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Samuel Grafton 

U, S. Unready 
For a Softer 
Soviet Policy 
I S ALL the discussion now going 

on as to whether the change 
from Molotov to Vishtasky means 
the beginning of a softer Soviet 
policy almost nobody bothers to 
raise or answer -the question: 
What would we do If it turned 
out really to mean a softer Soviet 
line: How would we react? 

" > are prepared for a harden
ing, but not for a softening. In
sofar as we discuss the matter at 
all. we do so in the form of solemn 
adjurations to each other to pay 
no attention* to any possible signs 
of softening, and to treat them, in 
fact, as If they had not occurred. 

• • • 

THIS means that we discuss the 
Molotov - to - Vishinsky shift 

with fascinated attention, and in 
hundreds of thousands of words, 
to an effort to dig out Its meaning, 
while, also, we commit ourselves 
fulaomeJy to the doctrine that it 
can have no meaning. This seems 
illogical. It also seems to me 
dangerous for any country to com
mit itself, in advance, to the idea 
that things which may have mean
ing do not have meaning. 

This amounts almost to a de
cision that we must continue on a 
certain course of action, regardless 
of what Russia does. And that 
amounts to a decision that we 
mustn't cogitate very deeply about 
Russian moves, anymore, or rea
son about them; we must only set. 
And this approach seams to me In 
the highest degree mechanical and 
perilous. 

• • • 

JT MEANS also that we must for
ever carry our foreign policy 

as if it were a failure. That policy 
is designed to produce an ultimate 
Russian softening, but if we are 
to go on counseling each other 
against noticing any softening, 
should it ever occur, then it might 
be said that we are becoming 
afraid of sue c sat because of the 
new pre Mama it would bring. 

And if success has become a 
menace to us. because it might 
toad to a weakening of the policy 
that had produced it, then we are 
indeed in a weird fix. That would 
mean that the chief purpose of our 
policy is. merely, the maintenance 
of our policy: that It is our job to 
protect it, rather than it us. 

• • • 

IF ALL this seems far-fetched. I 
would like to cite a story, of the 

greatest public importance, writ
ten by James Reston for the New 
York Times. In it. Reston says 
there are "some officials" in •Wash
ington who would consider Molo
tov s demotion, if he has been de
moted, as a "distinct loss to the 
cause of American and Western 
unity." because Molotov s atutude 
played so big a part in angering 
Congress and getting the Marshall 
Plan adopted, etc. These people In 
Washington, says Reston. consider 
that Molotov a "Indiscretions" were 
"invaluable" In developing our 
present foreign policy 

Reston makes it clear that there 
are many facets to our policy be
sides the anti-Russian, that, re
gardless of Russia, it was neces
sary for us to develop unity behind 
the idea of aiding Western Eu
rope, taking responsibility in the 
world, etc., and that Molotov s 
"help** Is hailed only Insofar ss it 
contributed to these goals. But it 
remains true that here we have of
ficials «ho are not displeased that 
there was enough Russian tough
ness to enable us to construct a 
(Policy which has been sold to the 
public chiefly on the basis of its 
anti-Russtanism 

• • • 

THEY are glad of the problem 
that gave us the policy. Here, 

too. we have that feeling of men 
serving policy, rather than policy 
serving men. The policy comes 
first: st has come to seem to us so 
delightful, that we appear on the 
whole rather pleased that reality 
Is such that this particular kind of 
policy can be built on it. This be
comes the world we feel we can 
handle, while the idea of a better 
one comes to seem unfamiliar, 
even dangerous 

I dent know if the Molotov-Vi
shinsky shift means a softening. It 
is one of the inhuman features of 
the Sonet system that it produces 
the mechanical man. without sig
nificance in his own right, carrying 
out mechanical policy. But I don't 
think the right answer is for us to 
become mechanical men in our 
turn. 

Inquirer on File 

At Free Library 

BOUND files of the printed 
editions of The Philadel

phia Inquirer, starting with 
the year l t t l , and a file of the 
microfilm editions of The In
quirer, starting with the issue 
of Jan. 1, 1941. are available at 
the Newspaper Department of 
the Pre* Library of Philadel
phia Logan square (Parkway 
at 19th st.). 

Washington Background 

Listing of Wallgren in Job 

Just Routine, Not a Boner 
By The Inquirer Washington Bureau Staff 

WASHINGTON, March 10. 

