 most surprising thing about President

Meanwhile, it should be noted that the

& Truman's firing of Theron Lamar Caudle’ resignation of Caudle should speed.. rather

‘was the swiftness of it.

©* Mr. Truman is given to standing up for
;lpm-m-umw:l.'m
Lo g news-
* papermen

). g
~_Even 5o, there must have been something

than deter, the continuing investigation of
the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the
Justice Department's tax enforcement divi-
sion. The reeking scandal already uncov-
ered, scandal that has led to 26 suspensions
or firings and many other resignations, ap-
parently permeates the whole tax collecting
and eni . Nothing short of a
thorough housecleaning will satisfy the
American people.

Hope that the President will continue to
give the King subcommittee his full support
came from this statement by a “high Admin-
istration official” in Key West:

“This is just a starter. The President
is angry over disclosures that have re-
fected on him and his administration. He
hopes that any of those whose activities
are open to question will step out of their
own accord.”

Mr. Truman's stubborn loyalty to subordin-
ates and his early indoctrination in the easy-
going ethics of Missouri politics created the
atmosphere in which the tax irregularities
have thrived. That the worm has turned, as
the old proverb hds it, is one of the more re-
freshing developments of the year.

* UMT AND CHRISTIANITY

1S DIFFICULT indeed for many sincere
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that in the U,

require only men in top physical condition.
UMT would utilize manpower better than the

present draft by lowering physical standards
—it is estimated that about four out of five

men would qualify. After the six months of

training the trainees could stay in the service
or go back to civilian life, remaining subject
to call for up to seven and one-half years.

Training would start at age eighteen and 2

his civilian life by being recalled during an
eme: , then he will be trained and ready
for his job, and the country will

because is trained. “Under the present

#\We will, however, have no more opportuni-
ties for procrastination and lengthy mobiliza-
tion. The next allout war, if it.comes, is
bound to be swift and devastating. UMT is
designed to prepare us for. thus possibly
avert, such an eventuality.

By being prepared. as the peaceful Swiss
have heen for centuries, we may thus be able
to unfasten our youth, 'not from “the military
mind and outlook”, but from the far worse

ences of the blow-hot-blow-cold mil-
itary outlook which has contributed to our
battlefield casualtfes.

'NEEDLESS PEDESTRIAN DEATHS

TWO of the three highway deaths in Meck-
lenburg Cdunty Wednesday highlight the
grave responsibility on motorist and pedes-
trian alike to show grest cagtion on heavily
traveled residential streets

One of the victims was a sevenyear-old
child who darted across Seisie Avenue in
front of a moving automobile. A heavy down.
Pour of rain hindered the vision of the driver
and presumably of the child. and the fatal
accident resulted

The other pedestrian death oceurred on W
Trade street when a 16yearold Charlotte
girl crossed the street in the path of an auto.
mobile. The driver said his car was upon the
girl before he saw her

Pedéstrian deaths are not a large factor

From The Washington Post

THB mplications of a short United Press

in the ever-growing highway’ toll, but it is
not necessary that there be any'at all. If
parents are conscientious, it is possible for
them to train children very early in life to
he ultra.cautious in crossing streets. And it
requires only the application of a little com-
mon sense for adults to avoid dangerous sit-
uations when going from one side of a busy
street to the other.

The minimizing of pedestrian deaths, how-
ever, cannot be accomplished without the
thoughtful co-operation of motorists. The
average urban driver has little reason to
speed in business and residential districts.
Anytime he does so he is placing himself
in a situation of his own making in which
sudden, terrible death may come to an un-
wary pedestrian.

’ - FOLLY TO BE WISE

committees the intricacies of Chinese politics
in 1044; maybe not even any Senate com-
mittees. Certainly no dinner table pronounce-
ments about wines and no books about Rus-
sia. There is even the haunting suspicion
that there might be great blank spaces on
newspaper editorial pages.

