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THE PACT—A REALITY

E-Atlantle Pact s now i réality. The
action of-the Benite yesterday made
1t s0.

Many years; cro-dtd with events, will
pass by before We realize fully its implica-
tions, before we Xnow whether, as Its spon-
sors hope, it will deter or prevent another
world conflict.

It is difficult, in the immediate present,
to see the Pact clearly. But we can look at
it from three directions to get some llnd
of perspective:

1. Viewed from the past, the Pact is
precedent-smashing. We have come a long
way from the Washington opposition to
from the
hemispherically-delimited Monroe Doc-
trine, from the rejection of the League of
Nations.

2. Viewed In the present, the Pact is a

of the greater of
peace and war and the causes of each in
the world today. And with understanding
has é the acceptance of the inevita-
bility of joint pledges to defend the demo-
cratic communfty 6f nations. It is lamen- .
table that our one world has been divided

MIRACLE OF THE LAW

law is ‘indeed a wondrous thing,

often meaning what it does not say

or not meaning what it does say. The lay-

man, who can never hope to understand

the intricacles of legal language, thus

relies upon the opinion of experts. SBome-

times when he does 50 he witnesses veri-
table miracles.

Consider the ruling of Attorney-General
Harry McMullan that the law authorizing
the election on issuing $200 million in road
bonds (1) permits the Highway Commis-
slon to use a part of the money for pur-
chasing road bullding machinery, and (2)
sets the maximum amount to be spent for
this p at one-tenth of the total
amount, or $20 millien.

Mr. McMullan finds the authority for
buying road machinery in Section 2 of the
act, the pertinent phrases of which read as

... The proceeds of
by appropristed to fhe B um‘bny.m
Public Works Commission, which appropria-
tion shall be in addition to all other appro-
priations heretofore made or which may be
nmn the present session of the General

shall be used by the
“Bisie Highway ang Pubtle Works Commission
-.o-mlyv-mn-p-.cwmuul--

and structures for those roads
that now or may hereafter ‘make up And con
m the State-maintained county rosd
. also referred to herein and being
eommonly known as secondary roads as dis-
tinguished from primary roads , . .”

That, Mr. McMullan says, means that
money can be used for buying machinery.
But the most interesting part of his legal
ruling is the determination of the maxi-
mum amount which ean be spent for this
purpose. He plcks out the “equalization
fund” section which, as the law was writ-

in two; but it is & hard truth, and the Pact
merely recognizes that fact. .

2.'Viewed Ta-the future, the Pact offers
the best method) yet presented to us of
preserving peace’ by arraying such an im-
pressive potentlalgot democracy that no
aggressor would dare attack any of the
atories~But It must be more than that:
it must be itive force in behalf of
greater liberty human beings every-
where, an instrumpnt for promoting the
democratic way afid for instilling in the
hearts of mankind the conception of world
brotherhood.

As President Truman sald the other day,
U. 8. foreign policy 1s, in the final analysis,
a reflection of the collective will of our
people. Had not the Senate been convinced
that the American people approve of the
Atlantic Pact, it never would have given it
the necessary majority.

We have entered a new era; there can
be no turning back. We have come upon
the positiop of world leadership because of
our vast wealth, our technical ingenuity,
our strong and pliant democracy. The
world looks to us to keep the peace./

ten, follows immediately after the break-
down of the amounts to be spent in each
county. This paragraph reads:

wickytthatandiug the sbove provision for
the allocation of sald fund to various coun-
ties of the state, the State Highway and
Public Works Commission retatn an
amount not exceeding ten yer cent (10%) of
lotal of sl und as an’ equalization fund

clude any and
Incorporated citles

" which form Important comneciing links to

the State highway system or

Including roads or streets In t!
‘frlm section which Is nelther city mor coun-

"

Mr. McMullan decides that means the
Highway Commlssion can not spend more
than 10 per cent of the total, or $20 million,
for buying road bullding machinery, And
all the time we thought the equalization
fund was to be spent for special projects
important to the State highway network
»hich properly shouldn't be charged up
against a particular county.

