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PERENNIAL PROBLEM

WHA‘uvm else may -be true of ‘the

LYY taxicab situation in’Charlotte, ® has
certatnly had fis full .ahare, of, public dis-
! eussion. ?ct months_and years' the' Cliy
| Councll -hai. wrestied. with' the problem
+ without solvisg: it ‘satiifactorlly, and. each

| time the matter came Up the vatious drgu-

i ments were iptedd before the people so

"1 that all could know. and understand.

‘! By this slow, torturous, and in some
respects, unsatisfactory way 'of doing busi-
ness, certaln fundamental defects in the
gystem of taxi operations have come to
light.

1. A system of meters which would vary
the fare in accordance with the distance
‘traveled is theoretically sound. Such dif-
ferences as we have had on this question
arise from specific rates father than the
prim:lple of the thing.

. The practice of two of the cab com-
pl nles in renting their cabs to operators
is fundamentally unsound. The driver is
most interested In collecting enough fares
o pay his rental fee and have something
left over for himself. He is not interested
1n rdndering good service to all the people.

The practice of “cruising” should be

abflished It makes for traffic congestion
slong certaln streets, and denles passengers
in other areas access to the cabs.

4. The lack of cab stands in the down-
town area i a urlau- shortcoming, and
they should be installe

' The city taxicab ormnma provides &
Wway to overcome each of these defects,
but previeus Councils have been reluctant,
for one. reason or another, to enforce the
Rpertinent provisions of the ordinance.

NEW LIFE IN THE WEST

OSE of as who live among the tall

bulldings of thé cities and make. our
way to and from work along hot, hard con-_
crete streets are prons to forget how vast
s the sweep of the old North State from
east to 'west, and how infinite the variety
of topography and acenery.

But there is overwhelming evidence on
-all sides that enough of us recognize the
“attractiveness of our surroundings to take
sdvantage of them and use them. Many
tourist centers in the state keep a log of
their visitors, and almost without'exception
North cwmuui. Aead\the registry.

\ It is a healty /3itua , and excellent

sdvertising for the State, that Tar Heels!

can find 50 much 1o interest thém at home.
No matter what their recreation tastes —

<lolling on the seashore, playing in the

Piedmont, or loslng themselves in the vast-

ness of the mountains — thelir home state
offegs an outlet.

Qne need only drive from Charlotte
westward via Asheville to Cherokee, swing
north around Newfound Gap and back into
Fontana Village, thence back via Frank-
lin, Highlands, Hendersonville and Tryon
. to realize, however, that' the mountains
are bidding for' a greater share of the
traveler's attention than they have been
getting in the past decade.

'MILITARY ASSISTANCE

Pmnnrr Truman's major pronounce-
ments on forelgn policy continue to
have & dignity, a forcefulness, and a sim-
plicity which are often missing from ‘his
. #peeches on domestie policy.
Speaking in behalf’ of the Military As-
cé Program before the VFW con-
veruon in Miami yesterday, the President
outlined: {n ‘a manner -understandable by
the least literate among us just what is
involved in the arms-ald proposal.
. The freedom of the world” he said, de-
pends on joint, voluntary action by free
nations to preserve their security and
liberty and thus assure the expansion of
the# economlies ~ and their democratic
institutions. He_ listed the major steps
aince the recent war toward achieving that
séciirity:

1. Affillation with the Unjjed Nations, .

“and acceptance of its obfectives.

2. U. . ald to Greece and Turkey which
has kept those troubled nations free from
domination by Mascow;

3. The Pact of Rlo e Janeiro which
bound the nations of North and South
Americn er’in a strong defensive

ry Program,
nted economic collapse in
Europe and restored the hope of once-
conquered peoples;

5. The North Atlantic Pact, a pledge of
mutual assistance by a group of nations
which have a common dercmhe{:om-
mu Y of interest,

And now comes a sixth major step In
halting the spread of Communism by al-
laying fear and building up self confidence

and ry among the. North
Atlantic Pact s} les and three other
nations — Iran, Korea and the Philippines,

within the

- i¢-'would

Now the question has cori
The n

up again
Council has informally agreed to

extend ‘the ‘deadline for installing meters
from Sept. 1, 1049, to March 1, 1950, Per-

haps this further delay s justified,

though

that the companies have

had ample ‘forgwarning. But if it 15 not
extended beyond the March 1. date, the

people will be sgtistied.
“The Council has also authorized
Manager
to show ca
not be revoked
other provisons

the City

summons the cab companles
why their franchises should
falling to observe the
the ordinance. This

appears to be a riore forceful method than
merely fining them, and then letting Lhem

g0 and sin agaln.

