Buck-Passing Congress Stil
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By MARQUIS CHILDS
'WASHINGTON
camvu. prodding by Con-
gress had & lot to do with the
decision to impose the wage and
Permed with the decluion Teslses
that it means taking & big chance.

[ = The News' Platform For 1950-60

6. Formation of a civic promotion group similar to Winston-Salem’s Com-

| 1 0% of an Urban Rede
1. A $10,000,000 schoo! bullding program for Charlotte and Mecklenburg
ity i
{1 3 A sfientific county-wide revaluation of property.
| 4 um feasible consolidation of the City and County Governments
L by Institute of Government studies.
L 8 te public housing progam based on facts ghthered In 1950
|
i

mittee of One Hundred.
7. A new city suditorium.
L

9. Irh

A full-scale program for unbottling traffic congestion.
proved- air transportation facilities.
10. Positive action to clear Charlotte's creeks of contamination and pollu-

PROGRESS REPORT

UBLICATION  today of Tux Nxws' big

Business Review & Progress Edition
affords an t opportunity to take
inventory on newspaper's platform
for the 1950-80 decade, first offered on
this page in January of last year.

» At the top of this column is the Plat-
form, just as it appeared a year ago. At
that time, it seemed somewhat ambitious.
Actually, 1t underestimated Charlotte’s
willirigness and ability to forge shead. A
briet resume shows that a great deal of the
ten-year program has already been ac-

form a civic promotion group similar to
Winston-Salem's Committee of One Hun-
dred has created scarcely a ripple of in-
terest. We still think it's a good idea, but
we confess that it was born in the past
when Charlotte had a wealth of leaders
and a dearth of leadership. A different
brand of leadership has been displayed in
the past calendar year, and we shall not
agitate the. question further so long as
good men take big jobs and work for the
benefit of the community as they did in
1950.

7. A $3000,000 bond issue for a municl-
and coliseum was approved

has been established, headed by Willis I
Henderson, and a start has been made in
planning future projects. The City Council
asked for, and got, a reservation of $747,810
in Federal urban redevelopment funds. At
the moment, the local commission is mark-
ing time, pending passage by the N. C.
General Assembly of an enabling act
! which will permit N. C. cities to under-
take redevelopment projects. Prospects
B good, since the act is

2, Last year Mecklenburg County tax-
payers approved a bond issue of 35,325,000
for schools, with the City getting $3,550,000
and the County $1775,000, the division

| made on the basis of school population in
the two systems. In addition, the City's
$606,000 share of State school bullding
funds has been made avallable. Sites are

pal

by the voters last Fall, and a site on
Independence Boulevard has been' pur-
chased. Construction cannot be

until Federal bullding restrictions are
ifted

8. Progress has been made on many
fronts in the continuing effort to un-
bottle congestion. Traffic Engineer Herman
Hoode has proceeded rapidly with his pro-
gram of modernizing traffic control sys-
tems at bad street intersections. The
voters approved bonds up to $1,500,000 for
the city’'s share in eliminating rallroad
bottlenecks. A full report on a compre-
hensive plan for eliminating rall traffic
barriers was submitted during the year by
Evgineer Frank Miller of Greensboro, and
a tentative agreement with the Southern
Rallway was worked out by City mnun
Henry Yancey whereby the
share in the cost of the various m]uu.
Detailed plans for ths In'iia} project—the

8t. due

being and
ummr-m.

are hklu their toll, but much has already
been accomplished toward meeting the
$10,000,000 school bullding program goal.
One thing is already clear: the goal will
have to be revised upward before the
decade is over.
4. City and County officials reached an
| agreement early last Spring on & sclen-
tific property revaluation for the whole
county. The contract was awarded to the
Cole-Layer-Trimble firm, and the big
proféct is well under way. It is due to be
completed during the 1051 fiscal year, and
the new tax valuations are scheduled to
g0 into effect In January of 1952.
4. | Tmx Nxws is unable to report much
on consolidation of City and
County governmental services. The Insti-
tute!of Government completed its study,
and made full reports to the two govern-
bodies. Nothing more was done until,
ago, the Mecklenburg legislative
on its own initiative, asked the
ute officlals to arrange several con-
erenges in Raleigh to discuss consolidation.
week County Chairman Sid McAden
IMayor Victor Shaw extended an in-
vitation to loeal civic groups to study
consplidation.
. | There are no plans at present for
addijional public housing units In Char-
Jotte, and it s unlikely that any more
public housing will be bullt during the
emetgenty unless Charlotte is selected as
& cgitical defense housing area. If and
whes urban redevelopment becomes a
realy, more low income housing may be
necepsary for displaced slum dwellers. The
full ireport on the 1950 census will give
City|officials a better picture of the hous-
ing heeds of low income groups.
6. The recommendation that Charlotte

. -are this
Stonewall will be widened from
Independence to Graham Bts, opening
up a badly-needed new traffie artery.
Finally, a Parking Commission has been
appointed to administer a system of off-
street parking facilities.

