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ENFORCEMENT OF TAXI LAW-

AYOR BAXTER'S reminder to two lo-
eal taxicab companies that they

As the Mayor pointed out, the Red Top
snd Victory cab companies received public
notice by an act of the Councll on Dec. 8
that they would have to install the tele-
phone switchboards and answer calls from
the public. A subseqyent r-mlnder was sent
yor on Jan. 15.

Mr. Baxter revealed yutcrany. however,
that the two companies had not made ar-
rangements for the switchboard facilities:
hence his warning their their operations
would be “in jeopardy” after Feb. 1, unless
they complied with the Council order.

“The whole point of the Council’s recent
sttention to taxlicab operations Is to
achieve adequate and reliable service to
the public in the most efficient manner
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LONG RANGE BOMBARDMENT

JALLY unnoticed in the run of
news last week, but surely as world-

pub-
lun on the State Department's Volce of
America propaganda effort.

It was this same committee, you will
Pecall, which last Summer blasted the
radio broadcasts as being inept, poorly di-
rected ‘and wasteful of public funds, We
ean't say what brought about the sudden
sbout-face, but the committee now com-
mends the State Department and points
to increased “defensive tactics” by the So-
wiet press and radio as an indication that
the U. 8. message s getting through and
eausing certain masterminds in the Krem-
Iin 1 chew their nalls.

The Iron Curtain clings to the ground;
even Stalin has yet been able to

an aérial curtain to block the power-
radid beams which day by day, night
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and its satellites.

Proot of its effectiveness shows itself in
usual ways. Frank Kent, writing in The
Baltimore Evening Sun, tells the story of
ene woman who, following the advice of
The Volce; went around gathering potato

possible. The Feb. 1 deadline for telephone
service by all companies was only the first
step. Still to be enforced are three other
provisions of the City Code:

(1) A ban against renting cabs to drivers,
& practice which encourages the driver to
accept only short, or convenient, trips and
relegates public service to & secondary

position.

(2) A prohibltion against erulsing which
has been openly violated, causing traffic
congestion and, limiting the number of
cabs on call.

(3) A requirement that all companies in-
stall taximeters, so that all fares can be
properly regulated and standardized.

Prompt and forceful action by the Coun-
cll to effectuate its order on telephone
service will encourage the citizens of the
community to hope that these other three
requirements of the City Code will also be
enforced, and that the Council will give
further consideration to the pressing need
for uptown taxi stands.

peelings ‘with eyes In them and planted
them while her neighbors derided her. Net
result: a big ylald of spuds.

Occasionally the Moscow Radio will try
to minimize and mny t.lu allegations made
by The Volce. Like this

says

paria, poverty and inflation in Sofia.” chimes
in & news announcer in Bulgarian. ‘Living
standards xeep falling in the countries of
east and southeast Europe. says New York
in Coech, Hungarian and Romanian.

“It's an established fact that slander and

r no mention of their achieve-
ments, constitute both the woof and warp of
A propaganda.”

No one, of course, can determine pre-
cisely how many Russians hear the Voice
of America broadcasts, or see the alick
magazine, Amerika, which is permitted to
circulate behind the Iron Curtain on a
limited basis, but the number must be con-
siderable.

Now that even the Republicans approve
of The Voice, we may hope that this potent
weapon will be permitted to continue its
long-range bombardment of Russia with-
out undue hindrance.

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

ON'T let us become a nation of hypo-
chondriacs,” pleads Aneurin Bevan,
Britain’s Health Minister, as he surveys
results of the latest British experiment in
state
Ever since Great Britaln initiated its
comprehensive National Health Service
last July (providing “free” medi-
cal, dental and optical care) citizens of the
isles have been discovering new needs for
false teeth and eyeglasses and the like, un-
til now Mr. Bevan yells, “Uncle
But what could the gentleman expect?
Human beings teact about the same every-
where. Sbrvice veterans know how the old

And now Mr. Bevan has announced that
dentists’ will get only a portion of what
they make. (80 many people flocked in for
dental service that dentists who ordinarily

made a somewhat average e have
been mopping up.) And d s have com-
plained that they're underpdid and over<
‘worked. And that won't be all. When the

“planned” economy really takes over, there
15 no end to the headaches.

Before Britain finishes her courageous
experiment her people will be longing for
the old days.

