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The_people can be sure, then, that the
forthcoming reports will tell the whole
story, not merely a part of it. The c ¥
lotte-Mecklenburg officials are.to be
mended for thelr full and generous :o-
operation.

o
. .

HE_INTTIAL report fills in some Im=-

portant gaps. Many pages “are de-
voted to a detalled account of the various
steps by which Mecklenburg County’ and
the City of Charlotte -developed as legal
entities. This is information which has not
‘been previously nv-ll-hle in concise, chro-
hological form. "

Still more mlerenlnl Is the tracing of
relationships between city and county serv-
Ices streets, - criminal  laws, |police
Torces, courts, Jails, schools, healthserv-
ices, finances, In each case the problems
of people who' lived clou Aogether in the
city became different from those in the _
rural areas, and certaln/ extra city serv-
ices’ were - inaugurated to supplement
county services and mnlm!d to supplant’
them.

‘In the process both govemmeu'a were
growing in shegr ‘size.

ORthe County side.'a one man Re;\mr
of Deeds Wecame a department of nine
people; the Clerk of Court a department
of seventeen people; the Sheriff a depart-
ment of ten people working with civil
matters and a seffarate - Rural - Police
the welfare officer

a statf of N -

On the City slds_. the Health Officer now
directs a>staff of 85 people; the street
overseer a department of 85; the fire| chief
a force of 159; the police chief.a d'plﬂ.-
ment of 163.

What this historical development means
in the «dual terms of cost and efficiency
will be shown in the- subsequent reports,
on indivigual topics. But already it is
evident that this monumental survey will,
be of keen interest not only to Mecklen-
burgers but to the: other metropalitan
counties in North Carolina and, indeed,
the nation.

in its most, favorable circumstances, the
B. Tryon 8t. site is siniply not ummm;y
for:the kind of building Charlotte needs.
. Yesterday the City Council approved the
membership of a special commijttee ap-
Jpointed by Chairman David.Ovens pré-.
paratorys to a thorough study of audi-
!ﬂ'luml in qther cities and recommenda-
ons as to type, design, and location. The
membership. répresents both" the business |
interests and the cultural forces of sthe '
community, -a natural - affinity wm:h
should be r!fllcud' in the ﬂnnl
torjum plan.
* This procedure makes sense. The people
of Charlotte will, we believe, give thelr
overwhelming support” to a’ carefully de-.
sigried, well  situated "civic auditorium
which would combine utility and accessi-
bility* with -exterior @eluty and Interior
charm.

‘We would merely express the hope that
the rew committee members /will get
along with' their project as rapldly as
possible. We're anxious to-see their report...

TRAGEDY .

tigating board is o re-examine the joint
use of busy airports by commercial, mili-
tary and private craft.. Obviously it is
more economical to share facilities, but

_Commegrcial air pilots operate under the
most rigid safety rules man can devise.

cal requiremients.
Milit and civillan pilots, not wellhwd

safety of others, may not always show the
caution and obedience to rules required of
a commercial pllot; nor do they, as a
rule. have the same flying experience,
This is:not the first time that commer~ -

cial, and military aircraft have collided.
Now, while our aviation services are still
in‘the expansion period, is an opportune
time to consider. whethég we’ should insist

on different facllities yxwﬂm areas.

-

_a few silent, happy waeks remaining be- .
fore the first loudspeaker ‘makes its omi-
nous sppedrance here.

Here and now let it be known that the
staunch ‘Mecklenburgers, for a century
and a half firm adherents to the sacred
concept of individual freedom, will not be
bndntad by bop or m-uma Dy

Thll postscript to the Blll ol Rights?
The rilhl tq silence.

Bince the nle of beer is legal in-Missis-
sippl the head of an advertising agency

‘hideous . wants. to know why we do not - accept
next. Soon . beer advertising. ‘M-ybq it is because we'd
d, held captive before

rather be right than' rich—West Point
(Miss.) Times-Leader.
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