A bar the Paris magistrate! An end to
the myth that the French are realists! The
Judge's act reflects an honesty intolerable to
our age and temperament. For our part, we
take Lincoln Steffens, who insisted that in
most human problems decisions are and
should be made on the basis of inadequate
mfcml:l: Here is a doctrine of infinite
solace, for the consci grease
for the skids of uvlhulinmn“ g

They're making left-handed checkbooks
now. Guess manufacture of the storied left-

handed monkey wrench is
3 Just around the

ey DR

Mtmpatrick n The St Louis Post-Dispatch

Herblock is on vacation. His cartoons will be resumed on Mg retura.

People’s Platform

d be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be signed, but may

Letters shouls
be withheld from publication in the discretion of

GOP Will Win With Taft
CHARLOTTE

Editors, The News:
Youn . 13 editorial, “People and Politicians,”

infers Tthat most Republican leaders are pri-
marily interested in patronage, and claims that re-
cent Republican national defeats were due to the
failure of these leaders to gauge the will of the
people. I think you are wrong on both counts.

long been active in Republican circles at
all levels. It has been my experience that for every
chairman who is interested mainly in patronage
there are ten who give unselfishly of dheir time.
and money for the good of their party and who
would prefer to leave the distribution of patronage
to somebody else.

I bave also found that the County Chairmen,
whom you specifically mention, are far better judges
of the issues and the candidates than is the general
public. Most of them are keen students of public
affairs and many of them know the candidates per-
sonally. The average citizen, on the other hand.
seldom takes more than a casual interest in
political affairs until shortly before the elections —
if then — and his judgment is swayed by the
reams of publicity released by skillful publicity
agents. Often be reads only the headlines or is in-
fluenced by xlbhl of the paper which he reads.
Let me particdlarize.

For many years, Senator Taft has been savagely
and viciously assailed by the muitimillion dollar
publicity departments of the many New Deal agen-
cies — at public expense. These have tried to picture
him as a wishy-washy wrong-guesser, This must
obs incorrect, because a responsible party
like the Republican Party would not make such a
man Mr. Republican —and his opponents in the
Democratic hierarcby would not make him their
Ni One Target if they did not fear him. It
doesn't add up that way. In the 1950 Ohio Senator-
ial campaign they did everything and. said every-
thing pgainst him which they could possibly do or
say, but Senator Taft took his case to e
and defeated the concentrated and vicious attack
of the entire New Deal by the largest majority
ever recorded in such a race in Ohio. Such a man is
no pushover, and both the Republican Chairmen and
the New Deal higher command know it.

On the other hand, this same administration pub-
licity machine, aided by a small group of Republi-
cans which has alwys opposed the nomination of
fighter of the New Deal, has been
grinding out millfons of words in favor of a political
novice named Eisenbower who would be an
unknown today had he not received tremendous
boosts from the same New Deal dynasty which be
is now supposed to fight. These Democratic co-
horts now beat the drym for “Ike" because they
figure they have a far better chance of defeating
an amateur than they-have of defeating Mr. Republi-
can himself. Once he i¥\nominated they will turn
on him with the same fierceness_with which they
turned on Hoover and Taft asd wil mercilessly
badger, revile, and tear himto pieces.
If you will examine the record of most of the
leading Republicans who are now backing Eisen-
bower you will find that they are just as much out

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

the Editor. The News reserves the right to condense.

of their element in the Republican Party as South-

ern Democrats are out of theirs in the New Deal.

. . .They have always been New Dealish in their
succeeded,

thinking and théy bave , up 3
foisting “Me Too" candidates on the Republican
Party. After a phopy buildup which has been
matched only by FDR's “Voice of the Sewers” in
Chicago in 140, they placed Willkie in nomination
i . In 1944 and 148 they put Dewey over on
the plea “Taft's a good man, but he can't win." In
those years the Republican leaders heeded the claim
or of the misinformed and thrice passed up their
real leader. They will not do so again because
they know what is being done — and they know that
if they again place expediency above principle
they will go down to defeat and oblivion — and will
deserve both.

E. J. PRESSER

Why Issue Gun Permits?

