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Crossroads---Good Friday, 1948 .

\HERE I8 striking similarity between the
first Good Friday and this Good
Friday, 1948. On both occaslong the world
was filled with fear and uncertainty. On
th occasions the world was offered a
cholce between the philosophy of selfish
power and the gospel of love. On both occa-
sions Jerusalem was torn with strife and
division.

This day In the calendar is called Good
Friday, or Black Friday. It was both good
and black. It was and s good in the fact
that it represents Almighty God going to
the utmost limit to bring men from the
darkness of selfish misunderstandings to
the light of the ways of God, the ways of
personal and national righteousness. It was
black in that it represented the darkness
of evil in men’'s hearts which led them to
decline the offer of Jesus Christ of Himself
as the Prince of Peace.

It is no wonder that Jesus Christ wept
over his beloved city of Jerusalem on that
first Palm Sunday, when he saw in advance
the tragic results of her fateful decision:
“If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong unto
thy peace! But now they are hid from thine
eyes”. Within a generation the beautiful
city was totally destroyed by the Roman
armies.

Significantly the Cross was set up “out-
side the city walls.”" The city had turned its
back on Jesus Christ, and the Roman gov-
ernor, Pontius Pllate, had “washed his
hands” of the affair.

Since that day, the Cross has become &
sacred symbol of the.Christian Faith from
which stems the Christian way of life.

To Christlans everywhere, regardless of
sect, creed or denominational division; to
all who enjoy the benefits of Christian so-
ciety, Good Friday should be a solemn re-
minder of that Christian charge to learn
and practice “the things which belong unto

The Way To Defeat

'ARDENING of America's policy toward

Soviet Russia and Communism and
calls from the Republican right for even
more toughness are answered by SBupreme
Court Justice Willlam O. Douglas with the
assertion that Communism cannot be de-
feated by military might alone.

Justice Douglas, who has been mentioned
as a possible candidate for Vice-President
on the Democratic ticket this year, spoke
at the University of Florida this week. Dis-
cussing the world crisis and the mounting
threat of war, he declared that “this coun-
try will fail miserably” if it fashions “its
policies merely in terms of anti-Commun-
ism.” He called for a “dynamic and vital”
democratic leadership which will foster
“human rights at home and abroad, hu-
manitarian programs for the masses of the
people of the world."

The wisdom and timeliness of Justice
Douglas’ words have been underscored re-
peatedly by developments in the intern:
tional arena in recent days.

In Italy particularly, we are witnessing a
test of strength between thé democratic
and Communist movements in which the
“programs for the masses” are the declsive
factor. On the outcome of that struggle
for control of Italy in the April 18 parlia-
mentary elections, the future of Europe
largely depends.

America Is backing the conservative De
Gasperi regime in this struggle and every
possible device has been used to meet the
Communist competition. An elaborate
campaign is being conducted to bulld up

peace.” Jerusalem falled here and Good
Friday went Into the calendar. Each year
1t brings to all Christian people an urgent
call to unlLy of purpose In seekirg the ways
of pe

!l ll nowwcﬂ.hy that for 21 years the
churches of Charlotte have met together
around the Cross in the annual Community
Crucifixion Service. It will be held this year
at the First Presbyterian Church. This is a
‘heartening sign. It would offer vast encour-
ement in these days of seeking peace, if
these churches which share the Cross,
could carry thls Good Friday unity over
into the entire year, giving vigorous leader-
ship to the search for “the things which
belong unto peace.”

Throughout the nation and the Christian
world, worshippers will gather In churches
today from 12 noon to 3 o'clock In solemn
recollection of those three hours of dark-
ness when Jesus Christ was on the Cross.
In calling for the observance of the day,
the President sald, “We In the United
States, who still enjoy full religlous liberty,
should celebrate this day in a solemn and
sacred manner. . . . Today freedom of re-
ligion, as well as the freedom and security
of natlons is seriously threatened by anti-
religlous forces. . . . For us Friday
should be a day of prayer and adoration, Qf
sorrow and love, of forgiveness and assur-
ance.”

