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AN IMPERATIVE SCHOOL PROBLEM

'Im‘l (Middle District Federal Court In
Greensboro now has a sult before it
“eharging that Negro children in Durham
are not getting & square deal In schooling,
they Have only “outmoded and inade-
school bulldjngs.

was 1168 s & complaint by &
of Negro parents, but it is being
by the Nart.h Carclina Conference

the U. 8. Constitution.
PR

LL over the country, the NAACP has
been winning such cases, and on the

basis of statistics on white and Negro
, achool buildings in North Carolina, they're

likely to win here! A_court presented with
& set of figures like this would not have
much trouble making a declsion about
“equal and adequate” facllities:

Average Investment im school buildings
per pupll (1943-44:

White: from a high of $459.19 in Curri-
tuck County to $40.53 in Cherokee County.

Negro: from & high of $187.56 in) Stanly
County to a low of $2.13 in Gates County.

These figures are taken'\from the recent
State Education Commissidn report. The
report further took note of the difference
in “educational facilities for whites and
Negroes as follows:

Negro schools deserve special consid-

Tequired for entrance to college.

Further evidence. of the inequality be-
tween' white and Negro achools s the fact
that while 70 per cent of the white “ele-
mentary classrooms in North Carolina were
considered “satisfactory” by the Educa-
tion Commission, only 43 per cent of the

THE 1920 BOND ISSUES

TILL another public misconception
million

about the $200 bond fssue is the
general pression, fostered by the pro-
ponents of the , that our present.

W.nf State roads is largely due to our
to borrow $115 million in the

Governot Beott. and his battery of

t get the idea from all this
bonds, and bonds alone,
ible for our roads. It is

L
Z
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Negro elemenury classrooms met the Com-
mission’s legel for “satisfactory.

In high schools, 84 per cent o! the class-
. rooms for white students were satisfac-
tory, only 61 per cent*in the Negro schools.
Special instructional classrooms In 64 per
cent of the white s¢hools were satisfactory,
whereas only 50 per cent were satisfac-
tory in Negro ldwo

. . ..
S FAR as eumnt State contributions to
education are , there is lit-
tle or no discrimination. ‘hu)ur salarles
are the same, transportation facilities are
about the same, free textbooks go to white
and Negro children alike.

Such. discrimination as does exist comes
at the local level where responsibility for
school bulldings and other fixed facilitles
rests. And there is where the test will be
made and the lssue fought out. \

No dispassionate, fair-minded person can
deny the.simple injustice of the present
system. But a mere admission that the sit-
uation exists is not enough. The question
1s: What are we going to do about it?

Do the counties have enough borrowing
capacity, or would the citizens be willing to
vote the indebtedness on themselves, to
provide equal school facllities for Negro
children—an amount which will run into
many millions of dollars?

Wil not -the $25 milllon from State
school bonds be. subjected to such court
_tests? If 1t it allocated on an average dally
membership basis, will there not be court
rulings that it must be spent among whites
and Negroes on an average dally member-
ship basls?

If Federal ald to education is used for
anything except teacher salaries, or other
currently equalized Btate school expen-
ditures, will not those funds also be sub-
Ject to court test?

This thing has tremendous Implications.
It has been approachiing for years. Some-
how an answer must be found, and it would
seem imperative for the edu forces
in North Carolina ,local and state, to begin
thinking seriously about that answer.

In the 28 years from 1921 to 1948, the
highway revenue from all sources added up
to = grand tota) of $965,670,226, as follows:

Note that we have gotten more money
from Federal ald than from those bonds;
that motor vehicle taxes have produced al-
most twice as much; and that gasoline
taxes have brought us nearly four times as
much,

‘When one stops to consider, also, that it
has already cost us $89 in interest to retire
$92 of the $115 million in bonds, the net
contribution to the road system from those
bonds becomes somewhat less than Gover-
nor Bcott would have us belleve.

The people may decide to gamble again.
1t they do so after being given all the in-
formation on both sides, no one will quar-
rel with their decision.

