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CONSUMERS -GET A BREAK

NE of the more important Go Forward
proposals—-to reorganize and ‘strength-
en the State-Utilities Commission — hes

and prospects for favorable action by the
General Assembly are good.
In his inaugural address, Governor Scott

Ourvmiu.mw"llebmnndl-hﬂ

people titled,
mld 2 reguisting public utilities
ve fair and aggressive adminis-
"air tawa designed to protect the
Aerest as well as the nterests of ine
regulating
in some respects, cumbersome,
inadequate to meet modern
. Our Biate Utlicies Commission
nndl to bl supplied with the
of experts so Lhnt n can act prompily

ana et effectively in the public interest..

‘The only logical basis for determining
wutility rates is a fair and reasonable return
on the investmeAt. This is essential if util-
ities are to attract investors, and thereby
obtain the capital necessary for expansion.

As a rule, the utllity representatives who
come before the Commission asking rate
increases are well briefed In strategy and
well fortified with convincing facts and
figures. The Commission hears one side of

THE RIGHT TO KNOW

R many years reporters covering the

North Carolina General Assembly have
sccepted, without arguing too vigorously,
the decision of legislative committees to go
nto executive session while considering
matters df public interest. As a rule the
teporters are permitted: to sit with the
committees in such sessions, provided they
report only the final committee action and
eliminate any reference to the discussion
and arguments.

Some of the newsmen agree to these re-
strictions; others simply leave the room,
trusting their ability to obtain a full report
from friendly committeemen after end
of the session

g1
§

This week the

the story. It does not hear the other side
because the average consumer is simply
not in a position to engage in a battle of
astatistics with_utllity experts.

Thus it falls ugon the Utilities Commis-
slon to represent the public, to subject
utllity claims to a searching examination
in order to determine the need of the re-
quested rate increase. The Commission, in
other words. ‘must be a watch-dog over
utility rates. =

To do this, it mu‘) have skilled wchnlul

It must have
accounting experts to investigate rate ln-
creases and service. And once having ac-

'y the
Commission must be militant in (1) hold-
ing rates down to the minimum level re-
quired for a reasonable return, and (2)
forcing needed expansion of services,

‘The administration measure approved by
the House and sent to the Senate wopld
increase the Commission's membership
from three to five; authorize employment
of technical personnel and assign an as-
sistant attorney general to the Commis-
slon; clarify Commission procedure; and
authorize the Commission to hold hearings
on the question of extension of service by
utilities.

Favorable action by the Senate will mean
better service for North Carolina consum-
ers, and better protection against unjusti-
fled rate Increases.

nied this, sald exetutive sessions had been
the rule since 1920, Net result was that all
reporters except two left the hearing.

It seems that the whole argument about
what the law requires or does not require
1s beside the point. What is at stake is the
right of the people of North Carolina to
know what goes on In leglslative commit~
tees, to have the benefit of arguments and
evidence on both sides of any questions so
that they may be better informed. Any-
thing which abridges this right is highly

erous.

Rep Oscar Richardson of Union County
sald he thought open reporting “would
have a definite bearing” on committee ac-
tion. If he meant that the Joint Appro-

decision to hold an executive session pro-
" woked a storm of protest. Reporters con-
tended the law requires open hearings on
budgetary matters. Chairman Taylor de-

priations would act one way If
reporters were present and another way if
the publlc was not to find out about it,
_then all the more reason why the news-
paper men should have been there.

THE CONGRESSIONAL PRIVILEGE

FTER all, the' Gongress of the United
States iy made up of human beings,
and one could not re; ly expect the
m to be any more lofty or une

selfish than other humans.

‘We've already had one example of Con-
gressional selfishness—the flat pension for
Congressmen, based on length of service,
and payable no matter what other income
® retired or defeated solon might have.
‘This was passed by a previous Congress
which refused to extend Soclal Becurity
benefits to other groups of our people,

And now We have a dual standard on
rent control. On Monday the House passed
and sent to the Senate a rent control bill
for the District of Columbl

‘Truman sought to have written Into the
new national rent control bill. These con-
trols were modified and watered down for
the rest of the natlon.

It was significant that the District of
Columbia bill required a debate of only 30
minutes before being passed by a 247-117
vote, whereas the national rent control bill
took up two solid days of debate.

An explanation for the stricter controls
in the District of Columblia is mnhlned in
# New York Times story:

Wmmﬂhunmh(mmm

the rigid enforcement policles President

A MILLION YEARS TOGO....

