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STRETCHING OU R RESOURCES..

TH! trouble with our present theory of

rnment—Ilocal, state and national
—1s that It gaily assumes that the sum of
the whole is greater than all its parts, and
that government can live on a more lavish
scale than the citizens can afford for
themselves.

‘We see it in wuhlnmn. where the Fed-
eral Government, burdened with a terrific
national debt, is spending every penny,
and more, of the inconcelvable sum It takes
in. We see it in Raleigh, where the State is
blowing practically all of its reserve money,
and toying with the idea of going heavily
in debt to build more roads. And we see It
here in Charlotte where the City Govern-
ment is mulling & program of public im-
provements ‘which will push the City's
bonded indebtedness to the very limit.

It's & comfortable and easy way of living,
and puts off until some future day the in-
evitable reckoning for the heedlessness of
the moment. It also ignores one of the
basic precepts of individual, and collective,
economy: that reserves should be accum-
ulated in. times of plenty to tide us over
periods of recession.

Here's what the City of Charlotte is
thinking about, with the proposals being
roughly divided Into necessities and luxu-

A good case can be made out for every
one of these projeets. They're all needed,
to one degree or another. But if all were
carried out, the City’s bonded indebtedness
would be pushed right up to the legal limit
of eight per cent of the city's total valua-
tion, leaving no leeway for emergencies
and requiring an immediate boost of 25
cents on the tax rate to carry the interest
and principal payments. At a time, too,
when tax collections, for the first time in
many years, are beginning to drop off, an
indication that taxpayers don't have the
ready ¢ash they once had.

‘The Coynty is thinking of some new.
projects too Biggest single program under
discussion is the completion of the new
school program which may cost as much as
$6,000000 On top of that, the Library is
asking for.a chance to go before the peo-
ple with a bond issue of just under a mil-
lion dollars for a new library building.
Thase two added together would also push
the County near its legal limit of bonded
indebtedness. (And, remember, residents of
the City would have to pay for some 75 per
cent of the interest and principal on the
County’s bonds.)

To suggest that ghe City and County
Governments simply can't do everything
lhl!ﬂuhlodnllmtwmlnlmlz the
need. Charlotte has been slow to recognize
that it is a metropolitan area, with metro-
politan ‘problems to solye. But as long as
the City's revenue is so tightly tied to real
property taxes, it must proceed with cau-
tion. A growing city will need capital ex.
all along, the extent and nature

of which cannot now be guessed at, and in
shooting the works now we may be strap-
ping ourselves for years to come.

UMSTEAD'S BUTNER PLAN

F you've ever watched a youngster—a

dxhen and under 25 — are sent to High- -

camps or, when

kid in his late 'teens or early th

come home from prison you will notice a

t deal that's different about him. He'll

ve a different look, a different sound.

His face will have lened, his eyes grown

eolder, his voice sharper and there’ll be &
tough of venom In it.

After nine months or & year or two years

, ©f association with “long-timers”, men who

are spending ten, twenty years or life in

prison, the youngster will have learned a

learned contempt and hate for the law.
7If you've ever experienced this you will
hope very sincerely that Rep. John W. Um-
stead’s new bill nnﬁuvuh Non.hc-ro-
lina's
Dw.hﬂleﬂhﬂx the establishment
at State-owned Camp Butner of a prison
nnnlorymmzmzn'ho:m-mhvhnl
once. o:d.l.nuiu such young men — over

thm are not sufficlent, to Central Prison
at Raleigh.

To send first offenders to a well-equip-
ped, sufficiently large camp at Butner
would benefis not only the offenders but
the state, for the criminal fraternity is not
only social but educational. More often
than not an unsegregated prison is a
breeding place for more crime rather than
an Institution for rehabilitation and cure.

There can be no doubting the moral and
soclal value of Umstead's Butner plan. And
1t is praetical as well, for these youngsters
would be put to work in the maintenance
and upkeep of the Hospital's Board of Con-

. trol facilities at Butner.