THE WORLD CAN CRITICIZE . . ..

charge that Senator McCarthy
(R-Wis.) leveled at the Senate Armed

*1 accuse the subcommiitee of being afraid
of the facts. 1 accuse it of attempting (o
‘whitewash a stmmeful episode in the history
dwm lmllcvulella!
Yoo, and he
oflhlm of men nﬂwm
th valor and distinction In the

ing evidence that American interrogators
subjected the Nazi suspects to brutal beat-
ings in order to get them to confess. These
brutalities, he said, were “greater than any
we have ever accused ‘either the Russians
or Hitler-Germany of employing”.and were
in such forms “ as only could be devised by
warped minds.”

The Incidént which made lhe Senator
blow his top was the refusal of Chalrman
Baldwin of the subcommittee to permit the
use of a lie detector in examining the

» Americans charged with the brutalities.

SBenator McCarthy was talking about one
of the black chapters of World War II—
the - massacre of American prisoners at
Malmedy. He doesn't excuse, or condone
the action of, the Nazis who petpetrated

But it, to-him, was just the final straw.
8en. McCarthy is.not attacking the In-
tegrity of the U. 8. armed forces; he is try-
ing to. uphold it. 8o long as the nation is
deprived of the full facts of the case by &
Congressional “whitewash”, the cloud of

the Infamous murders and who have since

been tried and convicted.

But he ltne!rely believes the overwhelm-

and practice of justice.

Frorm The Winston-Salem Sertinel

~ MECKLENBURG'S ABC STORES

HARLOTTE is frequently used by pro-
hibitionists as a bad example.

CTharlotte, on the other hand, is used by
advocates of ABC stores as a good example.

Often the same statistics are used b
pro-ABC people and by anti-ABC debaters
to “prove” what they say is right.

In a battle of statistics one thing be-
comes clear: there is not much difference
in the general run of life in a community
whether or not the community has ABC
stores. Findings of the Winston-Salem
Committee of One Hundred Indicate that
since there 1s no noticeable change In,
wélfare, health, safety and cultural

- of citizens in a county having ABC stores e
as opposed to a city not having ABC stores,
1t all comes down to a matter of control of

the sgle of liquor.

Charlotte newspapers reported last week
that revenues from ABC stores were help-

"6 Meckienburg County.

Cut 30 Cents Off Tax Rate.”

into the

the expenses of that county.,

his program.

bits
Greenville (8. C.) Piedmont.

“inte _the women to make

suspicion will linger over the U. ! theory

A Charlotte Observer headline stated:
“ABC Profits Paving Huntersville Streets.”
In other words, nnnue which used to go
of bootleggers and other

lawless elements now is used to help pay

President Truman ls cracking the pa-
tronage whip over the heads of SBouthern
Democrats who haven't gone ulong wm\

t, Harry, a
ffllw get tangled umn a hlll:lumlke whlp
one time and fall right off a wagon. —

A local man, married almost fifty years,
atill ‘ean’t Hndtrﬂlnl what it is that gets
them want to
furniture back and forth each

The Charlotte News read, “ABC Funds To -

- From Behind The

Umon Progress In The South

" Ten Years With The TWUA

By BOB SAIN
Charlotte News Staff Writer

™ cnnumu Bryant Park last week. several hun-
Teons settled down at tables or on the grass
to talk with friends and hear a e spee
They were téxtile w ers to loomfixers
—and they were memhm of the Textlle Workers
Union of Americs, CIC eto Thay were celebrating that
union’s tenth anni
‘Some of them had been uaion ‘members for &
score of years—not TWUA members, however. lor the
TWUA was to the Bouth. And as unions
was new to

1t had come into the South on a large scale about
ern Organizing

aggressive. They thought it nuun-n
mmmo-mmmﬂmmzrnm hand

list of reasons why the CIO's Southern Organ-

izing Drive didi‘t meet with immediate success and
still has but tm'.y per cent of the South's textile
worun, would be a long one. Here are a few of

1 rmers just “plain didi't like” unions.
They are mamamnm long accustomed after sears of
solation to working by—snd for—themselves

lsm, stemming from the
earlier plantation system under which most of the
early textile workers had lived. kept workers bound
to the men who ran the plants. The ties were of
kinship sometimes, friendship, and long sssoctation
Many of the early mill owners Knew all their workers
by name: in the smaller plants some of them s
(3) Anti-SBemitism and reglonalism played
Anti-labor people told the workers that Jews and

Yankees ran all.the unipns and
s sucker, "Ant-Bemitism 1s ot
in vosue; se: ot Intrequently clever letters attempt to

the union by svelling out the “foreign™
e some of thelr eaders.

