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American Test In Housing

LIND indeed is the opposition to the

Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill
‘which is forming in the House of Repre-
sentatives. This measure, which was passed
'by the Senate Thursday, is as important to
‘America as the Marshall Plan is to Europe,
and Congressmen who vote billions for
\European reconstruction but obstruct an
‘adequate housing program for this coun-
\try exhibit & bland disregard for the wel-
‘fare of their own people.

Maln fight centers on the provision call-
ing for a 500,000-unit housing program,
which would make Government-owned and
operated dwellings avaifable to low income
families unable to afford houses bullt by
private industry. This Fepresents, at the
most, only a moderate Government Inva-
sion In the housing fleld and It involves
little or no direct @mpetition with private
butlders. This program is offered for the
sole reason that the private industry has
falled to provide or plan for low-cost hous-
ing on any scale commensurate with the
need, as everyone knows.

and of

business who oppou this program in the
bellef that they are resisting the move-
ment toward “socialism" are short-sighted
in the extreme. They ignore the fact that
poor and insufficient housing is one of the
major causes of social unrest, in this coun-

try as well as foreign lands. and the dri:
toward socialistlc measures gathers me
mentum when private interests refuse to
co-operate In efforts to solve our acute
housing program on a natlonal scale.

In the course of the Senate debate on
this measure, S8enator Wagner of New York
made the observation that most of the
rioters In the recent Colomblan revolt
came out of the Bogota slums. The Colom-
blan disturbance i3 only one of many vio-
lent demonstrations of the fact that crime,
disease, anarchy and Communism grow
from the slums which the nations of the
world have permitted to develop, and these
disorders will continue until the nations
take steps to provide decent living condi-
tlons for the whole population.

Senator Taft, the Republican leader in
the Senate who is one. of the sponsors of
this program, cant be suspected of en-
couraging Government competition. He hi
been outspoken in his bellef that this op-
eratlon will Interfere in no way with the
development of private industry. Indeed,
the program is notable as a measure to
give maximum encouragement to private
construction. It provides the blueprint, the
credit incentives and the financlal assist-
ance for the grandest undertaking in the
history of private bullding—18 million new
homes over a 10-year period.

More People, Less Courtesy

famous Southern hospitality “is
largely becoming a thing of the past”
according to Prof. Wilson Gee of the Unl-
versity of Virginia. Me made the state-
ment in reporting on the changing soctal
and economic pattern at a meeting of the
Bouthern Sociological Socfety in Knoxville.
. The Boutherner, he sald. has become
“more reserved and critical of those whom
he meets in & casual manner” At the
same time, he added, Boutherners are bet-
' ter educated.

| We sgree with the Professor. If any ex-
| eeption is 10 be taken to his, remarks it
might be on his afterthought concerning
| educstion. We are more educated than we
‘used to be; we are not necessarily better
educated: 3t depends on how you regard
. the fruits of the prevalling educational
system. i
The change In manners In the South
‘was noticeable long before the last war,
particularly in the larger cities. Time was,
and not many years ago, when a stranger
came to town, from anywhere within sev-
eral hundred miles, many of the people
he met would know his family name, If
not his father or his brother or his sister,
or some of his former nelghbors, and the
soclal amenities would begin on that basis.
Now the stranger is almost as likely to be
han Greenwood, Ore., as from Greenwood,
x.m-uy the change has been more pro-
,no\meod in the fast-growing cities, where

Wﬂm a friend or relative In his seven-
' tles or eighties dies, many of us take
the attitude that it s Just as well; the eld-
, erly person was tired and worn and prob-
1ably not getting much satisfaction out of
}life. But aren't we belng presupmptuous?
Espectally in these times?

