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SAFETY PROGRAM COMES TO LIFE

state has, by and large, been content
for Governor Scott to have his way in
restatfing State offices with his\own sup-
porters. There have been a few \eyebrows
lifted here and there ag the various new
appointments were annoynced, and there
15 the growing suspicion that the man who
set out-to smash “The Machine” s bullding
for himself a new and even stronger ma.

chine which, In the absence of outstanding ~

Jeadership, looms as the most
potent the State has seen since the old
Simmons outfit.

Byt the Governor came through with one
lmnunenl this week that is hard for

stomach — even the Raleigh
News & obnrwr, staunch Supporter of Go
Forward and the Charlie McCarthy of the
chief executive.

‘The Governor appointed C. R. Tolar as
commander of the State Highway Patrol
and director of the Highway Safety Divi-
slon. Mr. Tolar Is & man of varied experi-
‘ence, having dabbled in a large number of
enterprises In the past few years. He ap-
parently met Scott after the first primary,
warmed up to him, drove him around the
state during the run-off, and as long ago
as last November thought he had the State
Highway Patrol job sewed up.

He was arrested for speeding then by
two_Scotland Neck officers who signed an
affidavit Jast week saying Tolar had tried
to get' them to squelch the charge. Tolar,
they sald, told them he was to be the new
Highway Patrol commander. They weren't
impressed. The case was heard and settled
in Halifax Recorder’s Court Jan. 4 when
Tolar paid $25.70 In court costs.

Bays The News & Observer:

iridisputable fact in the record is that
7 Tolar was confident that he was golng

1o get the' Job—so confident that he did not
mind sa; he was gulity of violating
the salety liws of the tate . - . The incident
any suggestion that Mr.

Tolar has any special traising of qualiica
ns for the Job. d, almost the only
highway quallfication he has is that he
in which Governor Scott cam-

is unfortunate for the Governor, for
r and for the State. It is going to be
ficult for Tolar to do the great job

which needs o be done In convincing people
- that law-violating driving does not pay in

Tiew of the fact that he was appointed after

violated the law while expecting to be

P-lrol commander. It will not help the Gov-

emor in a campaign for roads upon which

safety Is one of the most important factors

It didn't help things a bit that the Gov-
ernor, on the same day, appointed as as-
sistant director of the Safety Division one
Jeff B. Wilson, Young Democratic Club
campalign director for last Fall's general
election. campaign and House calendar
clerk for the 1940 General Assembly.

Mr. Wilson is a chubby, affable fellow,
whose chief skill seems to be his ability to
amuse legislators. Once, during the recent
sesslon, he dressed up as a plump lady, lip-
stick and all, and was escorted down to the
Speaker's dias by that humorous gentle-
man from Bertie, “Cousin” Wayland
Sprulll, whil€ the House roared. Again, at &
legislative songfest, he lald them in the
aisles with an imitation of an highly in-
cbriated pedestrian who was afflicted with
an upset stomach.

The ,State safety program took a bad
enough licking from the General Assembly
when the auto Inspection law was repealed.
It Is not going to be helped back on Its feet
by the appointment of a speed law violator

as safety director, and a leglslative cowrt

Jeaur as assistant safety director.

GEN. CLAY LEAVES BERLIN

IS not an easy thing to b¥ responsible

to the entire world in your job, to know
that should you make a mistake the world
might erupt in war.-For that reason it s
understandable that Gen. Luclus Clay has
asked often in the past months to be re-
lieved in’ Berlin.

As United States Military Governor in
Germany and commander of United States
~forces In Europe. Luclus Clay worked very
hard. The pressure during the months of
the blockade became great and travelers
returning from Europe told Administration
officlals that Clay's health was bad. that
he might “crack up” If he were nét re-
lieved. - / )

President Truman has relieved the Gen-
eral. John J. McCloy. president of the In-
ternal Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, will replace him on May 15

- SBome have been wondering why the
Prmdem has finally agreed to accept Gen.

