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Blythe Will Do A Good Job

the Democratic Party’s master-
mind, J. Howard McGrath, reached
down Into the South to tap Charlotte's Joe
L. Bigthe as treasurer of the party, he ac-
complished a dual purpose: he got a party
stalwart with uncommon money-raising
abllities, lnd he made a gesture of real

he served as president pro tempore of the
Senate, chalrman of the Senate Finance
Committee, a member of the Joint Finance
Committee, and a member of the all-im-

portant Advisory Budget Commission.
Last year he was chosen as North Caro-
Unu member of the Democratic Natlonal
and his h to natlonal

toward a mitfed
section of the country.

But the shrewd Mr. McGrath got some-
thing else—he got one of the caglest,
smoothest Democrats south of the Ma-
son-Dixon line, a man whose strong bellef
in the principles of his party and’ whose
proven ability as a moderate, cool-headed
political advisor will be of as much, If not

ore. benefit to the Democrats than his
direction of party financlal matters.

Joe Blythe is somewhat of an enigma In
North Carolina politics. He makes few
speeches. He s seldom quoted in the news-
papers. He doesn't employ any of the cus-
tomary tricks of the trade to keep himself

* before the eyes of the public. Yet he Is so
popular In his own County that when he
offers for political office he has no oppo-
sition.

His great strength within the party stems
from his firm conviction th&t the Demio-
cratic Party is the hope of the nation.
That gives rise to a brand of party loyalty
which enables him to avold disputes over
personalities and place the Interest of the
party first. Since his election to the State
Senate In 1938, he has complled a ten-year
record of outstanding accomplishment. In
the past sesslon of the General Assembly

plrly matters was as level-headed as his
attitude toward state party matters has al-
ways been. A few weeks ago, when the
South was kicking up Its heels over Presi-
dent Truman's civil rights proposals, Blythe
urged caution, counseled against revolt,
held out for the settling of party affalrs
within the party organization. His views
were enthusiastically endorsed and accept-
ed as state policy by the North Carolina
Democratic Convention in Raleigh on May
20. »

The new Democratic treasurer will spend
most of his time In Washington between
now and convention time. The split in the
party over the civil rights Issue has added
new woes to the Democratic chances in
November, and a majority of “experts” are
oredicting a Republican victory. That
makes the Blythe job even harder, and It
will require his closest supervision.

But we who have watched him operate
on the local and state level are convinced
that Joe Blythe will get the money for the
Democratic Party If anyone can. More-
over, we're confident that the party's
chances in the November election will be a
lot brighter If, between now and thén, the
big boys listen to his cool, calm advice on
all questions of policy.

Please, Fellers, Don’t "Help’ Us

HAVE been reading with more than

casual Interest a report from Wash-
ington of a Conference on American Small
Buslriess Organizations.

A few excerpts:

“That we oppose the encroachment of
alien-minded groups, philosophies and leg-
islation which would regiment free, inde-
pendent enterprise and private Initiative
into a system of Government-controlled,
planned economy .

“That we shall take every legitimate
means within our power to maintain the
American economic system which Is based
on the profit system of free enterprise, free
competition, private {nitiative and private
financing in every wonhy line of industry,
trade and commerce .

“That we oppose by every legitimaté®
means within our power competition on
the part of the Government subsidized and
tax-exempt agencles, the trend of which s
to substitute Government financed and
controlled enterprise for free, private, In-
dependent and competitive enterprise . . .

“That Congress—clarify Its Intent as to
what constitutes local erterprise and also
clarify and define by amendment the ex-
emptlons specified in Section 13 of the Fair
Labor Standards Act, such as retall busl-
nesses, service trades, agricultural indus-
tries, and others

"!'hll this Cﬂnferen¢l now reiterates

npnnd to the enul.ment of any legisla-

tion by the Congress of the United States
which would create a Fair Employment
Practice Gommission, or any other agency
by any other name or title with powers and
authoritles like such agency . . .

“Whereas, any international bi-lateral or
uni-lateral agreements with other coun-
tries with respect to export, price and ac-
reage control of wheat will eventually lead
to complete regimentation of agriculture

“Be It resolved that the Conference . . .
belleves in and advocates the doctrine of
separation of Government and business
which will permit free economy to func-
tion under the basic economic law of sup-
ply and demand.”