Here are a couple of items from widely
separated sources:
¢_An ol boom is in the making in the Gulf.
! Four wells already have been drilled be-
;nanh Gulf waters. Cne Is eighteen miles
ioff-shore. Each has hit it rich.
{ There are about 30 selsmograph crews
nd three gravity meter crews working that
area beneath the sea. Crews locate their
positions with radar fixes from the land,
idrop instruments through the ooze on the
ea floos, set off blasts, and plot the time
t takes energy from the explosions to reach
.roct layers and bounce back. Graphs in-
{dicate possible oll traps.
! Last Summer the Supreme Court held
that tidelands off Callfornia belonged to
ithe Pederal Government. Gulf states con-
‘tend the decision did not affect thetr rights.
| Congress 1s considering two bills—one for
i

‘From The Christian Science Monitor

Baby Sitting:

AT Henry Ford did for automobiles,

Maj. J. L. Wood is doing for baby sit-
ting. Major Wood served with a tank-
destroyer outfit before turning his peace-
time abilities to baby sitting—and the same
sort of mechanized daring is no doubt evi-
dent tn both activities.

‘What he has done is to put baby sitting
on a mass basis and run it by remote con-
trol. The sitter sits in his own home, sur-
rounded by amplifiers. The gentle sound
of bables’ breathing, or the less gentle
sound of bables’ hollering. is transmitted to
the by sensitive
placed near the cribs of the various sittees
in their respective homes. When sittee
.number five gets restless, the sitter dashes
0 his rescue—leaving a deputy, we pre-
sume, to check the amplitied breathing of
the other tiny broadcasters.

‘What, as someone has said, will they
wp nmext? The quéstion applies
0 the bables and thelr ingenious

' 4

constant elbow-brushing grows irksome
and too much familiarity with humans en
masse breeds contempt. Instead of spa-
clous homes with servants, where enough
was cooked for every meal to accommo-
dagp any extra guests who might pop in,
mibre of us live in cottages or apartments,
without an extra bed, buy all we eat at high
prices, and an unexpected guest plays
havoc with the budget. Our dispositions
toward hospltality haven't’ changed as
mueh as our inabllity to be hospitable on
the old basls

But everything Is relative, and we don't
believe we have changed in comparison
with Northern citles of which New York
is the most notable example. New York
City can be the loneltest place In the world,
probably because it has more people in it
than any other.

No, we may not be as hospitable as we
used to be. but we think the difference In
friendliness here and in the North is just
a3 pronounced as it ever was. If we have
grown more callous, so have people in
other places.

If you don't belleve it, try a bus trip to
New York. A bus, because people are
thrown closer together than on trains. Jim
Crow lawa and all, you'll find courtesy nnd
good humor on the part of

‘After Awhile We May Let You Testify’

People’s Platform

Mecklenburg Bootleggers

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Nrws:
] HAVE just read an article in your paper of April
31 giving an account of a large group of alleged
bootleggers having been rounded up by special palice
ofticers. charged with the illegal sale of liquor in
Charlotte and Mecklenburg _County. Surely there
18 & mistake somewhere. That can't tbly
true (21 You know the ABC advocates told us very
positively that the establishment of ABC storss in
Mecklenburg County and Charlotte would certainly
put_every bootlegger out of bual hermore,
they told us that under the ABC stores there would
be less drunkenness, but statistics recently put out

authority and fust how and why these false (7) re-
ports get out 1 hard to understand.
—&. R. HUTTO. '

(NOTE: A tharp decline in bootlegging in this
county Is clearly indicated by the number of Arrests
in the recent serles of ralds a5 compnred with
T in the first round-up under ABC last December.
ABC enforcement ngents had been working on thmis
investigation for three months In view of the
thoroughness of the dragnet. the slight haul sug-
gests that the bootlegging Industry In Mecklenburg
indeed has been virtually eliminated Charlotte Po-
lice report an increase in the number of arrests for in-

What Did Lewis Win?

drivér south of the Potomac. North of th
Potomac, In our experience, It 1s & rare
fellow passenger or a driver who will tell
you the time of day without a suspicious
glare, if at all.

:Under The Sea And In The Air

Btates’ rights, the other for Federal owner-
ship.

In Carson City, Nevada, State Engineer
Alfred M. Smith ls considering an applica-
tion to appropriate rain, the rain to be ob-
tained by sowing dry ice on clouds.

Owners of a huge ranch ask rights to
1,000 cubic feet per second of water from
all clouds over Nevada that may pass over
thelr 12300 acres. That is a tankful 10
feet by 10 by 10 per second.

