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Notes For A Letter To Stalin -

\OLUMNIST DREW PEARSON, emulat-
ing Presidential Candidate Henry
Wallace, has written an open letter to Pre-
mier Stalin of Russia in the interest of
better relations between the Soviet Union
and the United States. His letter, pub-
' Jisned in Txr News yesterday, tempts us
ta offer our two cents' worth to the cause
of getting Stalin stralghtened out on his

American affairs.

Mr. Pearson took his typewriter in hgnd

to sound out Stalin on the idea of
American Friendship Train for the Russian
children, a rellef project that s intended
to prove to Stalin.and his people “that the
American people want {riendship, not
fear: that we are very weary of war."
. The columnist is uncertain that Premier
Stalin. will answed his letter, or that he
will even read it.- He doesn't have the
epectal standing with Communists which
Henry A. Wallace enjoys, so naturally he
doesn’'t expect that his open letter will
recelve the «same special treatment that
was accorded the open letter from America’s
Third Party candidate, If you will recall,
Stalin replied to Wallace a few days after
the latter had suggested a basis for peace
talks between the Russian and American
Governments.

Despite Mr. Pearson's smaller political
consequence to the Communists, and de-
spite the simplicity of the Pearson plan as
compared with the Wallace program, we
have a notion that the master of the Krem-
lin will look favorably on the Friendship
Traln proposal and reply. For that reason,
we hasten to’ set down these notes bexou

Mr. Stalin goes off half-cocked again.

The main thing we want to tell the Soviet
premier is that he is making a great
mistake if he continues to encourage the
practice of corresponding with private in-
dividuals in America in a patent effort to
talk over the heads of our Government
representatives. His answer to Wallace
already has had a chilling effect on Amer-
fcan apinion as to Russia’s intentions. It
has convinced many people In this country
that the Soviet is not sincerely seeking a
settlement but is.engaged in a peace pro-
paganda offensive as a diversion to disor-
ganize America’s preparedness program
and arouSe more anti-American sentiment
in Europe.

Our second point for Prentier Stalin is
that there are not many Americans who
share the Wallace or the Pearson view that
we have not amply demonstrated our de-
sire for “friendship with the Russians

The record of Lend-Lease, UNRRA. Yalta,’

Teheran and Potsdam 15 overwhelming
proof of America's desire to work with
Russia. Russia’s rulers have known for
years, and they still know, that-they can
have America's friendship whenever they
want

Our third point is that the time for a
positive demonstration of a change of pol-
icy on Russia's part is running oul tasl
Untll the Soviet takes th

People’a Platform

numberless opportunities that exist tor co-
operative action through the United Na-
tions and the regular diplomatic ¢channels,
it seems to us that private plans for Triend-
ship gestures and open letters to Stalin are
out of order.

The Lady Needs Scrubbmg

N Interior Department appropriations
bill now pending before the Congress
vrould remedy one, of the minor scandals
of our time. For 62 years the Statue of
Liberty has symbolized in the minds of
the world the sprawling, brawling and
wealthy land at whose doorstep she stood.
She was America’s official greeter to the
millions of soldiers returning from Euro-
pean battlefronts, spelling out to the
+ homesick GI as he strained for the first
glimpse of native shores the nation's hearty
“Well done and welcome home!"

Of late, however, the Lady of Bedloes
has gotten in a dowdy ways The half-
million yearly visitors)to her New York
Harbor island home find the colossus
standing incongruously amidst untidy rub-
ble and deterjorating shacks. Only two
acres in front of the statue are open to the
publie, and they aren't much to look at—
scrubby grass, hit-or-miss shrubbery, an
unattractive refreshment stand and a
shabby pier for the little boat that brings
tourists from Manhattan's Battery Park.

The Armed Services

OOD pay, security and a chance for
advancemen ‘What more could any
young man want? These are the induce-
ments offered by our armed services.
Eighty per cent of the U. §. budget for
the fiscal year 1948 is in payment for past
wars and the maintenance of our present
military establishment. Eighty-flve per
cent of total Federal budgets since 1015
have been for war or preparation for pay-
ment of war. These are facts which we all
must deplore, but which should be driven
home into the consciousness of each of us,
particularly the “rising” generation which
will have to fight the battles and recon-

struct the mess we have made of the
world.
There 15 no use for us to apologize. We

have done the best we could. It has turned
out badly. But we have hopes for our
sons and trust and belleve that they can do

From The Greensboro Daily News

The remaining ten acres of Bedloes Island
look like an abandoned junkyard. There
are the remains of some. huts and some
temporary barracks left behind by the
Army and WPA. Plles of cinders are scat-
tered about. In-between are tin cans.and
miscellaneous eyesores.

