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WIZARDRY ... OR LUCK?

W‘l couldn't prove it, but we suspect
Ll that members of the Republican
Party hierarchy are gnashing their molars
over recent evidences of President Tru-
man’s political skill, or luck, or both.

Whatever you may think about Mr,
Truman as a chief executive (watch your
language, Republicans) in a close political
race he runs strong at the finish, even
though he may have stumbled on the
back-stretch.

The Hepublicans had their ducks in a
neat little row early last Summer. They
were hoping; at best, to take command of
Congress in November; at worst, to trim
the Democratic majorities In the House
and Senate. ey were going to win by
campaign! against “statism”, defieit-
financing, and Administration “softness”
toward Communists and fellow travelers,
And they had plenty of live ammunition.

‘Then came Korea. And with Korea the
Republicans lost two issues, “statism” and
deficit-financing, both of which blew out
the window In the big whirlwind of pre-
paredness activity, But they picked up a
couple of brand new and highly-useful
fssues: (1) U. 8. weakness, shown In
the heart-breaking defeats during the first
few weeks of the Korean war, for which
they could put the finger on a Truman
political henchman, Louis A. Johnson;
(2) Dean Acheson's foreign policy, espe-
clally the abandonment of Chiang Kai-
shek oyer the expressed wishes of the
Republiban's Far Eastern darling, General
Douglas MacArthur. ’

Bo what did Mr. Truman do? Firat of all,
he plotted the removal of Mr. Johnson and
his replacement by a man that most Amer-
dcans respect enormously, General George
Marshall. This was simply the most
dramatic move in a steady building up of
a strong team of leaders to administer our
military, foreign, and domestic mobiliza~
tion policies.

Then came the Inchon landings, and
the Korean War did an abrupt about-

face. Defeat swiftly turned into victory, a

brilliant and ‘impressive victory. that re-

moved many of the bitter memories of

those first grim weeks.

Meanwhile, the foreign
Acheson began paying rich divi-

dends. At times, It seemed as if he almost

outguessed and outblutfed Malik and
Vishinsky. Time and time, the American
position was upheld by thumping major-
ities. With his left hand, Acheson began
1o- pump some real life into the Iatent
Western Europe defense program and the
somnolent Atlantic Alllance. With his
right hand, he steered through the Gen-
eral Assembly a resolution authorizing the
crossing of the 38th Parallel and setting
Up & postwar plan for Korea. He started
another proposal on,Its way—to by-pass
the veto-bound Blcum.y Council by
strengthening the powers of the General

ly.

Mr. Truman took over from there. He
announced he would fly to the Pacific to
confer with General MacArthur. That was
like snatebing the candy from the mouths
of the Republicans. We can already see
the that will come from that
meeting, see the pictures of Truman and
MacArthur lolling on the fantall of the
Big Ship Mo’ exchanging views.

And after tucking MacArthur under his
wing, Mr. Truman will go before the
United Nations General Assembly on Oct.
24 for a major forelgn policy address. He'll
::.gu to be pocketing that organization,

Of course, none of this Is “political” in
the ordinary sense. But it will certainly
have Its political effects on the November
balloting, by labeling the Democratic Party
as the party and robbing the
Republicans of the only lssues left to them,

Mr. Tru d we say It
Is either the luckiest politiclan in the
world, or he's the most skiliful. Perhaps
he's both.