The state water law, says Engineer Smith,
provides that water from all sources of
supply. above or beneath the ground, be-
longs to the public. The applicants main-
tain that “above the ground” would in=
clude the clouds, but Mr. Smith says the
law is 35 years old and the legislators must
have meant just water on the surface of
the earth. Anyway, he says, “it would
seem the clouds, being Interstate In char-
acter, would come under the jurisdiction
of the Government."

Yes, regardless of how old a person is,
we can't blame him for wanting to stick
around. Just to see what happens next.

New Mode

elders. For the lone sitter brooding watche
fully over his amplifiers, we propound a
solemn thowght: Those delighted gurgles
from number three are posterity's challenge
to man’s inventiveness. Take care that
they don't turn into screams.

Our school-agers are getting more effi-
clent every day. Now they can yo-yo with
both hands while pedaling a bicycle with
both feet and consume a popsicle and nev-
or misaing a lick with either yo-yo or stam=
peding traffic. — North Georgia Tribune.

Insurance statistics reveal that women
live longer than men. "We've always heard
that paint was a good preserver,” com-
ments the Northern Virginia Daily unkind-
ly. After saying a thing like that, we won-
der hqw the“editor can have enough cour-
::: home and face his wife. — Roan-

Miners Count

By JAMES MARLOW
Associated Press Staff Writer
WASHINGTON
WHAT did John L. Lewis gain by the coal strie
nd what was lost? It isn't certaln that Lewis
gained anything He supposedly won a pension for
his miners. Now theres a court fight over that
But what was loat is clear. For the one month in
which no miner worked and no coal was dug U
happened:
The miners Inst about $108274.000 in wages.
Their welfare fund lost between $4,000000 and
$5.200.000.
Coal not mined —about 8200000 tons.
igures can be considered a minimum
The ruu ke Tasted. from mid-March tll mid-April

But in the past week many thousands of miners
stayed away from work. So coal production has
been spotty

In addition to the figures listed above,
were these loss

e miners:
tempt of court

there

“unton was fined $1400.000 for con-
Lewis was fined 320000 for con-

tempt of court, tno
The Government figures that when the mines are
working full blast. the average number of men at

¢ Rlven dav is about 350.000. Before their
their weekly earnings were $7591,
or 830364 a month. For the ffll month of strike
they lost $106.374,000 tn_earnings.

TNDER their contract with the union. mune own-
ers pay Into the miners' welfare fund 10 centa
for every ton of coal mine Julyull
mia-March, when thelr strike wmers
hed paid into the fund about 833
ns of coal were dug weekly
The month’s shutdown meant
tons not (Not all the owners
reed to the 10-cents-a-ton rovalty contract
but most had.) With 52,000,000 tons not mined—if 10
centa had been pald on everv ton—the loss to the
miners” welfare fund would have been about $5.-

betore the strike.

Dr eiw Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

letariat, the American people yere In close.

a3 this contac
the scales in the xuu-n Felection.

Wl\ln this columnist
Friendship Train last Ch

@Government hung on by a precarious margin.
uon had been held then, most observers agreed,
munists would have won.

The Friendship Traln, arriving at this particular tume,
friends were.
Department's adroit moves in Tegard to Trieste
and in getting the American fleet out of Itallan waters,

‘Ambassador
Dunn’s tireless efforts in publicizing the arrival of U. §

helped make people
The State

rewlize who thelr real

took the wind out of Communist propaganda

food shipments helped turn the tide

traveled through TItaly on the
ristmas, a Jarge number of
clties were governed by Communist mayors. The de Gasperi
If an elec-
the Com-

And on top of all this came the friendship lettar-wriing
Sugg Rome ALL sorts of people helped. Out in Toledo. Mavor Mike

toxication tn the first siv manths of ABC over the
same pertod & vear ago but sav that does not neces-
sanily represent an increase in individusl drinking.
Better Iaw en
population, and

this center of the
considered. —Eds.,

a gain i the
the growing influx of visitors to
Carolinas are other factors to be
Tne Nrw

First Step Toward Peace
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tue Nrws
l WAS Interested in the four articles you recently

bublished on world government. and would wel-
come the giving of more space in The Charlotte
News w0 such constructive materal

We have heard too much recently of such sub-
jacts as the atomic bomb Russia's expanstm and
allled subjects, though emphasis thereon can only
breed fear and hatred

Fear paralyres

As Prof Harsid
conau tonr 1a
peace "

Let us hear more about tie International Trade
Organization TTO' and other fruits of Interna-
Uonal agreement

Laski maid recently .
toward

the first great step

—KATHLEEN M. BARTLETT.