9. Materlal progress has been made
toward improving the City's air transpor-
tation facilities. Runways at the Municipal
Alrport have recently been resurfaced, at a
cost of $154,000, ahared jointly by the City
and the Federal Government. A site for
a new administration bullding has been
selected, and the first phase of the work—
grading the land and bullding addi-
tional taxi strips—will be started soon. The
whole project will cost some $900,000, to be
borne in equal parts by the City Govern-
ment and the CAB.

10. Positive action to clear Charlotte’s
creeks of pollution has been taken. Fol-
lowing a report by a Chicago engineer, &
new ordinance was worked out banning
the dumping of industrial wastes and
providing for the reception of those wastes
in the City's sewage system. Plans are
now being drawn for necessary changes at
the disposal plant, the costs for which will
be borne by industry. the schedule of fees
being based on the volume and strength
of each firm's Indus!

‘That, we submit, is a striking record of
progress in one twelve-month perjod. It
has resulted from dramatic public and
private leadership, and from a grow-
ing among  Cl
that theirs is a big city and that It must
do things in a big way.

The national emergency will get first
priority in the foreseeable future but Char-
lotte, now awake to some of its needs and
some of its opportunities, will be ready to
move ahead again just as soon as the
barriers are lifted.

month.

\

OPPORTUNITY FOR TAXPAYERS

invitation to eivic clubs and other

groups to study of City
and County governmental functions is in
order, and County Chairman Sid McAden
and Mayor Victor Shaw merit com
tion for seeking to stir popular int
| the subject.
» It' would have been better had the
o Invitations been extended some weeks or
| monghs ago. The current session of the
'N. ©. General Assembly is already a
‘month old. Even If the loea! civic groups,
" “City and County officials, and members of
‘the legisiative delegation work at top
1t will be difficult to reach agree-
prepare the necessary legislation,
/get 1t passed before the Legisiature

ced, then, becomes an tmportant fac-
: hw -lamn::‘ #
e year, “urge
whm::u'mnx-

We do not -nuclpnu any considerable

from Most of
them are in favor of ln:‘(mnx that will
cut out duplictalon and waste in govern-
ment. The only opposition we have noted
in the past has come from people in gove
ernment who don't want their Nitle
empires. disturbed.

Hence, we would suggest to Mr. McAden
and Mr. Shaw that the next step is to
appoint members of their respective boards
to study the various consolidation reports.
1t there s merit in consolidgion—and we
believe there is—the people rightfully will
expect leadership, not inertia, from their
local officials.

I never fail to get a Kick, when I visit &
hospital, out of the sign, “Maternity De-
partment—No Children Allowed."—Wichita
Falls (Tex.), ﬂmu

are the people who elect a
politician President, and then complain

launch  like all gét out because he continuss to be
one~Memphis Commercial-Appeal.

s
enforcemen of the Eco-
nomic Stabllization Agency. He in-
dicated it was of his be-
Liet that 'poxlua hu no pbu in
an  organizal atfecting

American hum- ‘The already ov-
erburdenéd FBI backed awsy rmm

directed by that sgency.

now that the sdministration
taken the long and perilous

into price control, there i
o indication that Congress intends
10 act with anything like the essen-
tal weed on & front that is just

important in the battle against
Infiation. That e tazation.
N ONTH
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te House in six
months if the will to do 50 i strong
enough.
Customarily at
hearings, every special interest ar-
exem

prolonged tax

vation.

But if inflation is to be sverted,
there can be no exemptions th
time. Taxation must hit hard ev-
erywhere. The rice and  wage
freeze must be supplemented by
1xr higher.taxes than we are pay-

Ne one likes that prospect. It is

alternative
The price-wage. freeze can check
the Inflationary spiral, but it can-
not stop 1t. The Administration has
made the first move, and now it
15 up to Congress to take the sece
ond and ‘equally essential step.

Wage Raises Likely Under
Special Problem Clauses

By JAMES MARLOW

WONDERING whether
there’s & loophole for you in the
freese

4

will on the Wage
Stabilisation Board (WSB), Its
case.

working now on your 3
everybody's. It will be, for a long
time.

plan fair o evt

Under the law, l’h?n the Govern-
ment slapped price controls on an
tndustry, it had to control wages
in that industry at the same time.
decided
price con-
trols on pmunuy everything, 1t
orde controls everywhere.
JUSTICE WANTED

1f sllowed™ to stand uneh‘n‘eﬂ‘
this freese be unjust
workers since thetr  wag
problems vary from group 1o

&roup.

