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Earle’s Solution Is Folly

P ALL the simple solutions offered by

would-be saviors in this time of crisls
and hysteria, the one advanced by George
H. Earle of Pennsylvania takes our prize
for foolishness.

Mr. Earle served a term as Governor of
Pennsylvania and was assigned to diplo-
matic service in Bulgaria and Austria be-
fore he emerged as a crusader against
Communism, in which fole he appeared on
a visit in North Carolina this week. As us-
ual, he presented his sovereign remedy for
Communism — bombing Russia and her
satellites out of existence.

Mr. Earle served a turn in the Navy as a
lleutenant-commander but he obviously
knows very little about military science or
he would not advance the proposal to bomb
Russia with such confidence. On practical
grounds alone, it rates In the class of high-
ly dublous undertakings.

There is a large question whether we
could obtain and hold the bases needed for
sustained long-range operations agalnst
the Soviet Unlon.

There 1s an even larger question wheth-
er our airplanes could penetrate the So-
. viet alr defenses in sufficient number to
earry out their objectives.

In the Second World War, our bombers

may be presumed to be less accurate than
the Italian and German maps we used in
World War II. Mr. Earle would get around
this problem by saturation bombing of all
Russia, leaving nothing—an operation so
enormous as to place his whole suggestion
in the realm of the utterly fantastic.

But granting that we could overcome all
the technical, logistical and strategic prob-
lems in laying waste to Russia, what then?
‘The moment we started our atomit blitz on
Russia, the Red armles would move on the
Western European nations and the Com-
munists in those countries would take to
the barricades for revolutionary seizures of
power. It is reasonable to suppose that
they would succeed in taking control in
many Instances. Would we then proceed to
pulverize Italy, or France, or possibly Great
Britaln in turn? If we did not do so, we
would find that we had not bombed Com-
munism out of existence  but merely had
scattered and inflamed It.

For purposes of argument, let's concede
.that the whole Earle atomic operation suc-
ceeded and that Russia gnd a large part of
Europe were reduced to'ashes. Would that
end the Communist threat? Would that
simplify the problems of economic disorder,
want, misery, fear and the break-
down of law and moral T, out of which
grows? The question answers

were in many inst s by
lack ol accurate maps- Our maps of Russia

itself.

A Turning Point In Italy

N ITALY, we have rounded a big corner
in the struggle for restoration in the
post-war world and the road ahead looks
Jess forbldding than at sny time since the
East-West competition entered its malor
phase more than two years ago.

It is too early to assess all the conse-
quences of the Italian election, which went
decisively against the Communist-domi-
nated Popular Front, but already we can
hail this result as the heaviest setback yet
suffered by the Cominform and the Krem-
1in in their movement for world revolution

e the war énded. The democratic vic-
tory rates as that important mﬁzon the
basis of the dangers we have ped by
this week's turn of events.

~ 1f the Communist parties had won con-
trol of Parliament, the world would now
be In the midst of & new International
crisis Instead of contemplating the possi-
bility of a less critical period In the days
ahead.

There are many reasons even now for
regarding the Italian ‘test as the turning
point in the so-called “cold war” — the
point at which America and democracy
make the stand which will successfully
contain Communism and open the way to
& peaceful settlement.

Raising The Freight

E Interstate Commerce Commission,
in another temporary grant of freight
rate increases pending final action on the
railroads’ petition for long-term increases
averaging 30 per cent over schedules of
mid-1947, has authorized a boost of 10 per
cent in the East and 5 per cent in the
South.
* Dispatches do not specify what kinds of
freight are involved In the higher charges,
« which will add more than $300 million a
year to the shippers' bill. Presumably the
boost extends to all class and commodity
rates but there may be many exceptions in
both categories.

The 5 per cent increase also applies in
Iowa, northern Missouri, southeastern
Minnesota and most of Wisconsin. Else-
where west of the Mississippl rates are to
be held at present levels on traffic strictly
within the territory, but on freight moving
between that-territory and the South and
East a § per cent advance is approved.

