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A BETTER ROAD PROGRAM

i
TO the present, two main

total State program should

have been advanced In support of
Governor Bcott's $200,000000 rural road
Bond proposal, both of which are being
used with telling effect:

1. It is desirable to get the farmers of
Morth Carolina out of the road because (1)
mud is messy, and (2) North Carolins is
predominartly a cural state and needs bet-
Ser transportation in ita rural areas.

1. You have to spénd money to make
money. Any Investment In good roads (1)
will bring. increased pi rity for the
whole state, in turn (2) producing higher
gasoline revenues which (3) will help pay
off the bond luu!

o e
'l‘nl! s [oed logic in those two argu-

ments. If there were no other factors
%o consider, the bond proponents would
bave a convincing case. But there are oth-
o factors, and impressive ones:

1. The use of deficit financing for capital
Smprovements is bad when there are other

roads have? Should we limit our school
expenditures In order to build more roads?
Should we cut down on the bullding pro-
gram at State Institutions and divert that
money to roads? Instead of assigning &
proper proportion to all of these things
and others, she road bond proposal dodges
the question entirely.

4. By rushing headlong into & tremend-
ous road expansion program in a time of
inflationary prices, the State will get con-
siderably less than its money's worth.

5. Roads blll]t ln a hurry to present-day

y be

by future vehlcle dh’elnpmznu ‘The roads
we poured In the 1920's were too narrow,
had too many curves. The bridges were
not wide enough or strong enough. We
have since had to tear up and build over,
widening bridges and straightening curves,
to take care of the bigger and faster auto-
mobiles, the huge, heavy busses and trucks.
We have spent inconcelyable funds on this
which eould have been de-

‘ways M) It e Cumu-
lattve interest payments.on former high-
‘way bond issues have amounted to almost
& much as payments on the principal,
money spent for interest which could have
into building more roads; (2) it bur-
ens the Btate, Including the rural areas,
with heavy indebtedness in a period of
prosperity which may prove too heavy In
s period of recesslon. (Witness our des-
perate struggle during the early 1930s.
3 The Bcott proposal is discriminatory
fn that it perpetuates the complete diver-
slon of highway money o the rural areas,

" and offers no rellef whatsoever for the

hard-pressed urban areas. The cities and
towns are just as much a part of North
Carolina as the rural areas and deserve &
share of the highway revenue, especially
since some 60 per cent of the gasoline and
motor, vehicle tax is produced within their
Mmits.

3 It doesnt attempt to settle the basic
fesue: What proportionate place in our

CLARIFYING ATLANTIC

FTER weeks of negotiations and after
Teams of sometimes Incorrect and
often incomplete newspaper stories con-
eerning the North Atlantic Defense Pact, &
few clear and explicit statements of what
the Pact is have finally come to light.

The estimible (sometimes “good, gray")
New York Times has transcribed almost &
full news page of excerpts from the Sen-
ate debate of Monday last.

These commenta — by Senator Donnell,
Connolly, Vandenberg and Knowland—are
enlightening.

Here are a few of them:

SENATOR DONNELL: (i ng & n!'l
story) “ ‘Miiitary action (it says) cannot
uuu in advance, but in jolning the Al-

mowlrnnnzvml!w
mnummmm an attack on one
member naton would be

etfically
Tnto thelf the entire Fight of decision . « - in
Tespect to.an ultimate armed attack.”

Thus, it appeared, Senator Vandenberg
did not feel that the Pact (which he and
Benator Connolly had read) committed the
Unlted States to war—either legally or
morally. But he added:

. . . Obviously something i meant by &

The Senator from Michigan had made it
elear that he was satisfied with the North
Atlantic Defense Pact. As one of the prime
movers in the “bl-partisan” foreign policy
of this nation. his satisfaction was of ma-
Jor importance.

Benator Connolly was not disturbed eith-

.-
SENATOR CONNOLLY: *.