Improved medical care for the masses
of the people s a noble idea, but unless it
is under the of

un-
(and
necessary) soclalism. Now Great Britain
has initiated soclalism on a much: proader
scale. The Government pays the bill, but
the people pay the Government, and those
citizens who don't need the services they
mlnder are paying far more than they

Bm Mr. Bevan: “The rush for spectacles
1s 50 gfeat that it has overtaken production
and capacity.” g

Well, did the gentleman think there
would be no takers when the Government
said: “Step right up and get your free
spectacles?” Certainly he must have known
that the human instinct to get “something
for nothing” is too great to resist.

From The delphia Evening Bulletin

our free enterprise system, it can become
the first step In a system of enslavement.
The British people are discovering that,
but fortunately they still have their sense,
of humor — if little else.

When Mr. Bevan was called to personal
account for the high cost of socialized den-
tistry recently, a member of Parliament
voiced what will become the widespread
reaction to the pitfalls of a planned econ-
omy. Sald M P. Frank Medlicott: “Has the
Minister calculated how much of the
greatly increased expenditure s caused by
the fact that every time he makes a speech
there 1s a widespread gnashing of teeth?"

The British people have more gnashing
ahead. /

- \Dropping The Pilot

The West Waits This One Out

Events Run Their Course In China

JOSEPH HARSCH
(Copyright, nu. The Christian Sclence Monitor)

N one in any of the Western forelgn ommn who

has to think about China is happy these

Buch men have a task, whether in \umlmtm.
London, or

That task s to figure out some way of keeping
Soviet Russia from acquiring direct and solid control
over the destiny of China.

There was a time when Washington believed that
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek would be the means
to bring about this desired end.

ose days are passed. Genem Chiang is &
lonely figure in Nanking lheu i rserted by most
andons mt of the po-

“tions emllnl in their own
Most independent elements in Chinese politics
are engaged zealously In trying to make thelr own
terms with the victorious Communist armies.. It i
every man for hirmself fn China now

But the desired end of the Western capitals re-
mains what it was before Genernl Chiang ceac~d to
be available as & means to that en

HII.I'I‘AIY AID DISCARDED
e iden of sending American srmies fo China
has Imu since been discarded, rightly or wrongly.

o ean Marines st ave in Teingtao, but. they
are not there n exert any Influence on the
course of n!nh inside China. They are there under
contract with the Chinese Government to train the
Chinese Navy. There is no reason they should not
remain as long as the recognized Government of
Ehina. chooses. to honor the contract. Tn the mean-
time, protect Western nationals in the Tsing-
tao are: nd western prmny too.

Communist Propag: complains about the
Marines, publicly. But ately the Communists don't
mind. They are so certainly on the verge of acquir-
ing both control over the Chinese Government and
responstbility for the welfare of China that the avoid-
ance of disorder and_destruction of property s now
desirable for them, They don't want to take over &
ed earth, or wrecked cities.

l, '-elﬂy " not formally, that

when there is & new Chinese Government 1t can, If

1t 30 chooses secure the withdrawa) of the American
by requesting that withdrawal,

AHy i would tae place at an early date.

HISTORIES STUDIED FOR CLUES
0 one has sald so publicly, but-the truth of the

matter is that the western unlt-ls for want of a sat-
isfactory alternative. are ready to let present events
in China follow thelr natural mum The West i3 not
Roing to go to war to prevent the Communists from

taking power in China any more that it went to war
when the Communists consolidated their power
the fron-curtatn countries, one after another, lhrnu.h
the year 1048.

But this does not mean that Washington, Len-
don. and Paris have resigned themselves to a per-
manent Russian control of China.

‘What is going to come out of all this?

No one has gotten around yet to tactical moves.
The discussion begins with policy. That remains un-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

changed: Seek, by whatever,means ate or may be-
ome available, to mintmize Russian control over
events in China and ultimately exclude that influence
entirel:

Next you come to strategy. Military interven-
tion inside China is out. What other strategies are
pnlen"llh available?

saible lines suggest themselves rather after

the pattern of British diplomatic strategy toward the
satellite countries in eastern Europe.

e Go tareful and restrained. bt always

diplomatically correct, local business with the new

hinese Government, whenever it comes into being.

