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OUR HAM IN WONDERLAND

action of Congressman Hamilton O.
Jones In jolning the House Veterans

. ready, in the short space of two terms, suc-
“eumbed to that old malady, Potomac fever.

It's & batfling sort of diseass, faintly
to hypnosis in that it whisks its vie-
-the world of reality and sends

to throw around.

.

He likes it, of course, and wouldn't for
the world get well because then he wanld
have to revert to this ugly, hard world
where people have to work for a living and,
somehow, save erough money from their
grocery bills to pay their U. 8. taxes.

80, he rouses from his slumber and nods

more votes to send him back to his Won-

A TRAGIC REMINDER

VIEW of the two ferrible tragedies’ In
bone-dry Gaston County recently, it
would be wise for North Carolina to stop
and ponder the wisdom of trying b solve
the alcohol problem by reverting to Pro-

hibition.

In these two tragedies we have a fresh
reminder that Prohibition, per 3¢, does not
(1) stop drinking, or (2) eliminaje the
fortunate results thereof.

Last September the voters of Gaston
County banned wine and beer. The bever-
ages-went off the counters two manths
later. Gaston became one of the new to-
tally dry countles in North Carolina.

Last week a Gastonla police car, racing
to Intercept = bootlegger on the Union
Road, crashed 1gtd the automobile of
one of Gastonia’s best loved afd most
popular citizens, Jim Leventis, killing him,
and seriously Injuring one of the officers.
Both were innocent victims of an attempt
o stop something which happened under
a Prohibition law.

derland. The more votes, the more vigor=
ously he bobs his head.

At the risk of shattering our somnolent
solon’s illusion, we would remind him that
the $90-a-month pension plan he has vot-
ed for would, éven on the conservative es-
timate of its proponents who naturally
minimize its cost, burden the U. 8, taxpay-
ers with a whopping six billion dollars s
year, more money than the whole Federal
Government cost a few years ago.’

But quite apart from the unbearable cost
1s the completely unsupportable theory
that once a man has done his duty and
served his-country, he deserves to be sub-
sidized the rest of his life by non-service
connected ' disability payments and non-
service connected old age.

“There is every reason to do as much as
possible for the man who suffered injury
or loss of earning capacity during his pe-
riod of service, or for the familles of such
men. But such blanket, indiscriminatory
handouts as that just endorsed by Reps.
Jones, Rankin, et al, are wrong in principle
and disastrous in practice.

Monday night five men gathered in a
Gastonla residence and began drinking &
lethal mixture of bay rum, shellac solvent,
and water. One of them was a chronlo

alcoholle, had been in jall previously 80 *

times for drinking. All five of them died

tragedies on the fact that Gaston County
1s dry. But they do vividly call to mind the
old Prohibition era when cops chased boot-
leggers through crowded cities, endanger-
ing their own lives and those of motorista
and pedestrians; when bay rum and
canned heat and various other dudly

polsonous substitutes for liquor took s
ltndy toll of human life or left their vic-
tims blinded or maimed.

These are the statistics the Drys ignore
in arguing for a return to Prohibition;
these are the tragedies which we once
knew, and will surely know again if
persist in trying to evade a problem by out-
lawing It Instead of solving it.

NEW U. S. PERSONNEL SYSTEM

recent report of the Hoover Com-
mission properly concerned itself with
the Federal job system for the very sirple
reason that the huge and complicated
Government we have today can not be en-

' trusted to poorly qualified people.
As cammunm member Arthur 8. Flem-

ing said
’l'h_-e personnel must be solved
or the other reports of the Commission won't

to The Washington Post, “has uturly fall-
+ ed to meet the demands of the Govern-
ment now that it employs more than 2,-
000,000 persons.”
Continuing, The Post says:

plicated.

‘The Commission would leave the Civil
Bprvice Commission as & fixer of stand-
(ards, but would give the various depart-
ments more Jeeway In recruiting and hiring
their own-people. To guard against po-
litical patronage in employment, the pres-
ent law requiring the dismissal olﬂmy TVA

From The Fayetteville Observer’

appointing officer who uses political favor-
Itism would be extended to thé entire Fed-
eral system.