From The Boltimore Evening Sun
SOUTHERN

OUTHERN atates concerned about the
possible enactment of a Federal civil
righte program would do well to heed
statement of North Carolina's recently in-
sugurated Governor W. Kerr Scott.

Speaking before & group of dairymen,
Governor Scott, himself a dirt farmer, sald,
*“Tam firmly convinced that we have got to
90 ahead and meet the lssue of the mi-
nority race I am going to follow through
#nd see thal the minority race has & fair

. T think he

epportunity.”
You don't hear that kind of from
Georgia and In the former stats,

woted 4o new road construction.
o e
Nrws belleves steadfastly in a good,
all weather.system of roads and
streets, rural and urban, as a base founda-
tion for North Carolina's continued indus-
trial and agricultural progress.

Txz News belleves an additional one-cent
on the gasoline tax would be justified sep-
2rate and apart from the bond lssue to ent
able the Btate to do more for both the
cltles and the rural areas over and above
the present road program.

Finally, Trz Nrws belleves that there will
be adequate money in the next four years
to make a sizeable dent in the rural road
program, and enough In the next ten or
twelve years to carry out all of Governor
Beott's goal without deserting the sound
pay-as-you-go principle in favor of a cost-
ly bond lssue which will plague ourselves
and our children long after some of the
roads it bullt have worn out.

PACT

(Becreary of State Dean Acheson). knows that
I feel as does (Vandenberg) that the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations would not
approve or adopt any sort of language In an
internationsl agreement which would commit
us to go to war when some other country in
Europe mighit be uitacked. We arc not re-
aponaible for the wnh that might
grow up In the coun of Europe. Any

European nation might attack another na-
tion, not merely the one country (Russia)
about which we hear so much talk . . . We
are making it vey plain tb the Secretaty of
State or to anyone else who has any agency
in regard to the that this is our attl-
tude.”

A new volce was heard then: Senator
Knowland from California.

BENATOR KNOWLAND: “T should like to
say ... that it seems to me that (we) must
Tecognize the fact that peace is in jeopardy.
And that we can no longer be unconcerned
AL any overt act of aggression wherever it
might occur in the world . . . I do not think
(Benator Donnell) wants to give the impres-
1i6n to the world that this Government would
be unconcerned ‘at any such act of aggres-
slon.”

Senator Donnell sald of course he didn't
want the world to think that and Senator
Connolly once again obliged the legislal
body with Texas candor.

SENATOR uomlou.v “. .. .The mere
fact that we associate es with these
other ocurmunu n & consultative ca city,
we say for the moment, agres (o Wlk
vtm them end advise with them and talk to

foreign

ministers, wm of itself have a

of the State Department. that they
will not siyn any treaty until we have had a
look at it. As 1 see If, this pact is more or
less an official expression of our interest in

ace and wr intetest in the nations

. or any other kind.
must automatically go to war when some
Furopean nation demands that we fight its
war”

And in this manner the decks were
eleared In the upper house of the Congress
of the United Btates. From the conversa-
ton Europe could learn this:

The United States will consider an act
of aggression by Russia against any mem-
ber of the pact cause for-serious concern
in this nation and perhaps—depending on
the circumstances—a cause for a declara-
tion of war by this nation. But more than
that, the people of Europe could feel secure
in thelr “community of interest” with the
United States. Russia, on the other hand,
could realize that there are to be no more
Czechoslovakias.

CONTRASTS

followers of Governor Talmadge have pre-
sented bllls in the Legislature plainly de-
signed to disfranchise the Negro. An Ala-
bama political leader has proposed an
to the State C to
“eliminate” the -Negro -entirely from the
Democratic Party In Alabaria.
The best defense the South has against
Federal civil rights laws is to take the in-
itiative in recognizing that its Negro citi-

zens have same rights and privileges
under the titu that its white citi~
sens have. North Chrolina's Governor ap-

pears to understand that. Georgia and
please sopy.