WHAT WILL THE AUDITORIUM COST?

annto spoken our plece on the
Auditorium-Coliseum bond issue (we're
for It, you know), Tue News had
to Jet the matter drop. But another
question has come up that ought to be
straightened out.
Various rumors have been circulating
around the town to the effect that the
$3000000 bond issue will cause a huge
jump In the City's tax rate. One estimate
-t ' =% high as 50 cents on the $100
valuation,
- .. iltely, the figures have been pre-
by an absolutely reliable source—
the North Carolina Local

issues.
A tentative retirement schedule for the
$3000000 In bonds, figured at 2 per cent
interest, over a period of 39 years. The first
payment would be made in 1953, the last
in 1990
The Commission figures that the total
interest charges over the 39-year period
would be $1483,100. That, plus the prin-
cipal, would mean the total repayment
of $4.463,100.
Based on the current City tax evalua-

tion of $200,000000. and a 99 per cent
collection expectancy rate, It will require
An average Increase of 591 cents on the
$100 valuation over the whole retirement
perfod. That would cost the man who
OWns & home assessed at $5,000 value the
sum of $2.95 a year.
But even that figure 15 not as low as
It should be. It assumes that Charlotte's
valuation will remain at $200,000,000.
If one takes into consideration the steady
and.rapid increase in the City's total tax
valuation, the rate increase will become
much smaller than the 591 cents average.
And when all the unlisted property goes
on the ks aftsr the current property
revaluatifn, it will become smaller sl
Furthermore, any revenue over - and
above the operating cost of the Audi-
torlum-Coliseum will be applied to the
bond repayment fund, reducing its impact
urther.

on the tix rate still f

It will require an increase in the tax rate
fo retire the bonds. to be sure. But the
increase will be modest indeed. nothing
like some of the wild and inaccurate
rumors you may have heard.

AN INVESTMENT THAT WILL PAY OFF

and the fact.that it has quarters rise-
where, may cause a alight delay under
certain  circumstances.
mmmthwmyr‘--
vrnllndlcwlnmlntmmwbm‘l
mind, the Fire Department is aiso the

to find out that the Department doesn't agency 1o be called in drowning cases
hnnm.lnwnn.lnoehnylm M:un-nv-:nnorumauh'
e Ty 1 fuh o6 seetil -t est- .., L L MERTEC 1 onon i
Ing firemen overcome by smoke as they u-&.m'-um-r—m?;x
are in reviving nearly-drowned persons. for each of the sedans used by Pire Depart-
Of course, the Department has had the ment heads. The instruments cost less than
use of the two resuscitators owned by 3300 aplece. Piaced in the trunk compari-
the Charlotte Life-Saving Crew, an alek ments of these vehicles, they couid be
well-trained .group of who re- available any * in e
spond to every emergency call. But the County area without having 0 maud mus
very nature of the rescue organization, the heavier department equipment
From Asheville Citizen

reported on this page the other day
that the

and reaction. That is the lesson of history,

Britons Balk, Fuss At Idea
Of Re-Armament Sacrifices

By MARQUIS CHILDS *
- LONDON mp‘llhgm.t'l"pﬂ
T the start of the effort to re- . Under ‘expanded arms
Au-mw-n.mluumn it will go 40 approximately
paraliels between the Labor Gov- 10 per cent.
ernment here in London and the . Labor Cabinet members talk
Truman Administration in Wash-  hopefully ‘expanding
ington. They are both govern- within their planned ecomomy in
ments with reluctant and ‘uncer- such & way that their welfare
tain support, stuck on a kind of muu:ymm Dursed. Bet
dead center of political and privately they ‘are not
o especially as the world prices
election in Of such essential commodities as

considerabl
time for & showdown with
Tories.

The fear is that six months
IrSM oW the Conservatives can
win. The rearmament program will
have forced prices up. Some of the
hated economic controls may have
to be restored and the Labor
utopia postponed for an indefinite

riod,
That is why many Laborites
make & wry face over the re-
program. They are
the dose, but with a
grim sort of -feluctance.

have just begun to get at least
nearer a balance and then along
comes this bloody armament busi-

The complaints from the Con-
servative side sound like those that
come

3 ing to American
6.8 per cent of Britain's

§ross  national production
has gone in the past two years
for defense. The British them-

spen
estimates,
total

unism at_home

m of economié
forw:

Thus progra
and social change goes

Some timid Laborites in the House ,
of

they cast
pply the alim majority of six out
608 votes cast.

he Labor Party conference just

up by the rank and file made plain
the smoulde: ts, pra-
ticularly on various phases of for-
eign policy. But the party machine
rolied over them.