It would be good if North Carolina could
rehabilitate all of its prisoners. But this
would cost a lot more than the State can
afford now and call for better trained per-
sonnel than is avallable. Until we can mod-
ernize our prison system, the Butner plm
seems to us an excellent fi step.

THE KLAN GOES TO CHURCH ‘

Americans — all people as a mat-
ter of fact—like to get their opinions

thelr au-

the goodness of their
an old Negro couple’s
house to donate & radio to them.

_ But within the past few weeks the Amer-
fcan public has come up against both of
these disturbing incidents. A picture in the
Atlanta Journal last Monday showed a
young spectator reacting in a typical man-
ner to un-Klanlike activities. Her jaw

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch

hung loosely, mouth open In amazement,
at the sight of Klansmen flling Into &
place of worship. x

This s not to intimate that a man can-
not be a member of the Klan and, at the
some time, a believer in the Christian phil-
osophy. It is difficult; but possible.

We merely wish to point out that there
is & movement afoot in the Klan to con-
vince the public that the organization is a
sort of social fraternity made up of civic-
minded souls who attend: church angd do
right by old Uncle Mose.

Uncle Mose (or whatever this particular
man's name is) will no doubt enjoy his
radlo. It Is good he got it. It is good, too,
that the Klansmen went to church. But
those 40 automobiles that drove through
Orangeburg, 8. C., last Saturday night
didn't contain Glrl Scouts. Unless, of
course, the Girl Scouts have adopted a new
uniform—a white sheet — and chosen as
their symbol a flaming cross.

The Klan hasn't reformed. It has just
gotten smart. \

. SMOKE AND REALTY VALUES

'I‘H! somewhat spinsterish New England
proverb which holds that “cleanliness
1s next to godliness” finds application only
in the more rustic communities of that
former stronghold of a vanished puritan-
ism.

's Industrial cities, like our

own, are plagued by dirt, smoke and fumes.
“The older neighborhoods in such cities, as
in our own, have depreciated not only from
an esthetic, but from a financial point of
wview. They become more grimy and slat-
ternly looking every year, and finally are
reduced to the Jow estate of unprofitable
slums.

Manhatian offers a horrible example of
the tremendous loss in realty and tax
values incurred through civic negligence.

Old buildings, like old people, have
“character.” It is a pity to see them go to
seed before their time. Popular interest in
a suggested program to restore the Gam-
ble's Hill section of Richmond has recelved
support from those who are anxlous to pre~
serve its architectural beauties and historie
\nlu-. Real estate owners directly eon-

New England's

cerned in the conservation of their prop-
erties should sit up and take notice.

‘The close proximity of such residential
areas to expanding business districts ap-
peals to those who would like to live “with-
in walking distance of '.he Job"—an old-

; "Well,
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Our State Legislative Program

Editors, Tz Nsws:
BURLINGTON'S
I ENCLOSE copy of a letter that T have sent to cer-
uln leaders in the-North Carolina General As-

- —A. R. EMSLIE.
(Enclosure)

BURLINGTON. N. C.
January 18, 1048

Hon. Representative L. I. Moore
Hon. Senator R. G. Rankin
Hon Representative M. Penny

Gentlemen:

T have noticed from several newspaper .ccmmn
that our Governor is taling a leaf, or should I

entire " from our President, Mr. Truman, m
Ip!ndm‘ program that will cost and cost and coet the

e you gentlemen lhrn any consideration to
the tax burden of the working peo

Well, T hope you appreciate that the State of North
Oarolina s not self-: nuwnlnt, that you ean't and
don't live within its boundaries. Being members of

y from

not move into the state because of me
high taxes. Reduce some of vour takes and promote
industrials and advertise for Industry. How to reduce
some taxes? Let the communities take care of their
1dcal problems. their own rural roads. it will be to
their own benefit. Have the communities assess the
property for the Improvements. These .assessments
don't go on forever.
the assessments stop.
lurerrlnrb-ck to some of the taxes, T noticed one
new: r reported that there was only one state that
dia not tax meals. This Is incorrect. New Jertey
goss not tax meals, New York only taxes meals where
liquor is served and I may not be up on my taxes
in me o states ot 1 do. kmow there are a number
em that do not tax food stuffs, groceries and
Taeata " Dosnt It appear idiculous o you €e
men when the following occurs: first, the individual s
his income, then If for security purposes he
puts what little he has left in the bank to pay his
bills, he is taxed again for having any money in the
bank: and on which money he has already pald &
Then if he eats. which he must, he is taxed
. it he eats

tax.