And now the unpredictable Cauncllm-n
Boyd has come forward with a serles ‘of
amendments to the ordinance which would
solve the problem by simply removing from
the ordinance six provisions which have
caused the arguments. This would be a
complete retreat by the Council, and would
once again open wide the door to every
concelvable abuse of a public franchise

by a cab company or individual
thereof. *

drivers

Thocmnulmubouun.lnthuben

interest of the people of Charlo|

i

ignores Mr, Boyd's ill-considered ‘amend-
ments, and continues on the path it has

already adopted. The possession of

a public

franchise carries with it the obligation to

serve the public in the most

efficient

manner possible, and it is the duty of the
Council to say how the public can best be
served and then enforce vigorously its

decision.

Astounding changes have been made

since the war. The whole western

part of

the Btate has a fresh coat of paint. There
are hundreds of new taverns and motor
courts. Whole new recreational areas are
springing up. The roads are packed with
autos bearing license plates from, every

state in the Union.

Everywhere the story is the same. This
§ear of 1940 has been the best year for the

tourist business western North
has ever And the

Carolina

The Week In Congress

Arms Aid And Reorganization

(By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY)

WASHINGTON

(CONORESS handed the Administration a_beating
on the first round of the Military Ald Program
(MAP) funds {ight last weck—but eased the blow by
letting sixpof seven proposed Government reorgan-

ization plaflk become law.
Action MAP came in the House Aug. 1) when
members voted to 151 to slash the

amount rcqurqea by President Truman for -m to U.
8. assoclates in the North Atlantic Treaty.

that the amount ($580,495,000) Is only for the first
year, untll July, 1950. The request had been for
twice the. figure to run until July, 1951,

Also, the legislators left intact amounts of $211.-
370,000 for Greeca and Turkey. and $27.640000 for
Iran, Korea, and me lexupmu. The total of the
bill, = umm was

purpose nl hz mcnu
to the ty-mu 1s fo help friendly nations withstand

e
of 1949 will surely carry over into 1950 and

thereatter.

Of course, there will always
beaches. There is no substitute

be the
for sun,

/sand and salt water, and one need not

worry that they will ever cease

to draw

thelr full quota of persons seeking rest

and relaxation.
But the rejuvenation of the

tourist

industry in the western part of the State
1s one of the best things which has ever
happened to North Carolina. It means

new wealth and better balance; it

means

that “the far reaches of the State are
moving forward with the bustling Pied-

mont. And the whole State will

faster and farther because it is
together.

move
moving

Program 1s to prevent aggression. Our Euro-

not s
themselves emeuvely Since the end of the

war they oncentrating on

sebulld-

e e warctorn s sconomias. We " can’
astrengthen fhem.. and ourselves. by trans-

means to them, and by

on the same principle of self-help and

mutual aid that is the cornerstone

of the

pean Recovery Program and the North

Atlantic treaty.”

Even as the President spoke,

various

members- of the Senate were suggesting
that MAP be trimmed in one way or an-
other. The House had already cut it in
half — from $1,160,990,000 to $580.495,000.
Senators George, Byrd and Russell wanted

to keep the House figure, Senator

Hicken-

looper hadn't quite made up his mind how
big the cut should be. Senatdrs Vandenberg
and Dulles had sald they thought the%lotal

amount ought to be around $1

money voted' and additional
authorizations provided.

billion,

. There was talk of a compromise, with some

contract

These Senators — just like the members

of tha econorhy bloc in the House

— pro-

fessed a concern over deficit financing

for MAP. and generally urged

greater

econamy, both commendable positions. But
it was rapldly becoming evident that both
houses had decided to make \KAP the
scapegoat for their own unwillingness to
effect possible economies in some of the
Government's domestic activities. After all,

the people of Europe cant yote.
The battle over MAP is a fatetul

engage-

ment. No one can say with complete au-

thority just how much should be

author-

ized, or how little. But the evidesce lald

nded to the Congress that
taies wupply. three kinds of

ndly Democratic
 our hﬂp nyh we should

nmnc o wp train and equip thetr military
orc
e Perpose of the Multery Aseiotancs

down before the House Forcizn Affalrs *
by

and by members of the joint Chiefs of Staff
was a good deal more credible, and showed
more careful study and"analysis, than the
offhand guesses of the economy advocates.