Well, it goes on and on. But what it
seems to say to Congress, plaintively, is:

“Hey, fellers, About us small business
people. We know your Intentions are good
and all that. You beat your breasts and set
up speclal committees to help us. You pass
a new bunch of laws every few days. In
fact, we can't keep up with them.

“We are practically buried now in Gov-
ernment red tape which was meant to help
us and protect us from Big Business. But
we don't need any protection from Big
Business. We want to be Big Business our-
selves some day. More than from Big Busi-
ness, we need protection from Government.

“8o, please, fellers, don't ‘help’ us any
more, huh?”

Do You Deserve Citizenship? Vote!

ROM 6:30 A. M. to 6:30 P. M. tomorrow
every North Carolinian worthy of the
name will go to the polls It he or she pos-
sibly can. This, If you pause to consider It
a moment, Is a drastic Indictment of a
large- proportion of the adult population,
but it 1s nevertheless true and there is no
getting around it.

Do you have opinions on county, state
and national matters? Do you like or dis-
like men who hold public office? When you
visit other sections of the country do you
say with pride that you are from North
Carolina? Of course you do. But do you
vote? Unless you do, you have no right to
praise or criticize the local, state or na-
tional government, the men who adminis-
ter these governments, or to call yourself a
citizen of the state.

Shout Freedom! tells a minute fragment
of the travall with which our forebears
won for us the right to vote. Those of us
who do not guard this right by its careful
use are sorry descendants. The small in-
convenience a visit to the ballot box en-
talls 1s the least we can do to shape our
own futures.

There are 60,108 registrations In Meck-
lenburg County. Probably no more than
half of these will vote, which Is the worst
criticlsm Communism or any other ldcolo-
gy could make of democracy. But we be-
lieve the public is awakening to its respon-
sibllitles and Is no longer content to leave
its affairs In the hands of self-appolnted
politiclans who take advantage of the re-
luctance of so many to go to a small in-
convenience.

There were 20,283 votes cast In the ABC
election In Mecklenburg, 10,130 in the pri-
mary two years ago and 35407 in the gen-
eral election of 1944, Of the 60,108 names
now on the purged books, 49,811 are Demo-
crats, 4,016 Republicans and the remainder
of other partles.

Democrat or Republican, a ticket awalts
each of us tomorrow. For the Republicans,
there are contests only for Commissioner
of Agriculture and Representative from
the Tenth District.

Whether you have stopped to consider It
or not, you have a vital stake in what hap-
pens tomorrow,

Vote!

From The Charleston News And: Courier

Truthful Menus

ENATOR TAFT says restaurants serving

oleomargarine should be required to

&ay 50 on their menus. All right, but let's
treat everything alike. And so:

“Our home-made ples come from the
bakery. Fresh garden peas are fresh from
the can. Long Island ducklings come from
Virginia, the Virginia ham from Idaho, thé
Idaho potatoes from South Carolina, the
Carolina rice from Texas, our French
dressing isn't French, the Spanish rice isn't
Bpanish andthe Swiss cheese Isn't Swiss.
Neither is the roquefort roquefort. Milk has
been added to the coffee cream. The chick-
en is really hen. The hash is for those who
like to live dangerously. The asparagus tips
include ten Inches of stalk. And as for our
blaculls just like mother used to make,

mother should sue. P. 8. The butter is
oleo.”

As a matter of record, there has not been
a lynching In Grenada since 1900. It 15 also
a fact that Grenada County ls the only
county in the state, If not in the entire
South, where a white man was legally
hanged for the murder of a Negro.—Gre-
nada County (Miss.) Weekly.

Another trusting motorist has been shot
by the hitch-hiker he picked up. If only
there was some way, when one sees that
gesture by the roadside, to admit the
thumb to one’s car, but leave the trigger
finger behind. — Jacksom (Miss.) Datly
News,

A Hard Man To Argue With

‘Relax! We Wou’l Bump You Off Till Aftu‘ The Llecllon

l:“-m‘uc<m
oS ity

He Usually Has The Facts

By BIGRID ARNE
ASHINGTON — (#) — The galleries were pack®
long before noon the day Sen. Arthur H. Van-
drn\wm (R~ Mlch opened Senate debate on the
Marshal P

Vandenberg walked I quietly a few minutes be-
fore noon to lounge at his near-the-center Jesk. He
s thoug|

Tent St ‘the "World Beties. 'He ‘nd w0 notes
spoke for an hour and & halt without once Ihdulging

w00

the ranks of labor by his support of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act.

