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. TWO WARNINGS ARE ENOUGH
ﬁ‘ a

'THE SECOND TIME in two years, ou}-
side experts have warned the City Coun-
that the Charlotte Firemen's Retirement

[ Fund is not set up on a sound basis.

-

" The first warning came from the Institute

of Government as a part of its consolidation
study reports. Donald Hayman of the Insti-
tute wrote that the fund was not actuarially
sound, and that it faced a big deficit by 1063

This week, the audit report contained the
- same mh& The fund will eventually face
bankruptey if the t schedule of contri-
butions and benefits is maintained, said the

Two warnings should be enough for any-
one. The trustees of the fund, uncertain over
their legal responsibilities. have decided to
ask the City Attorney for a ruling. They
want to know if they have the authority to
examine the soundness of the system, and if
0, to spend the money for an actuarial study.

If the law is so written that the trustees’

* hands are tied, it should be amended at the
fext General Assembly. The trustees repre-
sent both the firemen and the public, and
it is essential for the best interests of both

that the fund be put ‘on a solid financial
foundation.

The firemen's stake is the surety of their
future participation. This is especially im-
portant to the younger members of the de-
partment, who will not receive the fair re-
turn if the fund is depleted at some future
date.

The public's stake is equally important.
If the fund benefits are too liberal, it will
eventually require either a reduction of
benefits or an increase in contributions.
And any increase in contributions, if the
matching basis is preserved. means an extra
demand on the taxpayers.

Further, it is not fair to expect the people
to support retirement systems for public em-
ployees: more lavish than those generally
provided in private employment. A key part
of the study of the Firemen's Fund should
be a critical examination of benefits. Half-
pay, figured on a man's earnings in the last
three years of his emfployment, appears to be
overly generous after just 25 years of produc-
tive work. Such a scale for all public em-
ployees—city, county. state, and federal—
would break the backs of the American tax-
payers.

A PRACTICAL TRUCK ROUTE PLAN

Tam were encouraging indications at
Wednesday's Council session that major-
ity opinion is swinging in behind a workable,
1f not perfect, solution of the truck route
problem.

The ise was suggested some weeks
#g0 in these columns. It is simply to put into
effect Traffic Engineer Herman Hoose's plan,
with one exception: parking on Graham St.
would not be prohibited entirely.

Graham St. would, of course, be designated
a8 one of the several proposed trucking
routes. That would represent no change.
‘Without being officially designated as a truck
route, Graham is already carrying 44 per cent
of the heavy trucks in Charlotte. Mr. Hoose
estimates that the official designation will
increase Graham's total traffic volume by
lets than 3 per cent—an imperceptible

amount. -
In one sense, it is regrettable that the des

ignation of Graham as a truck route and the
suggested ban on parking were included in
the same report. Some members of the Coun-
cil, and some of the residents of Graham,
now tie the two together in their thinking,
in a sort of cause-and-effect relationship.

On the contrary, traffic congestion on Gra-
ham is already-a_pressing problem, and has
been for years. The congestion will grow
worse as the weeks and months go by,
whether the truck route proposal is adopted
or not. Graham is congested for the very sim-
ple reason. that there is no satisfactory alter-
nate route serving the busy areas along and
at either extreme of the street.

The Graham parking problem will have to
be tackled sooner or later. But it can very
well be later if, by delaying it, the more im-
portant phases of the truck control program
may be put into effect.

THIS THING CALLED SOVEREIGNTY

Alol'l‘nl ANT, yet seldom dis-
cussed adjunct to the
“trend of rs during the past

few years_is the fact that national sovereignty
is rapidly becoming a thing of the past. As
Anne O'Hare McCormick observed in the
New York Times after witnessing the Ottawa
conference, “Sovereignty is gradually becom-
ing an oratorical term.”

National sovereignty is disappearing in Eu-
rope more rapidly than in this country. “The
Eisenhower plan,” writes a prominent French
journalist, Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber, in
the Reporter, “calls for the breaking down of
European national sovereignties, at least in
the domain of military defense.