‘The granting of the temporary increases,
which was expected, moves rates generally
up to all but the last 5 per cent of the 30
per cent increase sought in the railroads’
petition in 1047

Noteworthy in the action is the fact that

From The Petersburg (Va.) Progress-Index

The main question all along has not been
whether America could meet the Russian
challenge but whether we had the will and
the determination to throw our-full weight
into the European rivalry. In Italy particu-
larly, we have given a notable

Hello—Joe Martin?’

Warning From Bogota

Pan-Americanis

By SUMNER WELLEN
Former Undersecretary of State
L was Tight In describing

tion of our intentior to back the none

Communist states to the limit. The Italian

people have responded with a great vote

of confidence in our capacity to fulfill the

role of world leadership that has been
upon us.

The “cold war” is far from over, md the
road aheadstill 1s full of dangerous turns
and booby trlpl. but we have won a great
opportuni®y to go forward with the eco-
nomic, social and political

<
O the uprising in Bogota as an “occurrence that
goes far beyond Colombia.” But whether the revolt
was Communist-inspired. or, what seems more likely,
merely Communist-abetted, it has had a tragic im-
pact upon the national life of one of the most truiy
democratic of the American republics. It has un-
doubtedly dealt a blow to the international prestige
of the American reglocal system

In the long run, however, more harm will result

from the fact that’ public opinion 1 now komng 10

essed with a hemispheric Red scare that
it will lose sight of the significance of what hap-
pered at the conference beforc the uprising
m:Mded new' evidence that the

of Western Europe along the lines which
haye been mapped out in the conferences,
meetings and Congressional sessions of re-
cent months.

The news from Italy is good on many
counts but the most heartening and sig-
nificant development s America’s full
commitment to the task of rebuilding the
Community of Europe. From this decision

«there can be no turning back and the Ital-

ian vote is a bright promise that the Euro-
pean people will rally to the democratic
cause so long as there is no faltering o
America's leadership.

9
Rates
rates are boosted 10 per cent In the East
and only 5 per cent elsewhere. The fight of
the Southern Governors' Conference, In
which North Carolina had a part, for more
equitable “class” rates as compared with
the East is immediately brought to mind.
About a year ago the ICC after much pres-
sure from the South Increased “class” rates
—on manufactured or processed freight—
10 per cent in the East and lowered such
rates 10 per cent In the South, putting
Southern distributors on a footing more
equitable with that for Eastern shippers.
That the former action was only a por=
tion of a fair adjustment seems to be ac-
knowledged in the differential In the in-
creases granted thls week. North Carolina
Attorney General Harry McMullan, in a
with a

tive of Tur Nrws, sald that this week's ac-
tion probably is a tacit recognition of the
principle Involved In the Southern Gover-
nors' fight. At the most, however, this is
only a step In the right direction. The
South has no reason to relax in its long
battle for over-all revision of a freight raf
structure which discriminates in favor of
the industrial East and North to the disad-
vantage of the South and West.

The ‘Continuous’ Miner

EWS STORIES tell of a “continuous

miner” which promises to mechanize
the mining of coal to a much greater ex-
tent than at present. Supposedly the com-
plicated processes of drilling, cutting,
blasting, and loading as now followed
would give way to a mechdnical process
which would take care of these several
functions in one operation. Mining would
be a simpler and 'safer occupation, while
manpower needs, which account for well
over half the cost of mining coal, would
decrease considerably.

No extravagant clalms are mnde for low-
er fuel prices as a result of general use of
the “continuous miner”, It stands to reason
lower costs would follow, but miners would
still be needed and ly customers
would still be to some extent at the mercy
of John L. Lewls or his kind. Howévet,
safety in the mines hasscommanded a
great deal of attention, and the new ma-
elumfy Is said to promote safety. for

the ltkelihood of reduclng the need' for,
‘manpower, thllllpmhlhlyle-luuof
employment with its disad-

vantages than of trying to solve a diffi-
culty arising from a diminishing supply of
miners, since both in the United States and
Great Britain we have heard predictions
of a time when nobody would want to go
down into the mines.