“The homo sapiens is exceedingly launh.
It will survive even if the species has two
heads cfter the bomb is used.”

~Dr. Ralph C. Linton,
Yale Anthropologist.
..
ISMISSING as irrelevant the point that
1f man had used his one head in time
there would be no possibility of his having
two, we plunge with some joy into Dr. Lin-
ton's theory that man will be arqund for &
‘while.

“At least a million more years," says Dr.

ton.

‘This optimistic prediction, a forecast
which may long be remembered, was birth-
ed Inauspiciously—in a department store
tea room before a group of teachers of
elementary schools.

Man, Dr. Linton explained, hll a hardy
history. He came down from the trees
(yes, most anthropologists are Darwi
fans) and began to use fire and clothing.

From The Greenville (5. C.) News

‘Then he used weapons to beat his neighbor
over the head.

Did those clubs and chunks of metal
wipe out the race?

Never. We got smarter. We learned how
to make bows and arrows, to shoot guns, to
drop bombs. Finally we learned enough
to create the most destructive weapon in
history, and used it twice.

And s0, here we are, smarter than ever
before, with an atom bomb and a million
more years to go. In that span we will
surely learn new, and even more destruc-
tive, ways to beat our nelghbor over the
head.

The tragedy of it 1s that we are not yet
smart enough to settle our difficulties with
our neighbors by some method less primi-
tive than head-beating. Perhaps, after thg
next atomic war, when we are all running
around with two heads, we will put them
together and work out a way.

After all, four heads are better than two,

DRINKING LESS LIQUOR

DVOCATES of temperance can find

some ground for satisfaction in the

evidences that consumption of liquor is on
the decline in this country.

Louls M. Schneider, a business column~
fst, cltes some striking statistics, on the
poor lot, as he calls it, of the liquor makers.
‘Whisky output is running ahead of con-
sumption. On next July 1, 55 million gal-
lons of 1945-made stuff will attain four-
year age maturity; and another 56 million
gallons will become of “age” in 1950.

But consumption is now down to 50 mil-
Mon gallons. Bales, Mr. Schnelder reports,
now run ten per cent below those of & year
2go.'And for 1948 sales were six per cent
below 1947; while 1947 showed a drop of 23
per cent below 1046

The fight to counteract the evils of 1i-
quor hds taken a more constructive turn
in recent years we think, in efforts to
create a stronger public sentiment In dis-
favor and discouragement of immoderate,
inappropriate and excessive use of intoxi-
cants. Greater emphasis s being given to
the particularly dangerous use of any li-
quor at all under certain-conditions and
clrcumstances; and, for instance, there is
developing a definite thumbsdown public
attitude against drinking, while driving
automobliles.

1t is along these lines, rather than in at-
tempty at legal prohibition of sale' so long
as many still insist on sqge occasional
drinking, that the best permanent results
are likely to be gained in curbing the evils
of intemperate use of ilquor.

Trouble Mukmg Him Drink

People’s Platform .
Fears Pl'h

PEW weeks wgo, while in your fair city, T read

with some interest a featured editorial letter by
the Rev. O. W. Fink. pastor. Grace Methodist Church,
K.lnn Mountain, urging Prohibition's return to y

Y.

f Dr. Fink believes that a return to the form
mmbmnn era is best for the cu.mu nl your Tate:
for the citizens of our cou de 1l the
trag! bonuvnlnl hllh-hcllnl m\lmmmun dayn of

the Capone: etc,, whase xmall
mlnnrﬂy .mup. pr‘cuully dominated and controid
urges. il those who dered stand n their

Vayof € eonumun. an fllegal busini

1 agree with Dr. Fink that um abuse of liquor
drinking is wrong. Some of our citizens do exercise
their free will ds

nnt uses & .m-n group that violate all the rules
moderation in all things, excuse to control
tm majority of decent, law abiding cltizens.
e good doctor's urge of Prohibition upon us i
legging Boys” are waiting for, Thev
Iaw-breakers:

the returti of Prohibition but some_champion
or chunplam of the cause o present their case b6 the
people.
T will state to our readers and for serlous con
sderation toat I e o pot ke mors Interest in our.
. local communities, especially on election day, if the
liquor interests in this country do lean up or
control minor abuses that may and probably do exist
in certain places, we might awaken and sgain find

ol
. with his nd-vermu
chamoing, ready to pronounce those
T 1 nrb(d"—“nmhlhmm"—unln that “noble upm
‘ment” as a former President alibled it.