Heavy Losses

300,000
the minimum los o the
ably $4,000.000 or more |

The $1400.000 fine on the union is not a cruh-
ing blow How much the unlon treasury has now
e Dot xrown A year axo it was reported to have

000000 The union pays none of ita money in
Hvice. bemetits

Lewix' fixed salary as head of the union 1
$25.000, plus expenses Whether his 820000 fine will
be considered “expenses” is not KNnown.

A8 to what Lewls may have gained:

Under the contract with the mine owners, signed
last July, Lewis and the owners were supposed to

ee-0n s pension plan for the miners. The money
to come out of (he welfare fund, paid for by the
owners.

Lewis wanted 3100 a month pensioh for every
miner who has reached 60 years of age and worked
twenty years in the mines. no matter when he reached
60 or finished his twenty vears work. The owners
said that under the Taft-Hartley Labor Law, passed

Since not all the owners pay the rov
welfa was prol

Jast July, no one could get the pension who hadn't
been working since the contracl was signed last
July

Finally Lewl accepted & plan suggested by Sen-

ator Bridges, New Hampshire Republican. Under
this any miner who finished twenty years work and
reached 61 since May 29. 1946, can get a pension
But Lewis turned down what some people thhk
was a better plan—if he had accepted it there wouid
have been no strike at all—offered 'months ago
wna 8 plan by Thamas E Murray. New York business-
man who, with Lewis representing the miners. and
Ezra Van Horn. representing the owners, made up
& three-man board of Liustees 10 decide on & plan.
uggested $100 A month pension—on &
for all miners who had reached 60
and completed twenty vears work since July 1, 1942
There's & chance Lewis may not get the plan he
accepted from Senator Bridges The owners have
§ON Into court to atop It saying. aa noted above,
1ts against the law

War Brides Talk To Italy

HEN there was radio,
an endowed

facilities Ioose on Italy. Mrs
Connecticut
mil-  helping beam these broadcasts

John Lodge,

10 their relatives back

the
Pope's radio station. . . . And
on special programs by war brides.

treated, so WOV gave t
how they were living happily in America,
cans treated them and
non-Communist friendship with the USA

hecatise a lot
the Job of making Italian democracy live,

Everybody Wrote To Italy

diSalle formed B eotnitives o

gresso. Day after dly he voundud home the idea. Then ft
s million extra letters s week

was taken up by o
cleared the New Yufx Po-\ O!ﬂo‘ for IIILY'

.lchool -xunenl -nrnd late every
his own

A

Walter Lemmon, of World Wlde
urned

Congressman, devoted moat ot her

HOM, New York, gave Tialo- Ambricans o chanee. to. talk
home. Some wept, some laughed,
U exhorted their friends in Italy to vote for democrecy.
Crowds lined the street four abreast. one block long. outside
station WOV, New York, put
The Communists have
been telling Italians that war brides in the USA were mis-

how Important it was to vote for

In other words the defeat of Communism in Italy was
of Americans really went out and worked at

encourage friend
in the same city, Marion Antonini,
night transigting’ lef
paying pocket. , .. In
ulnm- Rllv.h Ml!hl't, chief lnur‘pnul of the Municipal

Stewart Alsop

The Mood In Rome

RO!
WO hopeful facta are apparent
In this anclent city, wl

Rins ta breathe easily

the exciiement of th

tion,

First, the defeat of the Commun-~
isis has not been accompanied by
any strengthening of the Italian
neo-Fascists. On the contrary, the
great majority of the non-Com:
munist vote went to the parties of
the center — the Christlan Dem-
ocrats and Independent Soctalists
There are also Indications that
groups of the formerly Comr
contralied Social

Iare their Independence. Allageth-
er, the stage is set for a healthy,
democratic Ttallan revival
NO MIRACLES,

Second, and Almost more tmpor-
tant, no fntoxication from success,
to use Stalin’s phrase, has.resul
ed from the victory over the Com-
munists On the contrary, the lead-
ers of the government have care-
fully noted that an impressive min-
ortty of their people was driven by
hardship and despair to vote, in ef-
fect. for the end of freedom In Italy.
It is foalish to expect miracles. But
Gasperi and the men

Italian elec-

be done, one can
IL least hope Lhcv will tackle the
job of winning over the pro-Cor
munists with all the resources a’
their disposal.