Columnist Stewart Alsop, now in Europe,
carries the point further, to the inevitable
conclusion that military unification means
political and economic unification, “An end
to national armies means an end to national
foreign policies,” he writes, “since military
strength is the essential instrument of na-
tional sovereignty. Moreover, the creation of
2 European army would mean that a third
or more of the national budgets of each na-
tion would be contributed to an army
controlled by mo mation. Thus a European
foreign ministry and a European finance min-
istry are . . . the logical next step.” Jean
Monnet, France's economic architect, believes
this “United States of Europe” will be a fact
in 1953

This radical change now taking place in
Europe, overthrowing centuries-old tradi
tional concepts, presents a problem which is
of considerable concern to the defense of the
U. §. Europe is our primary bastion: we have
invested billions of defense dollars in it. So
far trans-Atlantic policy has been, to a large
degree, American policy. Although each
member of the Atlantic Council has the veto

Jpower, none has exercised it. None was
strong enough to enforce its views, most of
the countries are dependent on the U. S., and
fo veto a plan of the Atlantie Council—

TAFT AND MCCARTHY

IVER since the Maryland Senatorial elec-
tion, Senator Robert Taft of Ohio has

which works on' the principle of unanimity—
throw a monkey wrench in the whole
Atlantic defense
However, a united !urapo can be expected
to make its weight felt. Then, unless some
machinery is devised by which American-
European differences can be resolved, an im-
passe may well develop which would deal a
severe blow to the community spirit now
a-building in the Atlantic area. Furthermore,

‘such an impasse could be disastrous when

the need for swift, concerted action is urgent.

General Bradley has hinted a concern for
this problem. In an interview with Raymond
P. Brandt of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, he
sald:

“I don't picture the problem specifically

ow much and what kind of sovereignty
we are going to ‘give up'. It is not so much
what we are giving up. Each mation must
Iook at it to see how much more is gained
by collective action ', . . We need to ‘pool’
the strength of the combined lavmlpnm
—the political, economic and military pow-
ers—of the several nations.”

This thing called “national sovereignty” is
a ticklish issue. Fourth of July speakers and
political candidates in this country—and their
counterparts overseas—have given it a stature
which is inimical to the principles of “collec-
tive security” and “Atlantic unity™

We believe it is time for our future rela-
tions with Europe to be fully discussed in
the American forum. Will the advisory At-
lantic Council be sufficient to correlate
swiftly the activities of this tra tlantic
alliance? Are the American people prepared
to “pool”, as General Bradley put it. some
political and economic, as well as military
sovereignty with Europe®

The answers to these questions, we believe,
can best be determined by a full, frank dis-
cussion of the subject by our foreign policy
chieftains, Congress and the American pub-
lic. It is time to shift the public spotlight
away from the past to this important prob-
lem of the not-so-distant future.

emergency instead of frenzied with doubt,
fear and confusion.

“Anybody Care About Inflience'On Me?*

"~ People's Platform ‘

Letters

Why Pick On Myers Park?

Editors, The News:
not agree vilh the article that' Mss.
th’ wrote in the Oct. issue of The Chlrlo“l
News, about the smoking going around in the Myers
Park High School.
I believe “ lhe students want to, they should
do it in the tead of going somewhere
else, hiding \nhmd ' their parents’ backs, that is if
they feel they have to smoke. I do not think that
the younger students should. But it is up to the stu-
dents, their parents and the school board; it is not
up to the
1 am it of Myers Park High School,
and I can tell you one thing. We are getting sick
and tired of the gossip lhlu been going around.
It is true about the smoking, but it isn't just Myers
Park. It 15 every other high school in Charlotte.
people have to pick on Myers Park?
Are they jealous of us or what? We are trying to
make a good reputation for our school, but
how.can we, when people start spreading untrue
gossip around town. is does not only go for
Mrs. Hair's article, it's about the rest of the people

CHARLOTTE

Al for the mnuunu 1hll Ll ln entirely dII-

ferent thing than smoki schools,
the next thing you will pmblbly be h!lﬂn[ lhll
we,are all smoking marijuanas.
THRYN PALAVID.