Big. trim. balding,
wears an almost constant, relaxed smile.
eyes dance behind glasses. He wears his felt hat at
a sJightly rakish angle. But his navy suit and black
shoes give vou the feeling that he Is an ordinary,
stable sort of American who plods down Main Street
each Sundiy to church

Vandenberg keeps his membership in a Grand

hatred.  Vandenberg
b

In shouts or arm-
iny

g
The way he handled
that argument brought

United States.
s primary rule of

specter of facts that he
atill appronches all new
Benaie business as a
reporter

'WANDENBERG has another habit from newspaper
days. He writes his own speeches on an old
portable typewriter. He can't delegate the work lo
a ghost writer as many do. Once it Is written,
Vandenberg tries the first draft on his wife, his son

rthur Jr. anll on a few trusted friends. He ls
willing to make changes.

He has a standing kchnluue in meeting his
opponents. When he as is own opinions, he
ahio states and anawers el lhe most_telling argu-
ments his opponents will bring e of their
guns are Anlked betore. they start.

His s on the Marshall plan llustrated his *
strategy. “Ris most Important opponent in that febate
was an avowed aspirant for the White House Job, Se
Robert A. Taft (R-Ohio), who wanted to cui the
amount of money voted for Europe’s ald

Vandenberg pointed out that the proposed sum
of $5300.000.000 had been w o Inrge
number of top-flight
different groups. They all had urrived nt about the
same figure

He won

rred

Tooking coolly nround the Senate
ho tigle mun could et his singlo Judg-
14 kinat the findings of o many

On the final Senule vote Taft was defented.
The sum Vandenberg sponored was approved

ANDENBERG n‘ducu the number
against him i any major fight by only Mfght-

that will be
ing issues In which he has a great Interest.

For example the past few years, when he

e the outstanding member of Congress in

foreign affairs, he has refrained from violent Argu-

menta on domestic lssucs. He leavea that fleld o

Nevertheless Vandenberg has disturbed some in

Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round

the impression that he was trying ts
all_men.  You can
eventually It catches up with you

For Instance.
Hartley Act. Stassen opposed the bill. much to the
bairassment of Sen. Joe Ball of Mlnn:sou who had
appolnted to the Senate by Stasten. In (act, Stassen’s

were effectively qunmd by s:n Pepper of Floriaa. fighting

the bll n the Senate floo)

¢ ‘more recently, Stassen has gone Into reverse and is
umng the electorate what a fine thing the Taft-Hartley

rtha Taft, astute wi of the Senator from Ohlo,
mgna; that di

uring the Ohio primary, a Stassen campaign
representative came Taft'’s
complained that Taft was unfairly criticizing St
compromiser. To which the Talt people replled that Stas
sen was saying some pretty bad things abou!
“But,- replied the Stassen representative, according to
Mrs. Taft, “those things about Taft are
Real

out quite a name for him: %
same time guthering in campalgn contributions {rom
packers,
men of the
the U. 6. Steel Corp.

When called upon to take & stand on military
xmmng Stassen sald In effect that he favored “somethiug

a little less than compulsory and a little more than
untary.”

Need Of Industrial Statesmanship

during the Senate debate on the Tait- Last June,

a
headquarters nnd nllvzlv handed out by

the
meat
grain operators and fome of the biggest business-

Northwest, to say nothing of his {riends among

Rapids C Church and lives.in a house
Just a few blocks from where he was born,
Vandenberg hns sald in many ways that he is
not a candidate for the Presidency. He has said
he would accept a draft but wouldn't “connive” at it.
That nbout. sums up his attitude the three
previous times when he was mentioned as a candi-
date  He never has tuken to the road to drum up
delegates. No one knows his reasons for such pas-

siveness  But friends think now that he would
rather be Secretary of State than Lo hold the num-
ber one post In Ahe Governmen

o storv about Vandenberg would be quite com-
plete without a mention of his love of writing. Even
on the Senate floor he occasionally climbs out onto
the Limb of prose poetry.

