coleman is lining
up delegates, Coleman is Sen. Joe McCarthy’s friend . . .
In Illinois, Sen. Everett Dirksen has dropped “favorite
son™ ambitions to be Taft's manager. This means Il
mois’ 80 voles will probably go for Taft on the first ballot
+ o+ In Pennsylvania, the three topranking GOP organiza-

team . . . In Indi

tion leaders were photographed with Taft at Harrisburg—
State Chairman Harvey Taylor, National Committeeman
Mason Owlett, and Sen. Edward Martin. The other Penn.
sylvani2 Senator. rugged, independent Jim Duff, is Eisen-
bower's biggest booster.

New England Trends

THE same story of organization politicos. deserting the
Fisenhower campaign to line up with Taft, is true
in New England, Taft managers report. At the 1048 cou-
‘vention, Taft received only four votes from the whole
ares, now is making heavy inroads in Massachusetts, de-
spite Senators Leverett Saltonstall and Henry Cabot
Lodge's preference for lke. Taft's manager is the ener-
getic New Bedford publisher, Basil Brewer, who figures
the Ohioap will get at least eight Bay State delegates . .

In other New England states, wily ‘Sen. Brewster
is trying to snatch the whole Maine delegation, but will
have to overcome prestige of Sen. Margaret Smith,
who leans to Ike . . . Publisher William Loeb of the Man-
chester, N. H., Union-Leader, is battling Taft against
ailing Sen. Charles Tobey, while Sen. Styles Bridges sits
on the fence ... . Vermont National Committeeman Jim

L

necticut.

Kansas Surprises

A'l' the Carlton dinner the other night, Taft gleefully
revealed were of

New York, under the careful t ernor
Publisher Frank Gannett is determined to break Dewey’
hold by splitting the delegation for Taft. He has the

undercover support of fen New York Congressmen

Taft did not reveal his contacts 1n Kansas, but did
say that while visiting in Kansas City he had received
definite pledges of support from key Party leaders

Taft lieutenants pooh-poohed claims that Eisenhower
will puncture Taft's hold in the South They say that,
while the Senator will not go into California to oppose
Gov. Earl Warren, he expects to break even or better m
seven of the eleven Western states.

Nevada Friendships

HE Senate is always quick to investigate anyone but its
, own members. However, one situation which bad}

needs investigating is the way Senator Malpne, Ne

Republican. has reversed positions on tidelands oil.

At first, Malone fought to turn tidelands oil over to
the states. This was at the same time that his assistant. Ben
Whitehurst, wrote to the Long Beach Harbor commis
sioners on Malone's official stationery, asking $50.000 to
Iobby'(ur state ownership. However, the deal fell through.

Now Malone has completely reversed himself, and 18
battling for Federal ownership. The position he now favors
might help turn vast tracts of oilrich tidelands over o
E. L. Cord, the auto magnate, who bought up forgotten
Civil War scrip which he claims entitied him to federally
owned tidelands.

At the same time that Malone takes this position
favoring Cord he has been flying around Nevada in Cord's
private plane, and has been a house guest at Cord's Fish
Lake Valley ranch in the Sierras.

In other words, Malone sided with the Long Beach
harbor commissioners ag long as his assistant was trying
fo get $50.000 from themd. Then Malone suddenly switched
to Cord's side. and is now accepting favors. from Cord. The
Senate is investigating Vice-President Barkley's secre-
fary for much less. But I predict the Senate will not
investigate a fellow Semator.