A Far-Fetched Fuss

Editors, The News:
l'm one of those dead-end kids who attends Myers

Park High School, and I, and a lot of other mem-
bers of the student body and facully, resent the
attacks upon us by Mr. Tom Fesperman, and
Sam Hair, cl the students with being future
drug addicts, juvenile delinquents, and accomplices
in making the younger students delinquents.

Don't you think accusations are a
far-fetched? Aren't you making a fuss over nothing,
Mr. Fesperman, and Mrs. Hair?

Mr. Fespermin and Mrs:-Hair don't seem to
realize that students everywhere, in every part
of the United States, commit this horrible crime—
smoking. I{ the school board laid down the law,
there would be many complications. At Central,
smoking in the locker rooms was one of the major
causes of expelling students, because when smoking
is taboo, it seems more desirable to some to see
if they can get away with it.

Mrs. Hair, you don't realize-that teen-agers
have minds of their own. We ar¢ not three-year-old
babies who must be told exactly what to do! We

CHARLOTTE

, need a chance for our mmd: to develop, and we

must be given that chan
Myers Park High School is that chance. In-

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

SHINGTON

should be brief, written on one side of the paper. The writer's name must be signed, but may
be withheld from publication in the discretion of iba Editor. The News

reserves the right to condense.

stead of a prison with a strict whiplike dwh
it offers the student a chance to
makes us feel that high walls are not bullt mnd
us, and that the only way to get over the wall is
to break rules. With this new freedom, our school
is actually being run more smoothly than most
average schoals that are just beginning.s

All the students love and res) Dr. French,
because he places a trust in us ml an .ault rarely
places in a teen-ager. He knows us better than Mrs.
Hair and Mr. Fesperman and acknowledges the
fact that we are human beings.
is marijuana qunllm—lu absurd, and
can safely uv

no st Hlth have
their minds, and are greatly shocked to find (hlt
above everything else, marijuana smoking is hinted.
I'm in the eleventh grade, and have a brother
in the seventh grade. I've smoked for two years, yet
my brother, who attends Myers Park, has never
!wtlled a cigarette, and very few of his friends have,
t has everyone got against Myers Park
mw Tha school, to me, is the n’utut uhml ln
the world—the kind of school the studen!
atténd. Don't you think that this is the lpklt 'hl:h
every student should have, if teen-agers are to
the leaders in the future? This modern school h
helping us to become better, more mature “people,”
(if .you fuddy-duddy adults will pardon lhz ©

'
~—MARCIA STAN].!Y.

ion!).
Parents Should Decide
HARLOTTE
Editors, The New:

RE a letter by Mn. Sam Hair in regard to school

dren smoking on campus so o speak, I would

like to ask Mrs. Hair one question. Does she not think

that the matter ol 'ho(her or not the school chil-

dren should gmok: 1 grouns d:crnel.lhm]d
be left up to lhe ‘ndlvhiull child’s parents, rathe:
than to one person wishing to control them all?
—J. COLEMAN.

Quote, Unquote

The politicians are rewriting the definition of
the word coalition to mean roping the other fellow
in to help with your dirty work. —GREENVILLE
(8.C.) PIEDMONT.

..

Fifteen marriages and two weddings have been
recorded so far ths year in L Lumpkin County. The
difference a wedding
at least $1,000. -nuumsm (6o NUGGEF.

We never see a wurdmneellulndonot
think of the one the town of Gettys!

burg
against the use of firearms just bdnu lho ttle.
(Ky.) NEWS.

