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URBAN REDEVELOPMENT

Nzws hopes that the negative atti-

. tude of the Mecklenburg legislative

m toward urban redevelopment is

& prodict of misunderstanding of what is

proposed, rather than opposition to the
prineiple of slum clearance.

Burely it is unnecessary in this modern
age to recite once again the abundant evi-
dence that municipal slums take a terrible
toll in human values, and that they im-
pose a heavy and costly burden upon all
the tax-supported services of the commu-

nity. .

g this, the 81st Congress wrote
into the 1949 housing act a new principle
of Federal assistance to cities interested
in clearing away thelr slums. In brief, the
plan provided for the creation of special
municipal agencies to buy up selected slum

clear away the decrepit bulldings,
and then re-sell the property to private
investors who would agree to develop it in
accordance with an over-all plan. That
there was nothing radical in this approach
was proved by the support of the National
Association of Real Estate Boards. a nota-
bly conservative group.

A new measure will be introduced this
year This time the N. C. League of Municl-
palities and the North Carolina Agsociation
of Real Estate Boards have reached agree-
ment on the precise working of the law.
Both groups will support it

1f the adoption of the enmabling act
meant the immediate expenditure of pub-
lic money—city, State, or Federal—for slum
clearance, State lawmakers would be jus-
tified In looking asking at the bill. The
national emergency takes precedence over
such projects, and there will be neither
money nor materials for them in the fore-
seeable future

Adoption of the enabling act. however,
will not result in the spending of one dol
lar. It will merely put on the statute books
jatent authority that should be written
into municipal law. The suthority may not
be used for many years (unless certain
N. C cities should be declared critical de-
fense housing areas, in which case slum

«clearance might be combined with new
defense housing). But the principle is
sound. in peace and war, that city govern-
ments should have the same power to
slum evils as they have to cope

To carry out such projects, however, city
must be to con-

demn slum_areas, If necessary. A measure
offered in the 1049 General Assembly con-
taining such legal authority was defeated
in committee because real estate men
_didn't like its designation of housing au-
thorities as the agencies to carry out
urban redevelopment.

A GIFT IN CHARACTER

. DAVID OVENS (hereinafter to be
known by his short title of Dave
Ovens) has certalnly capped a climax, and
in handsome style. His recent gift of $250,~
000 to Queens College, made without strings
attached to the use of the money, was
enough to mark him as an admirable
philanthropist. Now comes further evi:
dence in the form of his $100,000 gift to
Davidson College. again with np stipulation
save that it should give effect to the cher-
ished wishes of the reciplent rather than
of the donor.
In this way ‘and at this time, as Dr.
Cunningham of Davidson expressed it, Dave

with other community problems.
The Mecklenburg lawmakers have noth-

Somebody Better Step On It

THEY WENT

ing to lose by the bill sp
by the League of Municipalities and the
NCAREB. The citizens of this community
have a great deal to gain in some future
year.

Ovens has both given what was wanted
and advanced the enjoyment of it. The
use of the fund to bulld and equip a
Student Unlon, center of student activities,
will combine and ed! as

Pe:ople’s Platform

The Truth About Korea

50 much Interegted in ireedom as they are acrually

anmm r. Truman “usurped
not in ordering armed

CHARLOTTE

his authority” or
forces to Kores, as Sen.

mourning Hith

Taft implied, there ix overwhelming evidence that

Orderly Conversion To War

Production National Goal

military

civilian planners. This conversion

has not proce ast enough since

the Communist attack in Korea at

the end of June chmud the time~
table of probabilities

But in view nr me military cut-

backs 1n 1948 and ‘49 it was re-

The mumnery for Army

for example, had

peet
s for ‘military-ind
duction. A wholesale call-up of Na-

units once they were trained.
What the planners fear is & repe-
tition of 1940-41. Against his own

whelming pressurs n. George
Marshall, then Chiet ol Stat! of me
ze

of guns began to spread. As it be:
came apparent that Great Britain
would Aunﬂ. the buil
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In other words, the hope is for &
steady upward curve of military
uction. That curve will res
a level of industrial produetion in
being which can be s over
» long period o
Besides the Chaos which “fti-out

lization™ of military mAnpow- .
er would be likely o produce it
this time, there ate tve in-
volved. If there is no ‘w
next 12 to 18 months, then the

clamor will be, w it was tn

the requisite steps have been tak.