out are mostly those who don't maintain hoi
hnlds heretdre their upkeep n this-respect is small
who do maintain households, buy furniture
whlcn is taxed. household utensils which are taxed
and then taxed for the vitals necessary to live.
Gentlemen, doesn't it appear ridiculous?

Now let's refer to the new proposed tax. The

When.the improvement is made *

Governor s advocating the discontinuance of &
number of automobiles, the closing up of gas and
service stations. ‘This isn't ridiculous because it will
be cheaper for people to use taxi-cabs and busses.
Oh, no, a commensurute number®of cabs and busses
will not take their place. People will have friends
to go with and they will not take cruising trips. In
other words to continué to tax travel you are advo-
cating putting the small man out of business nstend
of encouraging all types of business to settle here.
The Governor has criticized business for allowing co-

operatives to formulate. Business dign't do it. Taxes
id it.
Gentlemen, have you studied the report show-

ing receipts for the last six months of 1948¢ Study
it carefully and then decide if the peaple can affora
any additional tax. 1If the Governor. wants the
road to his farm paved let him pay for it, he is the
only one that uses it. It the local communities want
all their roads modernized let them do it. it is to im.
prove their property but don't make every automo.
bile owner who uses only the highways (and he pavs
a tax for this use) earry the burden for every town in
the state.

Let us refer to Mr. Penny's liquor bill. T am
very much surprised to know that there is still &
man who thinks he can regulate the habits of Amer-
ican individuals by legislation. This attempted
during the great prohibition days. Mof¥ bootl ing
than the whole world has ever known resulted. More
racketeers were made millionaires than Wall Street
was ever able to accomplish. And more billions lost
in taxes by the Federal Government and States, and
most important -of all was that teen-agers and the
like were lowsred in morals to the pits of hell only

the leglalators said you should not toueh,
Tell ‘any child soung or old that he camt have &
certain thing and he will find a way to gepit. Make
t lawful to fiet it and you can educal le
& "raperty, but. don't s o legiiate their. habits,
Why does Mr. Penny want to enrich the racketeers
and rob the Treasury of the State of millions, baaly
needed? Mr. Penny knows that the enforcement offi-
cials of the entire state cpuld never make it dry. T
don't like to write this, but I really think Ihnl the

became Stalinites and even
then some of us would refrain from adhering to the
Iaws.
)
So gentlemen. don't you too think that both

of

these measures should be gone over thoroughly, di-
gested and even if necessary to confer with experts
rs and then put it up to the people,

. but say what do you want,
et or “Local Option“?

Inctdentally, ‘h-x is to happen to the millions
to be collected from the semi-annual automobile
lmv«uan and renewal of drivers’ licenses? According

recen s over 700000 cars were Inspected
durlnw 1948, double this for ensuing veard At this
rate there must have been over 1000000 license re-
newals at $2 each amounting to another $2.000.000
tax on the people. Of course, you gentlemen appre-
clate that neither one of these blinds will reduce
accidents, accidents can only be curtailed by educating
the drivers.

A. R. EMSLIE.

Joseph Alsop

The Meaning

< PARIS
¥ the exes of a visitor trom the
moon, Charles de Gaulle would
appear as only one more symptom
of . the -polarization of ~politics
around the extremes of Right and
Left that is a major phenomenon
of our dark times. In the eyes of
a great many Prenchmen, de Gaul-
le represents the only hope for the
strong _and  stable, government
which Prance now iacks. But in
the eyes of an American observer,
de Gaulle is chiefly interested in
relation to the somewhat ferrybuilt
structure of resistance to Soviet
imperialism -which has been o
1aboriously put together in the last
three years under the leadership
of Washington.