‘The world stands on this Good Friday at
the crossroads of peace and war. It also

stands at the “Cross Road.” Are we going to

cruclfy civilization with another war be-
cause of selfishness, as Jerusalem crucified
Jesus Christ? Too many are willing to leave
Christ on the Cross and worship Him there,
and put self on the throne.

If we are to find and use “the things
which belong unto peace,” we must put self
and selfishness on the cross and Christ on
the Throne.

Communism

a fear psychology against the Reds. Ameri-
can private relief, stop-gap ald and the
promise of Marshall Plan benefits have
been extended to' Italy, /Réforms almost as
drastic as those proposdd by the Commun-
ists are promised by the conservative par-
ties. Itallan nationalistic sentiment
been appealed to by America’s action in
backing the return of Trieste to Italy. De-
spite this strenuous effort to checkmate
the leftist movement, reports from Italy
indicate the Communists will win a major-
Ity of the seats In Parliament.

It is clear that the Communists still are
gaining among the people because the Ital-
lan masses have been made rebelllous by
two world wars and a long depression be-
tween them. They have never known true
democracy and never realized the benefits
of free enterprise, and they will not rally
to the democratic movement until it offers
a much more positive program than any
that has yet been devised. Communist in-
filtration in Italy, In France and elsewhere
may be expected to continue until the dem-
ocratic leadership does develop such a pro-
gram, and shifts the main emphasls from
military force to peacetime reconstruction.

As Justice Douglas says so well, that in-
filtration cannot successfully be checked by
resorting to totalltarian methods, which
would onM destroy our own democracy,
produce civil war and lead on to Interna-
tional war. Such a war “could well be an
Armageddon.” the Justice adds, and even a
United States victory would leave “a world
in ruins” with “suffering and dislocation
of life unequalled in history.”

A Sign In Radio-Active Cloud

OMETHING WE don't need is a radio-
active cloud, latest product of our
atomic laboratories. This development,
which was announced Thursday by Glenn
L. Martin, airplane manufacturer, was an-
ticipated some weeks ago In the Li'l Abner
comie strip in Tux Nrws when a radioactive
cloud was formed by a stray atomic bomb
which dropped from a plane and descended
on the hbulom community of Al Capp's
Dogpat!

The tloud described by Manufacturer
Martin apparently has none of the attrac-
tive features of the one that blacked out
Dogpatch, As we recall it, the Capp experi-
ment did no great harm to the Dogpatchers
outside of plunging thelr community Into
stomic darkness and creating a radioactive
field which they were forbldden to leave.
United States soldiers maintained a patrol
around Dogpatch to prevent the radioactive
citizens from wandering outside to con-
taminate other people.

Only untoward incident In this calamity
was the invasion of Dogpatch by Romeo
McHaystack, who tunneled his way Into the
community. He wanted to become active
in the radioactive field as the darkness
gave him a fine opportunity to pursue his
ways with the beautiful and innocent girls
of Dogpatch. Masquerading as the pure
and irresistible Li'l Abner, he had pro-
duced a revolution among the jealous and
disconcerted males of Dogpatch before the
radjo-active cloud was shattered by an ex-
plosion of Kickapoo Joyjuice, super-atomic
beverage manufactured by Hairless Joe and
Lonesome Polecat. The episode ended with
Romeo McHaystack getting the just des-
serts of all wolves.

Mr. Capp's fictions are often grotesque
but never absurd and he usually Can be
counted on to make an important point for

the people of this sclentific age. There
was, In fact, a great moral in his tale of
Romeo and the radio-active cloud. If we
missed 1t at'the,time, we can't mistake it
today when.we read about Manufacturer
Wright's cloud.