People’s Platform

Hurrah! Purvis Is On The Map

PURVIS, X. C.

Editors. Tux Nows:
E are several things yunning around in my
pore country mind and I want to get them “off

my mm »
N. C.. has not been on any of
m.h“y maps issued 8o

the State

sion In Raleigh (it wouldn't take quite seven million
dollars to make it safe and convenient, I am told)
has glven me his word that Purvis, N. C, will be on
the next highway map of North Carolina, Then,
maybe I will be able to get a Charlotte News with-
out driving to Pembroke or Lumberton or Rowland
atter it
That has been the only way T knew to get one
#0 far until the day um issue. T had almost decided
to give up the " here on my farm and
move to Charlotte -hen 1 could buy both four and
five star editions w e news was atill news and
not fust old puper If you folks can guarantee
718 per cent minimum delivery on day
start ‘sending me The News at once and bl my"
sm handles our money, If we have any.
the reason highway accidents were so
high In 1946 1s that seversl million nervous, high-
strung war veterans who had not driven a ear in
one and a half to six yeays mere relc
service that year and bought Just any old car they
could find and they were all I & hurry to get some-
where and do nothing, just like I was after World
ar 1
You see, Mr. Editor, all the automobile plants
Were waxing rich on war contracts of different Al-
lied governmenys and they neglected to make the

perlenced young veterans bought and drove. Too,
Skilled machanics were acarce and a lot of the ones
®ho kiew how were getting so much money for 80

Tikle work. umti) They idms have time to do it right
—even If they had the parts and you paid them 82

better times are
x:md even with less money lo wems by everybody.

J. PAUL RCBERTSON.

Editors. Tur New:

s
MY _wife had gone after the mafl while T was

Purvis s st last on the map!
e lived In or near Purvis since I left my

mhzu home In 1919, after World War I, lnd even
(h have got my mail out of Purvis P. O. begin-
in December, 1928, it had never been on the

Thank God, it is now on the map, Yue entirely to
thn good. o"lcn of my great and good friend, W. Kerr
" Governor. May he rise to the greatest

Belebite of out gTeatest nation,
Confidentially, Mr. Editor. T haven't heard any-
thing about rlL\llI( hl‘ meager pittance as general
manager of Ih state of our great union!

Have you, Sir
~J. PAUL ROBERTSON.

Trucks Pay Their Way
Editors, Tue New: on
lN reply to the Xeltrr written about trucks tearin;

up. mnn-vn And their payment on the upkeep o
same by t

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

investigation of lhr effects of the Bikini bomb tests
offing. In fact, Sen. Brien McMahon,
Atomic Energy Committee. may announce it any

Senators say privately that they are fed up -m. the
hush-hush policy of the brass hats. While the Senate Com-
cent In favor of keeping secret all atomic

tnformation of mulblr value to an enemy, they do not be- |
or the American people are
Also. mmmum members feel the brass hats

mittee is 100 per

lieve elther the U.
an enemy.

Congress

i in ¢
ehnmun of the

the effectiveness of the
have made in fajling to redesign or abolish warships.

One mumung fact now in the hands of. the scmu
ittee is It show:
re

f the inslde story of ‘Bikinl.
foat of the 73 .mw lnvn.lna In the Bikini tests,
81 were sunk or desti

‘This is an mmnaux I lwo bombe,

from onl; Y
waa never released in unu-mona.hla lon-n to the American

public. On the conf releases were carefully spread  ihe A-bomb s on to

out over a period of fime 30 (RaL the man In the street mever radiey coneluded that “the problem of decontami- the gift

really knew what happened. nating. the. toa seivice. o battinip or the: brick and  probably wi g0 down i hix
S 4 rement of a future Hiroshima remains prac insolvable” busterer who ever ke

What Bombs Did Most important single harmful result of the BIKini the junior Kingfish

E real fact, however, is that two bombs at Buun( sank the
e Japanese
battleship Nagato, two cruisers. ten dmm\m three sub-
marines, twelve transports and numerous other vessels. ‘The
aircraft carrier Independence, which was subjected to in-
ini bombs, 13 now anchored off
ctsco, pmmnomly destroyed—usable only
ine the, possibility of removing

tense blasts from both Bik
San Pr-

ground_to determ

Fedonctiviy. This 1 el dangerous two years after
of the Senate Atomic Energy Committee point
0 many m ons bomb 'wr be

D s st

ouh et the lows o6 b0 ships fro

bomb to cover up mistakes they

A8 & through the formation nl bone tumors.