He tells his friends he never really had more
fun than when he wrote hix three books on Alexander
Hamilton * When his present Senate term expires in
1953. he wants to write a blography of St. Paul.

Boiid Vote Injustice
CHARLOTTE
Fditors Tur Nrws
N AN rlection which s fraught with high feeling

eitizens of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County,
for the Legislature of the State of North Carolina.

Since I returned from the service a little over
two years ago. e seen elections for bond lssues
for a new Public, Library. for new parks, and for s
city auditortum conducted on the “vote against
registration” plan. All three of these vital improve-
v were voted downe not by the
but the reglstered who
way from the polls. Disregarding the ques-
‘Iun ul the legality of this election plan, It Is ob-
vious that such a scheme works a very definite hard-
ship on the proponents of any measure, It is high
time that this depresslon-bomn hindrance on the
true wishes of the electorale be repealed!

A glaring  example the unfalr  situation
created by this votine scheme was presented last
n elec-
Charlotte on vacation and fell victims of an
automoblle accident in another state  Despite their
written statement from their hospital beds that they
would vote for the measure before the voters their
stes” were automaticnlly 4 asoinat it
v fafled to hire an bl
miles over the monntains to come to Charlatte
vote

T realize that this measure was passed in the
depths of the depression as a means of insuring the
rolvency of local munictpalities. 1 am ually sure,
however, that such a meusure Is no longer needed
In North Carolina. T should like to call upon the
candidates for the North Carolin: e and House
of Representatives to announce . If anvthing,
they plan to do In the next session of the Legialature,
to end this now unwnrranted interference with the
Lrue will of the voters In purcly local elections.

—GEORGE V. HUNTER.

hitherto the ristocrats of labar-

an Increase. they got only 13 cents an hour.
tells
that_strike call
Faijess, the Mellons and
& John L. Lewis.
Murray was also on the spot.
bers were resiless
John L. Lew

Ben Fuairless Vs. Ben Fairless

Muirav nothing
Roie up recently
contract had atiother year fo
vol-

boost won by the RR brotherh

working  Also, at Boston, they took 1
Communists and for the Marshall Plan.

Jealousy among railrond men— labor.
and the steel workers, led

when it came to the railroad brothers' turn for

in part, was the previous largo wage hike
annas @ Draft Act Delayed

peacetime draft bill is having increasingly rough

His steel-workers’ 'l'\H!
sledding in Congrv-—but not because of peace propas

two-year contract had one year tp run, but his union mem-
They had seen the big hike won by

HOWEVER. the same Ben Fairless who had given Lewis

his wace Inercase plus pension. turned around and gave
Fairless clatmed the cost of living m@m
reminded Murray that the

Stewart Als P

Twilight Terror—II

PRAOUE
IKE all police states, Czechoalo-
4 vakia 18 a country of rumors
whispered behind closed doors: The
rumor that the aging, sick, defeated
Eduard Benes has been shot. the
rumor (this is the most peraistent)
that the war between the Soviet
Unlon and the West has started;
the rumor (this Is now current)
that the Red Army will occupy
Crechoslovakia tomorrow.
Westerners are wholly tsolated.
Old friends, those who have not
been jatled or have not escaped.
prudently stay away. Contact of
sort with the new regime is main-
tained but largely through the
tesque charade of the large official
functions. The opposition has ceas-
ed to exist#Buch former opposition
leaders as are not in jall or in the
American zone of Germany, men
like the courageous Soclalist Vll‘llV
Majer or Peter Zenkl. the 1
Soclalist leade: anavalable”:

known to be, within lmita, strangee
ly reasonable. Nosek has a lively
sense of humor, and Klementis has
been known to deplore the excesses
of the regime which he represents,
POWER LIEN ELSEWHERE
Yet it 1s believed that such men
as these three are less and less
the real sources of power in the
new regime. Typical of those wi
tnereasingly call the tune to which
Crechoslovakia dances are Alexel
the Minister of Justice
ree times
on criminal charges. once for rape) ;
Rudolf Slansky, who as secretary
general of the Communist party
holds the Cuech equivalent of Stal-
in's old job; Jindrich Vassilli,
15 belleved o hold the real w'!
in Noseks' Interior Ministry. and
Colonel Rietzin, chief of the in-
telligence in the OBZ. Although
tome have run for public olfice
while Czechoslovakia was
tese imen are, cncilny Goan
the

they are followed everywh

famlliar Soviet-Communist pattern,

e O e O s initialy  Tather than pollticians. And wheth
e e e or not they form the real gove