= to meet lhlt limited ohjeclhe
says Do of course,

(ne retaliation um. oud e vistted

on the enemy by the American Alr

Force.

Fear and hysteria never helped
to win any contest. Neither did de-
featism ever contribute to victory.

when Mr. Truman ordered armed forces to Korea,
he didn't do it for reasons of security for our hemi-
sphere, but for reducing the pressure created by Mc-

perhaps no other feature of the college’s
life. 8o does Dave Ovens combine these
qualitles in himself

His whole life has expressed a philosophy
of making himself useful and in getting
and bestowing a great deal of pleasure out
of it. The gift and the giver are in this
instance exceptionally well met, and Da-
vidson College will be enriched because it
Was §0.

NORTH CAROLINA SPEECHWAYS

OTHER DAY, we were leating back
through Bill Sharpe's delightful litte

own claims to distinction have been given
similarly Annl consideration. Yet by the

‘book Tar On My Heel:

App is the

recommend to all North Carolinlans Iz-
norant or forgetful of this state's fantastic
variety—and we ran across the word
smidglin’,

Now Bill need yield to none in the excel-
Jence of his ear for North Carolina speech-
ways: his wide fame as raconteur stands
guarantee for it. And it is just possible
that, in the case of smidglin’, his typog-
raphers have played him false (as else-
where in the little volume). But if
smidglin’ is the way Bill wrote it, either
he heard it wrong, or he knows some folks
we don't.

‘The way people in our part of the state
say it, it's smidgin. Or smidgen or smid-
geon. We've also heard smifchin—and, of
course, smitch For all of .them, the lex-
feographers—the compilers of Webster's
and the Dictionary of American English
among them—offer authority. 8o, too, does
Mencken, in his American Language. The

int is, Bill, that there's no ! in the word.

ot the way we hear it, anyway.

Mention of Mencken reminds us that
we have long intended to remonstrate
mildly with the sage of Baltimore about
the lick-and-a-promise treatment he
gives North Carolina speech in Supple-
ment Two to his epochal work.

It is of course true that Mencken has
marked out for his linguistic Investiga-
tions such a vast field that treatment of
regional idiosyncracies must inevitably be
superficial. And denizens of other parts
of the country doubtless feel that thelr

From The Wall Street Journal

last great rnervolr of peculiarly American
turns of speéch: and the ancient folk
of Appalachia North Carolina, not to
mention the pocosin and dune dwellers of
the coast, are among the stoutest defend-
ers of the olden ways. They deserve more
space than The American Language gives
them.

Thus Mencken lists lap-baby as North
Carolinian, but not the equaily distinctive
porch-child and yard-baby (two useful
locutions that stud Bil Sharpe's speech).
Nelther he nor our dictionaries include
that colorful adjective antigodlin—which
means sigodlin, wheewhaw, set not true
1o its foundations or to some outside point
of reference. There Is no mention of the
fimswinger (Price Albert) coat that North
Carolina sheriffs once considered de riguer
for hangings. And the list can be extended.

To return to Bill Sharpe, his book, com-
prising the best of his press releases and
pleces during the years he was the state’s
able public relations man. is a veritable
treasure-house of Tarheelisms A polit-
is a cousin. On the
Outer Banks. a mainland highway Is a
v, since the mainland itself
is the country. A shoe-around (noted by
Mencken) is a daree, fatback the men-
haden (as well as pork side meat). And
s0 on

As we hinted at the start, Blll's little
book is worth the attention of all who
haven't read it and the re-perusal of those
who have.

CRIPPLED TRADERS

'HIS week the Supreme Court ruled

that competitors may not agree among
themselves to fix maximum resale prices
of thelr products any more than they can
fix minimum prices.

‘The decision has a double interest. The
first comes from the curious fact that
Beagrams-Distillers Corp.—all this was
back in 1646—was trylng to hold down
the price of its product to the old OPA
Jevel. In those days of shortages (remem-
ber?) retallers could command consider-

able premium; Seagram’s price-fixing
move was at least an attempt to hold con-
sumer prices down, not up. 9

However, we are not likely to quarre!
_with any decision against price-fixing
agreements whatever their intention or

they are trifd by business or by
-uucu-nn government agency. Indeed,
interest in this decision is in
Nm ‘which !bl court uses against

Indiana; and Indiana, like many other
states, makes price-fixing perfectly legal
under certain circumstances. Price-fixing,
moreover, that holds prices up. not down.