The Interior Department bill would pro-
vide $500,000 for the sorely-needed clean-
up job. Under National Park Service plans
hard-surfaced walks will replace the old
cinder paths, new sea walls will be built,
the whole island landscaped with green
turf and Handsome trees and shrubs. and

finally a beating system will be installed

in the statue.

In the name of the nameless and number-
less refugees for whom the sight of the
statue meant sanctuary: in the namd of
two generations of American soldiers who
knew that they were home again and why
they went to Etirope, when they saw her
flaming torch; in the name of a great lady
who cherishes her self-respect; let'’s give
her a beauty. treatment.

]

An Qppbrtunity

better than we did.

The profession of arms is one which is
alien to our scheme of things, but it is;one
which, when we had to, we could do as well
as any other, and, judging from the results
of our encounters, we have emerged not
without success. At this time of full em-
ployment, the armed services are suffering
from a lack of manpower, a draft is being
considered, and the young men who are
coming of age should seriously consider
the advantages offered by volunteering
now for any of the branches of the armed
services.

The services offer as good an_education
as can be obtained in the colleges. as
well as more personalized experiences. Any
young man who does not seriously investi-
gate making a carcer of the Army, the
Navy or the Air Force 15 not being fair to
himself.

South’s Problem N(;.

‘HE South has always had plenty of

problems, but the most difficult and
damaging one still Is the drain of brains,
the loss of many of its most intelligent and
best tralned young men and women to oth-
er parts of the country.

Burke Davis in an article in the Balt{-
more Evening Sun entitled “Conserving the
Mental “Top Soil, ys: *“Young men have
always been one of the chief exports of the
Southeast . . . In latter times it has seen

of its
young coliege graduates stream out to the
centers of industrial wealth, North and
West.”

Population statistics ‘show that slightly
more than 1,500,000 Southerners have left
their section of the country since 1940.
Many were in war work and some will drift
back but the trend is outward.

North Carolina as-a part of the South
shares in this prime problem. Its popula-
tion ha increased only 1.9 per cent since
1840, according to census reports, however
hard it may be for a house hunter to be-
Itieve 1t. Considering our high birth rate,
1t is evident that a lot of Tar Heels must
have left for {ields which looked greener to
then

What can the South do'about this? The
answer is obvious.” Provide more opportu-
nitles, - .

What is the Bouth dolng about it? It 18
becoming more industrialized, although it
needs to diversify more. It s encouraging

better farming practices. The University
of North Carolina has stirted a "Bui%\esa
Foundation,” now collecting on its second
million dollars of endowment, in order to
establish the first graduate school in” the
Bouth and “turn out business statesmen at
home." The University of Virginia s em-
barking on a similar enterprise with plans
calling for an eventua] endowment of $6.-
000,000. Soon it may unnecessary for
Southerners to go to Harvard to get,the

t instruction in business administration.

‘There are five kinds of wealth, according
to “North Carolina Today” by Hobbs and
Bond: Natural, human, technological, capi-
tal and institutional. North Carolina—an
the South in general—has plenty of th

first two and comparatively, little of the.

last three. But natural and human wealth
are the things from which technological,
capital and institutional wealth are made.
The last are what the bright young men
ahd women who stay home produce for
their region out of the first two. The
South's biggbst problem j€ how to stop this
drain of brains, this erpélon of intelligence.

Local Police Court {inés are 50 per cent
higher for the first four months of 1948
than for the same period last year. Infla-
tion has thus appeared in still another un-
.expected place. The rate of fines has not
been raised, so we suppose this is Just a
case of more people feeling able to atford
them. — Paducah (Ky.) Sun-Democrat.