‘The “continuous miner” may be still in
the testing stage, although it has been put
to work In the Appalachian fields. Any in-
vention which promises to take coal min-
ing out of the crisis' stage In which it has
lived for a long time is promising.

If you are going to do any plain writing
you' have got to do some plain thinking
first. If you don't do your plain thinking
first, 4t is just awfully tempting to conceal
fuzziness of mind in fuzzy writing. —Blvm-
ingham News.

The list of people who think they can
run & néwspaper better than thg man who
1s doing it 1§ the fastest growing thing in
the world. Faster than the list of those who
do not like Truman any more. — tarlv
an (Ga.) News.

The
inter-American m Is in real danger of collapse
For thia Communist ntrigts 203 ok, reboe “ible.
It is due rhlelly o our own policies in recent years.
e public ete that o) o well s
bclnl deliberntely tn-rrd in Washington.’

A STATE DEPAR ‘nn:m‘ fpukunnn 'has just de-

clared that the !nter-American system “is
stronger . . . system than it was ut the end of
war." Now such a flagrant misstatement of fact

falth t be questioned in
On the very day of this statement
most widely respected statesmen of Latin America
sald to me: “Bad as it is. the revolt at Bogota miay
prove to be a b\eulnc in’ disguise. Tt will probably
un us. wzmwr taking effective defense meas-
And it has st least postponed the open clash
between the United States and the other republics
ed inevitable before the rebellion

one of the

o=

curred.”

meeting since 1928,
The United States has falled to show any compre-
hension of our nelghbojs' most vital problem. 1y
has refused to admit that they have any right (8
npm the Unlled States to co-operate in 1 long

econom! ram which would relleve their
preming ditficultie, and which, by incrensing pro-
duction and promoting ‘ndustrialization, would heln
them to raise the living standards of many peoples
now Aliterate, undernourished. desperately poor, and
without sanitation or decent housing.

The worst of it 1a that the people of the other
Americas_are -beginning to think that the Unitrd
States only remembers them when, as aiter Prari
Harbor, this country ui y needs their help.

(QUR misconception of the underlving issue was
recently mmmua hr -n editorial in one of this
country's greatest s It complained \hat
when Secretary Hmhlll hnd read to U conters
ence the announcement of President Truman's recom-
mendation that the capital of the Export-Import Bank
increased by $500.000.000 for loahs for Tatin
the Latin-American delegates listened in
stony silence. Thelr lack of enthusiasm Was lermea
"lhe 1-».; straw.”

i« point of view is precisely that of

tary, M-nh-ll and his Cabinet colleagues
r American republics had for three years
been nludlnl with the United States to Jjoin witn

Secres

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON The Secretary for Alr, he claimed, had a rl;m to say
No legislative battle in recent years has witnessed so much  what he wished. Finally Andrews gave in. result,
backstage, wirepulling and so much erimson Svmington was able to deliver his sensational nmm; mn

on_one
Cabinet member's face as the row over Whether the U. 8.

“’"RDLo:.g
16 v kit e 2

m In Jeopardy

in & program which wouid safeguard the dem=

antitutions and insure the future welfare of

e

Thee hitd been flatly turned down.  Yet they were
ntly supposed to jump to thelr feet with

—like school children granted a holiday—

annouricement that was n

n publisiied o month before!

program for which they ask
xcessive burdens, It would imply
©ls Government, when privale
avadiable nor des to assure
tne “credits and Tacitiles needed
period of vears to heip In carrying out
developm:nt plan upon which all tne

ure economic stability®
2 to rebulld trade be-

purchasing power it would
market for our own exports. The adop-
ram would be the surest means of
which only prospers in th

ere living standards

expand
tion of t
lnlhm Commy

of Latin America whe
mm-.m low

he peopls of the United States want to pre=
serve the mnter-American system they must Wake up
to reallti 7 to survive if we show
: learned that the wel-
pe other Americas s essential to the wels

Care g 1
fare of the United States.