Taft Hits Gabrielson,

WA
SE\ATOR TAFT let hu hair down the other evening at  dered into the line and

i

examined in a later report. But
what seems to have gone princi-

‘Wrong !h at the Pentagon
inated like a rabbit

ture German divisions, h:
-a rigid but entirely unxelllmc time
table for German, rearmament.
Thus the Western Administrators
h!re. including the extremely able
U. S. High Commissioner John J.
I(cClny. have been robbed of the
flexibility required in nqomllnn
Logically, the Germans should be
begging the Allies for the means
to defend their own soil. Instead,
the Pentagon-planned program has
placed \he Allies in the position
ol doin, be, |m~
b lﬁlml.llltl m sort of

- BONN raf

w‘mmbH'Mh man

Germans, if that becomes sb- nationalist Dr. Kurt Schumacher,
sclutely necessary.” This recent re- Jeader of the Soclal Demecratic
mark is reliably attributed to Gen.  party.. = o £
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Presuma- "“."*‘-‘h-ﬂrlﬁ-!
By, Eisenhower thinks (hat, §iVeA" pressure to desl o
great air power and afomic U gyrprising that @ b

. the defense of Western tyeen the Hig
without 2 German Manpow-  ¢he brilliant, s

R_Hmﬁlllmmhﬂl’ feasi- poq
ble. And in the peculiar atmosphere  gedlock lock.
e ihis artificial political capital, that until both & large stick and
the remark takes on great signifi- juicy carrot can be made
o e visible to he German,

For the le fact is that project
something has gone Very Wrong  yglly bog down, as it Bas -
with Allied plans for a West Ger~ ihan a year now. aad
man defense force. Consider the e o e A
facts. It is more than a year now .“'Mw-"'_ stick :
since Secretary of State Dean G. ‘yo o vout ag o afficial
A:hu.puhedmdah(w:: Yo i & m-“hmm
g g b Tans fatly that if they really want
vice of able U. S. High Commise o5 - ret ™
sioner John McCloy, demanded im- -" “- hﬁ  Bia
‘mediaf rearmament. At B"Mm“,w' any will then
Bt P B Bt el Lo o

ering m e lusi
the militant German nation would :“:r“ﬂd maneuver area in case of
L to arms at e Wol
l:g;l‘:nd. were {alking of an im. _ This is t talk, but particu

Because the risks of rearming Gor-
many are so frij
m-beeunmtundnqh-u
three Allied capitals to try to
Germany in rather

cealed leading strings during the
rearmament period. This just will
not work. A nation simply cannot

tempt them—genuine

tenal sovereignty, within a West-
ern European framework. An
surely as the choice between
carrot and the stick is made very
clear, there cannot be much doubt
in the end about how the Germans
will choose,

a

What TV Needs Is Skelton,
More Taste And Less Berle

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
LLIKE TO make a public apology

cxtneud humor from spilling
ze (mixed in a hot-water bottle)
on hhplr-m, and a dnple, .ub-
tle touch was derived from
a

as about fifteen years—to a Mr. Tlour
Skelton, lately of the TV ishing an old-fashioned chamber
racket, and for long a resident of pot. Delicious wit was obtained
and movies. Skelton, from bad breath, and much merri-

you are not as funm
auodeml u.lmr. as once I claimed.
With video to work with, you are
a very funny man.

Mr. Skelton will remember a
brash cub reporter in Washington,
where Mr. Skelton was performing

l the old Fox Theater, nl.on.

bout 1936 or early '37. The cub
wn sitting in as -string
drama critic, and he had been

reading an awful lot of Dorothy

Parker and Alexander Woollcott.
‘What he did lu Mr..Skelton was a
horrifying thin

This lnﬁpuhy w Mr. steum
edi down

‘ears
tnde on
other ancient medium of

stage, screen lnd l.lm

ment came m: poverty

o
funny, while using it as a buck-
mail device,

also a ctitioner trusty
radio. It seemed to the crmc that mu-uyr:nd the dld burleycue
Mr. Skelton's humor was of the black, the stuff was clean as
best possible moronic denominator, the baby he showed you how to
and that it improved, on the moron  wash, and amusing even to the
levfl. as ‘Il. Skelton progpessed comm . There was nothing of
to larger fame. the hard-mouthed
GOOD AS CAESAR devel .