The new cloud or mist will kill anyone
who comes In contact with it. The sclen-
tists who produced it made no provision
for survi¥al of the human species or the
eventual triumph of moral law, as Mr.
Capps was able to do. They have ro Kick-
apoo Joyjulce or other antidote for this
murderous fog. They know of no way to
confine it to one area. Instead, the radlo-
active cloud is at the mercy of the winds
and may blow back on the users.

As Cartoonist Capp’s reminded us in his
engaging fable, our war manufacturers have
created a world that is fantastic, ridicu=
lous and insane In the extreme in compari-
son to Dogpatch. Manufacturer Wright
provides final proof, if any more is needed,
with his calm announcement that we now
have the radio-active cloud and also a new
A-bomb which is much more destructive
than the ones dropped on Japan. In the
depth of our folly, we still call this “atomic
progress.”

Mixing 'Em Up — A newspaper from a
county on the Ohio River, west of Louls-
ville, reports the water got so high recently
that a farmer went to the henhouse and
caught a fish as big as the chicken he was
after—Lexington (Ky.) Herald.

George Bernard Shaw says Henry Wal-
lace could pacify the Reds. Certainly. The
Czechs have just pacified them.—New Or-
leans States.
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‘Lord. Remember Me—'

Peo Ele’s Platform

Carrier Boy Backs The News

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tne News
FIPHERE are sonie things T might have said in favor
of my Newscarrier, Jerry Willlams, that T didn't
consider quite proper in a letter given into his hands.
My enthusiasm for his success in the present con-
test is based ¢n much more than his efficiency as
& newsboy.

In the several vears that 1 have known Jerry
through hix work with your paper. I have watched
him grow physically and mentally. have watched
the expansion of personality.
sufficlency with almost a maternal pride.
never missed an opportunity to talk to the boy. It
Is always stimulating and refreshing He has a
very active mind, and an unbounded energy and
enthusiasm for all thing:

Approximately two years ago he confessed H\nl
he wished to be & lawyer when he grew up 1 an
lew librarian, nd was naturally putty in the \Hlul\
of such a clever fellow  He H.r(\ e into taking
him into the courtroom o nd clinched 1t
then and there by naming a lh\ |\|\rl hour. to which
1 agreed.  He appeared promptly at the time named.
1 dropped my work to keep m ]Ylll of the bargnin,
and took him stralghtway 1o the criminal court
room  He had a wonderful reapect for the dignity of

the court, Mstened to proceedings with avid interest
and afterwards asked many intelligent questions.
I only hope my answers were as intelligent as the
questions . . .

e professed a desire to meet one of our out-
standing lawyers one who had made a talk at his
church once. It happened that lawyer was out of
town at the time, and rather than disappoint .Jrrl'}
I asked him if he would settle for the d
couple of judges. He said he would. He met these
dignitaries with ease and grace, entirely |l||nhzshrﬂ

after a lemonalie at the Law Bullding soda

shop, he thanked me profusely and wont his way
have since wondered which of us had the best. time
that_ morning
Also, T have had opportunities to watch Jerry
at play with other chiliren. He roughhouses with
those his own age, is gentle with the little ones, kind
to animals . . . and universally iked. I'd sav this
boy has all the qualifications for growing up a fine
and useful citfzen. His work with your paper, while

an aset to you, is a stepping stone for nim. I hope
your paper will back of him some day, when he
starts making his own mark in the world. He is cer-

tainly back df Twr News today.
—(MRS.) EULA M. MEYER.