The Hoover Commission goes into the
many detalls of employment—rate of pay,
hiring and firing, promotions, treatment
of emplgyees, and the like, approaching
each with what appears to be eminently
wise and sound judgment.

But what all the words of the bulky re-
port add up to is a frank, full admission
that the U. 8. taxpayers have not been
getting thelr money’s worth from the sal-
arles pald to Federal jobholders. There
are, of course, countless thousands of com-
petent, falthful workers who, If anything,
are not paid enough. But there are many
others who are not properly qualified or
are In the wrong jobs.

No system s any better than the people
who administer it. If the Congress should
agree that the Hoover

FLOODS IN EASTERN EUROPE

Sumner Welles

The Scandinavian Crisis

‘WASHINGTON

Tm: ;r-um which the Kremlin has been bringing
one or another of the Scandinavian
countries since 1045 has now culminated i its threas

pendence and of Scandanavian unity.

Denmark, Norwsy and Bweden, together with
Pinland and Tceland, represent & Dowerful force for
free institutions, and the
maintenance of Lhou decent Inumluuml stand-
ards which mean a peaceful world. The domination
of any one of them by the Soviet Union would en-
danger the survival of the rest.

There has been a general tendency to_think of
Finland &s merely another Soviet satelite, We are
forgetiing that, although they are in the shadow of
2nd sublect to the onerous provisians of the
* post-war treaties tmposed upon them by Moscow,
Pincs o thelr mational elecsion Tt Spring dared to
purge their government of ita Communist members.
‘They arg resisting Russian domination under Slllln
a5 courageously as resisted Russian tyranny
under the Czars.
It is significant that the Boviet propagands of
with “ma-
vian al-
n ﬂm!d to eolncldu with the demands
made on Norwa

PAST FINNISH POLICY

Until now the Politburo has sought to contro! the
Pinnish government by having its Communist stooges
joln in the establishment of popular front cabinets.
It i3 the same strategy as that which has so succe
fully been employed in other Eastern European
states.

But after me Communists' defeat at the polls lm

May,

only dared to reject Communist ovmnm for & m
popular front, but succeeded in securing the support

of all of Finland's democratic parties. 7

olm cabinet hu checked ‘inflation.
use of its soclal legislati
M of ndusteinl Iabor. AL & result of

put its finger on the main sore spots, and
adopt such legislation as may be necessary
to carry out the recommendations, we will
have gone a long way toward restoring
order and efticlency to this monstrous gov-
ernment enterprise.

There is always the danger that Con-
gressmen and Benators, who have more
than an academic Interest In matters con-
cerning U. 8. jobholders, will prefer not to
disturd the present situation. If so, it will
be up t5the people of the country to per-
suade them to act.

LEGAL ENGLISH -

Ohlo State Legislator who wants to
reform the language of lsw-making
@eserves credit for.a good try, but it is
doubtful that he gets far with his attempt.
The assemblyman proposes, however, to
offer a resolution asking that-bills be writ-
ten In -pmue everyday English 50 18 t0
be easily un
Laws in ud:nt days may. havebeen
framed in language understandable to the
masses of people—those/who could read.
But the centuries have encrusted them
with layer after layer of legal gobbledy-
gook. King Willlam the Norman ‘conquerdd
England almost 900 years ago. In conse-

in reasonably simple language. The Federal
Constitution, it is true, has been subjected
to twisting and extension, particulstly in
its Fourteenth Amendment. But there Is
no confusion of meaning in the Twenty-
First Amendment, Bection 1 of which nyl

workers. Until n lar
Teaction that would be ereated in the mc of -8candi-
navia if Finland were occuoled by

ed to believe that A Communist 'mmm-nt
could stil) ‘be Imposed ui the Finnish people by
g:; kind of political coup b detat that was mpd n

rganizationf of the CommuMist Party began
Tast "September. To has been patterned on the Gom:
munist_organization in Buch Communist

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

leaders Hartta Knusinen and Malmberg
trylng desperately to place Communists in xey
positions in the trade unlons and sgricultural or-
ganizations,

BECRET FLANS

quite as significant as the present So-
viet propagands offensive against Pinland's social-
democratic government ls the fact that the secrvt
plans of the Finnish Communists demand &

party reorganization by April 1.