As an mdividual, de Gaulle is
Inevitably difficult for Americans
to understand. He comes, after all,
straight out of the seventeenth
century. With his tall,
tigure, he looks as different as pos-
sible from & modern politician. His
langusge, as the brilliant Janet
Flanner has remarked, is
French of Bossuet. And bis con-
geption of the xole of France in
Europe — even in the Europe over
which the Kremlin hangs lke a
long black shadow, Is not very
different from the conception pre=
vatling in the epoch of Louls XIV.

The American difficulty .with de
Gaulle, so notably illustrated in
his relations with Franklin Roose-

. 15 increased by his wlmost
mystical faith n his own ‘destiny,
his compensating lack of respect
for the human race in general, and
his passionate, obstinate insistences
upon being French. No one could
be less a citizen of the world or
more a citizen of his own country.
All his qualities were somehow
summed up. in the early months
alter the French surrender, when
he remarked to one of his startled
and somewhat offended collabo-
rators, “You know, I am making
Free France from the burnt ends
©of matches.

Punally, although he thinks of
history In endless vistas, the very
intensity French feeling
makes him a little provincial. With

this provincialism always
have gone a tendency to be sus-
picidus. And the idiotic treatment

of de Gaulle in war time, pr

suspicious to an extraordinary de-
®

No one can now predict which
side. will be victorious

strange struggle that is now going
on between ‘whe Prench center
parties_and ‘the de Gaulle move
ment. But from the standpoint of
American.policy, the important fact
about de Gaulle is not that he may
win, or that his strongly marked

and Prance owe him much for
what he did during the war or even

Margquis_Childs

/
Of DeC aulle

that his .victory now
ably create alimoet an muh Prench
internal problems as it would solve.
INSTINCTIVE VIEW
The important point about
Gaulle is, very simply, that
affairs,

he npuu about foreign
he 18 expressing the
lmlmcuve view of the Prench man

the street. This is one of his
trrum strengths.

whn he'says is chiefly about
Germany. his main upation.
Stripped of all the vunun his
solution of the blem

can be simply ‘tescribed. Pirst, he

would internationalize the Rubr,

thus sterilizing the basic asstt of

the German people. Second, he -
would cresle what he calls a

“Federative Germany,” which means.

a Germany com;
without any strong cen
Th!

jon.
is speeches make it clear both -
that e i reluctant. to. Include
Britain in this European Union,
and that in any case he considers
France should be the new unions
dominant power. The rolejof the
United States in this concepd is
apparently to provide the neces-
sary financing. There ate other
features of special interest, but two
main facts stick out most import-
antly.
Pirst, de Gaulle trusts no other
nation to safeguard the in
of “France. And second, although
theoretically persuasive, in.
herently impractical. For the Ger-
man people will never permanently
submil to such a program as de
unless foreign bayonets
are permanently present to make
them submit. Yet de Gauile is far
from advocating the barbariem of

Germad e -
rmad armed forces as an el
in the defense of this
European_ Union.

1t de Oaulle s mpractical. yet
represents
tions of the majority of Frenchr
men, what then answer?
ot awres souma to e In 8 tunda-
mental fact. De Gaulle's impulse
to reject most of what the Western |

pr
ly noted absence of any real sense
of security in Prance. Omnipresent
fear not. only tructs economic
mceury It also prevents unemo-

jonal _consideras
pnhuul settiements. There is only
one cure — for the United States
to restore !\lmpe‘: sense of security
By reoullaing ‘the srength of the®
‘West at whatever
emphatically does s mn n-
arming Germany. It means
ang. {ovemoet reacming the Oniked

I

18291949

‘WASHINGTON
ON the day that he was inaugu-
rited in 1829, Andrew Jackson

white locl.\ flowing like a mane
about his thin, sensitive face. 3
At the Clnllol a crowd beyond

anything Wi n ever had seen
before wi about
Th esident-elect had great dif-

Tninistered. People fought 10 shake
his hand. .
To restrain the crowd a ship's

ed_acros about
of the way up the
ﬂlgh! of steps by which the Cﬂplk‘l
is approac] t at times it deem-
ed that this barrier would be bro-

After the ceremony and the read-
ing of the inaugural address Jack-
son rode to the White House on a
white horse. Then the people, the
Jackson idolaters, the common man
stormed the President's mansion.