As & matter of fact, Governor Scott
thought so, too. Or' at least, when ques-
tioned on that point on a recent visit to
Charlotte, he used as an lllustration the
rebullding of a bridge near a county line
which would cost a large sum and which
would be just as important to neighboring
countles as to the one In which It was lo-
cated. “It would not be falr to charge that .
up to one county. That’s why the equaliza-
tion fund was written into the law,” sald
the Governor.

We suppose the Governor will be just as
Interested as we are in finding out what it
really does mean.

the county

A LOAN TO THIS COUNTRY?

would call to the attention of. the
handful of misguided Benators and
Congressmen who are trying by hook .or
crook to stake the U. 8. Government out
w-:wnuuon)o.numml»!nuu.

t.u’pau lnd dnuﬂbln: the status of
b rights in that dictator-ridden nation

today. _

Proponents of the loan to §pain usually
claim that (1) Franco Is a bitter foe of
Communism who deserves our help, and
(2) we might need bases In Spain In the
event of a war with Russia.

first answers itself. It is patently
ridiculous. Many . preachers are against
legal whisky stores; bootleggers are against

Russla. As a matter of fact, no one knows
quite what a war with Russia would be like,
or where it would be fought.

Actually, the motive prompting some of

these members of the Congress is less ul-
terfor. Franco wants to buy some stuff in
the United States. He doesn't have any
dollars. We. can lend him some dollars
(though his credit rating is bad) and then
he will be able to buy from us.

Buch crass commerclalism at the risk of
Jeopardizing our world battle against to-
talitarian rule is not only shortsighted; it
is appalling.

-We can not defeat Communism with
Fascism. We can not hold out the promise
of freedom to other people In the world by

the iron-clad of a

.'Somebody Hid My Suitcase!’

Farm Plan Philosoph

(Riprinted from “The Reporter

e farmM is at it again—or ey l'llh!r that

the politiclan is once more courting the farmer's
favors? The farmer looks for apecial dispensations
from the laws of the market, backed by Qovernment
guarantees of steady real income: the politician is
busy Interpreting, in his own partisan way, what he
thinks the farmer's needs are. The farmer wants
security and the politiclan wants votes.

e history of democracy Is one of progressively
democratized privilege or, if we prefer, of man-made
political parties. The manufacturer has long obtained
an advantage in the internal market for his products
against those imported from abroad—a parity with
an edge in his favor; the trade unions have put the
worker in a condition “of, parity with management
around the collective-bargaining table, And why not
the farmers? The chain reaction of man-made
parities and of democrajized privileges proceeds
from one economic group to another, pmvmm of
course; that each group has its claims by
strong internal organization and by votl 3

This is‘one of the facts of democratic life and
there are no reasons to be aqueamish about It. Nor
are there valid reasons for using different criterla in
Judging the demands of each new group strong
enough to advance jts own “me too” claim. I
Congressmen  from the dairy states who crusade
against oleomargarine and at the same time loathe
Petrillo do not stand on very solid ground, for canned
music is to live music as oleomargarine is to butter.

E price for political parities is Government In-

tervention, .m Government means, in our system,
elected offic! ic employees who keep an
eye on the past and future election returns, 1t means
politicians, and again there is no reason to squirm

whenever we see politiclans scurrying around and
offering bigger and better parity schemes to farmers
or-to any other group whose votes count. Politicians
are in the brokerage business: They offer their own
partisan answer to the demands of any strongly or-
ganized group and manage to conciliate or link these
demands to the Interests of other groups, whose votes
are equally desirable. Log-rolling allows the com-
binatlon of interests and the sharing by the nation
as & whole of the costs that the speelal privileges of
the ap«m parity granted o one group demapd.

racy, the economic groups that feel
sieived st "have’ adequate voting power struggle
to get from the consumers and the taxpayers &
share of what may be called the nation’s surplus
profit. And where in our country is the group so
pure and unselfish as to behold.the mote in the
farmer's ryz1

int of the matter is: What is the
y for the nition as & whole? Which
price support and which type of parity should the
farmers have? It is the point that marks the dif-
ference between acknowledging the facts of dem

cratic life and declding what we can do with them.
The decision must be fn terms of national policy.
with a clear understanding that the vital interests of
the nation cannot be founs
the special interests
that have recelved the benefit of the politiclans' en-
dorsement, Wise political decisions must be re-
spectful of the facts and determined to make a dent
on them. Specifically, from the incontrovertible facts

legal whisky stores; hence the
should help the bootleggers, or;vice versa.
‘That sort of logic Is pure poppycock, and
everyone knows it.