Under the so-called fair-trade laws,
which have the sanction of the Federal
Government, manufacturers can estab-
lish minimum resale prices on their prod-
ucts and any retaller who sells below that
price violates the law. This is price-fix-
ing under cover of the law but price-fixing
nonetheless.

Legal price-fixing to hold prices up is
certainly no better than illegal price-fix-
ing to hold prices down. Either, of course,
cripples the freedom of traders, but when
the prices are legally held ‘up the unhap-
piest eripple is the customer.

The Germans continue to vote against
their own rearmament, simply because
their sapheaded conquerors have never
sternly commanded them to bear their
share of the burden—New Orleans (La.)
States.

The Curious Scholar, when the teacher
spoke of false pretenses, wanted to know

what other kind of pretenses there were?— _

llnwywt fTenn.) Times. .

and other isms of a fascistic nature.

Moreover, intervention in Korea put Uncle Sam
in the light’ of double-talker Last January, the
Pentagon's “hemispheric defense plan” was semi-
publicly announced by Mr Dean Acheson. quote:
“Its perimeter runs from the Aleutiars to the Ku-
riles, to Japan. to the Philippines”

June 23, or two days before war started tn
Korea, another Government spokesman. Sen. Con-
nally, said. “We are not interested in Formosa.”
The Tt week of Korean war news revealed, quote:
rmy had ‘Do plans' for a campaign in
Km’n
So, from Jan to June 23, the Pentagon's post-
tion was also the heralded position of the Govern-
ment’s. To put this position in effective words, the
security of our hemisphere would not be threat-
over Kores and
3 is said (and I belleve ity that
position beckmo Known around the world, thus pive
ing the Chinese and Korean Reds the green lignt
r Formosa and S. Kor
It should be remrmmm that it was the Macs
s that
e Pentagon and made Farmoss “vital’  To what?
Nllll{ll ylonmﬂ Formosa is vital to putting Chiang
Kal-shek in Peiping, and restoring feudalist-fascist
If these reactionaries

then for what were they kissing Chiang. on both
cheeks and Mime. Chiang’s hand and refusing to rec-
ognize the Mao regim

There is evidence mn Tur News isell p
fire under this For' iavancer 1t didnt publish
the Archbishop of Centerbury’s statement last Aug-
ust which hit Chiang hard

1 belieye Americans are dying in Korea not to
"stop left-wing tyranny”. as these reactionasies claim,
but because they plotted to restore right-wing
Chiang_tyranny and private enterprise in Chin

h4 eisewhere. Twr Nrws gave much space o
Chiang’s botom pal. Maj Gen. Chennault. and did
him the tremendous favor of not mentioning, in s
“introduction” to his series of arlicles, the fact he
once had in China a gravy train running in the big
thus presenting him with probably “no axe
but with plenty military know-how and
hot for saving freedom

Moreover, it was Km\q war news that pushed

nt page of the local press

Nrws editorially

“deplored” his faker. but gave him the front page

and helped in bulding up the pressure that pushed

1 e immoral w ss of choosing

o & “lttle war” in Korea ta kill vnu pressure, in-
ftead of taking his great troubles to "the people”

It pays off to hold in mind. folks. the fact that
the two politichl &r s who make the most noise
about " saving freedo re the groups who sup-
ported and :h‘\'lﬂ?d before Pearl Harbor. Hitler's
“hew order”. and that their vision was limited to
ing Rusua Nazified, or they couldn't see
what was seen by that m(l\.\p ble man to smash-
ing that Nazi ﬂ' m
Pranklin D. Roos (‘ d Y& his great soul. 1In
his memory it w “A\C b? fatr to acknowledge to our-
selves that some of the “anti-Communists™ are not

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

‘WASHINGTON
NLY a handful know it. but the raging arguments be-
tween President Truman and Sen. Robert A. Taft could

have been avolded

A few weeks after s big election victory in Ohio in
would be
glad to sit down with Mr Truman and talk over the Dmh-

November, Taft sefit word to the White House he

Jems of defense with ihe view to reaching a closes
operation between the Administration
ership.