Clay’s resignation. True, the Jessup-Malik
\talks on the blockade were In progress
when Clay's transfer was announced, but
there had been no decision, situation
‘was still touchy. And If anyone thought the
announced plans for formation of a West-

ern German state s the last word on that
nation they were indeed optimistic. ¢

1t has been suggested that Clay and the
civilian agencles charged with the govern-
ment of Berlin were often out of step, that
the General had not been able to adapt
himself to clvilian diplomatic procedures.
It has been sald that he operated in a
high-handed military manner. ,

There has also been talk that the Gen-
eral falled to co-operate In the breaking-
up of the German trusts. Charitable ob-
servers In Berlin say Clay was misled by
those who stood to gain from keeping the
cartels Intact.

The truth of General Clay's mistakes In
Berlin may never be known: It-may be that
he made no major mistakes.

Nevertheless, as General Clay leaves Ber-
I, the city iIs n a relatively peaceful
state; as an East-West trouble spot it has
assumed secondary Importance. For the
part General Clay played in maintaining
peace during a trying period, this nation
will be grateful; it will_view such Imper-
fections as he may have In the light of his
heavy sburden of responsibility.

HIGHWAYS IN BAD SHAPE

warning voiced by Director Ma
Donald of the U. §. Public Roads Ad-
ministration, elsewhere on this page, bodes
11l for North Carolina’s primary road sy:
tem because the 1949 General Assembly
fted the maximum weight for trucks from
56,000 to 60,000 pounds.

‘The Legislature did proyide a safeguard:
it ;authorized the State Highway Commis-
slon to designate welght limits for each
road in the state so that the heaviest ve-
hicles would be required to travel on those
roads capable of carrying them.

It would seem the better part of wisdom
for the new Highway Commission to get
busy without delay on this project, and
further the State Highway Patrol to
acquire such equipment as needed to en-
force . adequdtely the weight limits. Else
the Commission might get so bogggd down

Governor Scott’s rural road ram—
provided it is approved by the people—that
it might not get around to this important
actl

rom The St. Louis Star-Times -

There has been a great deal of talk about
the new secondary road program, and little
about our primary roads, many of which
are in woeful state. We’still have in North
Carolina 18-foot highways carrying as
many as 6,000 vehicles a day, it was
estimated by the récent Highway Commis-
sion that it would require $350 million to
UL our primary roads in modern condition,

They were — most of them — bullt in
the '20s when cars and trucks were small.
Many of them are hopelessly out of date.
We still have many narrow, weak bridges.
Maintenance costs alone are terrific, esti-
mated at $98 million for the next four
years.

In consldering the whole road program,
1t should be remembered that the primary
roads produce 80 per cent of the State's
gasoline tax revénue (excluding munici-
palities), and that we may lose more than
we gain If we let them deteriorate further
under the heavy pounding of modern ve-
hicles while we spend al) our time and
money on a secondary road system.

BLOW TO ‘FAIR TRADE'

'wa Florida Supreme Court has voided
that state's 10-year-old “fair trade”
Jaw. No longer can the manufacturer of
trade-marked goods set minimum prices
and force all retailers to adhere to them.
The law, sald the court, was against the
public Interest; it created a monopoly,
stifled competition and was an excessive
use of the police power.

Te are many people who ghare the
eourt’s view of this kind—of legislation.
Yet in 45 of the 48 states lawy similar to
Florida's have -enacted. 1In some of

up under court tests.
. in short, Is contrary

a national trend to-
ward price fixing by state law.

Missour! happens tb-be one of. the three
states where “fair trade” has been resisted.
The fight has been bitter at times, and the
wupounu of a “falr trade” law have had

argument in the fact that 45
ouur states had such laws. Now the num-

bgr is Teduced to 44. The proponents’ case

s weakened a bit by that. It is weakened
more by’ the“court's flat denunclation of
the principle.

Minimum price laws, it has been demon-
strated repeatedly, mean & geperally high-
ef level of prices than prevafl under free
competition. They penalize the consumer
and they take away from the enterprising
merchant the right to conduct his business
in his own way.