(Likewise, it would be unjust to
‘busine: them, even
though caught I & squeese, could
get any adjustment on the price
freeze.)

8o now the nine-man WSB,
headed by Cyrus 8. Ching, must
§0 back over the wage freeme, to
ebop holes in it to be falr 1o work-
ers generally
L . of course,
WSB must keep some kind of lid
on wages. Otherwise uncontrolied
wages would make a jest of price
eontrol.)

WSB won't be able to give all
the answers at once. It's counter-
part in World War II. the War
Labor Board, had to keep banging
away at the problem

Tt probably will try to state
kind of pattern this.

| will ..y all workers are per-

& wage Increase,
pmn;- S i per cent.or 40, since
such and such s dat
Such a step would ‘be » pattern.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

JNITED STATES forees have captured a Chinese cambal
bulletin giving their secret estimate of Ame:

abllity. 'rhe estimate is about as hum

about the white man in Asia. A translation, as

ever
Cabled back 1o Washington, follows

“United Buu- troops quickly lose the’ desire to fight
and

‘surrender

away heavy 'qnlpmm\ hide away until night, and atte:

to sneak awsy as individvals. When they advance,

g0 far quickly so long as they can stay unlhlmldml-hﬂr

trucks and nn When they dism:

road, the sound of firtng will make them withdr
“When United Stales troops are on the def

ean be made very easily
mear their flanks, When you get in their rear,
grulu( out

Unnn for !ﬂw ﬂlys
lmll and nm the of
lrl(fd of

‘nwnnum

notable exceptions.
rines' valiant fight to Hungnam. Also.

sound
mu Chinese M!lb‘?m:' mn is that it Is
as the Ma-

But then there'd be all kinds of
spechl proiems within that pat-
ample:

whn thou permit in
ralses for people who get promolrd
m jobs. or whose job classifica-
tions are changed or whose em-

<
m s want to give them merit

What about nmmuw sola on
between em)
ut the time the fre
Since the megotiations started be-
fore the freeze, sh B put &
lmit 6n what such workers can
get?

And there's the problem of esca-
lator clauses. Some employers long
ago agreed in contracts to give
their employees an automatic ralse
every time living costs move up
& notch.

ANOTHER RESPONSMBILITY

Should WSB say now that those
long-standing contracts no longer
can be carried out? And what of

oe workers who claim theyve
fallen far behind in the march to-
ward higher wages?

WSB, as Ching pointed out, has
another responsibility besides put-
ting lids on workers. That's to try
not to do anything that would cause
labor unrest which would hurt the
defense program

Whatever 1t does, WSB will have
to keep doing it a long time for
the wage problem shift and

change as living costs and prices
change,
It price controls fall and living

costs start shooting up again, it's
certain organized labor will refuse
to stay bound by any policy that
Jets prices rise but keeps wages
down

The uRD is just beginning to get
Ona of the first decisions
make involves a problem
l|l! lh.l of John L. Lewis' coal
miners.

Lewis recently made a contract
with the mine owners, gl

“I¢'s Nice If You're Dressed For I¥'
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‘Oh Wad Some Power—’

tunities could not hluder A couple of generations
Jater James Russell 1l pald Burns the tribute
ﬁmknn'dld‘!llcnnnmﬂln'umm
in & Rallroad Car™:

He spoke of Burns: men rude and rough
Pressed round to hear the praise of one

‘Whose heart was mage of manly, simple stuff,
As homespun as their own.

(Christian Science Moniter)
LL the world over—or whers wont you ! find &
Scot?—the music of Burns been
moving lips and hearts the last few daye. "The an
niversary of the poeu birth falls on Jan. 25, and
wherever his countrymen may be it i mlehnlm with

songs and qtr:h!i or whatever ritual is I

to the expatristes’ numbers and feels ings.”

and an unavoldgble

Burns' a hope
chatienge mu who ave felt in themselves the sir- As the Burns anniversary rolled round this year

ring of nt or an aspiration. This m-n no' the wuwrn nations, and particularly the .
accounted one of the great poets of his ra ing les to whom his poetry is s commar
plowboy on & farm untll he was 15 vears Lo, At 23 heritage, found vy y
e was an apprentice to a'flax dresser. At hwu. yet xeh that uee @ understand-
21, atter slogging away on s farm for 4 bare bﬂdn he
living, he was about to leave Scotiand for a job as npm«mnamnnumm
bookkeeper in the West Indies when @ first volume I specially apt at the moment:

brought him unexpected scclatm.