Senator Tafts po
litical members of tb

Administration team as Undel

retary of Defense Robert Lovett, was that he had not made
on foreign policy and wanted to hear all

up his min

sides. In fact, friends of Taft said that he w

to sttain the statu:

that he w

shown 1t was against our best interests
Thi

as reported to President Truman by Secretary
Oeor®®  Geticiency appropriation.

of State Dean Acheso ry of Defense
Marshall. They urwnuy feit the sen-wr should
vited to the White House

The White House stalf, however,

partisan xer-lcn policy.
Prestden|

his office, take down his hair and say we're

)lmol;l the world. We need your help!” But n& was talked

Nrtmm'uumunnmd’hnnw
Republican conference

Mmm‘mw'w-

and the GOP esd

on. s expressed by such nonpo-

Andenvers, Dept_budget
willing to drop isolationism if he could be

who has always had a sneaking ad-
miration”for ‘nn listened to the arguments. At one moment
he was inclined to throw caution to the vtnd call Taft to

take the

We Need A New Vision
CAMPOBELLO. 8. C.
Editors, Tuz News:
“IB-L Christmas and the New Year has come
and gone! As I see it they were each one
great and good days. The friendship and fellowship
with all our friends and people that I came in cone-
tact was of the highest order

The Christmas music was indeed up to the
standard. except "White Christmas™, the chorus on

t was not what it has been in former years: I am
wondering why?

Since this has all come and gone. it is now time
for New Year Resolves. Many people do not believe
n lhls I do. 1 have made two New Year Resolves,
and if 1 kee
oo, um will be better than making none at all

strenuous wnd perilous Umes vow
il P g considered by many
B D TS o ad hethar v not. that s trus,
1 would like to otfer one mggestion. not 1o our Young
people alone. as many would say but to all of us,
Poung and old ke,

The thing we need most now in these “shaky”
days l\ a vision to do, and to be worth more to our

our pegple and to our God ls & Vision that
o o it nav

The next thing no
need 0 change our way of living. We are not stll  sage to
long enough. we are on the go too much. There is
not very much good literature being read now by
y one of us How many of us read all the good”
‘editorials” in our newspapers? Very few How many
of us are now reading Shapespeare. Tennyson, or
Bryant. 1 cannot say, but I am fearful there
100 few of us doing this. We need ta read good i

program.

Besides,

w s how can we get this? We

mestic pt

—KINSEY 0. HUSKEY.

Tar Heels For Freedom Gor s
® CHARLOTTE
Editofs, Twz Nrws:
E present furor over the stars representing North
Carolina and Rhode lsland brings to mind a mis-
statement by Walter Winchell in his column several

he opposite direction — to
mobilized force apart

a
But it is in the inter-relationship
between men in uniform

Fair-Deal Program Given
Soft Pedal By President

only one of these and break over with Pmmm TRUMAN s soft-
pedaling his “Pair Deal” pro-
gram for 1951
He needs all the support he

is split wide open on that.
a large part of Con-
gress' energy this year is going to
needed for international deal-

ings and defense
In his State u( the Union mes-
Truman

seemed very Caretal not to anger
anyone very much about his do-

The whole tone of what he uld Last year Mr. Truma

Union speech in other years.

His manite Democrats  in
Congress are outnumbered by the
Republicans and Southern Demo-
time they team up.
GOP HURDLE

The Republicans are his bigges!
hurdle on foreign affairs. He'u
need to woo the Southerners, or at  gress
least not p from

We should all do less carping and
try to put both more understanding
and more effort into_the struggle
1o hold the line against Soviet im-
perialism.

By JAMES MARLOW - .

A promise to wipe it out was
one of the main points in Mr. Tru-
mans campaign for the presi-
1948, Ever since he has
foreign "
already in his State of tiré
Union message he called T-H a
“punitive” labor law and called
on Congress to repeal it. Congress
didn’t.

This time Mr. Truman said sc-
tion s needed to improve '
labor laws to help provide stable
labor-management relations ahd
to make sure that we have steady
production in this emergency.”

n  asked

on domestic affairs was far Congress to improve Social Securijy
Te  aggressive than his State of nu benefita. cmrm- {
This . Truman seemed fo

be saying, though 1t wasnt clear,
that old ge pensions should be iz
proved furthe
OBLIQUE REFERENCE

This, was handled oblique-
1y, But if Mr, Traman was asking
for higher old age pensions, Cope

them away

months back. I was tempted to write him for a cor- He infurlated them a compulsory health insurance

rection but realized one has two strikes salled even years when he pm“ed !nr hi.l ram, this time he merely said:

before he engages a syndicated columnist in & con~ ol rights program: an anti-  “We still need to provide insur-

troversy. Iynching law. abolition of the poll against loss of
Winchell's statement was that the reason tax, and & Fair Employment Prac- through sickness, and against the

freedom of religion was guaranteed by the/Constitu-  tices Commission (FEPC). high costs 1 care.