Da you know what a truck-tractor license tag

s?7—$280. What do you pay for yours. 410 to $187

Did you know that a tag for a company tractor-tratler

I8 figured on a percentage basis? The more they drive
and earn the more they pay In taxes.

Did you know that a truck-traller gets on the
average of five miles to a gallon of gas, and that
there ta. as admitted. & MIx to seven' cents tax on
every gallon? So, by the simple problem of mathe-
matics every tme one of tl drives five
miles, 84 more pennies are pald Into our State
reasury? How much do you pay on.a five-mile

a

drive?
4 to the drivers being safe and courteous In

their driving—have you ever sat on your front
rch and watched some of the nice. safe, oollru.;o\u

auto drivers? I have, and I'll take the trucker

Ume 'However, Im not condemning all_the -m

drivers as you did the 1

there are good auto drivers, too.

Now for the welght laws. you ‘know that
North Carolina has one of the lowest weight Limits
in the East and the poorest roads The states north
f us. except Virginia, have bigger weignt limits,
more trucks and better roads. How do you account
for that

I s my contention that trucks do carry their
part of the taxes. that repair ana rebuild the roads,
that vou seem to think was bullt to carry your ‘auto
over on vour Sunday pleasure trip and not to be

ised by trucks bringing in supplies, food and all
the necessities of. life that you and 1 take for
granted.

g —C. W. HORTON,

It Takes All Kinds . . ..

Fditors. Trr Nrws
EADING many letters in
farmer's wife signing as

HICKORY

your section, such as &
rs. John Nesbit. T am

the mill worker who stands in front of a blast fur-
nace while his wife and children live in_ordin
houses Jammed In on each side by nelghbors cer-
tainly not of their own choosing.

'Or ‘mavbe they would Iike ts. trade places with
the coal miner and live the existence that the family
of & coal miner lives In a lonely ommuniy. spart
from the rest of the world, with the h
mx home black as the ace of
life of a steel worker, steeple jack. (ud hog.
man or fisherman out ‘at sea for we

All of these people pay taxes oo, " All of these
workers are just as much & part of our life, contribute
to our welfare. pay thelr way as they go. a3 does the
farmer, and T don't think any farmer would ex-
change positiofis and T am most positive no farmer's
wife would trade places with the wives of any of
the above mentioned. Also in reverse. none of the
mentioned tradesmen would exchange places witn

e farmer
. aince we have known for a long tfme that it
takes all kinds of people ta make a world, why not
the people Instead of believing you are
W

one of the chosen ft
—SAMUEL THOMAS.

Maybe the
0g, sea-

The People’s Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount {. Communications
thould be less than 300 words. o {1

possible. and on only one stde of the

Libel flh . w’mu wlll be deleted—o henoiss
anything aou ach letter must be #i, -
Editors, Twe News e

Bikini Investigation

WASHINGTON
SECRETARY of Defense Forrestal and the Navy are moving
{rantically to hush it up but a full-fledged Congressional

ronsidered & mator vanl Suaster at any sime.

within half a mile of It
Decontamination ‘Insolvable’
observer at Bikini, reveals that.

fried frantically to remove radioactivity from d
but without success. Bradley reported that

foam! all spread with liberal amounts of gob
nmrmn d no n | in removing the radioactivity.”
Sandblasting wi effective, but you caf

o Pearl Harbor or the Brems

et 1t h paint to clear the dec

But short of that, the m-t of

blasts was nul the explosions themsel
more damage than any bombs in
plutonium was spread far and wide over the fleet
Plutonium 1is the

