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 CHARLOTTE'S SCHOOL

grim facts of Charlotte’s achool
crisis, related in Mr, Fesperman's two-
part series In Tws Nsws, speak for them-
selves and do not need - here,
‘There is bitter irony in the apparent in-
abllity of the rich, prosperous Queen City
o provide its children with the classroom
space and everyday working materials of
modern education; irony tinged only by
the realization that it is a nation-wide
problem, in rural and urban areas alike,

It is easy to understand why the schools
are jammed:

1. Normal construction work was at &
standstill during the war years, and.we wers
lefs with & blg backlog of needed construc-

? R

Jevi
3. Charlotte has drawn many hundreds of
Dew families from other areas.

If this were the peak year of school
enroliment,*it might be possible to devise
temporary expedients to tide us over. It
80 happens that the “wave of bables” which
hit the fizst grades this year is merely the
forerunner of a series of such waves, each
larger than the one befors 1t, as far as we

eold. But when translated into teeming
schelons of little childres, moving on our
school bulldings with the expectation of
getting there the education which s thelr

due, only to find themselves jammed Into -

auditoriums, onto stages, into teachers’ rest
lounges, without blackboards, without
enough room even to spread their sheets
of drawing paper, unable to do calisthenics
because of contact with the next child's
elbows, the figures are warmer , . . and
more distressing.
..
UR school officlals hl" not\l:em idle.
They have sought out the best brains
in the business to help Yhem keep track of
“the perplexing shifts residential area
population and to design new bulldings so
they may be enlarged at a reasonable cost
83 the need arises. And they are bullding~
< Dow, just as fast as avallable funds will
permit, -

Nor have the people of Charlotte been
tight-fisted. The last bond lssue for school
comstruction—in the gamount of $6,000,000
~passed overwhelmingly. If the people
‘were asked to vote more money for schools

, they would undoubtedly do 0.

But there is a Joker. Under North Caro-
Una law, the County Government is the
achool bullding agency. At present, Meck-
Jenburg’s bonded indebtedness totals $8,-
446,750. The constitutional limit on borrow~
ing—8 per cent of the assessed property
valuation — 1s $11,985,093. That means
Mecklenburg County could vote an.addi-
tional $3,538,343 for schools, If it wished to

—~

PROBLE,
ute limit and have no reserve

push the
ity for unpredictable emer-
gency community needs. But that amount
would scarcely relleve the situation.in the
city of Charlotte alone, where achool needs
are conservatively estimated at more than
$8,000,000, not to mention the mm:pond-
ing need In the county area.
DR
rIm problem, then, ls how to get more
money for schools. There are three
possible ways:
" 1. A greatly expanded pay-as-you-go
plan for school capital outlay, w! would
have to provide some $750,000 to u,ooo,ooo
& year for several years to make muth -
progress against the tides of "postwar
babies. But such a program would require
sharp Increases in the county's tax fate, an
irritation to taxpayers perhaps, but cheap-
er in the long run than paying principal
and interest on bonds.

2. If the County Commissioners would
assume responsibllity for some $660,000 in
old Charlotte school district bonds (as
most other N, C. countles did when they
became

‘®apacity would immediately jump from §
per cent of its assessed valuation, the pres-
ent figure, to § per cent. By taking advan-
tage of this quirk in the law, the County's
borrowing capacity woul

‘Peopl& Platform

Increase from $11,985,093 to $19,176,150. The
City and County Governments have been
#quabbling over these old bonds for several
years; a settlement now would give us just
about enough borrowing capacity to com-
plete our school bullding program.

3. The third: alternative is a general re-
valuation of all property in Mecklenburg
County, It is estimated that the hssessed
valuation of $239,701,875 is not more than
one-fourth the real property value on to-
day's markets. If the County Board would
order a revaluation, as urged repeatedly by

Caldwell the
more realistic valuation would automati-
cally boost our borrowing capacity.

UR children need more classroom
space, and need it urgently. We must
not fall them.

This is no time to look to Raleigh or
stretch out our hands toward Washington;
1t is & time to get busy right here In Char-
lotte and find a way to solve a problem
which, if unsolved, will mean that virtually
& whole generation of children will be
condemned to substandard school facilities
and equipment during thelr entire public
school career.

That cost, to our community and our na-
tion, can not be measured in the dollars
and cents that the school buildings will
cost.