The new Chinese Government, no matter how
communistic. will want to do some business with the
West. It will want to sell tea and tungsten to get
trucks and busses and gasoline,

GAINS IN YUGOSLAVIA

Doing this kind of business is a gamble. In the
end. it may make communism viable and successful
in China. On the other hand, much can n in
B ure Maruat T Communiats in Vofosiavia
have discovered that they want to do business with
the West in fact prefer it to the kind of business
they have to do with Moscow. And perhaps the bus-
iness will strengthen the anu-Communists in China,
who are much too numerous and influential, and
essential 1o’ Chinete economie life, to. be
overnight or even in a
B iee in the Tutare. The nfluence of aay ce
able

Asiatic countries. American military pressure
ed directly on Japan caused the withdrawal of Japa-
nese armies from China. American diplomatic pres-
sures exerted in older times over a period of many
decades were influential in preventing China from
being carved up by a group. countries,

AWAIT OPPORTUNITIES

As of today. the United States Is in no poition
to exert such effective pressure on Moscow. But tim
can change and in some ways are changing ‘Perhaps
the time will come when' Moscow either seeks war
or a peaceable settlement of outstanding differences
with the United States.

of this emerges & general strategic plan. It

isa rvn( rafige plan. It is pretty vague. It well might
fail. Mostly it |nvn|m the strategy of playing for
time on the U t Russian influence in Chins

M
slavia, with the hope that eventually the general
pattern of events will induce similar results.

The People’s Platform is avaflable to any
reader whq cares to mount it Cummlm!tlﬂou
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
{o!slbl( and on only rme side of the gdplr

ibel and obscenity will be deleted—ol .
anything goes. Eﬂch letter uun de sign -
Editors, Tux Nxwi

whole with him.

James Marlow -

What For Wallace?

‘WASHINGTON

DAY would have been a great

day for Henry Wallace—remem-

ber him?—if things had been dif-
ferent.

It would have been his Inaugura-

to crush, Harry 8. Truman,
vxu nn the Phllden(hl oath in-

mm more than lost. He was
drowned tn a shattering defeat, and
since has been

quiet.

Yet, h. hnd always been a fairly
talkatl

And ds unn( the campaign he raced
up and down the land, talking, talk-
ing, talking. Now the silence.

1o pyondered what had happened

him. And last night I called
B ot B tarm Westchester
County, N,
a'long list of quuumu 10
ask him but he said, “T'm not giv-
ing interviews.”

I told him I'd like an answer to
a couple of questions and I asked
him if he intended to stay in pol~
itics. “Sure,* he sald.

I asked him i he felv disappoint=
e about the small vote he got in

id,

I asked him if he thought the
Progressive Party, which ran him
for President, would atay in busi-
neas.

said, “Its needed now

er™* And then he said

ving . interviews,

that was the end of it. e

.“’x‘l l:;)u‘:t his voice sounded
ned when he spoke, by

be sure of that el

ANY FU

wld i lke w know what fu-
Wallace
ture Halla n there 4 for
He ‘ot only 1156000 votee out of
'.h-mho votes cast last No-
Professional politicians, i)
sympathy for Wallace, o

fore the slection he might ot
oy might get at™

Marquis Childs

5,000,000 from Mr. Truman,
‘Wal 't have wom, but
neither would Mr. Trumas, snd

like » nudge oblivion but

back. -
In 1944, after four yesrs with
him in the - the
Democrats wouldn't let him have
the job again. They brushed him
aside and gave it to Senator Tru-
man, President Roosevelt's
bleas

four years ago today—Jan.
2, lus—wuhnp-r(aﬂsdnhhn

finally ran Tor Presidency hop-
ing to defeat him. s
this Willsce seems

TheJobToDo

WASHINGTON

in Amétican public lIife
have had the -opportunity and,
at the same time, the burden of
responsibllity that now falls on
Dean Acheson. The new Secretary
of State will enter office with the
confidence and friendship of the
President and resonsibie lssders
s,

In the department he takes over
he will find associates with whom
he had worked on intimate terms
while he was Under Secretary. One
of the advantages in Acheson’s ap-
pointment is that he begins with &
broad range of and back-
ground.

