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HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

1The ft

editoricl iwwas selected by North Carolina Press Associction judges

following
&s the best editorial cppearing in o doily, mewspaper in this state last year. The
ennouncement wes mode in Durkam lost night of the cnnual banquet of the NCPA. |
The editorial was written by C. A. McKnight, editor of The News, and appeared in

this space on June 7J

important Supreme Court dbci-

sions this week chipped away at the

structure of racial segregation without

actually demolishing it. To understand why

this is true, it is necessary to know some-
thing of the history of the cases.

All three test suits were brought by
Negroes. One plaintiff protested the sep-
“arate seating facilitfes for whites and
Negroes on railroad dining cars. Another
thsllenged the adequacy of s separate
Texas law school for Negroes. The third
contended that he was discriminated
against after being admitted to the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma graduate school. We
#hall take them up in order.

%3 ¢

LMER W. EENDERSON is a Washing-
ton Negro. In 1942 he was a member

Railway diner. At that time, southern
trains did not seat Negroes in their dining

cars.
“Following Henderson's protest. southern
rallroads worked out a plan that gol the
Wnl of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission. A separate table, cut off by a
curtain or a partition, was provided for
Negro diners. White passengers were not
permitted to sit at the table for Negroes.
Herman Marion Sweatt 8 a Texas
Negro who sought admittance to the
University of Texas Law School, a Btate
institution. He was denied admittance, but
the State of Texas established a separate
Jaw school for Negroes. Sweatt pressed

his complairft that the separate law school .

did not give him equal educational oppor-
tunity. Eleven Southern states including
North Carolina Intervened in the case on
the side of Texas.
G. W. McLaurin is ln Oklahoma Nn;ro
to

Hence, the net effect of the court ruling
in the Henderson case is to abolish segre-
gstion on dining cars in interstate com-
merce, -even if the “separate but equal”
doctrine still stands.

HE Texas and Oklahoma cases {all into
x ‘different category. They arose from
s:au-mvponed educational institutions
and hence are not s0 much within the
province of the Federal Government as
was the Henderson interstate commerce
case. Even so, the Supreme Court weak-
ened the “separate but equal” doctrine
even if it did not completely reverse it

In the Sweatt case, the court held
unanimously that the separate law school
facilities were not equal to those provided
for-whites. Significantly it ordered the
State of Texas to admit Sweatt to the
regular law school. News stories made no
reference to any intimation by the court
that tmprovement in the Negro. law school
would be satisfactory.

The Oklahoma ruling came even closer
1o upsetting the “separate but equal” doc-
trine. To all intents and purposes, Mc-
Laurin has had equal educational oppor-
tunity. He has sat In the same classroom.
eaten in the same.cafeteria, and studied in
the same library with white students, even
i a certain physical segregation was pre-
served. Chief Justice Vinson, however, said
for the majority that McLaurin “must
recelve the same treatment at the hands
of the State as students of ‘other races”
Hence, the “separate but equal” doctrine
has virtually been reworded to include “the
sare treatment” -

TE are devoting so much space to this -

! tople today because we tiink it s of
paramount importance. North ~Carolina

already faces four test suits. One demands

He was
Oklahoma graduate -chool after an nnucr
Bupreme Court decision. But he was re-
quired to sit apart from white students in
the classroom, cafeterid, and college
litrary. He contended that he was still
btlnl segregated and that his educational
ty was thus not the same as that
ol white nwdenk
.
IN RULING -m.n the plaintiffs in each
of these actions, the Bupreme Court
weakened the foundation of the segrega-
tion structure, but left 1t -standing. That
foundation, upon which all of the state
segregation laws are based, Is found in
the historic Plessy v, Ferguson decision of
.1896. That decision sald that the require-
ments of the 14th Amendment are met if
“separate but equal”. facilities "are fur-
nished.

The Henderson case fell in the realm of
interstate commerce, clearly the province
of the Federal Government. The Justice

~-Department intervened in the case and
specifically asked the Supreme Court to
reverse the 1896 precedent. In its brief the
Justice Department declared the “separate
but equal” doctrine “a’ constitutional ana-
chronism which no longer deserves a place
in our law” and added:

are

rarely

*‘Equal’ factiities, if separate

ven in a physical
they have  been
inequalities

idea of separate facilities, or sepa
rights, is in itself a negation of the full
and complete n of privileges and

Immunities of citizenship

The Supreme Court,
the specific point before it
the Interstate Commerce
*any undue o

Act

prohibits
unreasonable prejudice” to
g the rallroads. Hender-
protested that the separate
peating facilities violated that section of

the ICC Act.
derson. Mr.