Editors, The News:
A STORY in The News says that a dog. together
with several other dogs. came into a man's
yard and bit one of his children on the leg. He shot
at the dog.and-jmjured it with his 22 rifle, saying
he shot at ghe dog’s heels just to burm him. He
was taxed the costs in the Police Court, apparently
not for shooting the dog but for shooting in the city
Why is a man allowed to buy a gun and is issued
a license to use it if he isn't allowed to shoot it?
when be uses it in protection of his property
mily? He had to pay a fine and likely a
doctor’s fee simply because a dog owner didn't know
enough or apparently care enough to keep the dog
confined to its premises where it belonged
There are too many citizens with dogs who allow
them to run free to damage the property of others
and attack passersby on the streets. | have a dog
that is always confined inside a fence in the back
yard where she bothers no ope nor their property,
but if she ever did get out some way and go to
someone else's property and bite one of their chil
dren 1 would go to them and apologize and offer
to pay any medical expenses, rather than sue them
for hurting my dog.
—H. Y. YANDLE.

CHARLOTTE

She’s Not Impressed
CHARLOTTE

Editors. The News S
I reply to A, W. Black's letter in your paper.
1 would like to say I am an ardent fan of hill-
billy music. I haven't heard the programs he spoke
of very much, but the programs 1 listen to are very
good. and I enjoy them. 1 believe most people listen
to hillbilly programs, and 1 believe their instincts
and emotions are above and beyond the primitive.
1 know people who are intelligent and highly edu-
cated who enjoy hillbilly music. If Mr. Black doesn't
ike what is on a station, he has the privilege of
cutting off his radio or switching to another station
Some hillbilly songs are not so good, but plenty
of them are very good. Mr. Black talked loud and
used some big words, but they don't impress me.
—EFFIE NESBIT.

A

touch with each other.
In 1948, shortly before the Re-
publican national convention,

Hoover' became concerned nver the
prospect of a struggle
for delegates between Taft and
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of New
York. Both men, as Hoover well
knew, would go to the Philadelphia
convention with impressive
strength, %
HOOVER FEARED DEADLOCK
Hoover feared that if something

long  consider

President called Taft and Dewey
to his apartment for a most pri-
vate session. What be is reported
to have said to them went some-
thing like this:

“You will both make good can-
didates. You will both make good
Presidents. Either one of you can
win, We must make sure that no
outsider steps in as a result of a
conflict between you. Therefore,
am asking each of you to make
a solemn agreement with me.

“Under that agreement if one of
you shows definite signs of gain-
ing strength while the number of
delegates of the other man de.
clines, then you will both agree

Soviet Threat Diminishes, But
West's Alliance Needs Repair

in.

A second key to MacArthur’s po-
sition is the fact that he is con-
stantly being told by admirers that
he must reverse his previous stand
and become a candidate. These
admirers, some of them fanatical-
in their dgvotion to MacArthur, in-
sist that only he can defeat Presi.
dent Truman and save the pation
from the kind of ruin MacArthur
of in his Seattle speech,

wai
‘Taft, these followers argue, sim-

ply cannot de it -and therefore
ry considerations must be

upon
ity of MacArthur's temperament.
He has long been aware of his own
pre-eminent place in history. And

nation, he might
what are believed to
personal preferences.

By JOSEPH ALSOP

g WASHINGTON
N THEIR somewhat mercurial
y, the American policy
makers have become a lot more
hopeful about Soviet purposes in
these last months. The theory is
that Western rearmament, although
miserably retarded and very far
from complete, has at least gooe
far enough to inspire the Kremlin
with real fear of a major war.
Enough faith is placed in this the-
ory so that a slowdown of Western
rearmament is actually being dis-
cussed in some quarters. -
Unfortunately this new optimism
about the Kremlin's intentions.
which is largely based on expert
judgment, is just about counter-
weighted by hard facts giving rise
to pessimism of a different kind
There may be less reason to wor
ry about what the Kremlin is going
to do; but there are certainly more
reasons to worry about the internal
difficulties of the Western alliance.
Some of these are simple mili
tary difficulties. For instance, the
Korean fighting has revealed grave
defects in our fighter aircraft, such
as the need for cannon armament
which can knock down heavy
bombers. Yet fighters with
right armament, speed and other
qualities will not be coming off
the line in quantity before 1953 at

France. Infinitely too little atten-
tion has been paid, as yet, to this
very grave event. v