Should Moscow's attempt to gain control of the Pin-
nlsh government fall, however, there is unfortunately
question that the Red armies can overrun

nd Feach the Finnish- Swedish frontier within 48 hours.

u |. the nightmare with which the Nurvecluu

nes as well as the Swedes now af-

Dicted. 1 1s hardl ly sur nuln( Uhat Swedlah o1 public

opinion unquestionably mpmm Sweden's traditional

policy, "no power ve us—or any of
us—with It or against it."

Yet the Soviet threat us  Norway may provs 0
be & costly blunder. Even the more timorous of the
Btandinavians. have ot forgotten
violation of the non-

Europe.
which the Kremlin flagrantly
umlcn pact with Caechoslovakis a few Tmonths

OUR poLICY CLUMSY

diplomacy, however, has rarely been
Tess nkuuu\ Than in the preliminary negotiation of the
North Aflantic defense pact. As Walter "Lippmann
has so clearly pointed out, our precipitancy and our
failure to take into account the post!
which each Scandinavian state must find itself, until
A comprehensive North Atlantic defense pact
come into force, have created uncertal nd grow-
ing confuslon on the part of the Bcandinavian

les. Our own policy has donr rnuch to offset the
resentment created by Sovi

A nal defense pact of the Western European
become essential to the survival of the
restern

nations has

ressur
action r-uuln-d to enable th
assure our partners in an Atlantic rulnml pact that
this Government 1s réady and prepared to render -4--
quate military aid in the event ‘of sggression.

The People’s Platform s avaflable to anp
reader who eare':nln mount #. Coumm(wuou
an

on if

aper.

u—afm:wo

anything gogs. Each letter must be signed. —
Fattors, Tox News

Marquis Childs

Questionable Act

WASHINGTON
health plan presented by the

hour death-bed conversion, and be-
cause of that the sincerity and the
intention of the AMA will be ques-
tioned.

The plan wes made public as the
Trumsn Administration is working
on a camprehensive national health

end

1 doubtfu
But what most Americans do
is this: is
costly that in any adequate form it

between is the broad band of
middle-class Americans fof whom

roud to accept charity
medical costs are prohibitively high.
These are the Americans who have

them medical care at a price they
could nay.

One method 1s the

medical care plan. hmmn tormed

the absence of any concerted
ement for a gradual betterment

o! health standards and a lowcFing
of medical costs on a co-operative
or group basis, & Federal measure
was certain to be put forward. The

. Joseph Alsop

Vulnerable Flanks

FROM the vantage polxtu
this old, indomitable clly. $1% h
clear that the world crisis

As_the disastrous developments
n China and Indonesia suggest
only too clearly, the first center of

o e whole story.
is golng forward in the Par East is
Dothing less than a Soviet llru!
drive toward Australia tn
oy comparable 1o the Japaness
drive by sea.
China being lost, the decisive
srea.In this giruggle wil be o the
Southward, The " out
hete wood, Dn Tndo-Ohina, the
French have thin far Taled. misere

regime of Belng
unwilling either to make convinc-
concessions to Indo-Chinese
natlonalism, or to convince by suf-
ficlent force, tney have merely
Jrasted men and treasure. London
has now urgently warned
get on with the job, grimly po
ing out that the Jig will be up "
and when Chinese unists
control the other side of the bor-

elusive groups of Communist guer-
silias, And In Burma, the situation

cumpetent, frivolous and nurr\lm
Rang t.  Onk

rernmen
Rangoon leader of any eolileu\-lﬂ'lc!v
‘Thakin Nu, remains rdered.
Two ucuom of Gomimunlate are In
the fleld. And if present anarc)
continues, the Communista,
the only organized element, must
win in the end.

Add these situations to the sit-
ustions in Chins and Indonesia,
and the danger in the Far “East

tragedy Is um the AMA mum have
ploneered in discovering a grass
roots, vnhm'-lr! truly American way
to meet the problem.