Tha co
Tustt

t agreed with Hen-
Burton sald it was not
nmecessary to rule on the constitutional
question raised by the Justice Department,
but he came very close indeed 10 agreeing
with Attorney General McGrath when he
wrote for the majority:

“Trie curtatns, perts om-
'-M -mn:un—\ of !hc mr'erm
trea: h serves only to call a
tention to classification of pa

1a]
sengers holding identical tickets and usi3
the ssme public dining facility.”

From The Asheville Citizen

the of Negroes to the University
of North Carciina law school. Three de-
mand ecqual facilities in the public schools,
or else the abolition of segregation.

And let us not be lulled into thinking
that our public school facilities for Negroes
are equal to whites. The Education Com-
mission report In 1048 gave convincing,
well-documented evidence that Negro
school- bulldings - and equipment are, in
fact, woefully Inferior to those for white
students. No North Carolinian with any
sense of justice can be happy over that.

What is pending in this state—if and
wken the proper test suits are fought
through the Supreme Court—is a multi-
million dollar expenditure to bring Negro
schools up to standard. Up until 1049,
such suits would have had to be filed on
a county-by-county basis, since bulldings
and equip! were a local
New that the State Government has gone
into ‘the bullding of schools to the extent
of $50 million, it is entirely possible that a
single test suit could tie up the whole
State appropriation ahd force it to be used
for Negro schools.

We have sald it before. We zay it again
today. Segregation, as an abstract moral
principle, can not be defended by any in-
telectually or spiritually honest person
Yet we are dealing with more than an
abstract moral principle. We are dealing
with the realities of a system which dates
generations. That system can
urned by Congressional act cr
fudiclal interpretation without causing a
degree of chaos that probably would be
more detrimental lo the national welfare

o that of the nation’s citiz than a
nce of segregation practices would
an, however, be worn down bit by

bit
Hence we are torn between gratification

ths me Court is gradually giving
us a bet standard for measuring real
American  democracy and apprehension
that the Court or cor:rm might go too
fast

That baving b

mncerned The Supreme Court may leave
the “separate but equal” doctrine on the
borks. But our stat
and make the facilities truly equal if it
hopes to maintain its racial segregation

OPERATION HABERDASHERY

IR FORCE mex In their natty blue uni-
forms are the cynosure of many eyes
{many of them feminine eyes). though
can bet that clothes don't make the
if be is a jet jockey roaring over the
n ipe just an engine skip away
death. We ‘thought of that

best of uniforms, but the defense effort
should deserve something better in the
uses of military bureaucracy. How much
it cost in time and money to convoke the
80 from the four corners of the earth we
dont know, what we suspect is that in the
grim world of today, with militant Com-

munist hordes on the bare-footed march to

world congquest, a high-level
lhurdnhm conference may be a frill fit
only for the shelf for the duration.

It costs the Interior Department $13.39

will have to get busy,
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simiplest case and

most to ns,
British control sbout thres.
‘quarters of the air bases we must
use, in event of war, to send our
strategic avistion against the So-
wviet Union.

is a small,

Hif

o
Y

and raw materials
live and fight.
Becond, the nature of Britain's
situation directly influences ir
attitude to the Chinese Commu-
nists, encou! t looks

they need to

peaceable more possible
deal with than any available !lc.‘

:hemmu that is, if you want
to keep any allies at all.

Job Of Secretary Of State
Fraught With Frustration

WASHINGTON
o Secretary of State exists
only to neotmu the exuum-e

of a world which
rather ignore; of obﬁllllam 'hic)\
it
; or
distrusts and tries to tum to its
advantage or to reject.’ Since -the
nm au the Senate existed, it has
the Sec
mzry n! suu whenever the Sec-
nury has been obliged to extend
is functions beyond the appointe
mml of consuls in Senators’ serv-

ice.”

That is from “The Education of
Henry Adams”, the searching au-
toblography  written by Henrye
Adams, 2 New land Puritan
descended from John Adams and
John Quincy Adams. He was writ-
ing- about his good friend. John
Hay. Secretary of State at the tumn
of the_century

Hay had a China problest to
work out not unlike that which
today confronts Secretary of State

eson. The Western pow-
ers were using the Boxer Rebellion
85 an excuse to grab pieces of
China loot.

Russia was pushin
Asiatic _empire, a
most of Manchu
and political infilt
Hay was struggling o maintain an
o door” in Chins and to keep

strative

out into an

re are some pl'lllek with
lhr situation today. The then Rus-
wa

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go—Round

MARQUIS W.

CHILDS
other to conduct American foreign
.