THE MINTON APPOINTMENT

E BHERMAN MINTON, newest Su-
preme Court ‘appointee, 1s & cut above
Justice Tom Clark in one respect at least—
he has the benefit of several years’ experi-
ence on the Circuit Court bench during
which he must have absorbed some degree
of judftial wisdom and dignity,
. Otherwise, Minton's chief tlaim to fame
Tests on his rootin'-tootin'. 200 per cent
New Deallsm as & U. 8. Senator and as
chief drum beater for Paul V. McNutt's ill-
fated 1940 drive for the Presidency.

Minton went to the Senate in 1934 with
the ssistance pt crusty old Benator Van
Nuy of Ind{ana. It didn't take him long to
become one of the loudest and.most irritat-
ing of the New Dealers in t august as-
sembly. By the time President Roosevelt
got around to-his Supreme Court-packing
scheme in 1037, Minton was right there to
lead the fight.

Unruffied by the miserable fallure of
that gbortive undertaking, he began
pounding the tom-tom for Mr. McNutt who
had left a potent machin€ in Indiana while -

~he went to bask In the Philippine sunshine,
In October, 1937, when Roosevelt was on
one of his rare “economy” drives, Senator
Minton paid him a visit, Questioned by re-
porters later, he answered, in lyplcu fashe

ton:
“I asked for a hell of a lot 6f PWA money
and didn't get & dime.”
But he kept doing yeoman's service for
FDR. In 1038, when the President’s famed

Reorganization Blll was bogging down,

IN DEFENSE OF PIGDOM

ORTH CAROLINA'S pigs, we take it,
will squeal with delight that a State
College professor has risen to their defense.
Pigs, says Dr. H. A. Stewart, are neither
dirty by cholce nor gluttonous by nature.
It's all Man's fault, and we ought to be
ashamed of ourselves for spreading such
viclous slander.

The trouble is that the average pig never
gets a chapce to show just how clean and
dainty he really is.

In the first place, pigs suffer from heat
because (1) they lack sweat glands, and
(2) there is a thick layer of fat directly un-
derneath their. tough skin. Give them =
«clean water hole or a cool, fresh brook and
they'll do their bathing there. But If there's
nothing but an old mud puddle around,
they’ll splash around in it—to cool off,
mind you, not to deliberately get dirty, -

And they're not gluttons, even If they
@o appear so when they rush the trough

Minton hurriedly convened his Lobby In-
vestigating Committee for its first meeting
since he had Inherited the chairmanship,
produced several dublous witnesses who
‘revealed” the tactics of those fighting re-

and then the

hearl, 3

Bubsequently, incensed at newspaper
criticism of his antics, he took to balting
the press. First he Introduced-a bill making
1t'a felony to publish a “known untruth”,
whatever that is. Then he tried to muzzle
& Midwest farm publication, “Rural Prog-
ress”, by getting its malling privileges tak-
en away. The magazine had been & con-
stant critlc of the New Deal.

Majority Leader Barkley recognized Min-
ton’s qualities as a New Deal lackey and
named him to the Senate steering commit-
tee In 1939. But the.cards were falling
wrong, and Minton was defeated for re-
election In 1940.

The Champ took care of him, appointing
him. as one of the $10,000-a-year White
House assistants in January, 1941, and fi-
nally, in the Spring of 1941, naming him to
the Seventh Circult Court of Appeals where
he has drawn = $12,500 salary and served
without particular distinction.

Bome of us are nalve enough to believe
Bupreme Court should be staffed with
greatest men In the legal profession.
lul apparently the President doesn't feel
uuhuy,ud about all we can do is hope

that the Court will not suffer too much
from the-Clark-Minton appointments.

and gulp down what's there to the tune of
grunts and oinks and wheezes. The reason
they act like that is that the average farm-
er doesn’t feed them enough, and they're
always ravenously hungry.

Ordinarily we would file away such in-
formation alongside the mating habits
the bandtall pigeon and the migratory
rofites of the North American egret. But
this thing 1s too far-reaching.

How, pray, Is the mother going to scold
her youngsters when they come In “dirty
as hogs” and “eat like pigs” at the supper
table. How, Indeed?

The reason the old mother

MONROK
Editors, Tha News:
ANY citizens In Monroe were shocked at the
words of Mayor J. Ray Shute on Sepl. 12 in his
radio appeal for legalized beer and wine in the
election 10 be held on_Sept. 24.