(4) Many mills have beat the union to the punch,
when—and often before—the union did.
governmental ma-

much trouble, for the Southem organizing drive as
any one of the other reasons.

The CIO could think of & dosen other reasons
why only fwenty per cent of the workers have
signed up.. < 5
A CTUALLY, however, the 10 didn't expect sudden

ace . That
term
the CIO thought it could sweep t
years, while the union was planning

program,
1t's & two-pronged program. the TWUA i at-
emnting to put into effect. -1t 1 both economic and
poljtical.
The declares that it has achiieved these

unfon
economiz_benefits for its members in the Southern
textile Industry: an increase in wages from an average
of 36 cents an hour in 193 (o $1.10 an hour now:
paid vacations: overtime and, holidey pay; seniority

Drew Pearson’s

\
‘Iron” Curtain

provisions that provide orderly procedures for transe
fers, promotions, 183-ofts and recalls: reporting par,
-mxcn “cuts into, the hit-orumise spe stem

f job placement, and the casual lppro-ch to the
hle m(em of mplo)‘(ﬂem in the textile industsy,
whereby any ‘hand’ required, and
B an could eal s o8 his o

The unfon says it has betteted the living condi-
tions of the worker in the field of health {nsurance,
“where today three-fourths of the workers are covered
by hospital care. sick pay. and maternity benefits.

Politcally in North Carolin anyway. the TWUA
is hard at work. The textlle workers are impostant
“Dnited Labor Plitical Committee tor
North Carelina.r

In the 1048 elections the uLPONG

lished 8,

WASHINGTON

booklet: “Program for tha Pecple of N
n which a detailed ledlllvcnhnmhmm It WITH tardiness the press
commented on legislation - has taken recognition of a
, veterans, adult education, health, social ~ Ppretty mii:n tuation. The facts °
unco 3

North Carolina . Ly lnw the gbolition
of ‘the sates] tax and the mahmmrnt of M
taxes to t the small home owner.’

The TWUA has specifically decllred that it does
not seek to dominate the worker politically, only m
free him from the domination of the campa
“Meterial gains” the union paper “Textile Labor
declares, “are still the smaller part of TWUA's record.
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fer it-to happen now. But he

wants the n!tmlnvavlnm
massively m!
becomes a p, stabilizing

Keyserling ,
These. are. extteasely brief and
crude of complex. and

ree Press’

mum-&m-ﬁ
‘was the late Ployd L. Odriisle, utfl-
ity tycoon. .

Carlisle, born and brought up

‘Watertown, had gone to New York
City_ to become Chalrman of the

Par greater. and far more imvortant to the nation, 13 A fAct to plut alongside the scan- s pewspaper in which he believed.
i the new position of textile workers as citizens dal of editors, theoretically respon<  On the other side was m-"r-
thanks to their unfon. textile workers have risen far  Alble for independent judgment. ac-  towm boy who had gone to the. eity
beyond Industrial serfdom cepting pay from a corrupt political and . there; carved out an empire
- s s e and power. '
E anti-labor viewpoint—and it has far more sup- ON HIS SIDE
porters in the South than the pro-labor view- utilities sent fn o
point—holds that the tnion member is virtually e ubiiies oenk 1 Pighpeisat
forced to vote the union Way and. says the anti-labor ddent fairly early that
man, the unjon way is socialism. One Southerner not supply what Johnson
actually thought that to be & member of a union Jears in creating — the
'V\‘II‘ had to ll‘n \mlr vote over to the union. That of &
sn't_true, and Charlotte'’s own TWUA
Tembers’ il uu o that ihey often disagree with rlule bad power but mot i8-
—an st—the CTO's nolitical platform. . That is an important. dif-
or Southern _Organizing which men of great, wealth
driée has & long wav to g0 vet. f¢ will be many never understand.
vears before the unfon can. in the words of it gen- before the crash of 1929,
eral officers, “bring tha benefits of organization to litles gave up in w‘
#ll the textile workers in the United States and Standard to Johnsow, Ae-
Canada; to raise their living standards stil] further: the challenge ‘J‘i one
and to extend and strengthen thelr democratic In the town, be' worked
right« in the mill and in the community.” to try to insure that
But, like it or not the Southerneg cannot but the Times was not RaITow of preju-
realize the come & long in ten years liced. He printed opinion and in-
and an ev way in its two vears in the tion widely differing from
South. With the further ind tion of the editorial .views of the peper.
South the union e As new in- became more /and more
Iready uni slready financially, - Johnson
Tesigned o organised labor—move into the Bouth. the Dever lost sight of the fact that
textile industry will more and more find itself deating newsman responsible
with labor. ly expanding the horison
North Carolinw's administration, the “Go For- news. You did not have o
ward” program of Gov. Kerr Scott, s avowedly pro- community very long to
Tobor: 0 s Tha. national adminstration. of Harve what & force this editor-
Truman, who eives major credit for his election to the through the years.
Iabor vote. -Hartlsy law, mafor protection One of his convictions was on This s what we call success in
of Southen mill owners. will probablv come out of  Publicly owned power. He believed America. But for those who work
the 8lst Conaress weaker If rot criopled. that a public monopoly would bring in and have’s deep affection for
ne_TWUA among them—gained much dur-  lower rates and just as good service the instjtution of the press, I think
ing the sdminitration of FDR and thex nafled |© 43 & private monopoly. Joh it'a important to note that it 1s s
down. with demonstrations of their voting power. waged a vigorous, unflinching eam- lot “mors than financial success.
Now—seventeen years a ol the door  Palgn for a municipally owned pow- That was essential. But without the
to labor—unions are trying to recover from some of er plant for Watertown, ot iny t Johnson gave to
their more recent setbacks. and south of the original He won that fight and at the community it would have count=
structure they'e clearing ground for some new addi-  same time he won the enmity of than * commereial
powerful private-utility interesta. any line of business.