SENATOR HARRY P. CAIN (R., Wash.), who filibustered on 
Tuesday for six hours and 45 minutes against confirmation 
of Mon C. Wallgren to be chairman °of the National Security 

Resources Board, nearly blew a gasket when he discovered that 
the new Congressional Directory, issued Wednesday, already 

listed Wallgren as chairman of the board. 
For a while it looked like a real White 

House boner, but then the quiet explana
tion came from the Printing Office; when 
the Senate has taken no action one way 
or the other on Presidential nominations 
requiring confirmation, the nominees 
name is listed as occupying the position 
Wallgren was nominated Feb. 7, just on 
the printing deadline, and the directories 
had already been held up a month past 
their usual time 

The Joint Committee on Printing, 
rather embarrassed by the quick snap
ping up of Wallgren '$ name, said that the 
position should have been left blank, prob
ably, but also pointed out that at least 

, two other controversial nominations were 
' listed as actual appointments. 

These are Michael ,W. Straus, listed 
as director of the Office of Reclamation In 
the Department of Interior, and James 

v » u , XIK Boyd, listed as director of the Interior B U 
RKINA l UK %*Am r e a u ot M i n e 8 i Both men were Ignored by 

the 80th Congress and both have served without salary for over 
a year. In the Jobs for which they were nominated, pending con
firmation. 

s • • 
Senator Styles Bridges (R., N. H.) thinks the Government is 

overdoing the publication of books and pamphlets. Digging into 
the eatpnt of the Government Printing Office, which he has 
dabbed "Uncle Sam's Book-of-the-Minute Club, Unlimited." 
Bridges discovered that no one knows the number of publications 
pat oat by the Government in a year. His Appropriations Com
mittee received 83.000 last year.- bat that figure did not include 
publications published outside the Government Printing Office. 

The Printing Office informed the Senator that from 1939 
through 1949 a total of 133.582,867,587 copies of printed matter 
had flowed from its presses. This did not include publications 
turned oat by departments on their own. 

Bridges does not object to such booklets as "Infant Care" 
and "Eliminating Bats from Buildings," bat he is dubious about 

Ho» to Control Vagrant Cats." "Mist Netting for Birds in 
Japan" Is one that he would put on his deferred reading list. 

* * « 
Worst Pun of the Week: 
A colleague was heard to remark concerning Senator Cain's 

talking marathon against Wallgren. — 
"Harry is giving the Senate a shot of novo-Caln." 

Senator A. Willis Robertson (D., Va.), a vehement defender 
of the right of unlimited debate in the Senate (euphemism for a 
filibuster), was presiding the other day at the North American 
Wild Life Conference at a Washington hotel. 

The Senator announced that each speaker would be limited 
to 15 minutes and planted an alarm clock set to go off at the end 
of 15 minutes before him on the table. 

• • • 
One of our British friends reports that the folks back home 

relish a joke about their austerity program. One current in Lon
don, where the egg ration is two fresh eggs a month, goes like 
this: 

An American housewife, visiting an English friend, was com
plaining about the high cost of eggs in the United States. 

"Just think." she said, "we're paying 90 cents a dozen. Isn't 
that just terrible!" 

"Doesn't seem so bad when you spread it over six months," 
replied the British housewife. 

—Edited by John C. O'Brien 

Ivan H. Peterman 

Reds Tity American Women 
While Own Toil in Slavery 

Westbrook Pegler 

Law Exists 
For Isolating 
Red Traitors 
PRESIDENT TRUMAN has re

ferred to William Z. Foster 
and Eugene Dennis, the chairman 
and general secretary of the Com
munist Party, as traitors for their 
indorsement of s the treasonous 
pledge of Maurice Thorez, their 
French comrade, to go over to the 
enemy whenever Russian troops 
invade France in war. Foster and 
Dennis would cooperate with the 
Soviet to cause the defeat of the 
United States in such a war. 

Thorez betrayed his country In 
the last war. deserting to abscond 
to Russia after the Germans had 
swept in and Communist traitors 
in the corrupt French army had 
refused to fight. When the war 

, was over and France lay prostrate, 
disgraced beyond any hope of 
moral and patriotic recovery, this 
traitor came back from safe 
asylum in Russia and was not 
molested. Yet, Laval was shot and 
Petain. a doddering and overrated 
old landmark, was filed away in a 
prison on an Island by the shame -

Mess rabble of France for bowing 
to the defeat wrought by Thorez 
and for trying to make a nation 
out of the remnants left them. 

• Gossip of the Nation 

A NOTHER choice illustration of 
what General Marshall has 

called the 'stacked rules" against 
true democratic principles, comes 
to notice in the Soviets' recent hoe-
dewn over International Women's 
Day. It's called "international" to 
permit Communist propagandists 
to seize the platform in capitalist 
countries, where we allow them to 
lie and revile without return. 