. For a time, in the comparable
crisis of Nazi sggression ten years
ago, we did have,
Becretaries. Cordell Hull was the
official Secretary and Congress
loved him. Herould be sufe at any
time of & warm lna friendly re-
ception on Capitol Hill
Yoreign policy was conducted. by
President Roosevelt through Un-
der—e«'mlry of State Sumner
Welles. arrangement wvrked
fairly well for a time. Then
triguers  stirred es uuc
ended with Welles' resignation.

Acheson ow
Nded Sinee " Presiden
loyalty s always ittened o
position. rly from the
Press. it was a safe assumption
that the Secretary would stay where
he was 30 long asthe hounds were
baying. There was a suggestion

that when the pack had given up
the pursuit, Acheson might quietly
step out.

But he himself “expressed . the
opinion not long ago that anyone
who took his place would before too
long be subjected to the same bar-
Tage. And there is §ood reason to
believe that this would be so.

A new Secretary might look for-
ward to a honeymoon. Most fre-
quently reported as s repi t
for Acheson I chm Justice Fred

out on an independent course,
he could look forward to some-
like the storm which has
raged around Acheson, He could
become a willing or an un-
ng prisoner of his critics on
Capitol Hiil.

In his lofty isclation !«r'wﬂ;

for him. personal drama

which is also related with fﬂlhl—

ening immediacy to the issues of
peace or war.

News From The Capital

Hoey Cool To Wherry Resolutlon

‘WASHINGTON.
By TOM SCHLESINGER ¢
Charlotte News Special Writer
Senate will get a exmu to vote on sending
American to Europe as part of Gen-
lrll Dwight D.

tougher sledding this sesison with the current do-
mestic economy wave . Frahk Graham's name
mppundlnpnn!mlmulwldbllm
date for appointment to the Civil Service Commis-
sion. He was a member of the Senate c:vu Sunu

ammy next :nue here . ca ressional
. net ™n this h"h‘zr hll:;nlr'vld
Chances are that both Clyde R. Hoey b onn; wit! troops
and Willis Smith will go along with the move to give from m» Urging the dropping of the A-bomb
the Senate a chance to up-: jtself, although us solution to our problems . . . Senator Hoey's
they aren't pushing for a challenge of the Presi- nun; committee swung back into action this
dent's constitutional to send fnto Alaskan airport purchase matters.

Senate Hoey b)umr,v auhm ‘himselt -umr
sending American t. anywhere outside the con-

r00ps
unznul United States to

of Congress.. But, he loﬂw’l’l may
the Wherry resolution Tuesday

by minority leader

umtnmmmmm of

ihe House of Represeniatives that i
mﬂn&u&mmm’ held their

own, mmmuwu&mm-

t
Senator Smith. mheuuh not Qe 2 outspoke:
believes too that Cowﬂl have the final say.
ALL Cangressional ol(u:u hlt ‘week began to feel
A" the deluge of zentiment on the drafting of 18-
year-olds.

Ietters and telegrams—barely a trickie
the week before—came in mounting
from parents protesting against the Administration’s
request to draft 18-year-olds for 27 months military

Its a touchy question for most lawmakers Who

r Setween the p) of their constituents
and the words of Ihe War mznl which de-

clare the drafting of married men the only alterna-
ve.

owever. neither North Carolina Senator favers
the mave at the moment, whije no House member
yet to come forth openly advocating it.
Sentiment now points to a w-m-
st 18 and one-half, making nem:
War Department particularty haj

SOME of the Admm\l'nnunl m’ disputed do-
hy President Truman

promise
plmm nor

Hoey lncu;m President’s M'nnu “ur™
necessary. anxrm nut ;utn‘ to do anything about
them. Theyre dead

b mm'nemtd to me that the
issue right now is the survival of this country. Those
other matters can be left for & later date to dis-
cuss.

}[awr:m at least one 'nr Heel was in favor of
onie cf lhr P”sldmu planks. Grahath Buuent.
chatrman ttee

on Educat
is lbau( m m.ntmmu his mn for Pedera!
Ald to Education. He told that it would
call for aid to public schools only. It will face even

seems

lhl
w e i
mn llll' lmhlw-
jeve more even
mm um a fixed limit of no lm than 300,000
persons and no more than 400,000 in each district.
-rne latest census reports show the l\'tfln mo
of the 435 Cor onal districts 18 344.
Carolina, with a population al Ullm. uvmm
around 338500 for each district
ress follows the Pr-idnnll recommenda~
tions, an unlikely move at the best,
tatives will be in rrvublr Th!) are Herbert
WWU Harold Cooley h). ‘Woodrow Jones {
and Monroe Redden (12!