The Missouri Legislature has been com-

niendably stubborn In its refusal to enact a -

‘air trade” law. It should be strengthened
in this stand by what the Florida court has
sald about such laws after a ten-year trial,

Times cblnze. In the old days our Con-
gressmen us all the garden seed we
needed and 'e -pnrecl:ued the favor so
much that we gave him our votes. Now if
‘he doesn't give us alrports, steel plants,
water projects, subsidies and pensions.-we
ask n'm to stay at home. — Pittsburg

(Tezas) Pamta

3 ) Dickey\Front

National Highway Problem

Big Trucks And Roads

(From The Baltimore Evenink Sun)
VERLOADED trucks are mmmum Amencnn
highways. That is the opinion of H,

MacDenald, director of the Federal Pubic Roads: At
minstration.

Mr. MacDonald expressed his views recently In a
speech before the American Road Buliders Assochi-
tion, and the text s published . in the  April lssue of
“American Highways” What Mr. MacDonald has to
say is of particular interest in Marvland et this
time, eneral Assembly passed a bill to rate
load’ limits in this State. Governor Lane has yet to
sign or to veto

What happens when trucks use roads to haul
loads heavier than those for which the roads were
constructed?  Mr. MacDonuld gives the answer
e hax occurred on all type of high-type
pavements.” he says. “Bltuminous pavements are
made“rough and rutled. ~ Excessive pressures shove
and knead the surface out of shape Concrete pave-
ments are subfected to pumping at fomts, followed
by ranid deterforation of the whole surfice

- g benestic o ehrercte pavemard
through jolnts and through the soll at the ed
ea over a lolnt In 4 conerete pave:

bent downward Several pas-
sages of -the heavier truck wheels cnuse the forma-
tion of a soupy mud. Soon the massage of a truck
wheel forces this materlal out throush the Jolnts
and at the edge of ments. Muddy water hay
been squirted as much as three or four fret ints
the air. The action s almost identical with that
occurrihi’ when one-steps on a board Ivlng on wet
ground and muddy water quirts out

~“Whenever oumping occurs the safl fs eiected
from beneath the pavement. Soon fthat portion of
the pavement s without suberade suppoit. and n
heavy wheel ks it off from the rest of tie
slab. Then the action begins all over at the new

am;

.crack. onlv the action fs now accentuated by heavy

wheel load tmpacts caused by surface roughness re-
sulting from the first break. . With every rain the
heavy loads cause damage at an accelerated pace

ERE 15 conclusive evidence that this damage i<
caused by Dheavy wheel loads. Pumping v
it was of little consegiience durinz the 2
K‘hnrlc!trmlulb it occurred on clay soils known
to be inferfor as road sunport. Now
widespread. and includes pavements s
reearded ax excellent rond support, This matter har
been the ‘subject of serfous studv by practically every
highwav research agency, and thev reach the sam
éonclusion—the damage occurs only on pavements
sublected to frequent heavy, wheel loads and par-
tieularly overloads <

find that the outer lanes of four-lane
pavements used by thé heavier vehicles suffer dam-
age not found on the inner lanes. Where numerous
trucks carry loads to a particular destination and
return emnty, thev find a significant increase in dam-
age on the pavement carrying the most loaded
vehicles.”

the threat to Marviand lighways both
old and new and still to 'be constructed. that the bill
to tncrease load limits posed. the chawrman of the
State Roads Commission fought agninst its passage
and has urged the Governor to vl . 16 s aiviee

he has been “Jolned by the and director of
public works of Baltimare Cits and by Mr  Mac-
Donald.

The bill was sponsored by the Morviand Motor
Truck Assoclation. Mr. MacDonald (addressed him-
self directlv to the polnts that the tiuckers make in
support of ‘thelr position.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

\/

“Truck operators.” he sald. “have sald that pre-
vention of damage to bituminous pavements,
the pumping and breakage of concrete are technical
matters; that engincers must.find and apply &
remedy | This i true only to the extent the design
of roads fails to provide for loadings within the legal
mits The chief destructive factor is overloading
far bevond the legal limits, By
“We are faced primarily with the problem of
manteining the existing hichways with' the funds
Iy available for the purpose. We‘cannot mate-
ter the design’ of surfaces already in place
except by reconstruction.