Somehow, the United States and 
•its allies in the cold war failed to 
avail themselves of Soviet plat
forms for similar purposes. Seems 
we never get invited to speak on 
such absorbing matters—women's 
rights, wages, position, and enjoy
ments—to the female muzhiks and 
their Iron Curtained sisters. That's 
what the ex-Secretary of State 
means by the lop-sided scales 
against us. 

• • • 

A NYWAY, the Russkies had a 
field day. passing out misin

formation and their version of 
women's lot In the U. S. A. Trud. 
speaking for the Soviet trade 
unions, teed off with the report 
that 900,000 American women are 
alcoholics. It said our gals have 
turned to booze because they get 
such a bad break on life in general. 
Our "democratic laws," the editor 
pointed out. are so severely preju
dicial that millions of working 
women in America get only 30 or 
40 percent of what the men earn. 
Some states forbid them to dis
pose ol their own wages, said Trud, 
which legally belong to the old 
man. 

Happily, for static population. 
Trud didnt name the states, or 
I'm afraid there would be a gen
eral trek by American husbands 
who have trouble wangling ade
quate lunch money, plus a bob or 
two for the ponies. , 

• • • 

DOWN In Albania, where they 
still hitch women beside the 

family mule for Spring plowing, 
they also wept over the American 
females lot. 

Headline Hopping 

Film Heroes Caught Napping 
In 'Wild East' Train Robbery 

By Ollie Crawford 

EXPRESS train held up and robbed In West Virginia. From 
now on. It will be known as Wild West Virginia. Anybody 
want to russle some cattle? The train was on the Baltimore 

<fc Ohio R. R., but it sounded more like a combination of Chicago 
* Western. Passengers were beginning to think the R. R. stood 
for Roy Rogers. When the Lone Ranger failed to arrive on time, 
he lost half of his Hooper rating. 

• • • 
It was the biggest train robbery since somebody cornered all 

the tickets to Miami. 
The bandits were described as joot-suited. - They were trying 

to be root-tooting in loot-suiting. It was a cage of drugstore 
cowboys trying to act like the real thing. Instead of Western 
garb, they were wearing a tort of Edward O. Robinson trousseau. 

Texas Immediately brought suit for Infringement of copyright. 
• » * 

Hollywood has started z. ne\, batch of cowboy pictures called 
"Wild Easterners."' The Sheriff and his pesse leap into their trusty 
cabs and head off the rustlers" at Broadway and 42d st. The hero 
foils the villain just as he is abou* to corner the water rights to 
the chasers at the Copacabana. William S. Hart would have to 
swap his chaps for a set of tails. 

It's a good thing the bandits were caught. A raia on those 
commuter train pinochle games would pay off like "Break the 
Bank." Now they won't be robbed by anybody but the franchise 
holder 

Dilworth said Governor Duff was posing as a Wild Westerner. 
When you say that now, podner, you can stop smiling. 

But in a neighborly gesture, the 
Albanian propagandists decided to 
point out to their Yugoslav sisters 
the error of Tito'.i ways. Forgetting 
that until last year, when Little 
Joe strayed from the Kremlin fold, 
the Communist woman in Yugo
slavia was enjoying the full fruits 
and wonders of Sovietism, Pera 
Ivanovitch, former president of 
Montenegro's Supreme Court who 
fled Yugoslavia after the split, not 
only berated the Belgrade regime, 
but called on its ladies "to rise in 
fury and bloodily annihilate Tito 
and his clique." All this on Inter
national Women's Day. Wait till 
comes International Mothers' Day 
they'll give Mom more suggestions. 

• • • 

OVER In Tokyo, true to the rule 
that everyone must have his 

say, traitorous or not, we let a Rus
sian woman address 10,000 women 
unioneers of Communist inclina
tion. After she told them what big 
stinkers we are, she led the girls 
from Hlbiya Park to the Jap Prime 
Minister's house, raising a rumpus 
about proposed reduction of Gov
ernment workers. I must have 
missed the reciprocal lectures in 
Vladivostok. Omsk, Minsk and 
Pinsk, or else Tass failed to report 
what our capitalist emissaries told 
the Russian woman that after
noon. 

As a matter of fact, if Uncle Joe 
permitted such nonsense under his 
rules, I question if a speaker could 
have mustered a crowd. This it 
the fertilizer-spreading season in 
Russia, and most of the girls are 
too busy pitching for the collective 
farms. I saw this around Moscow, 
and I hope in the period since 1947, 
the mighty industry of Mother 
Russia beat a few swords into 
shovels for the girls. They were 
doing it with bare hands in some 
areas, and no manicurist in the 
village. I felt sorry for those wom
en, but, of course, I didn't tell 
them so in any International 
Women's Day effusion. 