Instead, untll the twelve - polnt
health plan of this week, the AMA

was the
of Delegates at the 8t. Louis meet-
ng in December, have stooped

blous and what might even be
called un-American [
PROPAGAND,

all Protestant ministers ad
dressed to “Dear Ameri-i
can* Apparently through a_blune;
der it sent to Rdman

and prod: s violent reaction.
One passage
letter says:

“To the hantv- n

e Christian who
the nncuty of life, nothing could’
be more outrageous

ing h the
application of or com-!
pulsion_ by of an abuse of
political medicine. power ]
all medical services is concentrated
in the of a few buresucrata,
1t would be inevitable that — sooner
or later — misuse it to

establish ‘quotas’ for the baby crop

farm nmuuln s
seeking to raise s
fund |\ nxm the Administration
t

of doctor and citizen.'The Re-
publicans are with their
own health and plan. They

urma and Ind are neces- !
sary rice bowls of the Orient, Ma~
layan rubber tin are among

foundation of the Brit-
ish economy. 1f Japan is denied |
commerce with Asia she can only |
survive at all, on|
huge Ame: And it

ting signs.
In recent months

with Communist ’umnu xm
Eastern mropeh Communist

everywhere are mivuhﬂnl‘
their efforts to capitalize on the
dreadtul disparity in circumstances
between the Arab pashas and the

Arab poory,

A full-scale Soviet effort in the
Middle East must certainly be ex- |
pected, if the Sovlets score further
successes in the Far East. Nor are !
these dangers which can be sarely |
tgmored_on
must not dllperu our efforta. Any

such upset In the world balance of
power as now vhruxm will almost |

Bevin
on the eve of lnnmn( India md
utheast Asis another

glonal grouping nh Western Un-
fon, ‘when the Dutch attack on In-
plans.

dogesta wrec

sum, 1f there s & lesson 1 |
London, where one sces beyond the |
borders’ of Europe, it ls that our
{ob 18 far trom done when Europe
bas become temporarily stabilized.
Indeed, we shall be worse than cs-
iriches f wo mistake great local
successes, as Britain's recor.
ey o decisive *umning potnts 1
the The

struggle is actually broadening and

becomes apparent. The strategic
are past

Legal Processes Cool Atlantic

re-

Pact

WASHINGTON

rr WAS kept hush- hum \m Nerwuhn Porelgn Min-

ster Halmard Lange t secret lunch-

n with a group of Cqmmuumu leaders in House apeﬂer
am Rayburn's office just before he returned to

"7t the lunchwn me Norwegian diplomat -hmmxy let

hair down to Ame: 1 leaders his

n the

been

his

the national
hereby repealed.

Bar assoclation surveys have shown that
n court procedure America is often more
archale than other English-language na-
tions such as Canada. A Canadian grand
jury true bill is often simple and direct up
to the point of bluntness compared with
one drawn up, for example, in the State of
If the language of courts

Quc'nce courts in Fay Indt)’ are
with the sheriff’s cry of “oyez,
oyu. Norman French for “hear ye, hear

mn may be & reason for retaining ar-
ehatc and involved legalistic language
other than the desire of lawyers to keep
their trade secrets a mystery. How many.
People could agree on.the precise denota-
tion of a word? Louls Carroll's Humpty-
Dumpty told Alice that “when I use & word
1t means what I choose it to mean.” That
may sound whimsical. But In our own Hay
we have a New Deal justice of the U. 8.
Bupreme Court who spoke to the effect
that interpreding a law to mean what the
language might commonly be understood
to mean may be pernicious over-simplifi-

eation.
BSome great documents have boen written

|

can be ‘simplified without hampering jus-
tice, perhaps the language of Legislatures
can be simplified also. But at the moment
it seems that the Ohlo brother has s long
way to go. )

In the United States is not a single im-
portant labor leader who, were he to take
up residence In Russia, would not soon be

under terrific pressure
the Western powers In a muttal-defense agreemen
I‘.An(a

Wld the Congressmin met-with him that

rried about whether or not to throw In

2 ot with. the. Wert Rather, Cangé said thing that

con: Norwegians, as well as the Danés, was what
would happen iIn the event Russ ng_troo

near the Norwegian border during the period while Congress

debated and before American aid became effective. Lange

showed n brilliant knowledge of the American legislative

process.