We cannot dig beneath the
urface and place material in the subgrades of greater
load resistance except at prohibitive cost—a

thit the heavy truckers would not be willing or abie
ta par

<uggestion thit load lmits be raised. grad-
over a period of years, Mr. MacDonald re-

the
nally
ples

“No policy would be more wasteful of public funds.
Highway encineers can change their deiens to meet
aents. bul there Is no method of raising

milciee to hicher standards except by
reconstruetion  Alvays we would have a large
mileaze of earlier roads being subjected to destruc-
tive forces

*New highways are planned to last for a con-
siderable perfod of vears. The starting point in
their design Is determination of the loads that wil be
Irgalls tmposed during that. d limits
must be carefully fixed and rlnldl) aherea to

Talim of heavy truck overators that savings
© teflected in widespread public
I+ holds true oniv to the extent that truck
15 do not destroy capital investment i the

and ncrease matntenance costs ™

fact s of couise. that we have more old
ronds than we possibly can have new. As Mr. Mac-
Donald points out. *During the two decades 1920 to
1940, the malor mileage of today’s princival highway:
was constructed. “This mileage has now been in serv
fce an average of around eichteen vears

the public’s Interests. then. the major problem
keen o verv larce miloage of old ronds in condition to
carry the rapldly increasing traffic.”

Mpintenance costs alreads are high. “This year,
nccording to'Mr MacDonald. “the maintenance cos
are estimated for state, county city and local ro:
cents
Even such
a comparison does not reveal the cost of keeping the
present road svstem in operation, because a large

erat
highways

p'('d:tﬂ‘l beyond the possibility of maintenance.”

People’s Platform

A Suggestion -
CHARLOTTE

Editors, THe News:

S a result of the recent city primary, and as &

token of good will and co-operation with the in-

coming administration,

cause his picture ta be shown in the papers one tme
mare. showing him presenting the kevs of the city—
i any are left—to Mavor-clect Vietory Sh

—J. T. AKERS.

rve
Is to

Joseph Also,

- Another Stalemate?

WASHINGTON

OW that the Berlin blockade is

to be lifted, the policy-makers

“are rather in the situation of chil-
dren with a quarter to spend at the

candy store. ones are
wonderfully pnm. but do mnot
twste as good as they look. The
sour balls are ratber dull but
cheap, and last forever in the
mout hocolates_are the

best, but you gel so few for the
money. The decislon s ugony)
The decislon. that Is now agoniz-
ing the policy-makers Is simply the
decision on the best way of deal-
ing with the Russians at the Coun-
cil_of Foreign Ministers meetings
that will be held whemr the block- -
ade ends. Rightly or wrongly, the
Soviets are expected to _propose
that every one get out of Germany
nans to their

er made. Bul this time it seems
more.
‘The poll m-k ers’ agony arises
from the fact that the uptckd
Boviet offer will decided];
tempting. On the one hand, re
is every reason to believe that m=
anti-Communist Western
would take over a re-united Ger-
um be a heavy loss

ll
armed. litary  police
force of out 30,000 men. chieliy
war prisoners Who
vulumrered in order to escape from
. Internment camps. With

such poor Instruments in their
hands. the Krelnlm can hatdly

organizer of Ger-
man_union.

On  the other hand, the Soviet
position In Eastern Europe will be
endered infinitely more difficult, 1t

Germany s re-united ler non- *
Communist auspices. For what Is
now the Soviet zone of Germany
would then become an ‘enormons
bulge in the iron curtain, pressing
into Poland and down against

vakia, serving as a con-

y Other things
being cqual, the reurm\em of the
N

Marquis Childs

,Change In

WASHINGTON _

HE ending of ihe -Berlin block-

ade is certainly a cayse for re-
Jolcing, since it liquidates M\t of
the most difficult and ticklish sit~
uations of this hair-trigger postwar

. one in authority has
any illusions that it will mesn &
magical transformation in every de-
partment of USA-USSR relations

It is considered, rather, to be a
change in Soviet tactics. The Rus-
sians are realists in these matters.

e blockade was a net loss for
the Sorlet. Union tin It was more

ostly for East Germany than for
w;u Germany.

Therefore, the contest for con-
trol of Germany and Europe must
be transferred another _field.
Some hints of what that field will
be have already come from the So-
viets in Berlin. The Russians will
strive for.a unified Germany
which a German Community Party
will play a dominant and decisive
part

The fabulous alrlit, umh delux-
ed the blockade, will dis-
mantled entirely. urudu-lly rcmmd
It . & nucleus will be kept
that can be quickly bullt up if and
when another emergency arises.