PATTERN EMERGES

Thus Westerners, unless they are
prepared to swallow wholesale the
handouts of the regime, are re-
duced to speculation, Lo an attempt

ernment behind a ow.--m-xlzm-
entis-Nosek “shadow ~government*
a some belleve, there s little doubt
that they hold an Increasing share
of the real power

The chances are that they will
hold more. there 1 only
speculation. only a sense of the log-
ic of‘the situation here

berg the shape of the whole. Yet support
expertenced observers now belleve  this assumption. Yet again and
that they discern a general pat- again the reporter In this country

tern  emerging through fog
which obscures this newest of the
police states.

The new rulers of Czechoslovakia
cicarly fall intg two groups, Call
one group “the politicians.” the
other “the conspirators.” In the
end, according to those who have
closely watched developments here,
one group must destroy the other.

Typical of politicians _are
Premier Gottwald, the Foreign Min-
ister, Viadimir Kiementis, and the
Minister of Interior. Vaclav

hese 'men are the chief public nl-
urgs of the new regime a they

the chief public figures of the
lorge Czechoslovak Communist par-
ty before the party selzed r.
Their backgrounds differ, yet all
three men have one thing in co
on: they are all politictans; and
politicians in many ways in the

and appealed for votes. They have
to some extent become, as_any
politiclans must become, both glad-
henders and compromisers. They
have had to develop the gentle
arts of political persuasion. In this

hears the same phrases — “After

for July 4. 5 and 6)
present <willght terror will come
to an end and the night of terror
will descend. with mass
arrests, mass ex: ev,‘ln-lnm completing
the pattern. already wi
the Soviet-dominated poum sate,
BASIC REASON SIMPLE

There are many reasons why thig
assumption is o generally made,
many straws in thy wind which are
s0 read. Yet the basic reason i3
simple enough. THe Soviet Union

power emanates from the
mther then from the Hradcany
Palacc, the new hoslovakia
will Inevitably be twisted and turn-
however artificially, untl ' is
replln. like Yugo-
detall, of

sense, if In no other, they are far the sprawling d!tl-loﬂhlp ta lh-
more “Western” than their con- east. Anything less will arouse
aplratorial colleagues. Despite his

residence \In Moscow, Gottwald 1s

Samuel Grafton

susplolons of the suspieious Palars
in the Kremlin

Age Of Indecision

NEW YORK

7E live in a kind of flat ume
again. I have a funny feeling
that we are enteting an era some-
thing like that of the long. slow,
Indeclsive years which followed the
first world war. before Roosevelt
sfonn came to_ the capital. It
hits vou when you visit Washing-
ton. haw the days of our willingness
to tnke great stands. to  declde
things. have slowly receded to be

* revlaced by what ean only be called
a kind of flat. ambiguous wariness

It Is odd to think that we may be
embarking on one of those lengthy
plateau periods, in which the real
changes go on far below the sur-
face, while nothing seems to hap-
pen on top. Yet one does get this
flat feeling from many quarters

dential nominatiop race.
The customary remark ls that it
fs amazing how much good talent

another way of saying there 1x no

candldate who stands head and
shoulders above the field I guers
ou need a Roosevell. to

iyl a
|, dit up & Willkie And there i< some-

thing of palitical flatness. too. in
the way enthustasin skis so rasily
from one to another of the eandi-
dates. A month ago it looked very
much ke Stassen. then it became
Dewey all over again. now It ix Van-
denberg. Al of it indicates that
grounds for cholce are being sought
in terms rsonality. or on &
technical political basis, rather than
In terms of policy. There is an ef-
fort to make rather much of rather
small differences in & rather flat
political time in which mu-rmcu
have been rubbed down, and so the
rumors flop about llke neighborhood
rumors of romance