The source of the trouble is the
double strain imposed on France
and Britain by the world price in-
flation and by the burden of re-
armament. The new British -
ment has moved boldly to hait U
drain from their reserves. W. Av-
erell Harriman is also concerting
measures which will tide our al-
lies over the immediate emergen-
cy. The most likely method will
be, in effect, to borrow some-
where between 500 million dollars
and 1 billion dollars from the enor-
mous funds already appropriated
but mot yet expended for Ameri-
can defense, and to apply this bor-
g Britaia

RADICAL CHANGE NEEDED

Meanwhile the opinion is grow-
ing among higher American policy
makers that crises of this sort will
coatinue to recur, and will continue
to demand new rescue parties, un
less stronger measures are taken
to cure the trouble at its source.
Endless rescue pa are more
and. more disliked. Yet any at-
tempt to go to the source aof the
trouble will demand a most radi
cal readjustment in the existing

e political

the earliest. Other again
are directly political. For instance,
the problem of Germany’s new sta-
tus and Germany's integration into
the Western defense organization
is proving discouragingly trouble-
some to disentangle.
MONEY PROBLEM

The really important difficulties,
however, are those which reveal
beavy and pertaps unbearable
strains on the fundamental struc-
ture of the Western alliance itself
}smnnl these, the most important
it the recurrence of’ economic-fi-

nancial erisis in Britain and*“agal

Ridgway Gambling For Bétter Terms

tween this country and the other
Western allies.

The danger, then, has shifted,
While the imminent risk of Krem.
lim aggression has grown much
less, another imminent risk, of a
serious break-down within the
Western alliance, has grown much
greater. It is six of one and half-
a.dozen of the other. For the mo-
ment the Western alliance is im-
mobilized or even greatly weak-
ened by such a break-down, the
risk of Kremlin aggression will
become very great.

. ‘WASHINGTON
HER!: is the inside story on the Korean truce talks. Gen-

eral Ridgway has cabled a strong recommendation to
the Pentagon that we keep the military ure on the
Communists until all the terms of the armistice are settled.

a truce his men won't feel like fighting for ground that
they know is going to be given back anyway. Ridgway's
gamble is that his tactics won't cause a breakdown of
the talks, but will actually speed the final armistice.

no question but that Ridgway’s pro-

When we went into the truce talks, the biggest ob-

seemed to be drawing a truce line. We agreed—

in fact, urged—that the truce line be settled first, This

has been the whole question of the past several weeks. We

line on a map so the Communists
about it. After monthts of

ur
over. At first Washington
h;muy didn’t snap it up, but

i
g
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negotiators back instead with a flat rejection and a warn-
ing that the truce line couldn't be drawn until the other
lerms of the armistice were settled.

Reasons For Reversal

N other words, we reversed ourselves regarding the
proposed line we had previously drawn: ignored the
long months of haggling over a few yards of ground here. a
few miles there: and announ t a firm line couldn't
be drawn until the armistice was ready to be signed, sealed
and delivered.

The reason for this reversal was that originally we
agreed to take up the truce line first, then
didn't plan to go anywhere during the armistice. We
planned to move into strong positions in the hills and

umber battle casualties this Winter.
‘What Ridgway meant by this was that he didn't plan to do
fighting. Thus, there was no reason not to draw the
last Communist proposal agrees that the fighting
continue until the final armistice terms are settled.
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Winter before agreeing to a final peace. This would mean
leaving our prisoners in Chinese hands during the dread
Korean Winter—a Winter which some of them could not
survive.

Santa Claus And Uncle Sam

‘)ER!I/\PS for the first time in history a department of
the Government has officially recognized Santa Claus.
The man who has unbent to this extent is Seeretary of

the Interior Oscar Chapman who has issued am applica-

tion blank, bearing the picture of Santa Claus, by which
those living near Government-owned lands can cut Chri
mas trees for their families,

Previously, the Interior Department used an applica-
tion blank that was so complicated and required so many
unnecessary answers that the applicant usually gave up
in disgust and cut the trees,on public lands.

In contrast, Secref

H

ted permission to cut and remove from lands
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management in

ity of _ -Inrhbelore S a——ry - -

3 permit is granted on I
dition that the permittee will not sell, barter
trees and that they will be used sdlely
purposes and none " (Signed)
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