He was in part responsible for the
appointment of George F. Kennan
to head the State Dept's. planning
staff. Contrary to rumors circulated
since the President appointed Ache-
he two men worked  well

. In fact, when Acheson's
good friend, Justice Felix Prankfur-
ter gave him a dinner at the time

of his retirement as Under Secre-
B, ome o two close asciates
resent

Kennan, The other was Charies E.
Bohlen. now Counsellor of the de-

able experts on foreign affairs, par-
ticularly in the Russian sphere, also
worked closely with Acheson.

‘The new Secretary will, of course,
be faced with the necessity for,
major changes. If Walter Bedell
Smith, when he ends his vacation,
informs the President that he can-

accept his resignation
Gen. Smith should not be asked

to return. Two years and more of
the solitary confinement that is the
In Moscow 18

mough to make the most dispas-
sionate and objective man lose his

spective.

In other diplomatic posts abroad
the United szam 1s Inadequately or
badly represented. Changes. to be
made gradually and tactfully, are

al
rastic overhaul is due also in

gone a long way and the prestige
and influence of this country have
suffered greatly, as we seemed to
have condoned or even encouraged
the overthrow n{ the democratic re-

gimes by forc
Reflecting xhe era of hysteria and
fear now happily passing, Acheson’s

Revitalized Cabinet Truman Obligation

suspicion at the possibility he might
“appease” Soviet Russia. To those
Tho follow most elmdy his_work
for t Secretary and Under

a armistice or, at
rate, & truce ending the Cold Wi
te and yet com-.

son's curiously

ow watchful and alert he must

be, while e T
of policy, we can

One difficulty
American Secretary of State is that

to one, In other words, we expect
call

it is

That attitude was Implied
much of the criticlam directed at
that great American,  George C.

the
midst of a revolutionary change as
n

human

5

or another., There
magician who can resolve every di-
Jemma. Acheson's qualifications and
capacities are so apparent that no
one should be in the least surprised
when the limitations of what be can
do also become obvious.

along Pennaytvania
todsy

1948'S LYNCHING RECORD

lynchings, one of a Negro, are re-
ported by Tuskegee Institute for 1048.
Both blots are on the name of Georgia.
There was a borderline case not listed.
Killings in which less than three persons
participate are not classified as lynchings
by Tuskegee. One lynching s reported
for 1947.

The South is entitled to credit for the
fact that in nineteen cases, possible lynch-
ings were prevented by the vigilance of law
enforcement officers who protected victims
threatened by mobs. The record shows a
great decrease of lynchings since the ap-
palling top of 231 in 1892. Even as late as
1922 there were 57 lynchings, more than
one & week. Since 1937, to Tus-

and the anguish and sufferings of their
kin. The terror and humiliation inspired
by mob violence, even 1f repressed before
murder is done, are things that no Amerl-
can should be forced to undergo. And even
a single lynching puts a blot on the Amerl-
can name that badly hampers the efforts
of this country for peace and world se-
curity.

Thorough is the word for that firm of
contractors in Ann Arbor, Mich. Given the
job of resurfacing the city's streets, its
over-all performance was so complete that
the city had to advertise for mine detec-
tors to locate its manholes.—Mattoon, (1ll.)

kegee, the total has never exceeded six.
‘The diminution may be credited in some
degree to growing public sentiment In the
1 Bouth against such abominable crimes.
BSome may argue that the shrinkage shows
increasing State vigilance has lessened the
necessity for Federal legislation. There are
two answers to this. One is that the State
action against lynching is largely due to
the fear that Federal intervention would
be inevitable if the States do not exert
themselves to curb the mobs. The other is
that the evil done by lynchings is not con-
’Mwhhlm.wdurolvhdmldmmh
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A party of explorers has dug up evidence
in Africa of an ape-man nine feet tall. It's
only a question of time, undoubtedly, until
he will make his debut in Madison Square
Garden as a member of the University of
Kentucky basketball squad. «— Roanoke
(Va.) Times.

One hard thing about Being poor is the
danger of getting shot instead of being
sued for breach of promise. — Anniston
(Ala.) Star.

)

LOT of Washington's high-soclety is pretty sore about

this inauguration. They'Te not being invited to the big
parties. This includes quite a few prominent Senators, Con-
gressmen and lobbyists who take a lot of pride in being
seen at all the right xocial functions. This time they have
been left commletely out in the cold.