Lift The Arms Embargo

H MORGANTON
Editors. Twr Nrws:
TERATION and re-lteration 1s needed to bring
forcefully before the public that U. S. money
g used to carry on the war In Palestine by
Abdullsh & Co. as the tool. but Bevin, of Britain,
a5 the motive power behind the puppet

Every bullet every shell, every tank, and every
plane is indirectly being supplied by us through the
money Britain has begged from us. which in turn
she Is parcelling out to her puppets to carry out her

Yet this vile, detestable creature who poses as a
man—Bevin states his intention of carying oue mu
diabolical plan to wipe out Israel wit]

Major Lyall Wilkes, Laborite member of Parlii-
ment. certainly not an anti-Britisher. in a letter to
The London Times states: "Does public opinion at
home appreciate that every tank and airplane, now
being used by the Arabs. has beeed supplied from
the United Kingdom; British Alr Mission
15 still functioning in'Iraq: that British missions are
now working, training and re-equipping Arab armies
in Baudl Arabla and Iraq: that between 1045 and
1047 Britain supplied Egvpt alone with 40 military
aircraft. 38 scout cars and 208 carriers. apart from a
great quantity of small arms a

{hat the Arab legion. now wasing war, s subsidized
by Britain with $6.000000 & year. and is commanded
BY 3 Britin orticerere”

Britain s rich enough to supply Abdullah witn
millions, vet must ber billions from U. S. taxpayers
to carry ‘on ould we continue to pay for
Britain's vileness? Hnm- long shail we be Britain's
gold pile. particularly to have our monev u-m for op-
pression when - we oppose this oppression? How
leng? How long shall our recognition of Israel be an

iz

Too Many Potatoes

empty gesture? Life the bargo o0 that
Tirie) ek buy arms to detend herself

—8. R. CHESLOCK.

The Optometrists Say Thanks
2 HICKORY -
Editors. THr News .
HE following is a resolution passed at the meeting
of the N. C. Optometric Society held in Charlotte
April 18-20:

as, the City of Charlotte has served as

host of the 1948 Convention of the North Carolina
State Optometric Societv and whereas numerous
have to

James Marlow

Men Of Communism

WASHINGTON

COMMUNIST
the top the way & man gets to

Tdealism. romanticism, frustration,
or a cold bellef that Communism
is bul for m-nkmd
g when he foins.
Bt “uy. the time he reaches 1eader~
ship he's generally a middle-nged
man. By then he has had behind
him long experience in the party.
He's been tested. He's been trained
in Communist doctrine and tactics.
A subcommittee of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs has
made a study and report on'S
Communist leaders. They're leaders
in countries outside the Western

Hemisphere. Which means theyTe
leaders in Europe. Asia and the
Pycific.

The report shows this: ‘The aver-
age age of those 508 leaders is u
Many had not been workers.
luu one out of five had umvmny

sch
PRoF:ssmNAl. MEN

doctors. engineers,
fconomista.” Nearly hett have been

imprisoned, many more than once.
And many, lllho\mh still alive, were
sentenced t

‘About ane out of four has been
about

journalist, and at least one out
four has done gurrilla fighting
against the Nazis or other forces
More than one-half nr !hz 506
have been - 1022

leader gets 1o -

“'rmuv-nluumnndrm
themselves

who' have devo!
Communism are ln accordance tth
the doctrine and strategy. ’nuy are
in accordance with the bool
Few groups in all history bl\’e
ocl\lnrmed 80 closely to a pattern.”
tudy of the subcommittes
-mnku dlear that the direction of
Communist revolutionary par-
llu is in the hands of experi-
enced men and women, not youths.

But the same thing was pretty
true in the French Revolution In
his book—"The Anatomy of Revo-
lutlon"~Crane Brintan, & Harvard
history professor, points eut that
even In the French revolutien tha
leaders were mature, mi
people.

Brinton went to some
years ago and studied the tax rolls
lnd other sources for information

members of the Jacobin

Glubsuring
Frenth Revolution. l'lm-n

blood of the neun of Terror.
CROBS-SECTIO!

his bool—publuhnd in 1938
and now oot of print—Brinton says
“the Jacobin was neither a’ nobles
man nor a t almost any-
thing in between, The Jacobins
Tepresented almost & complete

or_befare, whils fully H\rn--lmmm
ean Communists since 1927,

he report says: “Prison and exile
have been their common fare. but
that their careers have not been
failures so far is marked by the
fact m.t 20 per cent of them today
t nosts ln vnrlom gov-

Ry
Tmembers. of thelr natonal leglsia
tive

- have played the game of
world revolution for years with the
stakes of life and death aiways on

Lh; board or only momentarily with-
+ held. .