Imagination Charts Path

ESTER
Editors, Tue News
MAGINATION carries us far on the turbulent sea
of human success, Imagination is a panoramic
view ‘pictured in our minds of great possibilities, ly-

ing. in rtore for us. Napoleon had a very vivid
imagination which stood him well in planning
future battles

T don't think we can get very far without
fmagination.  Imagination looks into the future.
dealing with possibilities and probabilities. It de-
velops many ideas that lay dormant, pushing them

forefront of greater possibilities, in all flelds

of human endeavor. Constructive Imugination is

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round

based largely on creative thinking, which In num-
berleas cares gives way to woll nid plans of creative
acting, on the tage of life, thl) the curtain descends
and obscures us from view. However, It leaves its
imprint on the sands of time, while placing us high
s contributing factors, for the betterment of all
mankind

usiness, commercial, polltical and industrial,
should all be fed from the tap root of imagina
We rhould . tring to. develop constructive. poiae,
trv to grow large In our constructive imagination,
in developing ail our ldeas to a full fruitage, of
our own opossibilities. The world is in desperate
oday of constructive ideas that will place all
mankind on ® higher plane of thinking and acting,
in creating a World of possibilities, for future gen-
erations. to develop along the lines of brotherly love
and a co-operative sprit.

—JOHN M. MacCAULAY.

The

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue News
l‘wnn WHERE we hear of a shortage of nurses,

tralning for” the profession. .
contests, all stress the advantages of being a nurse—
“good times™ etc. Yet girls

why not try another approach? Tell giris
that nursing often means hard, dirly work—cross
patients with ungrateful families—lonely night duty.
Tell them that it men ans constant _self-sacrifice for
X But tell them, too, that
Jt affers. opportunity toserve humanity, to help
bring health and happiness. to give physical, mental
spiritual uphift
Offer *he challenge to herole spirita, to the fine,
nuselfish girls wno are eager to be of real use in
the world. They hre the stuff of which true, worth-
while nurses are made.

—WALDO G. FISKE.

Income Tax On Ladies

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tie Nrws
] HAVE read with great interest  man's viewpoint

on_the North Carolina State Income Tax La
(Mr. B. Steele’s letter of March 10). I would like to
present the ladies” side. As I understand the law a
man Tx exempt $2,000, If his wife works $3.000,
single lady or a widow who is keeping the home
fires burning and has the same expenses as 4 man W
anly exempt $1.000. T ask you Is that fair? Come on
ladies. let's do something about it this election.
—MISS FUNDERBURK.

“Dauntless Defender”
MONROE

Editors, Tur Nrws:

WISH to pay tribute to Drew Pearson—patriot,

‘hristian. dauntless defender of the right, and
unselfish originator of the “Freedom Train” The
characteristics outweigh all others, and make him
the columnist extraordinary.

—INEZ FLOW,

]oseeh & §_lewqrt Alsoe
The Palestine Mess

WASHINGTON

MERICAN troops will soon be

digpatched to Palestine to re-
place \British troops, They will be

to perform precisely the same
function that the British have per-
formed aince the war, And they will
inhert precisély the same miseries,
including shootings and bombings
by the Trgun and Stern ganp. At
the mq this unpleasan =
pect seems about the best i
of what s in store as a result of
the record of American policy on
Palestine.

Every effort 1s of course being
made to avold this outcome. Those
responsible for Palestine volicy still
hope Jongingly that the British can
somehow be conxed or badgered in-
to keeping thelr troops In Pales-
tine, at logat for a few montha ot &

undoubtedly
some disposition to lry a little dis-
creet twisting of the British arm to
this end. But

sertién that British troops will be
withdrawn on_schedule certainly
indicates that the British have no
intention of putting up with any
sre-twieing. And that means that

an troops will be bequeathed
e virmuai iporioie ak  of
Keeping order m Palestine, simpls
no other troops, except
Rr=stan, are available.