The Allied Church League, composed of ministers
and other Christian leaders opposed to legalizing
alcohollc beverages, was attacked by Mayor Shute
and likened unto “the horcible witch-bumers of New
England, the bloody inquisitors of Europe, and the

es who held mastery over
uage In an enlightened age!
comparisons_ are llogical, untrue,  and. vie-
triolic — even gru

Mayor Shute dictated to the cltizens of Monroe,
like the learned mediaeval priests he accused of
domination, by telling them that -t s the duty of
every Christlan man and woman in Monroe to go to
the polls and condemn these modern Inquisitors and
witchburners (the Allied Church League) who would
enslave the minds and lives of free men all over
again®.

In other words, Mayor Shute {ells the voters of
Monroe that they must vote for legalized beer and
wine and thus condemn the Allied Church Leagus,
Tt ix stron drink. whose legnl sale Mavor Shute
advocates, that enslaves the minds and lives of free
men and shackl he familiex of the victims with
misere. povertv. and crime.

hamnions of human walfara tn Monros

vm-v ontlawed baer and wine in tha recent countv elec.
ton, resviting In grestlv reduced arreste for drunk-
enness. Mav the maforite put human beings above
revenue, selfish interest, personal anpatita and nrofit!
—INFZ FLOW.

Tmfﬁc Hazard

"sditors, Toe New s
PYVHLE cormer. of 9th and Brevard Streets may not be
1 rrt traffic hazard in ‘the City of Char-
Totte. but it s fast becoming the scene of-many auto-
moblle wrecks.* At least once a week and sometimes
tlee, éars coliide on this blind Intersection. and re-
cntly one car lore down 4 fire hydrant, which pot-
dbly cost the City as much to replace as a traffic
Hight mould be to install,
his inter:
anty 1o get. lo the Pirst Ward School —
2, tratic light! T wonder it Mr. Hoose wou
kind s to install one there If he saw this letter

printed ln your newspa)
. —WM. G, ROBBINS.

CHARLOTTE

section — where children cros
should rate

Cardinal Spellman Supported
McCAIN, N, C.
Edltors, Tux NIWI

FOR mily has been readers of
b o ad enoetiont | uwr. will you please print this
ette:

All devout, practicing Catholics thoroughly agree
with Cardinal’ Spe] Lmsel

tages regardless of what race, reli-
ion, or class (.ney are or what type of school they at-
tend/ (Parochial, or Private;

account ol e many requenu to do so, His

Drey Pearson’s
Merrv-Go-Round

outnmtu is rotten in the egg market. And
lating Senator from

the specul Oklahoma, could

Illl & lot about it ’l hc wished, though he probably won't.
imer Thomas to Sen. hﬂbthr:

) is

-missionary)
o e ifoency.  November, he has been

election, the Senator l“ hlck lnw the cotton

be confused with
e

Ralph Moore, was indic!

ted
to Influence the fats and olls market by issuing fake Govern-

didn't have half the trouble keeping up
with her ten children as the modern moth-
er has keéping track of one may be due to”
the fact that the old fashioned kids didn't
have anywhere to go but home. — Pitts-
burg (Tezas) Gazette. | *

_ Editors, The News:

under the lobbying act for trying

Answer To Mayor Shute-

Eminence Prancis Cardinal Spellpan. recently sub-
mitted & statement to Mrs. Roosevelt clearly expiain.
ing the Catholic view in regards to the Barden Bull

These have been his sentiments since before this bill
ress!

was xmmaxed into Cong:

ent statement is not the result of
Clrulnll swumm- changing his ideals, but rather
because these have always been his ideals! Also
his recent visit to . Roosevelt was
result of his changing his ideals; but rather be-
cause one should hate the sin but not the sinner!