Sleuart AlaoB

thel

"As far A the rank and file of
these clubs went, the notion that
revolutionists are recruited from
the youne and irresponsible i not
horne out."

Brinton studied the membership
of ten Jacobin Clubs and found
the average age was 42, or four
years under the ear average
e of the present Communist lead.

in was 47 in 1917 when his
Communists grabbed power
fin.But Robeaplerre, bloods leader
of the Jacobins. was in his ear!
thirties in France's revolution.

Cat And Mouse

BERLIN

EVERY, mew amul in et
complains of a_ sense of
reality. Against the impoulbly
melodramatic  backdrop of

ruined city, the life of the merte

individusls and
the pleasure and success of the meellm; therefore,
be it resolved that the North Carclina State Optoms
elric Soclety express Ita appreciation to thote in.
dividuals and organization:

hetess. the press of Chatlotte and the Hotel
Charlotic. have. setn mimt. cbcd g
this a sucqassful convention, therafore, be it Tesolved
that the Nbrth Carolina State Optometric Soclety
fo on record an expreusing s thanks and apprecla-
_on and that the v ructed to send &
Loy i this resciution ta The. Chariotie Observer
and The Charlotte News and the Hotel Charlotte.”
—BE! B, 0SS, 0. D., Atllll(
N. C. State Opto-
metric Soclety, Tne.

»
The People’s Platform s avatlable to any
reader who cares to mount {t. Communications
should be less than 300 f{rords, typewritten {if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—othericise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
though. in erceptional cases and upon re
we l&ﬂll withhold the writer's name—~Editors,

- Farm Price Support Issue

By OVID A. MARTIN
Assoclated Press Staff Writer

WASHINGTON

HE lowly spud threatens once again to cause
food officials, farm leaders and possibly poli-
‘tietans many headaches during the next four months,
tato tupplies are expected by Agriculture De-

part officials to start flowing to market within a few
avs in A volume far above consumer needs. If
this 15 50, the department will be forced for the third

* straight year to buy the surplus to carry out grower

price guarantees

prices intended to be equally fair to farmers and
users of farm products.)

'arm leaders fear that a rerious potato surplus
would attract so much public attention to the sup-
port program that Congress might vote lower guar-
antees than the 60 to 90 per cent of parity favored
by most farm spokesmen.

e potato situation could easily become an
issue in the coming campalgn. The cost of living is
& sore spot with many voters

The support program this year will have to hold
prices above last vear's levelr. That's because the
parity price 15 higher—since farm coats have risen

can e
suburbs, complete with hot dogs,
country clubs, Coca Cola and Sat-
urday night Hops, seems ta otally un-
g behind the unreality,
Whic Yek one. termble reality:

war is to come, it may well start
here. For the Russians, who com-

pletely surround the city, are de-
mlned to Ior?:e the wuum
no doubt ai

B about dnat. 'nn only qu
is how much the Kremlin is
to_risk 1n the proces
Unfortunately,  many _onservers
herc believe that the Russians are
wiling to risk a great deal, for
twn reasons. First, despite every ef-
fort of the Sovietsyto seal off the
Westerners, Westerh influence still
seeps out from Berlin into the
Sian empire to the east. The West-
ern presence here thus no doubt
ippears 1 mallgmant cancer which
must be cut out. Secon d_per-
hape more important, Soviet. pians
for employing a revived and ¢ son-

don
ing

trolled German nationalism
instrument for* nvenluuly hnnllﬂl
all Germany within the Soviet
never rully succe
while the Western powers remain

in Berlin
USE NATIONALISM

The way in which German na-
tionalism s being used to further
Eu;slm ends is not generally real-
e

To encourage German national-
ism_(which needs preclous lttle
encouragement) the Soviets have
even gone so far as to establish
and support financially a political
purty called the “Nationalist Bour-
geols Pln.y. quite openly adver-
iseq as a haven for ex-Nazis. Yet
the chief Soviet. instrument 1 the
Communists “People’s Congress.”