How strong is the drive to “mop up” America
growing? Let L] -m you some statistica gathered
. o! Siwm

20,000 hul apum elections since repeal, the
dm mn . noou Already a third of the nation
s han 25,000,000 Americans cannot
let‘lb b‘ly . dvlnk of llauor. Ten million cannot buy
in traditionally wet cities like

Kansas,  Mississippl. Kansas_(untii
menuvl had never repealed their constitutional bans
on
ln I“G 947 Congressman of South
Carolina, ﬂry 'lnu'rlully" "(xlerﬂlll"‘ and “eter-
nally”, v o estimate uu t ten per cent of that
ouse of Representatives were for Prohibi-
tion as l mlller o! Drlncluh ihlle most of lhn
Bouthern from

Topolitan areas, 'uuld

, except ]
ote dry s a matter of expe-
diency. On the national front at that ime the drive
of the an unsuccessful attempt to secure
pnnnuyuanmun Capper’s bill to ban in-
bk
Dr. by roszesting that all whole-
lers, and retail df he

salers, liquor ispense;
Btate of North Caroiina_ agree o “quit selling this
of human welfare, and to give all
ummohnummm t, etc” Liquor dis-
trolled,
mediately lose thetr Tient to operate. or
liquors. This is true

dispense
1 over the nation. The good

West Point, Annapolis May Be Comb'

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

vth Army and Navy are going to have some real
when Louts Johnson
Defense. He really

WASHINGTON

all if they were serving under
flag.

No definite decision has
thing in the back of Johnson's mind is to

abolish Anfapolis and West Point as traditional Inlnlnl
Navy.

schools for the Ay and

Johifison has already been
some of h!l Intimate advisers and
points they have placed befors him:

1. Real rivalry between the Army and Navy comes from
top. It doesn't come

the Annapolis-West Polnters at the
from the officers

surprises

takes over as Secretary of National
means business when it comes to scaling
off the century-old crust of Army-Navy rivalry and making
three t the same

been made as yet, but oe
Congress

wklncm:nturmnm
here afe some of the

ibition Return -

tor knowa that boeﬂmlnl - unll'ful n is also

wn by the pastor that taxes are r paid by
h criminals, that an Ineru.- 1n law entobcement
agencies would be necessary to ‘combat the ever-

increasing crimes when bootleggers take over, With
ita speakeasies, its dives, we wondered, worried. where
hildren were at night, and if they were
e streets at all? Today the law compels
Pubiie drinking places to live up to every detal of
the strict laws

nkn of North Ouﬂlnl.
They are
That's the

‘The public citizen:
are In the greatest mn]nmy. decent people.
the voters who will decide this quéstion.
American way of life.

—JAMES P. REILLY.

Scores Slum Conditions
N SPARTANBURG

Editors, Tux News:
nlA\’ T applaud Parks’A. Yandle, a candidate for

the Charlotte City Council,'who in a letter pub-
lished March 22 stated it Is a disgrace “many
Negro families live In muu with ou!door privies,
‘which are used by hro and three famill

But come lo Spartanburg, Mr. Ylndlt and IN
show you after house vuhoul even a privy on
the lot! And these mm ouses are well within
the city limits and some of lh border & college
campus! luch l condition can exist in this
year

Whﬂl on the lub!.l!l of sanitation let me say
that The News is to be commended for ifta stories
and pictures on this touchy subject, Not every pager
has the courage to perform this public service for &
better communit

hen the sub)

1s & shame and disgrace Ject of

troversy instead of an objection. And I ca
whom this last shoe fits or pinches. It is high time
someone raised a stink lboul [ -unk!

N mAdiEIsON.

Note From Africa
Editors, Tuz News®

LACOS, NIGERIA

Hope you will be surprised to got & Ibiter from
unknown African boy and girl. Your famous
seen’in & nnnne,uonh take

‘e faont page

nﬂnbeo!mninun:twulrmmuu
th as to publish our names and addresses

in rwr journal. We want pen
and any other countries to write us.
We are collectors of dollars, magazines, cofns,
view cards, etc. If you can, kindly publish our name
and addresses in the next nubuc-uan M your famous
paper after you receive this m be much

pleased and ‘at the same time

vdllm-lutefbﬂllnyw‘lh

and anywhere else who will write us through your

Thanks in advance for your kindness and for the
/ tmmediate attention.
—LUCKY. (For all).

l|nl|lllMd scholastic figure, such as
a! Harvard, would

Civil Rights Again .

ormmu!nn-x leaders lnumauu
from K¢ was a
ment of the eivi rights prwnm.
Senate Majority Leader

but on the hotl

A committee of noted educators under

the best solution to the Secretary of Nnﬁm-l Defense.