Tt lodges In the bones, dertrovs the blood-|
and mav kill either by wrecking the red
cells of the victim or it ma

removed' by any known

None _of this Information 1s mt
many of the doctors of all nations.
who' this year (s bullding more
of new ships, hasmn

the

potency of the bomb our fa

Bathiub: admirals are bustly pouring another $130,000,000
e fown the draln on a 3 000-ton supercarrier which could be
ut of action permanently if a bomb were dropped

NFORMATION brought to the Senate Committee’s atten-
tion by Dr David Bradley. a sclentist who was an offictal
the Navy

after the tests,

tucta.
radioactivity administared by

history—but the fact that

most dangerous atomic element of all

v kill the victim many years later
Plutonium cannot be

Auotltnkmwnlu

lhln MMW 'vnh
't pald much attention to the problem.

Marquis Childs

Push And Pull

‘WASHINGTON
BOTH heat and light, with con-
siderably more of the former,
are being generated as the Senate
rings on new labor legislation
continue In their third week. This
forecast of the debate to come
on the Benate floor, promises
to be long drawn out and full of
rancor.
The proapect ia that the final bl
may be really satisfacto

the labor hoop like an obedient
trained seal, this will not be a
healthy situation. Out of it could
come strikes and widespread labor
un

rest.
ut sensible and knowledgeable
men continue to search for a rea-

tional poles of Sen. Taft on the ong
hand and Sens. Mufray and Neely
on the other hand 1 & wide area of
agreement
Goop nrm NEEDED

A majority of the Senate would
be likely

Jurisdictional strikes would be pro-
“ hibited as unfair labor practices.
Unlons would be required to file
and publish financial statements
and by-laws. The conciliation serv-
ice would be retained as an inde-
pendent agency.
'rh- chur obstacles to agreement
e closed-shop provision and
the 'lssue of whether

fafe. On
lhmtwpdnummdm-hm

m Joseph Kovner, & special!
in labor law, comes what seems b
me s reasonable proposal to end

aver these two pointa.
He suggests that a commission of

dationa within six months on the
main pointa of dispute.

commlssion would consider
the tioed shop and other forms of
compulsory ution _memberahip to,
determine what regulations, If any,
should be Included In law to insure
the rights of the individual worker.

James Marlow

It would also study possible lulhob
0 be nppl when strikes

about e u- -m.y or
health of Ihg natios

PROS A.'m CoNs

ing the six monthe the es-
perts wuu g0 Into -ery.phn- of
thewe touchy lssues and with m.
ular reference to the actual prac-
{ices and habiisof management and
labor. Their recommendations would
carry much welght with Congress.
Such & commission would Kot Dec-
fusarily conslav of experts
tag; the slde of either
management or labor.  Tn univers
sitles and research institutions sd
rmous amount of more or less
objective study has gone into Jabor-
management ~ relation. Thus

i
2
i
]
:
3

lhla law s to xm & comm!
work to assembly
brains. Such a cooling-off
may be necessary for #
the deepest controversiss are to be
resolved satisfactorily.

Something Or Nothi ng

WASHINGTON

J 78 like tellifg a pal “we have to
protect each other and If any-
body slugs you, you can count on

pal says, “count on you,

hol-”’ and you get red and con-
fused and you can’t answer.

That's how It s with us now after

-n lhe talk about a North Atlantic

e Dept. has been talking
for monlhl with Canada and the
nations of western Europe about an
agreement. h

The 1s to protect all of
us against an attack by Comma-
nlsm. If those other countries fall,
we'll be practically alone In the
world,

We're stronger than lhrv are,
!hcy need us. But we

and
em,

All the work on the a
has been done quietly. Tt hnl lln-
ished yet. And none of it has been
made public.