This omission wasn't because they were Republicans—a
lot of Democrats were left out, too. It was because Mr.
Truman lald down the lnw that most of the invitations were
to be reserved for the folks back home—the little people
who came a long Way to see the inauguration.

Thi why the rental clothiers In Washington are
swamped right now You can't rent ress sult for love
o maney. All the folks from out of town are in town renting

uxedos and talls to see the man they voted for made Presi-
dent of the United States
oesn't make any difference that Washington
clalites make snide remarks about the “unwashed Trumai
ftes” Harry Truman is standing pat and having the folk
back home to see him sworn in

Herein lles Harry Truman's greatest strength, A very
Targe segment of the American peonle love Truman because
they consider him one of their own. Thev admired and
Joved Pranklin Roosevelt because he was thelr champion.
But *hev did not consider him one of their own.

Truman. however. is different. His presence in the
White House is & svmbal of the fact that any little haber-
dasher or farmer or countv politician can sit'ih the White
Houta—in fact, is alreadv there.

TImt 18 Harrv Truman's areatest strength, and also his
greatest obligation. For he cannot let these people downd

Truman's Two Assets

$ Harry Truman takes the oath of office today, he has
two new big assets which will help him mightily in earry-

ing out his obligation to the people who elected him:
He has a new Congress w vigorously, on the

2. He has a ence in himself.

No longer is he a political accident. No longer does he
owe his place to a Preaident who smiled upon him. He has
been elected on his own and he intends to operate on his

These two assets are impértant. Also important ‘is &
third fact which is not an asset. but a unhuny-mmeb the
general level of mediocrity among the m iman.

Actually Trumam's program is not hew.  The State of
the Union message he sent to Congress was a good message,
but it repeated in dﬂle"m words the same {mportant pro-
posals which Truman had sent to the 80th Congress.

The new 8ist Congress will probably pass the bulk of
this program. But after it is passed will come the difficult,
vital task of carrying it out. And nmn; good men to run
the Government, In an: tration, is a lot harder than
it sounds.

Mediocre Men

o= E reason you can't get them is lack of inspiration, Good
men don't work necessarily for money, but because they
love their work. because they are achieving goals they be-

en; and

! plus
some of the advisers around him just do not inspire en-
thusiasm

There is no use mentioning names at this time. 1f I
did. Mr. Truman probably would hit the celling and become
more determined than ever to keep them For he simply
Tates to Tave anvone tell who should 6f Should not be in his
Cabinet. Sometimes Truman himself has referred to his
own Cabineteers in scathingly eritical language— but when
someone else criticizes them, It's different.

\

Truman'’s Obligation

EVERTHELESS, a revitalizad Cabinet is one of the most
important nhuuuun. mn-y ‘Truman owes the people who
him, as he takes the oath of office in his own right.

won't be thinking about these things. They have come io
consider their President as the little men from Missouri whe
has stepped into seven-league

Great things are expected of him, the man who almost
singlehanded won the highest honor \n nu hnA He s 8
living proof that people can speak as as they
see their man take the ouh o ¢ nmn And today

choose, and ez tak et
nobody is worrled,much about

The next four years, ho will whether Harry

's name will take' a place beside that of the Andrew

Jacksons and the Pranklin Roosevelts, or whether he will bs
classified with the Andrew
{dges. And the factor which will balance mnarn dectston
will be whether he picks men with imagination to conceive
and )ua;mzm o execute.
jom of that choice will mean
[ml.nul and mediocrity. But. more num n
-ul decide whether the little people who voted for Truman
and who now throng the Nation's Capital to do him honor,
-m ememe four years disappointed and disillusionied,
mmnmzon-umtmumum
Dnited States on to bigger and greater things.

Inaugural-Go-Round

7 ENTUCKY proposed putting a sign over its float, “KEN-
TUCKY—HOME OF wc: Pmm BARKLEY AND

62 DISTILLERIES!" finished, was ban-
South Carolina’ nrmn-uy uldnt pl-u o be rvpﬂ-

sented In the parade. After this was

Dixlecrat Governor Strom Thurmond um » leiter uuu

Jan. 7. accepting Truman's invitation. said he would arrive

by private plane this morning (Jan. 20), and hn ’mum-v

evening. of Loulsiana and

sending
states sent word they Arkansas,
Idaho, Dx.nn. Minnesota. Montana, m-l-!wL lln York,