But I mm the boy on the tele-
vision the other night, and I swear
he's the mmuen thing since the
hogs ate grandpa. His humor is

heat with Sid Caesar very shortly,
Iam '\hry Margaret McBride, an

my ken after a particularly harrow-
ing evening with a Mr. Jackie Glea-
a very funny fellow,
. Mr. Gleason was appearing
as the protege of a deodorant and

sor
Mr. Gleason, in a simple skit,

5
8
§
i
13
58

press agent or even friendly
tervention, that I am now in the
-mu-unz business, dating back
fifteen Summers. The cub retracts
his vintage, bitter prose, and
some day when the guy has time,
to buy him a drink.

less Berle and a little more
o't cure.

Ducks McCarthyism

Thereafter the questions were short and snappy,
Sheehan

high-
taken with the  lighted by the political n[m,,

an off-th inner |1r n.epuum m 1o Senmator. One nmﬁmlp:ne:::mpxnngu Taft approved Sena-
Colroes. Unoe 4'4."""" Quastions, e Glked s 2 The Congressmen then devoured 3340 worth of fruit tor McCarthy's smear tactics. Congressmen were especlally
it oad g Coimt be coased o 34 eup, roast beef, baked potato, string beans and strawberry b \ sinee Tty GOF e e

“Senator,” bluned Tllinois' Congressman Tim

Sheehan,
ootball game on Saturday afternoon

that it was
| avoided taking a firm stand for or against “when we go to a f Ohio election and Taft'
He has dodged this way and St Taft is a man of honor and in-  and we see the players running up and down the side- ::-pug. oty "LK’E.':“:.{." :::r: prove be-
. that, never publicly approving of McCarthy's !egrity. He is also the top candidate for the lines, we assume they are about ready to get in the game. He stressed the need for hard campaigning if the Re- hind the cloak of Congressional immmfu,hnnﬂ.’At
{ GOP Presidential nomination, Hence, it seems 1o have been running up and down all country.  publicans are going to win the White House and Congress tor g00d in
to us, it is doubly § t JSH.SEAte JONANS 3 aasIORte Dext year. alerting the country to the subversive in gov-
R EAPOCTaRt b Bh. SEpE o “Not at the moment” grinned Taft. “The resson I got as many votes as I did in Ohio” *T7ent
with his customary forthrightness his real “Would you be interested in a Taft ™" Taft declared, waving the eavelope in (his band, “was For an hour, Taft at chiefly
views about McCarthy the man and McCarthy ~ fired C Morano because I asked so many 10 vote for me.” on campaign issues, bow to win votes and the meed for
13 indabiicnn, Saeatn “No, I wouldn't, but MacArthur might be interested in He warned that it e & mistake for the GOp Pert) organiztion.
" r Taft does mot have 3 MacArthur-Taft ticket” shot Mr. to try to win merely by exposing Democratic corruption. ;.- %" . Brownson of Is-
Another question was brought up by s Con-  Though he favored continuing these exposures, be urged ho oy "anicd (0 know whether the Taft-Hartley law "will
ho asked: “In view of the present  stesdy GOP hammering at other issues, such as Com- “"m"‘m'mf'-mpcundamm
investigation of the natiomal of political munists in government, the trend toward socialism and’ Tat needs some ts?”
do you think Guy Gabrielson (the GOP chairman) too much government spending. 1 ‘“‘m'hﬂﬂltbemnun.n-mu
should resign?" After Taft's preliminary remarks, Congressman Ayres ::”“" le claimed the Republican Party can show
»~mmauu«n-mnmﬂghr put Taft on the firing line and opened the off-the-record t it helped the workingman by passing the law. This
his side of Perhaps it will be proved that he ~ meeting to questions. He offered io screen the questions, ¢ » be reminded, behind his fight for re-election
Mnaommuupx. Nt:?mt“ m bowever, by having them addressed to him first. pub by the (CI0)
Meader Orates politieal action committee only made votes for me,” he de-
ublucnns Can't Loaf 1 e g, I, T tarve | Tl sed e frorsd umenting e Tab ey
£ Ohio Senater pulted into the private dining yoom The finat o Jump up was M " Wyvicas e et toin )
m-wl—nrn‘-‘:‘- ""“3'. ene h'-kn-n!::-n-hd. ¢ m&wm".hﬁ‘“"“‘.‘*‘s
W_H’llbhhnﬁhﬂ- him off.