« Congress i designed to be-

confe a Soviet-run German shaddW™supplied entirely by afr, it

official. Indeed, Russian Gen.

kmwnky (a personally likable man
admires~Jane Austen) has

ne\er even so much as hinted to

him. Yet Russian actions, In fofc
ing the Americans to the
air to supply the Rnceicen o
tingent, in stopping road convoys
and in cutting off shipments from
west, have spoken s
great deal louder than words.
TWO ALTERNATIVES

Under the firm, wise leadership
of Gen. Clay the Americans nes-
extheless remain. a2 do the Briein
and the Prench. Tt m\m now
Sear' o tne Keemiin that if thia
fafiniely dangerous game of <ab
and mouse is to be played to the
end, more drastic dction will be
necessary Such action, in the opin=

to the use of force is equally ob-
vious—~war. It is possible that the

bevter tou.m now than later. But
this aj be increasingly im.
pmbmz "ahd s reatly no longer

The “second pombln Soviet move
is less obvious, a the appro-
priate Wulem ruwr.u is any-
ve is gime
ply to cul. -rm.h vertly or'une
Ger some pretext, the chvilian b
ply lines from the Wi
to Berlin. For example, the nux
Mgdeburg Bridge over the
might suddenly break down, while
fortuitously ' sunken barges

¢ canal network iInto Berlin ime
passable. The results are entirely
To-eseeable. The two milion la

In the Western sectors of Berlin

woLld soon begin to starve. Pvr

although the Americans here are
is im-

The corl to Uncle Sam in the past two years ex-
ceeded $125.000,000
. The demllmrnl formally predicts that it will have
16 buy from 300 to carloads of potatoes a day
this month, or a total of at least 25000.000 bushels
by the end of July. 3 of the surplus is ex-
pected in California. North Carolina and Virginia.
‘The m-rke(nSx may .reach It peak ahout the
time Congrezs I dub to take up bills continuing farm
price supports. Present price guarantee laws, fix-
ing mintmums at not less than 90 per cent of parity,
expire Dec.
(Parity

is a standard for measuring market

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

JPRIOR to the Wiscansin primary, in which Oen. Mac-

Arthur's Presidential, ambitions took thelr severest jolt.

no Demncratic leaders were enthustastic about MacArthur's

return to the USA. Since Wisconsin, however. they feel
differently.

rortly before the Wisconsin balloting, Joe Keenan.

who has patriotically spent two long years in Japan prose-

cuting war-criminals, made a personal revort to the White

ouse. During the visit Keenan told President Truman

win °bedinerted
other by-products
processing facilities. offictals sald some of the spuds
may ha

Potatoes moving to market this Spring and Sum-
mer con
thus very perlshable

to prodice fewer potatoes
cut down on
fertilizer, better
ticides have increased yields per acre.

me of the potatoes bought by the Government
into livestock. feed. alcohol
ecause of a shortage of

ve to be dumped

n a high percentage of molsture and Are
overnment has been trying to get farmers  know it
Farmers actually have

potato acreages, but the use of more
seed stock. and improved Insec-

men who are iribg 1
Several other ‘dinners have. been
kept disereetly | nihe background His contact man is Percy
Graves. [orver assistant to Sen. Owen Brewster, who now
makes Guwinn's office his headnuarters
ongressmen working with the irolationist lobby ine
clude Join Phillps of Cailtornia. A L. Mil
Howard Buffett of Nebraska, Max Schwabe i
rence Smith of Wisconsin, Frederick Smith of Ohlo and
Daniel Reed of New York. All have made speeches and

o block appropriatians for Europg
but Reed has

about a conversation he had had with Gen.
Tnlyn
0 hero's return for me.” Keenan quoted MacArthur as
saying. “If the President sends for e I'd park my plane
ghe Nations, Alrport, drive to the e House. report to th
President And 1*“ fly pack to Tokyo unmemm ely.
Pr'?ﬂ!nl

man, afeatly intgrested, remarked that if
he thoizht, that was what MacAr U would really do, he
was tempted to send for him right a