• • • 

HAD some of us been asked, we 
might have told the Russian 

women they had a complaint on 
the heavy work demanded, such as 
lifting ties, lugging rails, and fix
ing bridges on the Moscow-Len
ingrad railway. The only men on 
those jobs were strawbosses, but 
the girls did all the work. It was 
the same in Premier Stalin's Zis 
auto works, where women get no 
easy jobs. 

If the Russian woman doesn't 
become alcoholic, it's because she 
needs her vodka to keep warm, 
shoveling snow off Moscow's 
streets, and repaving the roads 
come Spring. It also serves to cut 
the grease in borscht, and by the 
time a Soviet lady reaches the 
cocktail hour station, she's either 
well Inured to the effects of rum, 
or nobody would dare to publish 
the fact she can't hold it. 

No, the RUlsian propaganda mill 
must be scraping bottom when 
they try to sell such a bill of goods. 
The girls at the Moscow hotel, as
signed to translate and interpret, 
got such an eyeful from stray 
American and British newspapers, 
they've all been purged or "decon
taminated" since. That's how the 
Russian woman's lot compares to 
her American sister's. 

But it says otherwise in Trud. 
which 'cannot te-il a lie." It says 
so in Pravada. which is another 
quaint word meaning "truth." 

1 T WAS not the fault of Laval 
and Petain that Hitler was en

abled to start the war In the first 
place or that he was able to turn 
to the West, confident that his 
eastern front was safe. That was 
the work of Stalin and Molotov, 
whose treaty with Hitler was 
signed less than one week before 
the Invasion of Poland, and of the 
Russian high command, which re
spected Hitler's eastern frontier 
while he polished off The Nether
lands, Belgium and France. 

Russia was as much an ally of 
Hitler on that march across north
ern France to the point of con
quest and surrender as though 
Russian divisions had marched 
with his. The French army was 
rotten at best and some regiments 
fled from mere noises, but the 
tainted units from the Communist 
centers refrained from fighting, 
not from fear but because that 
was the Communist program at 
the time. 

• • • 

THE Constitutional definition of 
treason says that it shall con

sist only in levying war against 
"them." meaning the United 
States, or "in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and com
fort." It is an unfortunate fact 
that treason does not legally in
clude disloyal promises uttered 
before war is legally acknowl
edged to exist. In that case. Pos
ter and Dennis would be eligible 
for the firing squad without ques
tion. However, inasmuch as Mr. 
Truman long ago acknowledged 
the existence of a cold war be
tween the United States and Rus
sia, the conduct of Foster and 
Dennis is as bad as though their 
adherence to the enemy had been 
declared in time of formal war. 

Actually, according to the spirit 
of the men who wrote the treason 
clause of the Constitution out of 
their limited historic knowledge of 
Iniquity, Foster and Dennis should 
be shot today. 

• • • 

M EANWHILE, however, we do 
retain the Congressional en

actment that was invoked to round 
up our native and foreign-born 
Japanese during World War II, 
which could be used today to throw 
into concentration camps not only 
Foster and Dennis but many other 
obvious traitors. This law was test
ed by a native American or Nisei 
Japanese who was among those 
rounded up. 

The law which was used for this 
purpose was upheld by the Su
preme Court in as evil a mass of 
casuistry as the devious mind of a 
New Dealer ever concerted. 

Nevertheless, by its false analy
sts and miserable debasement out 
of devotion to Roosevelt, the court 
did erect a law which today would 
be sufficient to lay away Foster, 
Dennis and every avowed Commu
nist and fellow-traveler arbitrarily 
designated by any military au
thority. 

Opinions 
The s i g n e d columns of 

America's leading writers and 
commentators appearing on 
this and other pages of The 
Inquirer are presented so that 
our readers may have the 
benefit of a wide variety of 
viewpoints on important issues 
of the day. 

These viewpoints often con
tradict one another. They have 
no connection witji the edi
torial policy of this newspaper 
and sometimes, in fact, may 
represent exactly an opposite 
opinion. The opinions and 
views expressed belong solely 
to the writers. 

H tiff<>r B i f i r fH'f I 
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NEW YORK. March 10. 