Perhaps the best reason for ac-
cepling this analysis is the fact
1t has been put forward b

to Scelba,

powerful man in_the
after Premler de Gaspert himselt A
Furopean minister of the interior
Aves not run the national parks. He
runs the police. And ministers of
the Interior throughout Europe ai
rarely outstanding for their social
viston or forward looking views
1 police minister. Scelba i
notably efficient without, it 1a gen-
erally agreed, relying excessively on
the usual strong-arm methods The
moat_tommon parlor game here at
the moment Is listing the Influ-
ences that kept down the pro-Com-
munist vote  American ald, the
church, Trieste. and so on. Th
most expertenced observers, ho
ever. place Scelba’s name at the
head of thelr lists
KEPT TERROR DOW
The reason s simple Scelba has
Kkept order. The methods of his men
have sometimes been a bit rough
and ready. But they have worked.
The elections took place in ami-
able tranquility Indeed, the Ital-
fans have been deciding the future
of their country. and of the world,
almost tn & mood of flesta
No one listened seriously to the

lnrquis Childs

government

vague Communist threats of terror
and retribution.

the most ferociously
towns, anti-Commun-
ists dared to speak their minds and
cast their ballots. Without this, the

Surveying

Scelba 15 far fro
does ot Jubtlantly hai the election
returns as a decisive and final de-
feat for the Communista. A month
or six weeks ago, It seemed certain
that rather more than two Italians
in five would vote for the Com.
munist front, which would have
meant a Communist Ttaly or chaos.
The enormous pressures brought to
bear in the last weeks of the cam-
paign changed the minds of about
ten per cent of the electorate. Nev-
er the less. the Communist front
won the support of one Malaz in

plain_fact
everything. the
thelr stooges have
ed their strength
In Parliament by a few percentage
points. The victary of Premier Al-
cide de Gasperis Christian Dem-
ocrats was at the expense of the
other non-Communist parties. Thus
the Italian election has piainly not
been a decisive victory. It has been,
rather. a successful holdlng action.
The basic question, as Scelba and
other wise members of the govern-
ment see it is whether the new,
innre stable Ifalian government can
2t length transtorm the holding ac-
tion,_in eal victo
real victory
501D FRONT To REDS
The practical-minded Scelba os-
tunates the hard core of Commun-
ism in Ttaly the number of those
who would obev & Kremlin order
1o take up arms—as no more than
50000 men Yet the pro-Commun-
ist total vote was more than 100
times 50,000 Basically,
munist_ position 1s soft
bulk
the labor

s that desplte
d

‘s here,

unlons, s unduap.un&
The party itaelf & not closely eon-
trolled—a large party sectiom In
Siclly shifted to de Gasperi
before the volng. A big brea
of the atooge Soclallsts seems to be
in the making And the Commun-
ist labor chieftain Di Vittorio's re-
cent switch on the Marshall plan
has caused speculation that even
the Communist leaders are not re-
liable Moscow men

In this situation, Scelba and oth-
ers like him argue that the Com-
munist strength can be totally un-
dermined by determined measures
of social and economic improve-
ment—land reform of the great
Latiundias 1o south ltaly, for ex-
ample. If these measures are taken
And are effective. the Western world
may st last Soriet
world with s solid front.

Wallace The Enigma

NEW YORK
JENRY WALLACE has his cam-

palen headquarters in the iaxt
mirviving mansion of the
spacious weaith on lower Park e

se Wallace 1s the No 1 po-
litical enigma of our day, this
brownatone fortress—it la said to be
bullet-proof—is the focus of the
hopes and the fears of millions of
Anfgcans.

Wallace's private office ia in what
was once a smallish bedroom on
the second floor of the old man-
slon. At the windows back of his

the fireplace is a prini
Wood's portralt of his mother. an
angular woman painted against an
expanse of Middle Western sky.
BAINT OR DEVIL?