2. No one has yet proved that bases in
Spain would be worth a hoot in & war with

.Franco.

Our goal In this struggle is to advi
democracy, not merely resist Communism,
and to advance it to the unhappy people
©of Bpain as well as the rest of the world.

GOOD BEHAVIOR IN HARNETT

]‘Bl Dunn Dispatch was “lamenting the
other day that good news is no news.
“That is, If it is good news—no one pays at-
tention _to it. The reader's eye scans the
paper, The Dispatch figures, picking out &
few key words In the headlines lmurder.
rape, slay, theft, killer, flend) and

the other way when the story s :om
tive, indicative of ‘a well-behaved com-
munity.

The Dispatch does not for a moment
mean to suggest that Harnett County (of
which it s the clarion) Is free from law-
breakers and men of violent passions.

It sought only to point out that “more
than two weeks ago, The Dispatch printed
a front page article boasting of the fact
that Harnett County didn't have but one
homicide and only three sulcides during
the first six months of the year.

“The Dispatch does not clalm any credit
for the decrease in Harnett's murder rate,
but we do belleve that publicity hld its
effect . . .

“The publicity served as a warning that
murder will not go unpunished in Harnett.”

Harnett, The Dispatch will " readlly ad-
mit, has had more than its share of
hem in the past and that public condern
over near-lawlessness in the county was

not unjustified. Twx News, as a matter of

fact, commented on It editorially some
months
Now, in Q- of the Harnett reformation,

we would like to extend commendation to
the law enforcement officers of the coun-
ty, to the juries which have been prompt
to bring In convictions in Harnett murders,
and — of course —— the Dunn Dl:pa(ch

Praise of our nmdmnlhan who con~
quered the tough, wild frontler has prob-
ably been overdone, in the opinion of Alvin
V. Butcher of the Altoona, Kan., Tribune.
He says: “After all, they never had the
nerve to go out In a snowstorm, or under a
hot sun, barebacked, barelegged and prac-
tically naked all over.” — Joplin (Mo.)
Globe. < N

In America we are rapidly achleving an
equal division of labor—50 per cent of the
people imposing the taxes and 50 per cent
paying them. — Little Rock Arkansas Ga-
zette.

Some -people won't beljeve that the alr-
plane is here to stay until a two-passenger
job buzzes by with ten school kids in it.—
Little Rock Arkansas Gazette.

y the “me too" trend and the now long
tradition of “political parities, we must derive an
understanding of the farmer's case. But even this
understanding will remain only a hal{-knowledge up-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

The Cuse Of\

Our Farmers

s we can add to it some criteria that may make
us decide which farm law is best for the nation and
for the farmers themselves,

E Reporter does not think it Is its function to
sponsor a farm bill. Our rea up
thelr own minds between the Aiken and Brannan
Plans or reserve thelr judgment until the full debate
in Congress. But no matier whether they make up
thelr minds now or later, they must have propared
a4
Incicaiing some. of the- condiions’ that a_ Tarm’
must satisty if it Is to be part of & national policy and
ot fust a form of vote-grabbing,

I The farm law must be, first of all. aimed at
improving the situation of our farmers—but not of our
rich farmers t due to the farmers in the
great Midwestern region around Des Moines that the
per-capita farm income’is $900 as compared to the
31569 for the nonfarm population. The education
&nd the rehablitation of the poor farmers of the
South, Negro and white, Is, to understate the case,
pressing & need as'the passage of the civil-rights
legiiation. It 1 true that most of the Negro farmers
have no vote; yet sometimes statesmen reacn
goals that g0 beyond the paliticians’ vision.