People’s Platform

Roosevelt’s Faith
DALLAS

s ew words of thanks for your edi-
Nothing to Fear”, in Monday's

v 5 the' third anniversary of
President’s death, it should cause all
zons to stop for a moment and think!
from one paragraph of your editorial:
evelt’s twelve years In the White

to any emergency. It
R e now face without
Tt won out in each test not only

as
hvateris or panic

beesgie it had physical resources but mostly
because it had the morule expressed in Roosevell's
masnificent teatimonial of confldence in Americs,
which was based on spiritual fafth in humanity.”
Then vou go on to Ternind. un that meither ~
America. Democracy nor Christianity has changed:

dyramic forces are still able to carry
we will plnce an abiding trust in them.”
ou remind us once more of Mr. Roose-

that these

statement that: “We have nothing

to fear except fear itsell
Thank you. s writing these heartening
words. ut n time wlhen we as a nation need to re-
menber. not only present danger. but the magnifis
cent faith of him whose peerless leadership we so
desperatels need this very hour, May his faith be-

come ours tod
. —MRS. EDNA C. HENDRICKS.

Marguia Child

'Danger At Home

HINGTON

lines over Colombia,
lin and other distant danger points.
But that neglected report called
attention to some danger points
right here at home. While econ-
omists are inclined to use judicious

concern it expresses. n
is another warning of the threat
of the blaze of inflation,

Because the Counclls warning
was ignored, President Truman de-
cided to make inflation, with its
tmminent peril to the nation’s econ-
omy. the theme of his speech to
the American Soclety of Newspaper
Editors. He used much more blunt

by the istration as part of
the defense program. t it all
stokes the

fire.
On top of the '$5300,000000 for-

eign recovery program, the House

has appraved sn expanded aviation

program to cost $3.200,000,000.

top of this will be the cost of m

expanded  Army Navy, the

manpower to be provided by & re-

Dewal of Selective. Service

time, the blithe
voted a tax cut

cut
| mean a lou f nearly
000 in revenue. In_their
earlier Teports. the ‘Council polnts
out. they had samumed that thu

that it is an election year,

So the flame of Mmflation flares
out and it sears millions who are
caught within its reach. The aver-

ﬂ;r.m«-.ym-
ls” should be

export and domestic use limitations
which would up adequate
stockplles and mnm production
tmder the deferse plan against bot-
!lrl!ltb and breakdowns.
FIRE PREVENTION
In other words, we must be will-
ing to Accept a minor degree of
self-discipline in order to keep the
house from _beir
key to control is above all in
Metals, and especially stee], which
todsy brings In the amay or biack
Tovreet v or
vﬂt

A touchy question in an elecuon
hic]

applied e
anxiously debated inside the Ad-
mintstra u«m A first step would
wob.bly prevent any more

from going into the manu-
l!elurl of eﬂ and gas

country’s nat
ul gas n\d un nlpply is drmdy

. which consumes
of steel. Then you would hear a yell

-frﬂm Lhe

e man who a direct staks

in thl controversy ll Paul G.

Hotfman, newly appointed Admin-

utmar of the European Recovery

success or faflure of

what he Is about to try to do—get
rope ed toward economic .

'tll-be'nl—mly well depend

this ve

NO rl.lollml

The
hul’ livll Holrrnnn
Tecessary to lhlv w
I.'\.INB! He and his aides must go

age

the basl things at the botiom of
going up. His tax

um uumnm ine likewise his elecs

wmr to do about it? The Coun-

certain controls which

Shura help to check the wildest

scramble for searce co les.

inary prudence.” says the

Teport, “requires that increased at-
Tention he given to’ perfecting &

system of allocations, priorities and

Samuel Grafton

are consclous of t Government
1s doing. But doing nothing also has
ita risks, and in this instance, very

A Pattern Repeats

T seems luyme that a perhaps un-
consclous revival of Moll!lunhm
is taking e In_certal
of American thinking. The oum
day 1 heard someone say that we
couldn't do business with the Rus-

not 5o long ago we used to talk in
just the same way about the Eng-
1ish. The argument about not trust-
ing the Russians is rather strong,
but the similarity to the way in
which we used to tal the
English is rather striking. too. We
sed to get pretty emotional about
our English friends. and in some
quarters {t was not altogether
heaithy to be considered “pro-Bri-
tish."