AN PLAYING THE TYPEWRITER—One tune 
these ears never weary of on the networks is 
"Once in Love With Amy," as Ray Bolger ren

ders it from his starrer, "Where's Charley?" He does 
it the way it's done in that hit .'. . Then there's Helen 

Forrest's job of igniting one of 
the better ballads, "I Don't See 
Me in Your Eyes Anymore" . . . 
The movie. "Caught." has the 
oddest method of getting rid of 
its villain. He's killed by a fall
ing pinball machine . . . Add 
startling sights: The nine-story 
billboard <at 47th and The Big 
Apple) featuring a full-sized 
color sketching of Robert Mit-
chum, heralding his latest cine
ma, "The Red Pony" . . . Quite 
a few of the midtown drugstore 
fountains have shaved the fee 
for a cuppacawfee from a dime 
to a jitney . . . Wonder if Danny 
Kaye and Zero Mostel know 
they are both going to the same 
psychiatrist? . . . Good to have 
Mister Berle back on his tele

vision show. Without him it was like Broadway with
out the lights. 

The Big Burg's apartment situation has eased con
siderably. Almost a full page of classified adverts in 
one gazette. For five years It was hardly more than 
two columns . . . They are now offering a dollar neck
tie "guaranteed for life" . . . One of the fancy slick 
mags (Charm) uses a brown typewriter ribbon on its 
baby blue stationery . . . A publisher has issued a book 
called "The Etiquette of False Teeth," of which the 
Army has ordered 600 copies. 

reached a new high, according to a survey . . . Bitter 
protests have come in over the "American Minstrel" 
program because of the Uncle Tom approach To 
top things, the comedians are Pick <fc Pat—Southern 
whites! 

• • * 

M: 

MI1.TON BERLE 

Y 
OU can't purchase Dun & Bradstreet's reference 
book. It is only loaned . . . Kitty Kallen's re
cording of "Kiss Me, Sweet" Ls another melodic 

dimple .. .jMany 3d ave. bars are gold mines. Guzzlers 
are three-deep at the bar . . . Harold Shattuck (the 
Schrafft's chief) started a $100 Pyramid Club from 
his hospital bed. Thassall. brother! . . . Ring Lard-
ner's epic, "The Champion" was previewed. It is 
tough enough, but they've buttered it up a bit by ha\ -
ing him good to his mother. In the original he knocked 
her cold. 

So a college ejjucation pays, eh? Last year movie 
star Jean Arthur enrolled at a university for a course 
in marital relations. The other day she announced 
plans for a divorce . . . Lena Home has nix'd the role 
of the lead in Anita Loos' new musical. . . Bad Arith
metic: Film profits plummeted, but movie admissions 

IX Vichy water and cider in the proper propor
tions and even the best connoisseur of wines 
can hardly tell the difference between that and 

champagne . . . The entire cast refer to her as "Miss 
West," never by her first handle . . . We have to close 
the eyes when Charles Laugh ton's talent is wasted 
in those B-fllms. They aren't even rated good enough 
for a Broadway premiere. Usually relegated to dullble 
features at neighborhood bljous . . . Maxwell's in 
Miami Beach (a dairy and bltntzes spot) worried 
about the season. The other day the police had to. 
warn the owner about the crowds waiting to get In 
—clogging the pavement outside . . . Joe's Stone Crabs 
rendezvous is probably one of the few popular places 
where they never raise the prices. "I Just want to 
make some—not all the money," tis the prop's logic 
. . . Bogart, tops at playing tough guy roles—gabs 
with a lithp. 

New Yorkers are on the side of the cab drivers in 
their current quarrel. The John L. Lewis outfit Is 
causing all the trouble, say the insiders . . . Jackie 
Robinson Ls one of the few ballplayers who doesn't 
hamper radio interviews with hem-and-haw chatter. 
He ls glib and intelligent . . . The folksy capering of 
the cracker-barrel comics on the airwaves only re
minds you how wonderful Will Rogers was at that 
sortathlng . . . The ditty called "O'Brien to Ryan to 
Goldberg" (in the "Take Me Out to the Ball Game" 
flicker) is Hit Pawvde fodder . . . Mark's Hairem calls 
one of Its hair-dos "Waste and Desolation After an 
Atomic Bombing." Ob, now go away! . . . Another 
newcomer with the Stardust touch is a gal, AUene 
Roberts, In "Knock On Any Door." 

• • • 

THE N. Y. 
big-time. 

Philharmonic broadcasts are always 
Even the intermission commentating 

hits the right notes . . . The one responsible for 
the subway posters blasting the bigots merits a salute, 
if they'll accept this one . , . They certainly have Rich
ard Widmark toiling hard. In the last month he's ap
peared in three Broadway clicks . . . Loretta Young 
isn't afraid of losing her glammer rep. She is the 
mother of a collegiate In her latest . . . Tilings I 
Waste More Time Trying to Decipher: Why the 
classic show, "Blossom Time" (revived in London)t is 
named "Lilac Time" . . .One editorial writer insists 
Hollywood can improve business by turning out more 
flickers like "The Iron Curtain" and less like "The 
Snake Pit." The latter is a top coin-maker. The 
other a costly flop. 