The basle renson for the reversal
of American Palestine
was. of course, precisely to prevent
Russian troops from being sent to
Palestine or Russian _influence
spreading to the Middle East. Pa

spread upward through the
and service departments to Pre
dent Truman that partition
the Soviets an opportunity to es-
tablish a foothold in the Middle
East. The trusteeshi ad-

:l:nltd prunmly Lo en that o oppor-
It
RED REFUSAL
The Soviet Unfon has refused to
Join the United Nations Trusteeship
Council, to which, if the American
proposal Is approved by the As-
sembly, the Palestine problem will
be referred. There Is no vote in
the councll. Final declsions are
made by a two-thirds vote. Thus
even if the Kremlin were to order
Andre| Gromyko to join the Trus-
teeshin Councll tomorrow. and If
he were to demand Soviet partici-
pation in a tine  trustecship
Ehe Gay afier, he would smply be
voted down. By this faintly legal-
Lile device, the United States wil
have barred the Unlon from
Palestine, pmvmea the Assembly
approves the American proposal.
But obviously the matter will not
end there. The Trusteeship Coun-

Samuel Grq_fl_oﬂ

cil will be asked to name a Gover-
nor General of Palestine. Clearly
no United Nations Governor Gen«

eral can exercise authority in Pal-

entorce
Russian troops are
tish are determined
The
they

to withdfaw once and for all

Jews
mmuunmmmumm
in the Middle East yould ensue,

tional posaibilities.
of the experta beliave that in time,
As the enormous’ Arab superiority
in manpower made ltself felt.- the
Jewish community in  Palestine
would find its position in Palestine
completely untenable. In that case
there  would enormous moral
pressure in this country to send
troops. if only to prevent & massa-
cre of the Jews,
PROBABLE OUTCOME

Yet in the opinion of those clos=
est o the situation the most probe
the trusteeship

proposal {a that
will for all practical purposes mere-
ly replace the British as the man-

tory power. There can be littie

the first piace, has led apparently
to these results: first, we will tn-
herit all the miserie of the British
Palestine and a few more
 racial tension in this coun-

son in how not to make foreign
policy,

Proposal For Peace

NEW YORK

SOMEBODY has got to start the

ball rolling for peace. Somebody

ot to find the way to change
war talk Into peace talk

T have & bit of an idea, which I
want to present without embellish-
ment for whatever it may be worth.

T would like to see twelve promi-
nent_ Americans, of unquestionable
standing in  thelr comfmunities,
come together in some convenient
place, for the purpose of holding a

model peace conference.

Half the number could represent
the American side, and half could
undertake to bargain for and press
the Russian case. They should ne-
gotlate with each other in utmost
eamnestness, trading hard. Their
:uunl should take as lnn[ as it

onth.

the level. as you know it about uy.
‘Thomas Mann, and Elnstets

raations

be. revarun', with -

model peace treaty,
which could then become the basis
of a popular fight for peace.
Perhaps a room could be found
in or near Lake Success yor nn- un-
official meeting. And 1f, as I hope
and believe, this meeting ould be-
€in to arouse attentlon, if its pro-
‘woul to be !ollnnd
with as much Interest as itter
nnlum of the UN. mell v.h- les-

ome.

thing would stand or fall,
1 benrm by "Whether. the twelve
men selected were on the level. They
would have to be men of the kind
you know, beyond qmuan. are on

And if the Russian press were to
‘comment, favorably or unnvmbly.
on the proceedings, why, then, we
would learn something—and if an
American offielal were o do the
same, why then, also, we would take
a step forward toward
hlrelo:ol!"lr'lnlw‘dlnr.
This, it seems to me,
racy—not a mysterious, tragile en-
tity which needs to be def
an army, but a self-starting,
ener'ulru force which in the

it and safest defense for
lllthlllnlood and worthy In this
world.

I am willing to receive comments
and offers of cooperation.