The retirement of Gen. Lucius D. ,
Clay, who has come through the
fantastic perils of the Berlin con-
troversy, ~ will mean _important
changes in German policy. Above
all, these changes will be on the
economic side.

has been at odds with of-

cized for failing to carry out the
decartelization of German indus-
try under officlal policy laid down
by President Truman. In a recent
interview Clay defended his eco-
nomic assistants and rejected the
criticlsm aumed at them by a Spe-
clal committee sent (36m the United
States to’ survey the way in which
decartelization had—or had not—
been carried out
NEW TEAM ON FIELD

Now It appears likely that a new
team will take over. The belie!
hete fs that John L. McCloy, at
present head of the Intemational
Bank, has been persuaded Lo become

Russians from their German 2008
would have to be nﬂum
‘beginning of their retirement from
all’ of Europe.

Such are {he temptations. The
contrary factors are also strong.

General evacuation of Germany
departure of

would miean

pe.
actually want those farces increase

Leaving the Germans to * their
own’ devices wi

man government. Yet plans
have just been car-
d ] to completion with ine

was designed to appeal (o the Ger-
mlm

oo early to say pndul
'hAl. lhe Interminable ll'ﬂy

here may modified
when a small mission+ g0 1o
Paris ngxt week, to out an
agreed strategy with h Fore
eign Minister

o Schuman.
None the less, tie’ general trend is
plain.
To the proposai
many we shall probably reply : i
the “affirmaitve. - sugges only
that each of the four
one
the de-
mand for German unity, we shall
probably answer that our new West
German government is a club, which
Germa

Dy can .
ever the Russians will let the East
Germans the rules, This will
represent apparent progress. - But
then the seemingly
sues — Germany’s

hall plan, the fate of the in-
dustries the Russians have

. And*
will be stalemate, with not
all finally. agreed to.

Strategy

tmrlmuvuunnﬂmlnlmud

the U. 8. zone in Germany, s

This Is not an ssignment that
seek out.

clitzen with & strong
close and

He has a friendly re-
lationship with Paul Hoffman, head
European ald program. If

could
through a successful w

hip.

They have many similarities of
lemperament. Both ars healthy ex-
troverts wi . above, all, & fa-
ey foe umu “along With peo-

Both men tend to apply the
Tt o practicality to what they
do. They both have a remarkable
capacity for hard work.

Hoffman feels that the next few
months afe critical for the recove
ery of Europe and especially with
respect o Prance and Oemuny.
He hapes to see
gram mmunn that prriod l'hlch
would mean that be would not con-
template a change before the end
of the year.

An intergsting sidelight in this po=
ltically coriscious town is that some
wfluential Democrats feel Hoffman,
# Republican, should be got out of
the way because’ his success might ,
bulld him up as a GOP candidal
for 1952, There are even. it Is said,
ambitious Republicans who feel the
same way.

A third member of the team will
be Averell Harriman, head of ECA
i Europe. Harriman, often men
tioned as a possible successor to
Hoffman, s now in Washington
conferring on future ECA policy.
As Ambassador to Moscow he had
broad txptﬂl.'nct in the troubled
fleld of East-West relations.

The best :hum‘c for Communism

ion

paralled opportunity to contribute
to a stable—and demotratic — Bu-
rope and at the same time they will
have one of the toughest tasks that
could “ossibly be imag!

Mother’é Never Missed Until Too Late -

(Ed. Note—With Mothers' Day tomorrow, Drew Pear-
son's column today (akes the form of a letter to his daugh-
ter about his mother.)

i . WASHINGTON
Mrs. George Arnold
Los Angeles, California
Dear Daughter,

'k on Grandmother's birthdas
Romansville, Pa.. uear Swarthmore,
wish that you could have been with me. The mavle trees
were haltway In leaf and so delicate—the wav she loved
them. The dogwood was pink and white. and the tree she
planted in front ‘of our old house has grown so big that
she could scarcely have recognized it—but it lacks the care
it had when she was alive,

And the violets, that she loved so much. seemed even
more blue and tender, Your Aunt Ellen and I planted some
on her grave.