And when it Is completed. it will
e 8 worthless scrap of paper unless
the Senate approves. 8o It h:
long way to go.

But these qmluolu 'lll hit* the

rt nt between
this country and the western Buro-
pean_demociacies
the agreement mean any-
thing at all unless e an fron
promise th fight for any ally that's
attac

3 s Bhwiszme Xeep any ai-
| or expect them to stand up
inut threats or attack. ufless we

€ive mich &
And right ere. the problem un-
folds

Congress alone under the Con-
stitution, has the power to declars
war If war comes In the future it}
be the fob of the Congress in ses-
slon at the time to declare the war.

gress
cm-m-- will drclare war?
President might de.
cign NRhting for wn ally was need-
ed for this countrv's safety and—
1f one of our allles was attacked,
he might throw our armed forces
fato battle, leaving it to Congress
declare war later. formally.
But can anv Congress. which
alone has power to declare war,

give any President, present or fu-
t wer to make

how oved
from the isolationism that kept us
out of the League of Nations. =,
Now the question ts: Do we goall
the . promising armed hllp? or
do

s without

of the problem of
'ﬂrlln( Jut the North Aumu-
agree:
A e u.y: ago Sen. Connally.
‘Texas Democrat, startled the world
by saying of the agreement:

It Imuldn'l mean we'd have to go
to war to help an ally that was at-
tacked: 1t woulant mean we had &
“moral” oblization to do so.

agreement ke
The others would have to "uk wuch
measures at it may deem necessary
to maintain the security of the
North Alhnuc area”

‘That.

seems to me, could
nom»mm: or nothing u;;ln wasrt

ght mean we'd fight

ally that was attacked. Or it mhhl
mean we'd just stay home and bulld
otr fences.

Secretary of State Acheson, very
concerned. tasued yesterday & stater

ent w) one seemed to be “ev-
ervthing will turn out all right™
Wh

Poreign Relations Committee, which
lnoks over the a t before
he Senate can vote on It. And the
Senate is unlikely to approve what
the Committee disapproves.

the agreement, whatever I!. ]
wihil | have to plesse Connally and
his

May Be Launched

yet. because

and its results

nectiona of the report

Chiets of Statr on.the “Bikint tests whic
up. The re

statement that
mbs may well destroy nations and change present

has bottled
significa

ards of cmunuon

can't sandblast
& whole thip under baitle mnﬂlllnm Nor can you undhlm

young Sen.
the

‘This {s the Inside reason why the Atomic Energy Committes
now serlously planning a full-dress investigation of Bikind

0st important document the sciéntists are urging
Atomic Energy Commum to break loose

s the m-m--nm
fhe Evaluation Board of the Joint
h Defense Secretary
oum:luldn with the
“future wars employing atomie

stahd.

t lobbylsts on Capitol Hill have been drawing &
red h!rﬂn‘ across the trall of the proposed

ying that those in favor of more public kmwbdn about

e atomic bomb actually want to give secrets to

ns. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Junior Kingfish Yields

Rumsell Long, who Mmll-

filibuster, Ras found he cant

~0ld Senator from Louisiana has
blrﬂmhh!l!hn ﬂullilll\l']‘ﬂ"h.

the Seqate. .nn all mL -n
not “filibuster his

could
 did  attending a reception for President Truman. His wife nnha

to go: he didn't.
When Mrs. Long cal

ahould not be present.
sorts of excuses.

almost et

Do filibusterer can affor

e didn't
wite as s late y.m—r had done to the Senate but he did

paused. A point,
“All right. baney. -um
reply. “What

called him on the the young

en phone.
Senator engaged In a lon( string of arguments as to why M

He hemmed and hawed,
read the cooking recipes to e

Tyt else.
nn-ny the unnL\n Junipr made the one mistake which
a

‘make on the Senate floor. Be
lm][dlnh!r'w\!
the Senator from Loulsians,
We suppossd o be thare?™