Listen to Walter Wlncbell over. WFIL every Sunday at 9 P. M. 

Danton Walker 

B 
NEW YORK. March 10. 

ROADWAY ROUNDUP—The State Department 
will bring up all its big guns for the forthcoming 
assembly of the U.N. An entire floor has been 

sealed off at the Hotel Vanderbilt for Ambassador-
at-Large Phillip Jessup and his aides . . . Charles 
Lindbergh's Connecticut home, 
purchased not so .long ago, ru
mored to be up for sale (indi
cating that he may get a perma
nent overseas job) . . . A Brook
lyn hotel'* basement facilities 
are being checked by engineers 
as a possible air raid shelter. 

Many Americans living on 
fixed incomes (pensions, annui
ties, etc ) are reviving an old 
custom by moving to Paris where 
they can live better on U. S. dol
lars, due to exchange rates, and 
skip some of the high taxes here 
. . . Army and Air Force Reserve 
units being flooded with re
quests for reinstatement from 
vets who want to be in on the 
ground floor in case the cold 
war gets hot. 

• • • 
SKAR VON HINDENBURG, son of the late 
president of Germany, will be defended by an 
American law firm when he comes to trial 

before a de-naziflcation court shortly . . . Talk around 
the National Press Club in Washington that actors 
and entertainers will be dropped at future banquets 
for the President, and military bands and orches
tras substituted . . . Talk around the Metropolitan 
Opera is that Rosa Ponselle may return next year 
for two or more performances. 

George Raft is telling friends he will make his last 
picture for Italian director Roberto Rossellini in 
Italy this summer, then retire 'of course, he could 
change his mind) . . . Dowager Queen Mary attended 
three London productions of Sir Laurence Olivier 
(with Vivien Leigh) in one week <"Antigone," "Rich
ard III" and "The School for Scandal). 

role in the No. 2 company of "Kiss Me, Kate" . . . 
Rita Hayworth and .her Aly have booked themselves 
solid for the week of April 7 (theaters, cafes, con
certs, dinners, etc.). 

Vivienne Wooley-Hart plans to call her new book 
"Between Husbands" . . . There is no way of check
ing, but the yarn going around the night spots is 
that Andrei Gromyko's young son. Anatoli, was in 
this country recently, via a Polish merchant ship, 
to follow up a romance with a 17-year-old Long 
Island gal . . . Two vacationing G-men said to be 
working on the Grenville Baker murder case. 

• • • 

acting 
DC-4, 

COL. CHAS. LINDBEHGH 

0 

M ARY PHILLIPS, the gal who just won a pa
ternity suit against Met tenor Ferruccio Tag-
liavini, was named heiress to the entire estate 

of Russian composer Ivan Kasmanoff, who died May 
8. 1945. The will was finally filed in surrogates 
court here last week-end . . . Lois Andrews, who just 
jettisoned her third groom, is up for the Lisa Kirk 

THEATER on Wings, a new airborne 
troupe, to fly around the country in a DC-4, 
playing one-night stands. At least, that ls the 

dream of director Harold Winston, who now makes 
his headquarters in California . . . Lee Shubert plans 
to send a headline vaudeville unit around the coun
try to fill his dark houses during the road show short
age. Ken Robey will assemble the troupe . . . Phil 
Baker plans to play "Harvey" if it ls released for 
summer stock. 

Robert Alda may step into Marlon Brando'* shoes 
during the summer vacations from "Streetcar Named 
Desire" . . . Elsa Lanchester to pen a weekly movie 
gossip column for a Canadian syndicate . . . The 
newest member of the Columbia Pictures board of 
directors is Henry Crown, director of the B. <fc O. 
Railroad and of the Hilton hotel chain . . . "Merton 
of the Movies," in which the late Glenn Hunter rose 
to fame, to get a strawhat revival this summer for 
Alan Young. 

• • • 

G OSHEN and Chester. N. Y„ folks want a Ham-
bletonian commemorative stamp to honor the 
100th running of the famed trotting races, If 

that's still news. There are also petitions for a 
stamp honoring P. T. Barnum (with his "A sucker 
born every minute" printed on it . . . Ted and 
Dorothy Friend, former New York newspaper colum
nist and publicist, respectively, now publishing the 
Civil Service Star in San Francisco. 