Real Facts Catching Up Wlth

WASHINGTON
()NE thing that set Harold Stassen back in Oregon was

be all things to
get away with this for a while,

strike gets recogniti

in i3 more

ganda sent out by M

entlemen  from

But [t 15 among the people them-
selves that you get the deepest feel-
ing that we are in the grip of some
kind of postwaritls. A, few years
ago we had the feeling that some-
thing could be done about almost
any lively problem, such as high
prices. by taking thought and ac-
tion. A penny Increase in the price
of anything was a scandal, and We
had a feeling of mastery over such
cvents Now there is a kind of dull
enduringness, instead. and this ts
the truest mark that we are in &
plateau-like nolitical period. 11ke

f the Twenties.

Tt may not last long as the other
did: It may break faster: but that
we are In some such period ls shown
by the way the public seems to have
/iven up hope of getting quick re-
lef by political means: it endures
high prices, as it endures the hous~
ing shortage, numbly, sweating 1§
out on the Individual level,

re Is much here to remind us
of previous plateau periods, the sur-
face prosperity in the of
tolerated soclal evils, the inattens
tiveness of major political figures
As regards those evils, the shrinking
of political concern for detalled
trends in the life of the nation. eve
n an unsettled condition in foreign
Affalrs. with the gravest questions
left dangling and unresolved.

This does not mean that nothing
of Importance Is happening. many
Important things are happening, as
thev happened In the Twentles. too,
if vou will check back to the files.
The most important
what goes on deep In the minds of
men during such & time, down where
the realities of fear and hope are
stowed away. and the slow emotions
generated which pop up  during
times like the time of Roosevelt,
times which are not plateaus.

Stassen

together and exert <ome statesmanship regarding their  the Morgan firm. U. S. Steel's policles have veered reactione
labor relations cenerally especlally thelr tenedency to pen-  ary. Having piled up the greatest profits in all history,
alize non-striking unions At present, the Wall Street their much-ballyhooed price derrease was & mere drop iz
but  policy Is to favor the Inbor leader who waves the big stick the buc!

and penalize the union that plays ball Since Mumy was turmed down. however, the cost of

for instance. Ben Fairless. head of U. S. living has turned up. Last month it shot up 16. Therefore,

em-  Steel. together with the Mellon and Hanna coal interests, if U. S. Steel should use mu as| an excuse to offer volune
been  gave John L. Lewis the biggest wage-pension bonanza in  tarlly to put across the 9- to 11-cent wage agreed on
Views  history. It put the coal mincrs at the top of the wage- by the big boys it would have an electrifying effect on all

ladder, thereby causing

' Not only 'Duld u show that

the unfon which doeln't
the end, but it would have its

euect on all Japor troubles at s Hme when the world is
lebing the USA, and

when production under the Mar-
ever before.

largely responsible

for bltklule delays In passing the arat

Russell ‘o Georgia

Armed Services Committee,

h considerable backing from Dixis
Democrats, s fighting hard for his amendment segregating
white and Negro races in the

Russell is prepared to mn:u.mr against the draft unless

armed services.

s the steel workers did not even get the 15-cent wage

oods.However, they accepted
this with good grace. stuck- by thelr contract,
irm stand against

this

they would prefer
ter the N

continued In the House

lMeans will not invoke sioture tor the
r to

avember elections anyw

opted. And the
simple reason that
e ticklish draft question handled

R UMORS are current ‘both in Wall Street and labor circles
that the big boys of Industry got together for snothar
*Waldorf Conference” and decided not to give labor another
round of wage Increases beyond the 9-11 cent boost handed
out to the meat packers and General Motors,

1f 80, the indy Jesders might weil pul thels hesds

A

Actually. it was not Ben Pairless who made the decision
to turn down the steel workers. It was Enders Voorhees, &
tough New Yerk Duuh who actd for J. P. Morgan ss
chairman of inance commitice. Fairica has
followed & mrly nbcul pollcy with labor. But with the
depth of Tom Lamont, one of the ral influences lnside