'y used windows for doors, break-
ing the glass.
1829 STYLE

They stood with muddy feet on
chairs “and sofas upholstered in
damask In order to get a look at
the man they had put in the White
House. To lure some of the crowd
of punch were
wn. But Jackson,

fore.” Daniel Welstet wrote.

try is rescued from some dreadful
danger.” ’

We have have 2 h:& way
from that simple The tnvita-
tions for the f events of yes-
terday's inauguration were thickly
encrusted with engraving that said
RSVP. And by
only. Even the cards of -anhnnu
were engra
The long, shiny black limousines
were preceded through Washing=
tons’ jam-packed streets by a roar=
ing motorcycle escort.
of the President walking through &
press of strangers, each one reache
ing out to shake his hand. makes
the Secret Service of our ¢-y turn

pale with horror. S

The gala, the ball, the qu n.
the dinner and all the related events
were m 00 a stop-wal ule,
The principals, and that means
chlrﬂv the Truman family, had to
move through this ceremontal week
Toe clocowok
under the eyes not merely of the
million people in_the streets but
through television, the
Fadio, and the newsreels under the
eyes of the w orld.
SIMILARITY

Striking as are the contrasts be-
tween 1829 and 1949, there is a sim«

pres flarity in mood and feeling. Today,
ception by the importunate [ too, is the sense of a people’s Presi=
throng, was finally for o 7 dent elected in spite of the powers
for safety to e comparative se- that be. t current runs strongly
clusion of his hotel through this inauguration and with

I never saw such a crowd be- good reason. -

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

ou'r bénefit of flashbulbs or fanfare, an important
Congressman has put civil rights to work on &
valnnury
Congressman Henderson Lanham of Rome, Ga.. who
leves In with Negroes but doesn't like laws
forcing co-oper-lkm walked into the office of the leading
Congress, Willlam Dawson of Chicago, the other
day and otfered to sérve under him
am is No. 3 man on the important House Committce
on Executive Expenditures. and he agreed|to take a back
seat to the He also had a pleasant talk with the
Chicago Democrat about their boyhood back in Georgla. It
d!v!lnp(d that they had been reared only a few miles apart.
ed about Dawson's family and learned his

money saving bemml are not to bn
aneezed at.

But s0 long as mh neighborhoods, ad-
Jacent to plants and railroad yards, are
plagued by smoke and fumes, there is little
inducement to Invest money In their resto-
ratlon Clean air is one of the prime requi-
sites of any residential section.. The feasi-
bility of “renovating” the city’s older

is therefore to a
large extent upon the success of our smoke
control program.

The ellmlnnlon of smoke as a destroyer
of health, of civic pride and real estate
values should be pursued energetically. It
is supported by all intelligent citizens. It
should not be allowed to lag. It should be
Intensified and pursued by the city gov-
ernment as one of our most Important
elvie rylomu.

o been slaves. once owned by the founders
of Dawson, Ga. Discussing pounu the two agreed there was
Ro reason 1o let Jim’ Crowiam keep them from working to-
Iﬂhnr in Congre:
"We haad o pisy with white children.” recalled Dawson.
“There was no hatred between children. We used to get in
fights, bt they were children's fights. Trere was no Tacial

Aml.her Southern Congressman, Porter Hardy of vnmm-.
has also announced he will stay on Dawson's committee.