So you begin to wonder whether
xome of our current attitudes are
based entirely on an objective view

“of events. or whether, even if only

to a small degree, a‘pattern Wen't
repeating.
NO NEW ATTITUDE

For this business of being sus-
plcious of a great forelgn power,
and of wanting to haveZShothing
to do- with it. iz not new IPAmerl-
can During
Tventies and Thistis, for enmxﬂe
any proposal by the rest of the
world that we enter into & system
of treaties and alllances with it

complete peace, including substai
tial concess

1t seems to me that would mny
flutter the dovecotes. —Everyl
T've been talking to tn Washington,
eepecially among the high Republl-
cans, knows e t to do in
case the present nm«pnm of fric-
tion continues. But most of us A
hot_ at all prepared for a sudden
ending of that atmosphe: of-
fer of amity would catch us ahort.
We wouldn't know quite what to do
with such an offer.

And if we were once suspiclous
of. and a° shade hastile toward-
“nice” nations, with their hair

Force.” he announced.
from under Porrestal.
has

afte:

“Forrestal has Pnﬂ!d the rug

combed and their ties in place,
t we ahould

kood hbor, how much of
it nu‘eun, into an old, & familiar
pattern

And in wuhlnnnn especially in

iy rnings
(see above) agalnst any. future
agreement. ralized anti-

agreem
old modes and old ways.
HISTORIC FEARS

sgatn, one has a some
of these attitudes are traditional,
that some of us, at least, find it
more comfortable not to have agree=
ments than to have them. With
Communist Russia as the o t h e ¢

party. of course, these historic fears
mm up llto neon tubes.

e feeling.about &
k|nd ol rﬂ“\]l ol l.mllmhn from
the forced passage. over veto, of the
recent tax reduction bill. It was

of worl
had that nmuhr inward-tumnine
freling: connected with
ideas about how we ought to do
for uumlvu regardless of what's
going e world. The new

.scheme or bailding & monster air
while we

ofce to

refect all ififlation controls or other
interferences with our private lives,
seems not unlinked.

haven't thrown off old
patterns quite as completely as we
think we have, and with Russia as
the opponent, of course, the desire
to dust them off and make them do
duty sgaln must become doubly
strong.

Rep. Vinson Engineered Air Force Vote

out from under the Alr
-'u.urelovunmmm
e got the votes but Porrestal

e
‘Taber. Al.l e have 10 do 1s get Taber.”

outtonh:

should be defended by %0 air groups
ronically, the man who finaliy engineered the over-
whelming 343 to 3 House vote for u big Alr Force was the
avy's best friend In Congress—iord-as-nuils Rep. Carl
Vinson of Georgla.

The veteran Democral
through the
Forrestal every siep of
formed the miracle of winning penny-pin

browbeat the measure
retary of Defense Jim
Vinson even per-
ing John Taber,

t not only

chalrman  of mp Appropriations  Commift over to a
70-group Air Fol
H s the amaging, behind-the-scenes stors
For years as chairmen of the House Naval Affairs Com-
mitter, Vinson has gone down the line for the Navy. He
was lh.lr best friend i Congress. But three weeks ago
Vinson Navy, Insisted upon. hearing the Air

lory llmuluncously with arguments for the draft
and \lnmml traink
rwards, Democrat Vinson huddled with
Democrat Lyndon Johnson, another Navy man now
an air advocate, and the two scrawled a resolution on the
of an office memo, caliing for a T0-group Air Force.
Next day they hammered this resolution through the Armed
Services Committee by a 23 to 0 vote.