The MAP mey be a financlal
But if It pays off in peace, it will

Ramble.
be many

times worth the full amount asked by the

President. If we ldse the gam!

5, its cost.

will bo & drop in the bucket compared to
the cost in money alone of a third World
Waz, much leas the livas which will be lost.

spread of and prepare them to defend
lhzﬂ\sthn if necessary. Final passige was 238 to

R . James P. Richards (D-SC) led the fight for
cumng the funds Into the pne-year program. He
argued that the effort would need re-examination
3 His move won support from
some all-out opponents of the program, who con-
tended it starts a world-wide armament race.
also gained backing from many supporters of, the
measure who stressed need for participating nations
to achleve a unified program before more funds are
allotted. Administration backers pleaded in va!
that the $1.160.990.000 requested for Western Europe
was a minimum figure,

' SIX OUT OF SEVEN

ON THE Teorganization plans. six of the seven subs
e by Mr. Truman in June became effective
mmgm  Although two of them had ‘s
okt in the

¢ one defeated. Pisn No. 1, would have created
8 new Department of Welfare, embracing health,
education and welfare programs. of the
Department would have become a new cablnet_of-
ficer. - After hearing reports that Oscar Fed-
eral Security Administrator, Jould | be picked for the
Job, the Senate disapproved the pl 32, which
was 11 mare votes than. the Comutitutional majority
needed.

A Senate molunnn to Telect Plan No. 3 'ras
defeated 32-57. The ransfers the Bureau of
Employment Security o ‘FEA o the Labor De-
partment. Also defeated, by a 40-47 vote, was & Tes-
olution to kill Plan No. 7. It transfers the Bureau

Public Roads from General Services Administra-
tion to the Department of Commerce,

Other plans becoming law inclide: No. 3 strength.
ening powers of Postmaster General, creating » dep-
uty for him and setting up an advisory boa
making the National Securty Goancil and National
Security Resources Board a part of White House
Executive Office: No. 5 strengthening administrative
authority of Civil Service Commission chairman;
No. 8 trengthening administrative authority of Mari.
time Commission chairman,

APPROPRIATIONS JAM

‘lmr\\mmz. House and Senate disagreed briefly
but approved another stopgap measure to provide
temporary furids for Federal agencies. Approximate-

Washington
Merry-Go-Round

1y $30.000,000.000 in regular funds is tied up in bills
still not completed by the Semate, or measures in
which the two chambers are in disagreement.

f the major disputes is over Army
Civil Functions bill, filled with assorted rivers and
h-rbon Dm)erll for Congressmen everywhere. Local
s being applied for action on it. Likewise,
Tocal reaction. has developed over the move in t!
Independent Offices bill to cut funds for rent con-
trol, forcing the Government to 1ift controls in many
localities. ‘The dispute over power transmission lines
in the Interior Department mcasire continued in
the Senate.

COMMITTEE ACTION

(COMMITTEE developments were  highlighted by
talk of deep freezers, molasses a zohm ot t
hearings coricerning Washingtor

n" .
the men who supposedly have ‘been umn( lnnumu

to help outfiders get things.

e “Investigations Subcommittee of the Beruu
!xrnnduure- Committee heard that: (1) Ma),

Harry Vaughan, Mr. Truman's military aide, Py

several deép freeze units as gifis. and that he in
tumn sent one to Mrs. Truman in Missouri and others
0 close friends in high official places her
units were pald f rt Verley Co. Chicago
perfume makers and past employers of John Mara-
gon, one-time White House intimate and friend of
Vaughan: (3) Vaughan and M;
rul(urf Department employees
w Jersey firm just after the war:
Tiliwwukee uncis of the firmts Plesident gave $1.000
o Maragon (8500 of it in a check he exhiblted); (8
Maj. Gen. Alden H. Waitt, now n

letters saying he was best qmunm to continue aa
head of the Army Chemical Corps, and criticizing
other candidates; (6) the letters to.Vaughan were
dictated in the “office of James V. Hunt, alleged
“five per center”, and were delivered to Vaughan
but apparently never reached Mr. Truman.