Merry-Go-Round

AS Mrs. Mon Wallgren, wife of the llhlﬂt butfeted

ex-Governor of Washington, who finally caused President
Truman to withdraw her husband's name as chairman of
the Nmoml secnmy Resourct

rees rd.
ore, Wallgren had offered to drop out of the.

battle for Senate mnm-mluon h
The Senate's rejection wi us a personal alap at
Truman and he asked his ola semf.e huddy to stick it out.
This week, however, Mrs, Wallgren told her husband she
couldn't take it any longer, pleaded with him to categorically
'ﬂhdrl' It was thl
Waligren, an A-1 B‘ﬂltot 1s fed up with ‘Washington,
D. C.. has several private job cffers, wants to see no more
of Government.
But the tragic fact r-ulm that Missouri-mule st
has bogged down one of
‘The, National Security

'l'ruman wouldn't hear of
1

1o zero, wil
at each «lmn throats.

‘Top Secrecy’ Cloak

HAT goes on Inside the board is top secret, but certainly
the gubuc is at least entitled to know whether n .
functioning s ite this, officials are usin

cloak of -ecmy to hide what the board isn't doing Irme-d
of lhnt u is doing.
an lllustration of how the secrecy run-around

met Wallgren’s sppointment, Press Charlie
Schwars sadly replied that this was classified information.
't produce e directive 1t wag classified, but

n ‘Kreager, had oo, Later

A!nmu in  Spring. {;Lamar (Mo)
[

Schwars called to say that he had found the minutes of the
rd. agreeing not to tell what went on at the meetings. He
lmernrvud mL\ o méen that the number of meetings should

l’lnl lruth Sl lhe board lum'l met at all -lncl the Wall-
gren fight began. 1S Was reve lesa cautious -
board official who quickly ldd'rd that the bcll’d "vmhbly"
meets "1n(orm b’ after Clblnel Inn
n given tion by Presidential
Allllhnl .Yohll Ellelnnn the mnch hll(ln‘ part-time chair-
But Steelman already had his hands full before he

gs have been moved ﬁ' vacancels loft *
Johnson and Pelton. \But Gllmore shd om!nr haven't
even been
"The board Al i looking for replacements for more
than 30 lesser lights who became discouraged and quit.
Those remaining are feuding cver policy or brooding “over
lack of work. One fight is over the Stabyishment of a board

of experts on industrial production Information. Suggested  stone.

by Economics Director Glenn McLaughlin, this was opposed
by others who claim they can find the production answers
without high-powered elp.
1ts folog to take heroio efforta by the new chairman to
vital agency
OTE—Truman fough, with every polnkd trick in the
threa

Wallgren Fight Hurt Resources Board