©Oh wad some Power the giftie gle us

ed to end a_ career of %
xRl Yo e g st Giber oppore To ate oursel’s as ithers see usl

Still January

York Times) south you hear the occasional tentative outburst
T out on the 1osd and head south from New of a mockingbird. But tbe Lively air of Spring s still o
G York, at this time of the year, and yml e-n come.
change scenes readily enough. In one day you
get well down into Virginia. In two ::]I you can bn
in Sputh Ctl’Dllnl In lhm yulll,‘e D e e O\ll(
lht land and the Caribbean
. But you can't get away Som

find varia-

The big rhl.nn n o the sun. particularly the

Iater sunset. Day 1 mm evening, and the

ness of northern ult tempered. you

That Pebruary is close at hand. and March and April

just ‘there shead. Another month and the

‘will begin, another Spring -lowly umamc up the coast-
and color

H

four you can
Stresm almost touch

E

ons. on JAnUATY. ine, with leafing trees al Jowlands and
tion . somewhat dl.mrrmllempfnx 1 ing ;
Faigey -n Ao t longer hours of sunligh!

h: onge birdsong Joud o

coast. levlnll mll lnﬁl like w\‘nhr. and ln do the
Carolinas and Geory trees and the
red-brown cotton mln stand stiff in the wind. You
seo the {lash of the redbird, and when you get

Orgy Or Obsequies?
bility or mortgage the future of jts best tax-paying
citizens.” has been talked about

(The Asheville Citizen)

FAIR Taxer J. Paul Leonard of Btlm'ul‘aah hand-
biliing North Carolina newspa) balanced budget. The fact is that under )(m

th‘“‘“‘""-'l:"‘“ Carolina's wise md_comservaiive facal acheme ine
not_only Providen Governor (as Director of mmmrmmwk

spending and thus balance the budget if

fall to mateh appropristions.

them that the “Economy
saddle and that this is

the of
arganized who dedicated themselves to stop-
P T we have never Eoushis that 1t took cournge
to_oppose iy if It was the other
fellow's—and we have not 4 detected an "Orgy"
‘which 'ﬂlld unhinge Tarheelia.
Indect, that Bro. Leonard ls speaking

Just & bit betare s turn.

Under the law, it ahould be noted, North Carolins.
cannot by spen: ﬂlnl *jeopardize the economic sta-

No, there can't be an m‘l’y in Rllﬂlll"L But Ulm"

n N
around for any
children of lhh Btate. No do we Ihlnl that the
tune up for

Ofnrrll
dirge.

Assembly 15 yet of & mind to

The Columnar Strategists

(Dayton Dally News) ;
1

miners a raise, starting Peb. 1 many of our readers, we are often astounded literary general staff, its owl perched
This agreement was made be- at the ease with which syndicated ysts  on an- inkpot? An [nfinite number of errors could
fore last Priday's order freezing solve the knottlest of the dsy. Generals be avolded If passed by this group
all_wages. No one expectes the  may. quake, and politiclans out in cold sweat before being transiated
WSB to say Lewis' men can't §0  __pefpless. baffled. The columnist has Gen. Drew Pearson would do
shead and get that increase. answer. His keen intelligence gets to the core of the quarrels with Adm. Winchell. Both might be jealous
But when it approves WSB i1 matter in & few words. Simple as ABC. of Feld Marshal Lippman and the Alsop brothess.
punching a hole in the freese. It'll our thought tha t'g\.mmhuumintlu 8gt. Pegler would create friction. them all
have to punch & lot of oles before o more valua oute the guvsenment g0 log 8 in all, they should be able to keep at two edi-
it's through. there is pesce, but 11 whr come they tions ahead of the enemy.
Reds Rate U. S.T roops Low In Bravery
WASHINGTON  Chinese document are the same ones which our own intel- Error No. 3—Rear echelon troops wete not trained to
ligence reports have shown. 8o the Chinese assessment, hu- fight. As a result, the enemy took valuabie supplies away
rican fighting  miliating 2 it may be, is fairly sccurate, from our troops in the rear m mnng candy from a ehild.
ating as any statement arErTor No. 3—American ere trained largely i
Studying Our Mistakes jm climates, this pot o cjusted ;n qatreme cold_of
WEVER, cne heaithy development is that Sen. Lyndon kv T Werkd WAk 21, Croops st e e e
bt Johnsons invastigating subcommitiee and members of oot fawes W. 'we Dave N0t

will throw
mpt

ount and get off the

ense, they
by putting & few troops
they become
aggressive. When they were
did nothung. They

it nwum be noted

lhl Jnlnl chiefs of staff have been studying the
the Korean war. And they can be summed up in the

that our fighting t has now been roused by
Matthew #ﬂ

Chinese estimate of our bravery n-uh
first offensive, ‘when

Division w04 our froat fell back I &
m:mﬂh it was an inferior

was l“.:rhh Yaly River, before the first major
Chinese strike. Probably gave encoursgement
Chiness to pull strike.