Sen. Joseph -R. McCarthy (R-Wis) demanded
indictment of Maragon on perjury / charge and re-
moval of Vaughan from his ‘Truman

atked the public to withhold Jadsmenthpn Vaushan
Until all facts are in and eriticined 1B fact tha
some testimony has been taken in secret and not
released. The Subcommittee promptly released the
testimony, which was highlighted by statements that
the deep freese units gere not rejects, as Vaughan
had contended, snd thAt Maragon had made & tnip

nme in an Army plane.
ajor committee action was approval by
House Wnn -mI Means soc!

ated cost of the added program would be
$236000000 yearly. The present one costs Abaut
$036,000.000 annually.

Quote, Unq‘ubte

thing .new among accessories to gracious
living Is the circular bed—a wonderful thing for not

- ReLting up out of the wrong side of.—Jackson (Miss.)
Dty ¥

It does not follow that because a person can Tead
a book he is educated, and, in truth, some of the
persons who can write a book seem to be uneducated
Charleston (8. C.) News & Courler.

Roberf C. Ruark

Maragén s Story

WASHINGTON
AT beleaguered little man, John
Maragon, who comes up to tes
11y this week in the § per cent hear-
ings, concelvably “could play the
patsy in this current Warhington
bear baiting. They have been bat-
ting the little ex-shine boy around
on two-bit stuff, and T wouldn't be
A mite surprised if the eagles flew™
by while thegnats got swatted
T have known Maragon for some
years, since he was a<handy-man
for the B & O rallroad, and it's
hard to see him as a sinister cataly-
tic agent for deals involvigg mil-
lions. He might be able to hold »

train for you. sure. or shake down .Chicato far nearly three m

when transportation was
“Tough, but T wouldn stretch his
Washington influence a long mile
more. It ia Just barely possible that
little Johnny Maragon will take the
cuff on a token indignation ment-
ing, involving dimes, while the big
sinners skate off sco

deep-freeze boxes, gifts to
the Truman family, Harry Vaugh-
an, Pred Vinson and the others,
over which 80 much fuss has been
made have not, until now. been pic-
tured in'thelr trus perapective. That
perspective would be scarcely &
pendous, 1f you believe Maragon's
private story. 1 am’ apt to believe
that, since it 1 . cynical
public- relations Tying.

Maragon tells me that the story

vertising Co. of Milwaukee i a
long-time friend—some 16 years—
of Maj. Gen. Harry Vaughan. that
peerless warrior.  Mr

Gen. Vaughan
wan Just preparing to call the Coca-
Cola’ company to ask them about
.the possibilities of Seuting o “then
very scarce freeze boi

Mr. Hoffman. T believe,

testitied
n closed. session last week that he
told his old buddy, Gen. Vaughan,
that it could be done more stmply.
“Hoffman just called Dave Ben-
nett of the Verley perfume com-
* Maragon says. “He fold him,.

Bis problem Bennett told him to go
shead and call that fellow Albert

Marquis Childs

Orom ;0 Milwaukes snd tall bien 10
end- & box to the Littie
White" House o 1

About three weeks later. after the
box waa delivered, Gen. Vaughan
asked Mr. Hoffman how wer
chances of getting one for himselt
and his friends. Mr nenm-’} toid
Mr. Hoffman to go ahead,

“You understand” Mr, Mj
says. “Mr. Bennett fust loves T:
man. Why he even commissioned
artist mamed Carl Bonham, ta
paint

painting this picture
man, bacause he ad:
Mr. Bennett did no
Roosevelt.*

T asked the

Ingenuou

Mnrunn atd
“But Mr. Bennett never asked for
nothing” he. contimea “Ha wes
just glad to give the deep.
and have the portrait
cause mired

Mr.
an empl;
pany. but that hix sole etfors ave
devoted 10 the good weal of the
Capital’ Publishers of
put out a Who's Who
liean and Democratie parties. It
was in pursult of this journalistie
duty, he says, that h

wher he was given
from Capitol Il

clings are hurt” Mr. Marae
bitterly “They
ploiting the little ~man.v-Other .
people make millions around here
“and they plck on me.”