3. ‘The subsidies should give the farmer a ‘thance
to grow into a better, more skillful producer, up to
dite on the latest technological improvements,
Russian Communists

cannot leave the farmer
50 completely taken by uu cares of his own own acreage—
jus the to

have little interest in .nd little mnunu on_the
-odll problems that go beyond

ole of I.ho ‘nonrural community may
accept not only as a_fact of democratic life but also
as a just debt the obligation to pay an ted food
bill, plus about ten per o unt in the form of farm
subsidies. In all ways much as ¥ un we
want to protect the mdlvmun from tossed
around by economic inst 'hlch ‘one, he
has no defense: and n oywe have unemployment in-
surance, and terminal lehve for homecoming soldiers,
and farm subsidies. Subsidies shéuld cushion
farmer against the shocks of sudden price uul
and give him time to change crops according to
the demands of the market without beim Smmpeded
by the market. But to cush!

mean-to munn

In

proposal for farm legllation, we
should see; (&) what s the rtion_between ' the
actual result M the farmer’s Ilba-r lnﬂ vh-t nuht be
called the surplus income that he receives from the
Pation via the Govérnment: (5 whether the Tarmer
is wetomly atimslated to"tmprote’ by: techclogy and
to enter into
of ‘any sort with einer farmers and producers: (&
Whether, and to What an extent, room 1s left 0 him
and to the organization that he can form to e
aitne” menRise. of cantrl oves e condiens of i
market and of his own life run, the

ust turn out to have

credit snd rot a gift—earned ¢
_not only through the wise use of his v
If there is a danger in these plans, or rather in
the trend they represent, it is of an entirely differ-
ent nature. It'is Ihe u-nnr that uu lrcu care for
the individual and hi may le;
to what wnld be called npt it individualism.

JCARLY. this week, Congressman Paul Shafer,
4

of Battle Creek, Mich., publicly urged that Gen. Harry
Vaughan, military aide to the White House, be suspended. He
charged that Vaughan was just as guilty as two other sus-

\ _ /
Four Years Later /

P

A Spaniard’s Rights "

(By the Aseoclsted Press)
MADRID.- lissimo  Pran-
cisco  Franco
four years ago to respect basic civil
nﬂ:u but the promise is still only
a promise.

More than ten years after the -
civil war, martial law is still in ef-

iy o the 3 I
Tity of state” and is to
s mprisonnt, e

' & high wi
"-uu:llu e -«:nmy "ot the
atate” and

country of
sge aiso > eDt have bad an Wustrs

mmm—hh'-

tion of political parties
Pinally, article 35 of the bill of.

Mﬂ-nm

suspend

correspondence and movement
ﬁ'mnmumm
nnummmuﬂmlb—
gal entry of without war-
Tant whenever it deems necessary.

i
li‘

In fairness to the
mmummt

Y

lll.lulﬂ"l POLICY

liable
Since the end of Wond Wer I Under different

h penalties are Catholiclsm was the state-|
served for militant

or anarchists engaged in  Protestants and Jews led s
active organized opposition. \

Spaniard gels two to five ‘s dficial poliey toward
years for his outburst of all non-Catholic minority is this:

3 s is the state-protectsd
‘BILL OF RIGHTS' of the country, but no one

promulgated a “Spanish  will be molested for his religious
Dlll of rights” July 17, 1045. It pro~ fs nor- in the private exercise
vides that the cortes (parliament) of his cult” as long as there are B0
“shall vote the necessary laws for ~ external estations,
carrying out the rights recognized it interpretation
in this BUIL" The cortes has yet to of the clause effectively reduces
vote any of these Protestants to & sort of secontle
S0 - 28,000,000 silently. §0  class citizens. .
on living without the benefits. of ban on external manifesta-
freedom of speech, p, means there must be no signs
spondence and asscciation; without Spain's 180 Protestant
the rights of a habeas corpus act. chapels to indicate they are & place
‘or to work and own rty, and worship. No religious ceremoniss
without guarantees against fllegal such as funerals may be held out
arrest or entry of homes, all - of doors, -There must be po indi-
:‘oa':.m"mmlmhw-mm cation on tombstones that the de-

alty chief of state” (Pranco)
and obey the laws of his regime.