Hf estimated it might be five months before American
ald reached Norway in quantity. It was this lag, the For-
elgn Minister sald, that was caustng the Norwegians so
much concern.

House Bwll!r Sam Rayburn and Hllorﬂy mder John
McCormac! Massachusetts both wiction
that Amzﬁtl would would back Norway to ?.hl hHl But
both also warned him that the American legislative processes

yent. They.

ing Norway, Congress re swif!
Upshot 'of the hmc}\m nich wax also

hanged for & — (5.€)
News & Courter. ;

Best Texas hobby we know about Is col-
lecting productive ol wells. —Dallas (Tex.)

Morning News.
. -

Another sure sign the holiday sesson is =

over: The train has started Tunning on
— Rarly County (Ga.) News."

Claren

Missourd, Forelgn Relations c«mmnm Chairman 8ol Bloom
af New York, Senator Magnuson and Congreasman Mitchell,
both of Washington. was that Lange's determination to
ek with the West was o atiffent

uncheon for the Norweglan Forelgn uln-
ater who -rr-ued by is old friend, Congressman Henry M.
Jnckson of Washing

Truman Asks Autograph
JRESIDENT TRUMAN fs still llu!n(lllck out of the
mistake the polisters, predicters and the mlnwrl
VS

made in the lut election. He p.xu:uhﬂy enjoyed
cent book by Morris Ernst—"The People Know w"—w ich
&issects the mistakes of the press in the late campalgn.

71 you hagn't written this book. Td have written it my-
self,” Truman told Ernst, when the Iatter called at the White
House the other dl’ “It just had to be done.

Truman Indicated he had read every 'BN of the book
and thoroughly enjoyed the way the press and the predicters
were taken apart.

“Herbert Hoover.” rem: Trumsn, “told me he hpd
handed out autographs all his life-but never asked for one.
But I'm one President,_who ls.géing to ask for an autograph.
T want yours™

Truman handed 8 copy of Emat' book back to him while
Brnst inscribed

Hint Got Franco Loan

ERE 1a the inside story on why Pranco Spain after so

many years in the State Department's doghouse has now
been able to get & $25.000.000 loan the Chase National
Bank

The man behind this loan is Paul Culbertson, American
Charge d'Affalres in Madrid. He succeeded in mhv;mhl:":

State Department that it

some kind of economic help or else he will refuse to
co-operate in the Allied :hm for defending Europe.
Culbertson sent scores of telegrams warning that| Franco
was heading for serious trouble unless be m dollars some-
where to buy American machinery a needed
to keep his factories running.

“The problem stum te Department for & while,
becatse 1t could not risk giving sp-m an American Qovern-
ment loan without arousing & loud protest from many
h & dictator. Finally

Bank that it was all right to give
Natlonal jumped At the chance, because 1ts & good business
deal that may lead to more loans of this

The State Department, meanwhile, Is -mw back 4
1s

watch how Pranco upcmn first loan s0

whether 10 open up the U. 8. Export-Import B-nk o him for
further help. Needless to say, Paul Culbertson Is now aces
M‘h'luznlmhrmmto r making all this possible,

Austrian Treaty Kaput

mn the Amierican representative_st the dis-
cussions f(r an Austrian peace treaty, wants to eome
back home, Reyber has reported to the State
that, with the conference only three days old, it's M
quite clear the Russians have no Intention whatscever of
coming to an agreement on Austria.

Molotov against Acheson to try out our new

State for size, weight, height and reach,

Business Biggies In Washington

PRHI’DINT TRUMAN has been holding some highly im-
rd

portant off-the-reco:
cause ofn 1s concern

mnmm"ﬁeﬂbﬂt‘mmﬁdffmnm-

ng In Tad Miying weather concern was expressed

over Pederal Reserve Board nmluuom on. inataliment b\u-
ing. which. It wasa_ sald, were threatening Mncreased
emplovment.

The industrialists told the President and Barkley that'
the one element blocking continued production is the Pederal

mean a real softening of the ent
i) of some marginal m!
ressed by what they heard, promised to tak
Federal Reserve Board Chairman

seemed tm
Terulation up with
B. McCabe.