Both his talk at Fordham University apd his
letter to Mrs. Roosevelt did not contain any strong
language; furthermore he has not called elther
Mrs, velt or Mr. Barden any .names! He. has
merely stated s few facts! Difference in religion
has nothing whatever to do with Cardinal Spell~
man’s action toward Mrs. Roosevelt and Mr. Bard

Many persons have forgotten that Christ, Him-
self, was always rebuking the Pharisees, who were
the politictans of that day! Like Christ, the only
motive that Cardinal Speliman has for all his. ac-
tlons 1s love of God and man! He has not for-
gotten the words: “Sutfer the liitle. ones to. come

nal Spellman would stake everything
zludm( his reputation and liberty) for = o
S8 MARY I WILL]

(in-
dxenl

Cruelty To The GOP i .
CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue News:
Nm’ZD your editorial on the Republican victory
in the congressional district in Pennsylvania. For
the past 17 yea W, /American volers with a cruel
sadistic punish-
] raise
the Delnl where_the old Republicans
o see out of their old rheumy_eyes, and
then just aseregularly they dash their s to the
ground when the real test comes every f¢ years,
Republican President is still a loﬂ‘ way OH.
That will come only after the Republicans
claim Pranklin D. Roosevelt as one of their nwn.
It does not I-lkt too much imagination to project
your thoughts to.the dim flllurl" “hln they hola
thelr annual “R’Duhlltln FDR Dinng

—'-.L LINDSEY.
Note Of Appreciation
CHARLOTTE

HAlea & number of friends in Anson County,
x desire to uunu to you my personal thanks Tor

Fageant:” since Mecklenburt County was originally
,part of Anson, It sppears qulte spproprate for this
cooperation on your part to be

25 DicksoN.

The People's” Platform fs tlmlllabll to any

reader who cares to mount it.

anylhlnv goes. t ich letter must be signed. —
KEditors, Tue News.

ily and the Chrysler Motor

Ten Carloads Of Eggs

not the

uwu
© Waitt gets the bounce

the Perguson fam|
Confronted with IMJ letter, the Senator YNEI M

even walting for the
market last

surprising
egga, publicly eamvmnzd about the price of eggs,
ure Depts egg-price-support pro-
Committee met.

NOW every housewife would like to see the pl‘ll:l of eggs

D

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

Taft And E'senhower

ASHINGTON . only other alternative is the oute
EN. ROBERT A. TAFTs first And-out tionst, Tafk
speeches indicate a vital ‘There is no need to on
fact. Taft evidently believes Shat an  the depth and  strength o\ Gen.
(. ‘s belief in the eNtical .-
is the best way to make his crucial ~importance of ]
fight for re-e e p.
This is not only the appeal he will And his record is sware that|\he
make to the Ohlo voters. It val
also the appeal by which he hopes  Will doom the cause of freedom
to win the Republican Presidential the
nomination two years after the  Of late, moreover. Fisenhower
©Ohlo voting. of increasing po-
Obviously, If Taft is victorious nuwmm—gmuumm
next year, the slready strong iso- 0d in the ! with which | |
Iationist - tendency of the  right he has been fallowiog the mavcy

irectors are strongly blican.
the race against Taft,
his live-

e narrowest isolationist doctrine,
all over Ohio, LIMaln was Inclined
agi elding e pressure on

i Into the
'nunnv- oodbetmcuneoln
wil

some sort of _internat

lmp!u even beluu XH! But 'hn(-
ther ensue, &
w

MORE RECEPTIVE
To ut it bluntly, those who
know convinced  that
Dwight w.ho Il be in-
finitely mors m:e-pdve to the Re-
publican nomination if the party's

Robert C. Ruark

Standurd Procedure

BUPPOSE this could b! ulled

GI thinking, and perhaps it ll.

bul I do not see how the Army ca
hope to bul

mical
lul c.u.m manipulating eiticial

t benefit of :ourt -martial,
into retire-

of This says
Waitt is mnu.y of something serious
:‘T.ou;h to stand a court-} for

nice, {nspirational
lu(ur:h for all the’ Khabl

Gen. Wllu leaves the m'lcl
dllcnu but n is disgrace

time income of $8,000-plus,’ and nvo
-m rlil get You ten that the physical

him on dlnhmly.

uwnby saving him some tax uun
That is the oldest of Army dodges
in' reliring the upper-bracket fifer
horses. They

he Army they
of hitting the enjisted
Yith courts for such amall offenses
mislaying a bera .
sl ‘apticle of GI [elr. and If you
are caught smudging up the records
plant you unaer Ft. Knox
with the Bold, foreve
o\ dre an offlcer they can al-
ware hodt you with conduct un-
becoming an officer and a gentle-
the

Waltts sin was ‘o exemplary of
sald conduet,
me that any of-

ficer of 1 '(l(hly ok who heads &
vital department, such as the Chem-
“ieal who gets blm.ﬂl
caught writing mn ‘memorands