/ NOTE—More recently President Truman hos sept word
to MacArghur advising him that he is welcome to reggrn to
the United States any time he chooses, if he wantsMo re-
turn And It he Teels his abience from thé Orient will not en.
danger cur interests there. However, the President has
made it clear to MacArthur that he will not exercise his
authority as Commander-in-Chief to crder him home

Secret)New Lobhby
MYSTERIOUS organization. called the Foyndation for
cromic Education, has set up a vigorous Ibby aimed
at wrecRing the European Recovery Program. It s now
busy writ for them
and printing tons of propa;

Braina behind the movement Is Léonard Reed, brought
to Wishington last month by New York's Republican Rep.
Rulph Gwinn. Reed started off with a dinner. attended by
about '35 Congressmen, at the fashionable Statler Hotel,
He has now or arhead of isolationist Congress-a

issued [ mm- e
material i prepared for them by ; cographed by a
stenographic service and delivered to shem v Graves. Reed

also has furnished several thousand pamphlets for the Con-

gressmen to mail to their constituents .

Deep John L. Lewis

EEP ana devious are the ways of John L. Lewls.

The other day a itle noticed news Jtem appeared in the
popers. 1t sald that Ray Edmundson. formerly of United
Mine Workers' District 12, Tliinois, had been uvm a job as
director of the Kanzas Cly office of District 50

e ayprage reader this meant nothing coal

miners It means tgat Jon L Lewis waé (akIng back o nis

is worst miner enemy. And to insde politiclans it

meant even more—that John L. was brewing' high-powered

political medicine probably had oicked s Republican can-
didates for President and Vice-President.

Ray son used to be John L. Lewis' right-hand
mén in Tlhinols. Later they broke. and Eamundson fried to
run againit Lewis for the UMW presidency. Jdhn L. hows
ever. nermits no opposition to his rule. and Edmundson was
Kicked cut of the convention hall

v became bitter enemies  Pew men in labor circles
nated each other more. Lewls was even accused of trying
to take an AFL salesman’s union card away
son, when the latter, out of a mining job

rom Edmund-
rted selling in~
surance.

However, Edmundson continued to have s political fol-

government, claliing o be the true
government of all

with headquarters In Berlin.
as long as the Western powers con-
tril three-quarters of Berlin, the
pretensions of the People
greas will ring hollow, and the Rus-
slans and thelr Communist atooges

oviet campalgn to correct
this situation by forcing the West-
erners out is of course already well
under way. There has been nothing

wible to supply the Germans in
the Weatern sectors except by rail
and canal shipments from the
Western zones
As the starving Berliners rioted,
on- the Soviet authori’les might then
Approach the Westerners, note that
the situ was _deplorable, and
offer to assume the task of feed=
ing Berlin. They would attach one
conditlon that”the Western pow-
having 10 business - Berlia
ln) Y, evacuate the city.

Gesrmany, and
But

Secret New Lobby Formed To Wreck,ERP

lowing among Tllinois miners. and also carrisd weight tn
Ilinols Republican circles. One of his friends has been
astute Gov. Dwight Green, the Chicago Tribune's’ dark
horse for the GOP nomination.

Leu'is‘n &ndidﬂle!

] AST sear Gov. Green came near committing pelitical
. Suietde with Tiinols miners And sbar generally when 111

miners were killed at Centralia, TIL. after they had repeated-

I protested that mine conditions were bad, and after a

. Low led “murd Secretary
of the Interior Krug. significantly aid no{hln‘ about Gov,
Green or the Republican Illinols leaders.
on the return of Ray

Lewls, Por

undson,
back under his 'lnl you can be certain a poliical dnl was

in the ba
B0 here in & prediction: Lewis' candidate for the GOP
nomlnulon will be Speaker Joe Martin, with whom he sud-
enlv arranged for a settlement of the recent coal strike.
Lewu' candidate for Vice-President on the Martin ticket will
be Gov. Green of Tlinols.

GOP Nepotism
EN Rep. “Runt” Bishop of Illinois heard that a cripple,
Lonnle Franklin. was being fired as Democratic House

dnorkeeper in order to create a job for the son of

Allen. ala of Tllinols, Bishop remarked:

1 would have fited Lonnle long ego. [ understand hew

& Democratic rnmmluem\ln in South Carolin:

ow