1y report what John Ma

0! The little ex-shine boy -
woult ally give himself all the
best of it. but T will buy at Jease on

plain That
& simply the supposition that a 1ot
bigger coups have been struck in
‘ashington than any little nige
gardly dealings in freeze boxes, how.
ever popular & note they may strike
on the, public faney.

.

World Air Battle

WASHINGTON

ITH the tourist
height, every hour of the day

and night the big planes are taking
off for Europe, most of them . filled
to capicity. This 1s a brand-new
busineas that was scarcelybeyond
the experimental stage ten years

To those who- sald mnt pnme

can “Werld Alrways.
Trippe's drivigg _gentus
American flag airiines o the far
cormners of the earth.

Today Trippe stands at what.may
well be a major turning point in
. “In the midst of & long
bureaucratic contest over whether
he shall be allowed o buy out the
rival American Overseas Alrlines,
he has been charged with seeking
to drive out all opposition

companies.
had won In
American's good felend, Sen. Owen
“Brewster of Maine, was prepared
bl

It the Republicans
November,

to push through Congress his
authorizing the ‘“chosen Instru-

What he could. not do by direct
political action, Trip; now try-
nz 1o do by financial mlnlnull-
tion, according to the charge in
v public counsel

B approves
Pan Am's application o buy Amer-
lcan Overseas Alrines. that il be
merely the st atep tow,
rolidation
A

After the mrr:rr thi
petitor left on the N langk
route would be Trans-World Alr-

competyive pres-
sure_applied by Pan rican or
by TWA's own financial diffic
or by-a combination of
factors "

positicn  to a

that
might result in a single American

Airport Lighting Stalled By Cost Fight

merger

season at its

line operating -brud h based not,
merely on the o keep
competition s0 it 3 rates and
vice will be responsible to e
mands of the traveling public.
monopoly airline, ‘according” to e
brief,” would powers greater
than’ that of the Government nf
the United States. In both féreign
policy and defense it could dietata
iy -m terma,

suppart this claim claim the CAB's
pnhlk counsel _Introduoed
the

required by the Government ta
utilize, the men and equipment in
a inanner it didn't i, The
brief am. res:
e letters and*the ot
dence in this Tecord wamn
1 n American to have &
monopoly of all American-flag op-
erations abmad would be to creata

evt-
i

# dual sovereignty dealing at arms's
length with the Government of the
that

United States and defying
from. (t4
suited ita

. XY
an Americans attorneys ridiculs

these charged T¥ippe tn his
tmony argued that merger of u--
two lines -amu effect a

i year. Such s m
imperative in the face of competi- .
tion from foreign lines. CAB coun-
sel challenged this argument with
the statement “that it i contrary

t0 all experience to suppose that &
step in the direction of maBopoly
will in the long run fesult i3 any

savings at all”

y opinion the case lbr .
natural” monopoly o an_
e 5

nd the development
pan the glove.
The foreign patte
Amestcan compet
ba

ke

nl carte]” agreements declatvd on
d service, Even in the face
o the kind of costly technicology
represented by the Boeing Stra

petition remains a powerful coe

,80 cents

- (ED. NOTE—While Drew Pearson is on vacation, the
Washington Merry-Go-Round is being written by his old
partner, Robert S. Allen.)

WASHINGTON

NSTALLATION of essential runway-lighting - equipment

on scores of alrports has been stalled for months because

of & back-stage wrangle over costs .

Lack,of these safety facilities is & serious flying hazard

as many of the llrhr!d\ nn‘ useless in bad weather and at

Nimerou irports - throughout the country.

Rhich have inadequate LEhting equipment. also are atiecied
by lhe dispute.