Article twelve tees free-

dom of as b s not

used to  attack “fundsmental
principles” of the falangist state.
of permitted

for “licit (awful) ends.” An act to .
of this clause

has before _the cortes more

Joseph Alsoe :

resources

Ionlble mw_ stuff,

llla in the British Emplre, in the
Indian state of Travancore.

ttee, which is
nt body set up under the
Anglo - Canadian -American atomic

energy ent.
It is certainly significant that if

opment. But there is even more
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monwealth had no right to produce
absolute weapons.

‘Thus the Anglo-American polit-
feal and partnership s
directly endangered by the present
dispute. What may be n prospeet
is & sort of competition, in

tion will rival

+1

Congressman Rebuffed After Criticism

pended generals who had unwarranted contacts with “five the Kansas

per cent lobbyists.
few, hours, after making this statement, Congressman
Shafer got a ph¥ne call from a White House spokesman de-
mmdl that he “lay off.” Shafer was reminded that unless
piped down” on the Vaughan charges, he could expect
nu “favofs” in his district from the White Hou:

Some even nastler, though indirect, threats were made
to Shafer, coupled with a more friendly reminder that
3 vehd to Fort 8ill,
Okla., together when n n of the Senate
War Investigating Committee, “ana Lhaz ¢ Shafer had taken
some nice pictures of Truman firing World War I artillery.
>~ Whether this combination of White House cajolery and
threats had any éffect on Shafer is not known. But it is
known that he shut up like & clam, declined to elaborate to
the press on his charges against Gen, Vaughan.

Vaughan And Epithet .
IT is a safe predictioni that simlilar, threats and pressure will

be brought against the Senate subcommittee now Iﬂ'ell.l-
gating “Pive Pﬂ'-Ctn‘ll’" James Hunt and his conne
with Harry Vaug! For whoever pries into lhl lte cl lM
President’x ]ovlll I'nllll-ll’y alde is certaln to be either pri-
vately pressured or. publicly called an SO!

Nevertheless, here are some unhealthy (IN.I 'lhlth Senate
probers and the Army Dept. might scrutinize carefull

ere was excellent reason why Generals Wllll and

n ha
'ho tol r!bull.d by Army gen-
erals. He could and did influence their promotions and de-
motions.

" Army it was published fn t
als re

Vaughan D Gen: Loe United States and he, Maragon, began to work for David
Bennett, the perfume importer.
nomvumm-u.mommm“umnlm ' DDt operted,a luxurious sucht cn the Potemas, o
iemoted to the rank of colonel when he g0t which Myragon cruise,"and. Vasghan
into an altercation with Harry Vaughan's pal John MATSEOD,  was & map freuent o e
ity ex-bootblack. . who supplies liquor
to the White House and is frequently seén riding in » White . Bernctts lobving oblectivt was “’ 1o ning the O

ireece
way of Italy at a time when few foreign travelers were
allowed in war
nd in front of the How Hassler in Rome, Maragon,
who always carries a picture of himself and President Tru-
man, intervened in a dispute between an Italian bus driver
ring

It was 4 A. time when this happened. But
Maragon was able to get the White- House on the phone,
nwnl to his friend, Gen. Va and thereafter

ughan,
was reduced to the rank of colonel, reprimanded
e the 104t riice of ar, and erdered back o the United
States by air priority.
This incident was no secret

y friend of Vi

“Five Per-Center” Hunt, they knew, was 50 close

“that Vaughan once took him to & White g
Darty ‘where. he. insiruciéa the bandleader to piays one of

Hunt's musical compositions.

A 5 Per Cent Big Shot
PROBABLY even more important than Vaughan's contacts
with Five Pu-ctn.l’!r Hunt have been his contacts with

3 ‘runs
Maragon first became & nn-w-nl:y par-ecnur ‘when his
friend, Harry Truman, became Vice-President of the

war, to im-
bvnhmhkmmul & time when they were hard to get.

Housing was s0 scarce in Potsdam at that tine that Mrs.
Jimmie Byries and Mre. Truman at_home,
memmmur::

ax
erred his wire-pulling to James V. Hunt, It was an amicable
. believed to have at the of
Harry Vaughan, who has been friendly with Bennett
‘That was nedr the beginning Per-Center Hunt's
career. However, it played a relatively minor.

role in backstage lobbying i around genial
Gen. ., which. column has touched upon in the