HIGHLIOHT of President Tquman's private meeting with
following his return
mlll another try

Scott Lucas intends to press for
a roll-call vote not only on anti-lynching and poll-tax repeal,

Marguns Childs

" The Scare Word

1f the American system 18 to mee$

MOST effective propaganda the chalienge of
T o maks g over 204 cver _Two stumulating and provocative
again of & few scare words. g g N", """'_.m,
knew that. S0 do the Russians who place
scream “imperialist warmonger a iysem. Ons comes
thousand times & dey. medical care in wmu-
8o, too, do the propagandiss I  yniirasion, Dr. Magnuson says:
this country who Incessantly attack. ™ "l medical man,
e program of social reform on o A% & PrEUSoRH SRR
President Truman " tional arguments by those, on
lﬂl::thu.'mlhnunmlvhu mwzﬂ_m compul~
use , ‘insurance
The attack s concentrated with g’:‘mm‘:‘&"&
fury on the proposed ... gvery proposal to meet the
Federal health insurance Syslem. ,rohiem’ of national medical care.
, that system 1t seems to me that the proponents’
radical innovation to raise present op SOV OB T S l® B oimes
low for & country with the wealth O P o
a cilities.” :
Sta
e 1t wou sy rum 2 Mo s dale
those standards is, in my oplnlon, oyon with the most
highly My doubts of & AECeR. ities  for _complete
are chiefly % owo poin g Sy iy
3 e enctasiv sost of the bu-  Nilh the e i
reaucratic to support would come from.
administer sch & system OO & DA~ iy Pederal Government, sad
tion-wide basis. Allied to this is the o8 TRGEE FUTE privazs
question of medical n>  contributions. e
der an act that would almost "The second proposal comes from,/
make concessions to administration Ben. Robert A Talh of O, wha
by the separate states. agrees with Dr. Magruson that |
3. The net effect of & Pederal o4y chier problems to be solved
health insurance system might well (' booioction “tor low andy middie-
merely to spread even thinner .. mefamilies who often find
facilities for medical (FES CHTea By & long llinest.
care. The problem ia to increass y€T R BEUE B B Sem.
facilities rather than to disperss ' mup” gdvanced s four-point pro-
what already exists. - gram calling for & wide range of
But those healih 10-  pejeral assistance to raise stand-
surance with ‘the word ards of medical care.
are even more e than e " gen. Tuft gets at & basic weak-
P the e Y ness—the ahortage of
talk as though defeal of the Wed” huy recommendation that the-
were . Government subsidize medical ~
Behind. much of what they say s n-u‘lmun-udulﬂnh‘w
the im; n that we can let well o g remedy the acute shortage
enough alone. That is the tone of 17"yl wreas he suggests & Fed-.
many of the letters that have come - or {UT SAVSS 06 SRR
to me in response to & Previols youlg in turn underwrite medical
column on this lssue. care in poor districts. -
This is not, to be sure, the view ", o ‘inis discussion is the bass
of those who have looked at the  go:  concrete, - constructive action
facts with some objectivity. Thers  y,{ cannot be gonsidersd as vio-
are glaring weaknesses in’ heslth AR SUOTRL S SUTUIINL D8 Tl
standards, in hospitalization and I {ime “for such action is overdus.
medical care in this country. The s that the prope-
"“,;,.',u Poderal propossl  Fase the whole question 88 1o pro-
the
g done. 1s to sHir widespread dis-  duce stalemate And & futlle senss
cussion of health and medicsl care. that nothing can be done. “That is
n'my opinion f 1t had done notn- the strategy of those who would
ing it would have been emor- block any social ‘change whatso-
mously worthwhile. Complacency ever. In & democracy that 5.8
and smugness cannot be tolerated dangerous stralegy.
L ‘ ,/—
Gill Robb Wilson
e
‘An Air Line Story
The New York  three precious years. Asd maybs -
(Reprinted from i MW&‘W‘&%\
PINEKURST, N. . - {iutdy 'young Americans who wast~
wmnmlmmmﬁ'Wl& ed no bonus but a chance to do
& dime and a speech on the subject  their stuff in the land of free e~
ym‘mﬁ“‘“m‘&“‘l’dﬂ”“?. terprise, * . o
Tue In July, 1048, Resort flled an ap-
bullding of -the airport at this pication for & Certificats of Con
Carolina base, venlence and Necessity with CAB.
Here in the sand hills is the g certificate asked permission o
ome of Resort Alrlines. ReSortS  operate all alr tours from
‘head is bloody but unbowed. It's hmmummnm
proud feet of wix DC-3s and  ou rescrte In the Western Hemis-
two "'h‘.'n“;’,"‘wnul;ld phere, =~
Resort stays ive charter Year = hesring
contract work and by the operation m::muuh::pﬁ-;n-*
of a flying school. Small Potatoes  scheduled. In August, 1047, o lmit-
for airmen with big hoes. «d operating perm® was
mﬂ\llﬂmﬂld A 'uol'.hl e ¥ heartnge
over yas. A group On Oct. 28, 147, public .
boys flying the Hump evolved the  began. On Dec. 4 they ended. In
idea of operating all-expense alr  February, 1043, briefs were filed
tours. They would ploneer & new  with the examiner. .In May, 1948,
field of enterprise in air trans- another temporary permit Wik
portation. Resort Alrlines would granted. In August, the CAB ex-
sk no Qoremment subsidy. I aminer focommended o Certificats
p keep an American venlence ecensity |
u-u'u‘punnmmmamnmu mm .!“" i
make money, In September, exceptions to the
RUN examiner’s report were filed by cer-
The idea matured in the autumn  tificated scheduled air lines. In Oc-
of 1945, The Was 60 per  tober, mors briefs were jwith
cent veteran-of 100 per. the CAB. In October, oral A
cent veteran-staffed. War surplus  ments were heard by the board, F
transpo nes purchased During the two Summer intervals
and_conve: Resort ready mn—m::r}um-ﬂam
. to operate its tours, & total of
[Eighty-five employees full 35,000,000 passenger miles was flown
il th . Had they  without event. The job was well
not operated the biggest Ut in done—too well done 1o escape Do-
Garihy Who could siop them now? " -“The :
em average citizen may be won-
The fleld was open. Was this not dering why a small fortuné snd
the land of free enterprise? three years have gone frilg the ef-
More than three years later the forts of an able group of vetersns
e Tor the roay dave of the ke B e Sapee-c e
lor rosy days 4 an
’nthyu. Nnt;'lmeoh:‘v.:':'hnw ‘commerce. =
50 good. Nothing apanese  gnce the examiner cas
fighters, weather and mountains to uma‘::nmm -:ay“’-_-
lick! Oh, combat, where & thy mended that Resort Alrlines be cer-
sting| tificated, it is apparent that in
‘Today the application of Resort weighing final decision the Civil
Atrlines to be certificated fn its  Aeronsutics Board must have con~
chosen field lies on the desk of sulted the barometer rather than
President Truman. Attached to #t the record. Mr. Truman may do
1s sald to bé the disapproving judg-  better. -
mnntmcmumnﬂum In any case, the airport at Pine-