Porelgn Minister Ernest Bevin,
Just back from New York, is a pow-
erful persuader. And he had some

do,

persuading. to do.

In one wing of the party thers
is resentment over what is sald to
have been “dictation” by Secre-
tary of State Acheson on German
policy. According to this view,
Acheson forced Bevin to agree in
principle to the formation of Ger-
man military units of division
strength. Among some who hold
influential positions in the Labor
Government the fear of Germany
is as great as it is in Prance.,

Kremlin Blundered In Korea;
But America Must Stay Alert

By JOSEPH ALSOP

TOKYO

MERICAN forces haye now
crossed the 38th Parallel, and
unless the enemy recelves power-
ful external aid, the Korean war
has entered its last phase. This
fact, long forecast in this

space, gives an entirely new look

by the

Chinese armiss on the Yalu River

on D-day plus one after the In-
chon landing.

Stalin Lok neither of these ob-

retnforced t -
ments plus the skeleton of an
American di . the
with flesh put on it by
ated South infantry. But
with the enter-

effect on our allies and potential
allies of the discovery that thers
is an element of “bogeyman® in
the remorseless Soviet power which
has 30 terrified them all.

On the other hand, and even

re important, is the effect on
our own estimate of the Kremlin's
capabilities. As for the Kremlin's
intentions, these were all too clear-
ly revealed by the
the

naked aggressic

Korean attack. That showed

what the Kremlin would do if it

could, In a very helpful mind-

clearing way.

There can no longer be any doubt

at al the Kremlin
war on the

re

1l that
the North Koreans into
assumption

and the

rearm
chance for
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‘You Could Visit One Of

Collected By Bill Sharpe

TURPENTINE

Things Are Better
(Camden Chronicle)

Life gets easier, With many of the new cars now
there is nothing left for the'left foot to do except
blink the lights, nor for the right hand to do after
you finish the courting age. &

Need Any Possum?

(Sandhill Citizen)

We guess it's so, for Earl Preeman elling 1t
and Earl is a truthful man. With a straight face
told us that Matt Matthews

Speaking Of 6pinions

(Asheville Cltisen)

2
5

gef 1
ait &

{1

Pt
EEE

;

!
]
i

g:
-1

batr,

The Generals In Siberia’

DRIPPINGS

You Has Too
(Mt Olive Tribune)

Maybe the old colored woman had something
‘when she said:

“Lawd, honey chile, when yo' ain't got no educa=
tion yo' jus' got to use your brain."

Wholesale Hand-Outs
(State Magasine)

According to an Assoclated Press news story:
In the

rapidly. The reasons are the gro -
tion of elderly persons trend for States
to pay U
‘Which s probably true, but ws believe there's alio
to be ‘peaple tock care of thetr
relatives, but should they put out money
purpose Govemnment is ready to do
the job for them? £ .
Minister’s Spirits

A local man was preparing an almansc for the
coming year and was having someone else write down
;:“:;m . His scribe asked him whet