Aunxnul s Authority and the Welsbach nerp pnumxpm.
Last April, Welsbach took over the sale of the pa

ruqny H(l’llln‘ equipment from the Line Mnum Lo

Styoudsburg, Pa. The patents, owned by inventor Jack

Baiow, Bl Bell, Pa, are so basic that CAA attorneys

doubt whether any etiective “Punway lghiing can be in

alled without infringeme:

Immediately after ccmln( into the picture, Welsbach
announced a new price scheduls. It call for & royalty of
per runway foot, plus cost of the equipmen!
the average alrport this means a $4800 charge for Toy

lY

- and '$26000 for equipment.

I"td at the price. The Government pa:
ontrol towers and other safety install
CAA contends Welsbach's figures mean an added
burden on taxpayers,

The company denles that

It claims its schedule - will

cut ‘costs) 900 on_a-600-foot runway.. CAA denley the
denial. It says Welsbach will boost expmunum 84,000 1
an average airport

Cold Sober Occasion

E big party staged by ‘the Indian Embassy to com-
memorate its independence was. & unique experience for
‘ashington  officlal < 3

tn the protracted controversy are the Civil

The party was cold sober.

zwn ly who was anybody.attended the evening solree.
3 e Pandit, Indlan ambassador, was lovely in & strik-
ingly beautital nntive gown

e bountiful mupply’ of alcoholle beverages usual at

such affairs was totally missing.
Served Instead were coffee. vanilla fee cream, and
cakes. There was o limit on these. Guests ate all they

wanted. Many had several big helpings.
Tybody was cold sober—and apparently enjoyed
the unique expericnce very much,

A Korean party the same day was an imbiber's

N
delight.

Atomic Probe Stirred Up

J)EMOCRATIC members of the Joint Congressional atomic
committee will try to force a report this week on the
long-drawn-out investigation instigated by Sen: Bourke
Hickenlooper, R, lowa. The probe has been out of the
lmelight for weeks while the committee studled.sectet per-
sonne] records of the Atomic Energy Commiss

Some of these re::ord. have made spicy xudlnl

They are repocts on the sex life of workers in atomic
plants The workers were ehecked by FBI loyalty agents,

Rep. Henry M. Jackson, . Wash., asked Hickenlooper
hat the connection was between these reports and his

inst the) Atomic Commission, “These people might
laclose. valuable the' influence of love or
liqiox* he replied.

One reason for the committee’s delay has been Hicken-
looper's absence. He was in Jows mending political fences.
He faces a tough re-election battle next yea:

Democratic committeemen want to Usue & formal re-
port by Sept. 15. Their report is certain to be a vigorous
Petutation of Hickenlooper's charge of “incredivle. misman.
agement” by AEC. He and other Bepubiican commitise
members will undoubtedly put out & report of thelr own.

secrets ~under

Taking No Chun;e s~

Rrrmm General John n. Wit 1o taking nd chances
upon returning to California.  As wartime commander
of the Fourth U 8 Army, he iasued the arder removing

De

i€se from the West Comst. Now living In the East
. Wt wants to take up residence in San Pranciseo. But be-
' fore doing 0, he sought legal opinfon on whether he wou

be subjeci to action by & Japanese for the order luued seven

years a

No Help/ From Sen. Wherry

URING a° Senate session, Vice-President Barkley tried

uct ark!
Lucas didn't hur him. Sen. Kenpeth Wherry, Repumnn

Floor ltl ex,
Al
Springicld, 1.

hu em"illunbom-mnu
ol a«mt cant @ I will.  Provided, of
'r in 8t ‘

stopover
“You wouldn't be any help

Capital Odds And Ends -

/ISECRACKS heard at m- Senate 'sterremzr probc
Maragon(ls o persgon” and "M

Mal. Gert, Harry Vaughan's pay o no'luu »
addition, he gets travel ank other allowances from
White nmw funds. . . ..Vehement objection was voiced
at a meeting of the District of Columbia Depafiment of
Amvets to & merger with AVC. National Commander Har-
old Keats promised not to press the proposal at the Amvets
forthcoming convention in Des Maiom, Towa.
Roosevelt save he is making no deals as hemlwr‘.‘x
candidate with Callfornia lobbyist Ammr ‘samish and
ase-penslon promoter Gearge Mcwn. hnn aever ! et
nor talked with Samish, conversation
with McLain on the mblm o e-ndm\n tor puaue o{'bc.
I have made no deals with

V-Day

-