Sen.‘Thomos'Takes Interest In Eggs =

‘WASHINGTON
Elmer

promptly dr investigation of the Senator from

m-.w:" Dyhucnuumhuuldmu

Eighteen months have passed, and Sen. Thomas is now OPerative,

up to his old tricks. Since the Democratic victory last Cullum had 80 heckled the
n-lueﬂuaumun of the power- Phone

muhnan dcnlnp- s

*+ with mo;

‘

lnvntlnlhn mmmnuuumwphnmm—-. | £
in listing them he scrupulously a 3

Auk\l.ltunml:cﬁ.pau try chief, because

committee,
“T'm one of those who don't get pald,” Cullum retorted.
“Do you work for the Agriculture
represent Sea. Thomas personaily,
Cullum also wrote, both

Sen. Thomas, asking ‘al
mHodunmnunyunnmdem.mlth

situation. And it is not insignifi- |
untml(lnmberdm'-u
men who financed the Willkie and
De'ty for the Republi.
mn on, in 1940 and 1948, ‘
|
|

are to be
for A" eftort or ‘Fusenbower,

Now, however, t.hen s no

Jeaving his- presens g
‘ great position
lﬂ try for th Pmldza: Equally,
altfiough’ Thomas E. Dewey may

not exaggerating to
the muorul future may hang
the outcome.

A

kmalling candidates for bh Job,  ©
.mr he turns In praiseful fi
reports, 18 sure m ornament

a banana re
duplldly af the lowes
coniing to a suj 1

to.

man with two sazs on N-
uhaumm-naw in the

business might be expecicd to ack
‘more integrity than a drafted
buck private or a commissary clerk
attempting to hide the” embezzie~
ment of lunch money.

1o
::,lfd reputation, which is
I do not know, fi

t 1 e

Erest enough o gel him, canned,
der cuphemism of retire-
m#ﬂl‘ unen It was great w

court

in the last batch of draftees.

‘Committee?™

," Cullum declared.
under his own name and thst
bout and the ‘egg pro-

carloads of egy futures. ‘

Threatens Job .

down. But what every housewife doﬂ not have is
£ ten Tailroad carloads of egga. And what vers pie 1n Fm'u;“h}:,mumm  Doaductiod snd merkap-
There Is nothing illegal adout a Senator speculating on the. ""‘“"I',-’ 5““":"‘" w Was that Thomas' intimate ed an’ insulting, let that Trigg didnt - .
the commodity market — though his e are jomething  DYke Cullum, had Just purchased ten frelght wl"“ erstand _eggs, snd- fhat perhaps @ special ng ) |
elsk again. However, it u-h:m unbelievable that » Senstor e (oerstor, b, was Ll intaeeiad secretary a e Trigg of his |
mmee Id use his prestige and high office In influence’ And Dyke Cullum is lh‘ man WM. ‘Thomas admits, has Again Cullum did not reveal that having purchased -I
prices on the enmmodymu’n at the same time he is handled a trading sccount for carloads of eggs, he was a highly party.
speculating. ‘The ten carloads of eggs were purchased in Chicago under
d Thomas Swings We.gM the name of: the National Commodity Corp. Cullum snd his
Ferg Is Outbluffed EE Senstor Okishoma has been qulte bruzen in mm%%mmmmumm.:‘y
Sen. Homer 'erlu::‘n‘ of Michigan, then ml'.:‘dir:l'_hmm Cullum's attempt to Mnﬂ' interviewed by this column, stated that Cullum was quite
chairman of & Benate investigating sub-committee, was e y was one letter written to - i s s
authorized to the operations of his :»u«m grom _ culture Dept. with Thomas' name signed to It [eparding the fres n natog’ Sen. Thomas' name A with the
oma, Bat Sen. did_some quic The National Commodit . fs the name’ used
his own — of Sen. Perguson, Pollowing wh! )\l ‘wrote lllﬂcd an official !cnlll investigation of eggs. Cullum in the past to hlnd'll mu-m Tt ﬂ;
Ferruson & letter i Jonghand, Iater ubllahedin- thia doing 5o, m..-m.mmummmwu ficers are his son, Dyke Oullum Jr, secretary, asd his
column, threatening fo-expose certain connections between mmolunuauo,mmpnm in charge of daughter, Kiki Cullum, treasurer,
- . ,. -