Bonner (13t
ain)

The first, sleventh IM twelfth are llkhlly un=
der u;‘:hrrmnm 's minimum while the fourth just
tops

l‘.semum-uxmtmhnnmummnm
his week

a rpaklu t‘nluanmt I'h.l)e lnlv.h lunﬂ.d the in-

nu‘\mumo!hulnmd.v . Byrnes, in Co-
C. Other Nan.h Carolina at-
undnz rrom ‘here incl R'vrumt-mu

J nel-
U!db.l!llxnll’”yhlbulll \um
final days of the Blst Ounmwohﬂ-un‘m
in the New House Oﬂlul\lﬂdm[ He finished up Ma~
Jjor Bulwinkle’s

Wilson Readies Wage-Price Showdown

WASHINGTON. factories
MCBILIZATION Bo Charies Wikon has orered his The kruth o
4 saff to ready to clagp down price and wage In ind

Pﬂﬂu\ul\ ha
Pederal Reserve Board. which advised against putting the
in Tnment straft

economy in

that tndirect controls, such as higher taxes a
its, would eventually curd in-

however, fal

on consumer and bank ci

flation. These in

hold down prices
At the

command may slso sccompany the

ample, Wilson

hopes to get rid of Price Administra
while, acr

M
new uunmo:u L
given 90 day:

5
Took Jover. the mm from Hubert Howard after i

tegic materials. Howev

ogress, and

iacket. The board

reek from

ters of
with &
tucky,

argued
and restrictions

has applied the spurs

the Russians can bomb
Nmmlclnwnnpunumm

pwmxlmauly 80 defense Dllm now
rmﬂr\u‘han eighteen are located
trial heartiand. Thereﬁnub:buﬂ! xnmm
Michigan.

a few scattered plmu \n Thdians, wm Virgints, Ken-
California, Maryland and
In- other words.

where them easiest

targets.
spproved 1t
Pennsylvania's lnﬂu-

that are slready tempting

Tilinois and New York—

Connecticut.
instead of scattering factories
Government is concentrating them in

ot to b be oumme the boy umnx the wurmuwn Pen
-bwv.

the sa
&nllor ltC‘nh, ndoﬂ Ntd Ilr cﬂln\alll' MM al

Shifts In The House % |

of the

i, e s 20 ol g S8, o P, b, Souchen Siom 5 e e e B
new controls. For ex- vulnerable, but adds to the housing. tion and Sooner or later must face the fact that the
makes no secret’ around his offics that he gait AT B e overcrowded cemters. the founding fat said should be
tor Mike S ’ “close” to the people—hasm’t grown the country:
R gl o oagy =3 Technically, the new plants will not be bullt by the wyg pirye o Representatives (1700-01) had 65 memme
Chatrman John D, Small has mmswtmpnnumu'ﬂ the GOV pery or one to approxims! 3y the

hten out the mess he inherited. He SIREen: has & powerfu} sayso through its certification 88~ ratis is one Congressman 10 346000 peopie.

Muni. tem. This is “handled by ¢ fonal edern

he ficates “To use & more comparison, there were about
tions Bosrd had failed in its assignment to stockpile stra- Mm‘“‘&"*m‘“ of pecessity for bullding 92000000 pecple in the United States in 1911 when the
Presdent Truman sl et st B e e e e The L e i L C
‘8:!‘0?!'(!’( ons 435 House bers, though the population has grown by

fied with the board’s p:
to the new chairman

Dissecting Taft

JOCRAT Senators were verbally dissecting Sen. Robert

A (for Alphonso) Taft in the
day.

od mind and always ur;:m up interesting

“Bob h:
points.” dﬂmme Thinois' Sen. Paul

5.
“But what lhnu! l’\ll Knc! ~it-all attitude that even gripes

'nuu\m:u mmmﬂ htE-'.\l is tvo
s tor
uwphmusohm and he is Alphonso Taft!

Indcurnul Tomu
l“ nlu no luﬂh o dispersal

‘war production, the'

Senate closkroom the

Detﬂae Production A
to say

this i« a powerful jever for keeping

Needless "
the plant owners in line. However. the NSRB, while it has  straight talking on this (e ther day to President Truman
mmdﬂmulmlnolmlnr\-mLMlmﬂ’ pies for his bill to raise House membership from
owners are building thelr new factories right slongside the 0. .

= dont want the House 50 big that the fail will wag
It ma: ummwr:emauﬂmnpmm dog. and my bill doesn't do that”
urnna.lzm- simply got to du something to give the people the
TAtic representation they deserve and the framers of
Constitution wanied them fo have.”
‘Truman promised to “think it over”
Note — Under reapportionment, California (which has
in the . Pearson-Me- the populstion ‘spurt since the 1940 census) will gaim
shouting match on & busy House seats, Florids will gain two, and Maryland. Mich-
T o ey R
sccuses Pearson of publishing secret doc- two each; and

Government
bt is throwing up new