" was 3

Mm-xm-u-xnnum

List Of Mafia Leaders Shows Its Grip

(Rattor's Noto—This la the second column-in Drew in Atiantic City, where they allotted terri 3ge Profacl of New York snd New Jorses—Born in Tialy
b X .u".—_:‘—n: w-nuumm through the  sesied in Cleveland on Dec. 6 1038, 10 o Taid o a hetel
— Bieck Wnad: stclely Tru-Mint Novelty Co. in New Yotk My, then crganised room where the Mafa grand council was reporiedly meeting.
o bon e mm-ﬂmm:-:m-u rnmmunymnh:m:umuu.zhl-—
-Americans have been sble to the alliance X
H  tminaie the Sie crime rackets of the nation. spreadiog  agents for King's Ransom Scolch whisky with: oyaities Mia Tmporting Co. in Brookiyn, which packs olive ol and
murder and political corruption 4n their wake, is one of the d”'- per month. % e Yo Jobs canned tomatoes. police record
least-known stories of . the USA. Adenls (real mame Jessph A. Debo) Chonm-.
story may never be told. For it 1s locked  and New Jersey—Adonis also grew up in the bootlegging Willie Moretdi of New York City and Hasbrouck Heights,
-numm ‘—mhﬂl:ﬂltodhnﬂﬂ’m M.wmmdmmm N. J~A close associate of Prankie Costelio, who is the god-
talk, and whose campaign contributions fo big politiclans after the murder of Punkle Usle was o golfing Partoer oo ‘orettis children; is now part of the ruling mob
i e St . o e e e 1o S A -l TPl o o b, 5 N e 4 pped o B, e 3 vt
s the w0 far, who had the —
beard criminals. Adonis moved into the wholesale liquor business, is how active from 1913 and includes arrest for robbery, carrying
ufi‘nﬂ‘-‘uuﬂdmmmw m&"““"‘“’mm“ _—u-—kwmw.m-m
‘published. important insight futd the power and rami- tions,
fications of the Mafia. The roll call begins in New York e B e ) i Mike Limandri of New York City and California—Has i
SUp Wil Prackls Oustelio, the men Tt carTitd & Selnas - e e e e e nt  periant Mafia tits both I Jirw Yock art um e Vet Goasn,
a Kk Taand on the morning bis chief, Lacky Lucianc, wes  Worked kndar hm in Beooklyn, shared Adonis’ inheritanes ind the Narcotcs Bursen has been aier i ap ender of
i Tiat Costilie Dad Shiagh Pover With' /Seakle thie It Mok, ORCAT TEAEAl Ry i et e v o Mouiee to 1he Thives Mot
the ‘Paderal Government 5o (hat, heand he. Bione—vent . Tt e e B Tou"i  Bernanding, i Cioss 1o the Mafia boss v the Weat oast.
to Ella Tiand 10 se Licitno off. Newipspermen seeking * 0ot o fugitive 0n  murder charge. has beem arrested for Becnariv e tiow o Whe Mafle how on the West Coust
o crom e the ferry'to the siand with Oostello were barred. Srund lareny, carrying weagons he was arrested in connection with shipment of morphine and
Early in e e T e e O O e osowan ot Now Yerk and New Jursep—Genoress COUMSriull . money  through 1he muil Mo wesarvecd
underworld boss Armold Rothstein, whose records show a loan Vite Gemevess of New He gained notoriety helping  SEain in 1939 by the Alcohol Tax Unit for operating a #till
o £21.00 to Costelo in 1428 Costeilo s Known to have shared  ¥is Lucky Lucianc's yunman. e gained notoriey belpimg 36w In 103 by the Alcohol Tax Dok, for
quartérs with Tammany Hall Politician Jimmy at the Luciano terrorize tributes from oo Al Kastel—Befors the Pirst World War, “Dandy Phi®
T Chotet S T D. from New York to New Jersey and now is an tmportant cof i Ko y h a
Rooseveit. in the Jersey Mafia. His criminal Listory dates back 10  Kastel Dight-club operator In Montreal. Migrating
181, vhen be was arrwied in New Yort Ol for pommmsng  New York CUy dwing Warld Wr 1. be became 8 badeer-
Underworld Peacemaker e as Been Arestod 10 CarTying o Chaviaing Teepon I0. of Arsaid Rothotctn eace served s Semmne e ey
was also, who made peace in the mmmmmmq ::.h’ull--ﬂ:--l-uhw-m
After the “roaring ‘twenties.” He laid $25000 of larceny and first-degree murder. Miraculously, however, with Prankie Oostello in various enterprises. Though
own money to call o b ot st e wes he murder charge, Bot » Sicilian, Kastel has been adopted by the Mafla.
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