California has contributed one of the best two-
piano teams since Frey and Bragiotti in Sadie and 
Mack (girl and boy combination), currently at the 
Blue Angel . . . Every man who has ever been in 
the Army should enjoy "At War With the Army," 
hilarious newest war comedy at the Booth Theater 
here . . . This week's biggest attraction is the An
tique Show at Madison Square Garden, but exhibitors 
claim it ls mostly playing to window shoppers. 

The Labor Front 

Uncertainty Brings Industrial Harmony 
By Victor Riesel 

TT ISNT that they re suddenly 
getting sentimental over each 

other. But now they know they 
must live together. 

Jobs are off. Profits for the 
smaller companies are slimming 
down. 

And with equal suddenness-all 
over the Nation—labor leaders and 
company executives are in a huddle 
trying to keep the little union guys 
eating and the little businesses 
going. v 

There's a new atmosphere. 
They're burying the hatchet. And 
not in each other's chances for 
existence. 

* • • 

TAKE the whistle jump story in 
Mobile, for example. For some 

time now, the CIO shipbuilders' 

union has been about to become a 
ghost outfit—and could only save 
itself by taking In railroad men, 
jail guards and social workers. 
So the union's chiefs were tickled 
to learn that the Alabama Dry-
dock and Shipbuilding Co., by cut
ting its bids down, was able to pick 
up new ship repair contracts and 
put a few men back to Work. 

JBut Just to let the union know 
how close the corners had to be 
cut, the Mobile company's labor 
relations director quietly wrote to 
the union's leader there about the 
boys' habit of "Jumping the 
whistle" and knocking off a few 
minutes earlier each day, which 
was a "substantial element of un
necessary cost" to the company. 

Without asking the company. 
the union leader printed hundrr ;, 
of copies of the personal i.z*e to 
him—and saw to if that every 
whistle-jumper rtud it and stopped 

beating the clock. It's given the 
company a margin of profit needed 
to operate. 

THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME 

AND then there's even the case 
of the longMaced CIO long

shoremen whose West Coast jobs 
are disappearing fast. Led by 
Harry Bridges, the union has done 
a professional hate Job for years 
against the shipowners. 

Just a few months ago the lefty 
longshoremen and the shipping 
companies were screaming at 
each other. Today they have joint 
committees (appointed at a two-
day labor-management session) to 
pron~- . jobs for the dockwallop-
ers and profits for the cargo oper
ator. 

• • • 

THEN there's the AFL city 
transit leader who wrote his 

Los Angeles followers the other 
day that, "Every union demand 
must be met from the income and 

By J i m m y H a t l o resourcesof the particular todus-
' * try it is dealing with," and that. 

WOULD VOU MIND IF I STEPPED IN 
AHEAD OF vfcu? ito IN A TERRIBLE 
HURRV-PRACTlCALLy A MATTER 

OF LIFE AND DEATH-

.», MN,-. n.A.i u a MfiBUATTi •" » " " " SSSg ' " " v r " 

"The strong arm labor leader Is. on 
his way to becoming a museum 
exhibit . . . " 

"The next membership meeting 
will probably be devoted to con
tract discussion," the streetcar 
leader wrote." and I certainly hope 
the union will not be held up to 
the ridicule of the entire Nation as 
It was last year by the actions of 
a crackpot or two making another 
resolution that we go in fdr 60 
cents per hour raise again." 

• • • 

IT S POPPING all over. When 
the Hudson Motor Car Co. was 

forced to fire 4500 men off Its as
sembly lines, the CIO auto union 
took one look and didn't shout 
that it would down the plant if 
any of its members were laid off. 
Instead company and union men 
conferred and the employes were 
furloughed on a seniority basis 
Anything else might have shut
down the entire company. 

In Milwaukee, Philip Murray's 
steel local, also acknowledging 
business uncertainty at a local 
iron and steel company, passed up 
Its wage increase when the corpor
ation agreed to talk about pay 
again on May 1, by which time 
things will look more definite. 

It may not be love —but they're 
trying to live together. And there'll 
be more of it. 

Louella Parsons 

Vera-Ellen 
To Dance in 
Astaire Film 

HOLLYWOOD. March 10. 

V ERA-ELLEN, who knocked 
us cold dancing "Slaughter 

On 10th Avenue" with Gene Kel
ly to "Words and Music," does her 
next toe-twirling with Fred As
taire—and this should be 
thing. 

I had heard 
that Ginger 
Rogers and 
Fred Astaire 
w o u l d be 
teamed acaln 
in "A Royal 
W « d d ing " 
But, no—It 
c o m e s up 
Vera. Arthur 
Fiead, a man 
w i t h the 
know - how 
when it oemes 
to musicals. 
will produce 
for MOIL 

VSBA-eUCM 
• o J M 
l n t e r i 
about' Vera 
that I think is worth passing on. 
He says she acts a dance number 
aa well aa she dances it. and he 
looks for her to be one of the beat 
little emoters on the screes as 
well as one of the best ballet 
artists. 