Dinner For Dawson

M a dinner is being held tonight at the Interior
Dept. in honw of the first Negro l\'rr llo become chair-
nal

of a
Dawson tried o discurage the dinner e teit 1t would it
too many of his Southern collcagues on the s However
his Northern friends had proceeded with the plans without
consulting him.
8o Congressmen have all declined. though
many” have p-m \ribute 1o Dawson personally. Congressman

Albert Thoma: xas sent s $25 check for the dinner’s
testimonlal nna which will be used to grant loans to Hegro
college also rmit me y 1

man, &

mas
have served vm.h lm for many Ynn n- e fioe n
great public servant a close d

““Congressman Dawson has the respect of

Other Southernersialso wrote kind words of tribute, such
as Kentucky'’s Congressman Prank Chelf who scribbled un-
derneath his formal letter turning down the Iinvitation:
all the me:

of-Congress. He is a good man."
The reason for these tributes is

modest Congressman

such demagogues as Mississ|
T oo tokuted into the eadersnin of tag House.

White . House Disunity
NLY a handful of insiders know it, but the new-found

“hard-hitting unity” of the Truman Administration has
already fuffered a few serious bruises sround the Presidential
inner ci|

Participants in the (lrllkull‘ are members of the President’s
Councll of Economic Advi ‘who are feuding among them-
selved, and with officials of lhr Interior Dept. “Thelr worst
split is over expansion of the steel industry, Undersecretary
of the Interior Oscar Chapman and Assistant Secretary of
Interior “Jebby" Davidson joined with such 100 per cent
Trumanites as Senator O'Mahoney In demanding that Tru-
man force the steel industry to expan

However, the chairman of the lel’tﬂ of Economie
Advisers, Dr. Edwin Nourse, dissented vigorously. As a
result. snide remarks have begun to fly back and forth across
the President’s desk. Nﬂ\l.fl now calls the st«lvﬂrmmmn
advorates “eager beavers.” They. In turn, call him a *

President Truman is I’\‘\‘kﬂM upset and dBIDWmlM
over the row, because only /last November he asked all his
economic aides to get together on a joint program on whicl
there could be complete harmony.

Again, just before New Year's Day. Truman spent anof
hour with his P(‘(\ﬂomir advisers plus Sl'frttll’y of All’lﬂllll"e
Brannan, Secretary r Tobin, Secretary
Krug and Secretary of Comm!ru ‘Sawyer. It was only after
he thought he had their tomnltln approval that he later made
his economic proposals

Despite this. Df. lerll‘ )lu opvnly broken the unity by
delivering an off-thé-record speech in New York denouncing

Southerner Puts Civil Rights To Work

the President's proposals to expand the steel industry ag
W nn«unn"l!wnlht'otkb.u , of
“some eager beavers around the President

Mystery Speech

WAS}HNDWN correspondents are still wondering what
happened to that rootin'-tootir® speech by Labor Secre-

tary Maurice Tobin at the Academy of American Arbitrators'

diuner which the press associations and big-city newspapers

carried in great detall, but which Tobin actually didnt

deliver.

hours before the banquet. Tobin gave the press
an advance copy of his “speech”—a stem-winder. It de-
manded increased powers for the Labor Dept’ and predicted
that the U. 5. Mediation & Conciliatibn Service soon Wouid
be under him.

This waslike ‘declaration of war to another dinner
guest, Cyrus Ching. Difector of Mediation' and Conciliation.
An arch foe of Tobin, Ching makes no secret lhn he will
quit if his Concillation Service is returned m So,
when reporters showed adva o Tobins
remarks, he persuaded Accademy officlals et him it
back in buluu after Tobin spoke.

eant Ching would make two talks, since he was

already on the program for an sddress “Tobin.

owever. toastmaster Ralph Seward and Academy official
Gearge Taylor consented, provided Tobin delivered his pre-

pared text as writl

To

in, however, never delivered it. He dumbfounded
everyone when he rose to talk by leaving his prepared speech
in his pocket
Glancing

at his watch, the Cabinet member announced
that he had only four minutes to speak, as he had to catch’
a train for Boston. Then he talk on labor-

ad-libbed

carrying h were nlmdy on the streets
in many big cits

‘The astute Secretary of Labor had decided that he
wasn't going to emulate the of Economic Advisers
and wash any dirty linen in public.

of petky stated_|