Both Wallace and the portrait
look out of place in this city en-
vironment, with the thunder of
traffic just outside He sits hunch-
ed down In his chair, the familiar
100k of Inwardness, of self-c
plation, on his face.

ll s hard to realize that for

this man s saint, endowed
lﬂh all the virtues, and for others
devil, prophst of evil, determined
to destroy the good, the safe. the
secure. What lmpresses the Wasl
ington_visitor. seeing Wallace m
this new setting, 4 how
has changed since the old 'dl 8.

Outwardly, yes His hair ls near-
ly white The wrinkles around his
eyes have deepened. He has galned
weight.

But In spite of these changes. he
even looks the same His carelessly
tied necktie goes off in different

onu

directions His shirt, with one put-
ton missing, bulges out over hi
belt

as he talked
ice-President_and
when he was Secretary of Com-
merce—the same slow formulation
of ideas and sentiments, painted
generously with a broad sweep.
Questians and issues that annoy
or disturb him he brushs 3
o hardwarking man would, bzush
away a gnat buzzing around him.
The Influence of the Communists
. the Intentions of
these are ex-
traneous to the stream of his talk,

Italian Vote Peopie-To-People

‘WASHINGTON

(VE of the great things about the ltallan election was that,
in more ways than one, it was & people-to-people victors.
While the Moscow radio was prating about the pro-
actual toucn
An t, by mi
rams And b relief which tipped

Court, toured Pennsyl

wife of the
to

population, the mbe;
cables back o Italy.
thousands of

peopk of Latrensans,

which starts and stops and etarts
again

A USEFUL SYMBOL

Above all, Waliace s & symbol. To
the clever men around him who
recung  his for the
sidency, he is an extremely use-

symboi
The question that arises i to
what degree he lends himselt—con-
sciously and deliberately—to their
purposes To put it another way,
how much of him is calculating
politiclan and how much is home-
spun  ideslst unconcerned with
clever ahifta in strategy?

That i & question always with
any man of vaulting ambition. But
with Wallace 1t ls the heart of the
enigma.

While he geta a lot of assistance
from the sble, determined men
around 13 clear that Wallace
aa lhuwder and more calculating
politician than he appeats to be on
the surface Dwight McDon:
made a thorough study of Wllllctl
writings and speeches before writ-
ing & book on the third-party can-
didate. found that he had said al-
most everything on every side of
every question since he came into
prominence in 1933 as Secretary of
Agriculture in the New Deal.

thing like a shift in strategy seems
to be taking place now.
In his new book, "Tamd Wm-u
Peace.” Wallace critl
things about Soviet Iluuu ne ad
the same at the $100-a-plate fund-
ralsing dinner here when he stress-
ed the importance of a middle way
beiween Communism and Fascism.
This s distinetly & new tack It

Do

Esenhower instesd President
Truman would make no difference
because, as he puts it

Uctan, s on Bl w

Victory

ania, New Jersey and Delaware drum.
ming up letters to Italy Citizens

organized “Operations Demostacr
“People’s Marshall Plan "
alding the ltalian city of Ponte Ci

and speeded

tume enectady, Pat Truchlo helped Taise $5.000 to send
©0s0 Pope’s station  cables to the Italian Deople. . . . In Jersey Oty Richard
Bonomo got up a special from Italian.

town from
Mich., Mrs.
campalgn. . . . Even in St

wr\r.ln .
Petersburg, Fla., & ity dlstant from. the centera of Ttalian
Ch

7 Of Commerce ralsed money_ for
This s just & cross-section of wha

10 call In one colum|

4 Henry

PAgN to win the lunm telction.

'm- Folicall 1 100 lorg
g

Friendship Train Of Books
(COUSRATULATIONS 1o Joseph Brundt,

prumm of the

o Co..
Train of books for Europe. Mr. Brandt Drposes that ad
publishers get logether st the end of each year and donaa

ndship let~
oo

Large publishers, says

their unsold nonfiction books

Bnndl hAv. lhcuund.l of unsold
the Why

Mr.
books about America nnnnnl dust on
Euro)
Tl—A.dnhldolhﬂlmw-ﬂ o