• • • 
Talked with Lucille Be* at 

Colombia studios where she Is 
making "Mies Grant Takes Rich
mond ." t asked her If she were go-
lag to be la Charles MaeArthar 
and Ben Hecht's musical adapta
tion of "Twentieth Century." ou 
Broadway this fall. 

"It's the meet flattering offer 
I ever had." the said, "»nd It would 
be wonderful to be la a play with 
Jose Ferrer. Bat, how can I say 
what I will do neat fall*" 

• • • 
Ingrid Bergman, who Is not 

given to idle chatter, cooperated 
one hundred percent with Alfred 
Hitchcock about keeping the char
acter she plays in "Under Capri
corn" absolutely quiet. 

I talked with Hltcfay, and he re
vealed that Ingrid Is seen In the 
early scenes as a dipsomaniac, a 
girl who marries a convict and 
reaches rock bottom In life. 

"It's an entirely new departure 
for Ingrid." he said, "but she later 
is rehabilitated by a member of 
her own class." 

Ingrid will spend the entire 
summer In Europe, and Dr. Peter 
Lindstrom and her daughter will 
join her later when school is out. 

• • • 
Lana Turner and Bob Topping 

are headed for the West ladle* on 
their yacht, "The Samfie." They 
telephoned Sara Haiwfltati while 
they" were anchored off the shore 
•f Florida. Lana said she had re
ceived no word from MGM about 
coming home, nor has she seen 
the script for any picture. 

"But," Lana told Sara, "I wtU 
return to the studio as toon as 
Metro sends for me." 

• * • 
Jeanne Oagney's two brothers. 

James and BUI, aren't going to IK 
her make any mistakes in her 
movies if they can help it. Before 
they let Jeanne sign for the lead 
opposite Mickey Rooney la 
"Quicksand," they demanded to 
tpprove the script and director. 
They approved Irving Pichel. so 
she Is In. 

• • * 
Snapshots of Hollywood Col

lected at Random: Not one of 
Merle O heron's friends knows 
where site's staying ha Paris—or 
even whether she's still la Parte. 

That was Jacques OnHaheeey, 
free lance actor, with exotic 
Yvonne De Carlo at Slapsy Mai-
ie's last night. 

Marlene Dietrich, who looks 
hot wonderful, was at the Beverly 
Hitfs Brown Derby for luncheon 
Reports are that Greta Garhe was 
there the same day, owl I didn't 
see her. If she was, n was certain 
ly most unusual. 

• • • 

Fibber McGee and Molly (Jan 
and Marion Jordan* receive a 
plaque on St. Patrick's Day from 
the Ancient 
Order of Hi
bernians, for 
being o u t -
s t a n d tag 
Irish person
alities. Last 
year Dennis 
Day won it. 

Ann Blyth 
gets the full 
glamor treat-
m e n t in 
" C o m e Be 
My Love," the 
B o b Mont
gomery pic
t u r e . Orry 
Kelly ls de
signing s i z 
ultra - smart 
gowns for her for her rote as the 
Pasadena debutante. 

All the Dorn family treasures 
hidden in a church in Holland 
during the German occupation, 
have been sent to Philip Dorn by 
his mother. Among them are a 
brooch and ring that formerly be
longed to William of Orange. 

John Ounther. whose "Inside 
USA" as a musical did well In New 
York, is writing a new musical 
comedy. 

• • • 
Kirk Douglas, who has had so 

many offers since T h e Champion-
that he can pick and choose, was 
oa the Warner lot today to dis
cuss "Young Man With a Horn" 
That's been a Warner property for 
ages and, apparently, after Jack 
aaw Kirk In T h e Champion." he 
decided this would be excellent fur 
him. 

Carl Foreman, who scripted "The 
Champion," Is readying "Young 
Man With a Horn" for Jerry Waht. 
It looks very much as If tt wfll get 
going before many months. 

Meanwhile, Kirk and his wife, 
Diana, to the disappointment of all 
their friends, have not reconciled. 

• • • 

Anna Lee is back from Texas 
and says she wants to make a few 
movies before she returns. She 
brought her youngest child, and 
left the older one in school there. 
Her husband, George Stafford, re
mained at home. 

"I am happy In my marriage, but 
, I have always been an actress and 
I want to make a picture, if that s 
possible." she said. 

I should think it would be pos
sible, since Anna's a wonderful 
actress and a fine looking woman 
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