Muzzling Symington
OWEVER, when Secretary for Alr Stuart Symington ap-
peared before the committee. Chairman Walter Andrews
New York Republican, warned him sot to mention 70 groups.
the drait and UMT, An-

next door to vhe Cnm(re\alnn'u

dlstrll.'l of !ymuuwnn hlher in-law, im Wadsworth

Oﬂwm lk eless Anﬂn‘l am not want

“Wait & mlnuln." snorted Vinson, “We dont want any
CORSOShIPE ve e o e

Russia 1= bullding planes twelve times
U,

This enraged Symington's boss. Secretary of Defense
Forrestal,  Actually Forrestal had taken Hden. with the
ndimtrals and did his best to sabotage Symington's testimony,

First he sent an appeal to Vinson, urging him to come
aver to his office in the Pentagon Building at once. They

had been close allies in fighting for a powerful, two-ocean
and Forrestal hoped to appeal to Vinson's old Navy

¢ leathery Georgian was In no mood to back
down. He went to see Foriestal, but he bfought along two
close friends—Congressmen Lyndon Johnson and Paul Kil-
day, both Texas Democrats. Johnson had served in the
Navy durig the war and heiped to straighten out Army=-

Navy rivalries.
Relm'ﬂn( to the
had

. Forrestal was cordial but insistent.
Congressmen as “air seamen,” he complal
gone back cn him, urged that they delay their wopoul for
a 70-group Mr Force until he got a report from the joint
chints of sta

“We h.\\e b'-m zcl(ln\t Teports on this for three years”
snapped  Vinso nded Forrestal that eighteen
o, B30, Ge. i:umlmwn had lnmled that the Alr
Force should not be allowed to fall below 70 groups.

Eisenhower,” sald Vinson bluntly, ~u hough chier of
staff for me”

Soft-Soaping Taber

FTER fuling with Vinson, Forrestal next tried to solt-

soap nickle-nursing Appropriations Chalrman Taber who

sually can’t see beyond a dollur sign. Forrestal’s arithmetic

Casily canvinced Tuber that 70 alf groups would cost money,

and promptly started to prune down the Alr Force appropria-
bill. The $922.000,000 ecessary for the 70-group pro-

nam was omitted.
arcely had Taber reported the bill out of committes,
however, than Vinson Calicd in Johnson md‘nldqy.

That rnoon oled Tabe:
Taber would fuoport & T0-group Alr Force, Vinson Said mn
he would
ment costs by $100,000, This cou

invoking the wartime clause

anthotity to renegotiate rrofits.

was_ abl Toduce . chesper plane tha
mated, the Alr -examine the cantract and cus
excess profits.
Taber called in Symington. ssked whether he could et
along on $822,000,000 for 70 groups. ‘The youthful Air Secre-

Tarv: Rowever. sald that $922.000,000 was the Tock
figure.  Next morning Vinxe, allea_Symington, des
he plan to renegotiate profits. Syminglon then
to do his utmost to Keep Within the $822,000.000 figure.
 scnendmen was oftered, the plane pro-

$822,000,000 for a T0-group _Asr Force.

the imendment was

ur—

curement fund by
Beltve It of met. Bt the AUHOT of

Taber, himsel

N the House was passing the 70-group Air
!ﬂl!ﬂlo!'ﬂh‘m t Truman publicly rebuked
By'mm‘ton lor luwln‘ the Administration's ss—m:up

bed with lhe Heru'y Wallaceites Vito lnmnmb l‘d Tsac-
son, und Adam Clayton Powellythe only Congressmen who
opposed the large Mr Force. App-rem.\y Truman forgot bis
March 17 speech in which he declared he wasn't going 0
buy any part of ‘Henry Wa

Merry-Go-Round
AROLD STASSEN'S first cholce for his Vice-Presidential

running mate is Sen. Ray Baldwin of Connecticut. . .
Gen. John H. Hill Herschel Jobnson 33

Dest miers, Wil Tesign to. work for the Anderson, Clayton
cotton company—a real loss to Government. .