2
:
:
!
hith
i
i

Resort's ‘capltal, spent in prepara- very disillusioned in the heart
ition of its applica- olmmdm“ opportunity
tion for & certifical and free enterprise. -

for enact-

ly
wrogram, ¢h thld target of

Senal
I'nl]or Bils, anluduu a new labor law, social:

2.
uk-vl‘zr mn at any accredited college, then

achool,
ore, it's proposed to use Annapolis and West
ﬁ“wlﬂomwnnmw

rclm - mnul training
ure commanders of
Not untit they have rubbed shoulders

se)
they

ston, g and
o hloekrod by the recent talkal t.hm
never enthusiastio about
early showdown on civil rights.

that he, also, had no Intention of
legialation.

Dixle filibusterers.
e decks will be cleared first of other
security

Truman. tanned and healthy, grinned happily and
abandoning civil-rights

ined -

prel % ing would _spe-
clallze at a separate school to become either Alr Force or
Navy or Army off!

Jmm"whtwtuutuucunbndu.mh
tion is strong among all and West Polnt grads.
cu-mn- .m stick_ with
MC“AMY Nl

them years afterward. , Alr Force officers
have all trained together in 4 they will work
together they later

much more co-opera y.m
Join rival branches of the service.

t Benators who joined
would  with Southemn Democrats in the recent filibuster already
At beginning to feel the back! opinion from thetr
states.
Mail Bag

o+ Walter