tion was to protect Catholics because so many Ta i State of the Union mes- *  Previ Mr. Truman had

fought in the Continental armies.
‘With all respect to our Catholic brethren this was
not so. Baptist Roger William

h-and-state combinations abroad. and they

wanted no more of those systems. North Carolina

and Rhode Island. although leaders In the Independ-
used

n for everyone—
made.

testant, Catholic. and
uurd for separation of cnurcn .na State.
this way could
guardnteeing this freedom North Carolina and
Island almost lost their stars in Wi ¥
—WILLIAM M. IIDOKL

Only

l\xlluu with the Administration. And. In his foreign policy
h last week. he accused the Prwdcm of violating the
Conatitution by sending troops to Korea.

King Of The Justice Dept.
stiver-maned Sen. Pat Me.
tyrant in the Senate. and he

dumtounded visitor, McCarran
telephoned Dc;uu Attorney General Peyton Ford and
gave him a humillating tongue-lashing

Hello. Ford, What about that young mUm\ 1 referred
to you for a job?" demanded the

Ford mumbled an expl -n

rsec-

ova
n lbeul the tight Justice

“That's no excuse,” snorted McCarran who. as chlur;

ittee, has almost lft-

Ford knew the answer to that
question. For McCaeran is also chairman of the sppropria-
tions gubcommittee that holds the Justice Dept’s purse

eekly, Ford promised an opening for McCarran’s friend
In anoiner two manths
“Two months from now snapped McCarran,
his siver hair bristing Tren' u hl\lmly ordered: “Ford,
puthm:anlhtlmlollhem

B3 Tacs better, Peyion.”
make. that a deal. Say aonm!bnn o

“All right .. . Cross my heart" mmmnm
No. 2 man in the Justice Dept. S

fhe Wh gn‘uﬂ"}: on ke's Advice

ulmmwtlwmm-m-u.onm
told vigorously rebuked the pessimistic forecasts that the
Western world would fall to Communism. .. T2

sage last year Mr.
I again urge the Congress to e
act the Civil Righta proposals

“civil  rights”
speech. He made oblique reference
to the subject in a single sen-
ratify the Constitution tence: “We
rights and equal opportunities to
Tnis  all our_citizens
The Taft-Hartley labor law, ever ~ That phrase
men have complete freedom. and by  since the

humn; it wide open.

asked Congress to_provide Federal
aid to education. This too had be-
come a sore point.

o This year n. ‘mentioned mn pub-
Ject. by sayin,

be done 1o ald -the states to o e
the most. urgent needs of our ele-

ust assure equal

Republican-controlled  “some= of our plans for
it in 1947, has  being” explained much of the soft-
in Congress, pedal ll;;' Truman put on his

Taft's Hot Speech Followed Rebuff

Sitting in the Washington apartment of his good friend,
humorist George E. Allen, Tke listened to predictions that the
British Empire was faliing apart. that the French would
not fight, that the USA was nopelmly divided and without
leadership. and that R—unn would seize Europe before he
could organizé its defense:

P nlly Eisenhower rose and punched out these words:

who has ever lived with our boys in action knows

that we are still the most dynamic nation in the world, But
weve lost faith in ourselves What we need is to prove
ourselves and the world what we can an That way we will
strengthen our Allies and make n by the enemy im=
1 know we can do it

caused Gmr;e Allen to reminisce: “Do you_re-

tle 1 was when you first went to Eng-

Jand 1o star 8 Lecond. front? 1 told you Hitler was gning
anean, knock Russia out u! the war

~Well, you pvt us this same advice then," concluded
Allen, “and you were absolutely right. I'l string slong with
you now, too.”

"Where Do We Get The Money?”
. whip-tongued GOP Cong: essman_Bob (“Where are
retired
terrupted serm on ernmen
Deal loel ;amed m lhe IDP’I‘D! as IM
out with valedictory

vorite s
“A New Yeat's resolution that would do-the country the

“Would be to economize In Government spending, as

you L
“Colleagues, as the New Year begins.
“The best resolution I could oﬂlr‘unmlu-.

. Even Fair
jorful Pennsy}-
on his fa-