April 1o me Is the year's mast beautiful month—the
month when the world comes to life again. and when she was
born—and died. It seems & long Ume now. and yet 10 short

time. . .~ 80 short a time as the vears gallop by

T don't know how well you remember Grandmother Pear-
ton. She died a few nlh\t nll(r l war started that she
prayed would never happen— which sae. In her peace-
ful Quakerlike way. nho\x’n tq-lld hn\ been avoided

She never made he a randmother Patter-
#ori, nor bullt up a newspaper. &S‘t love that still

greater monument

T went up to
her grave [

remalns in the hearts of others may be

‘I Remember Mother’
thing I remember most about my Mother Is the things
1 wanted to do with her when she was alive—but didn't.
‘You never realize what it is not to have a mother, until she
is gone. and when the only thing that is left is’a grave and
memi

an be so full and satisfying ‘But they can

50 be m Sith regret—regret for the things vou never
md with your mother that she wanted you ¥ do—the trips

<he wanted vou to take with her, the books she wanted you
to read. the plavs she wanted you to see.

Amr Father died in San Prancisco, T took her down to
Calif. where I had to speak. There Is an artists’
calony nearby and quits a nice hotel. It was a short trip,
hut how Mother loved #t. T can still remember putting her
on the s T went south and she went north. We were
ther. only a day. bul she looked s happy—just for
rding A little time with her eldest son

here were so many other davs I could have spent witn
~but didn't And then suddenly it was too late, I couldn't

her
spend them with her anymore.

Two Pioneer Women

HAVE sometimes thought that if she had to go, it was

better that she went before President Truman threw a
name at me which according to common usage reflected on
her. Tt would have hurt her terribly.

The funny thing is that my Mother was something like
Hurry ‘Truman's Mother. though T wasn't as lucky as he'in
hasing mine with me so\long. Both were pioneer women
from neighboring states, ohe from Missouri, the other from

anas

Mother was born in Humboldt, Kans.. about the time the
Santa Fe xm—?(?ulumx its tracks down to the
Indtan Terr er ca
pioneers. beginning with her first great-grandfather, Andreas
Wolf. who arrived in Philadelphia from Germany in 1732
and helped to settle Lancaster Another grand-
tather was killed by the Indians along the Susquehanna in
1781; then gradually the family pushed West, to Madison

County, Ohio. ere my ather (my
Mother's father) pushed on to Kansas.
He was a schoolteacher. a farmer and a dentist—a tall,

thin man with a beard. and T still have a picture of him
holding vou. his first great-granddaughter. when you were
#ix months o

Grandtather Wit was one of the few dentists In South-
east Kansas at that time, and he also made trips nm to the
Indian Territory to pull teeth for the Indians.

' \

busy. T don't know how A dentist he was, but T
know that he was a good Fa! ner bccullne Mother was m.y
eight months old when her mother died.

The Last Spring

ELL. those are some of the things T thought about lass

wrek during mv trio un to the old Priends’ meeting house
where Mother is buried, and where the trees stand so
serene and peaceful over the headstones that you wouldn't
lhl.nk zm 'nrld was such & troubled place in which to live.

t back to the tmes Mother used to spank

with the oinEr side of the hoarin
She couldn't hurt anyone. She didn't know how. And T
thought of all the times T was thoughtless and not much
company for her'when Father was away.

And T thought -houl the Spring when Mother died. ml\
too was a lovely April. The rest of the world was nok

war as If by worrying she
her that at the rate Hitler
way we could keep out of it, but she kept and pray-
Ing just the same.

Mother had been unhappy and restless after Father died.
She was torn between seelng her children in Washington
her children in Swarth: She missed her own home,
yet wns too lonesome

could prevent it.

‘mingly content for the first time since
Fringlorsic 3 Mgl Join him.
I have sometimes thought that the comiry
which she hi hard to
and that she was glad to die
o long time ago, but T still miss her, and can'
help thinking no- much she would have loved being & greate
grandmother to your new son.
Much love from. 5
Your Father, ¥

ler was going there was no possible
hoping

.