EE

Rutledge Walks Into MacArthur Bedlam

WASHINGTON

WHEN benign Supreme Court Justice Wiley Rutledge put

on his dinner jacket for a Wisconsin University alumni
banquet in Washington recently, he didn't realize, that
before the evening was over he would find himself in the
middle of a hot political row avn Gen. Douglas MacArthur
that #lmost broke up the dishe

The fireworks started VAhl'u 'rnum\nur George Worth-
ington, president of Wisconsin's chapter, sud-
denly veered from a nostalgic s n his alia mater
and began praising MaeArthur lled the brass-hat-
ted Presidential candidate as “that great, colorful American
we all love »o much. . . . That great champion of democ-
racy, who has done such an cutstanding job in the Pucific

Worthington had hardly finisned when another wuconnn
alumnus in the rear of the banquet hall jumped uj

“I offer a resolution that the Washington rhlpur of lhe
Wisconsin alumni nasociation shall never again
o ‘political " platiorm for apy Presidential candidate: he

outed.

There were several equally loud seconds and the meeting
soon became a bedlam, with Worthington unable to restors
order. Finally scholarly, Justice Rutledge, sitting next to
the pro-MacArthur tostmaster, tried to restore order.

*“This fs most unfortunate,” declared the jurist. He didn't
-xpl-ln whether he was referring to the MacArthur apeech

r the resolution condemning it. However, the resolution
'u finally I-hleﬂ amid Whereupon, Worthington

rose to “explain” his political comments during which he
lllln eulogized chAl’lhur and started a fresh outbreak.
heckler shouted: “If you're so strong for Mac-
Arthur, pleass explain his censorship policies in Japan. Is
that dem
enl on-cn Joined the chorus and were ruled “out of
anier by Rutledge. Senator Alexander Wiley of onsin
finally gave a soothing sermon on brotherly loy ing at
length.from scnpmu

Orders From Moscow?

l‘!‘ LOOKS as if Henry Wlulmcel ‘Third Party is now acting
mdlr!cl orders from
ommm.lnwu-u-hnynr.omn«

boos.

’

Zhdanov. the gentleman who brought direct instructions
from the Kremlin, instructed the Cominform to concentrate
on wiping out all non-Communist liberals. He described
liberal Socialists and labor leaders as the chief enemies of
Communism—because they had a greater appeal to the

8 e conservatives, Zhdanov sald, were unwitting
friends of Communism because thelr reactionary policies
played Into Communist hands

For some time the Communists have been religiously fol-
lowing this policy In Europe—which was why Nicholai Pet-
Koff, Bulgarlan peasant leader, was bumped off; also why
30,000 other Bulgar Soclalists were executed.

But in recent months, this policy has cropped up in the
USA—with Henry Wallace's Third Party cracking the whip,

The Zhdanov policy apparently was behind the ultima-
tum recently served on two conscientious liberal members of
Conaress from Callfornia—Mrs. Helen Oahagan Douglay and
Chet Holifleld—that they must tow the Wallace Third-Part;
line or face defeat. G. B. (Beanie Baldwin. chiet campaien
manager for Wallace, notified these two able members of
Congress that the 4if was up politcally unless they voted
agninst the Marshall Plan and went down the line for

r Communist polict

And since the Wallace Third Party can pull enough
votes away from Douglas and Holifield to elect a Republican,
this mum.mm mum llmmt certain political death.

m. they will probably be hanged ynouuuuy by
Inceites. But they are not surrendering.

Wiping Out Liberal Newspapers

"[HE same Zhdanov policy of wiping out non-Communist
liberals was followed recently when the Newspaper Guild

refused to permit Glinton MeKinnoo, San Diego pubtiher,

to take over the dying Daws- McK

PM reporters, with the urmlen of firing any who didn't
make the grade. But PM's Gulld unit, which is Com-
unist-dominated, decided it would rather see PM fold.
‘This 1s the second case where a liberal non-Comimunist

as been undermined by the cmla—m other
hﬂnl lhn nﬂw defunct Phllldelphlly

Labor Protests

RGANIZED labor did some loud protesting this week a8
Ome Labor Department’s appropriation bill, aled by
Representative John Taber in the House, limped fn
Senate Appropriations Committee.

Both AFL and CIO spokesmen are demanding nﬁ the
Benate reject Taber's meat-ax “economy,” which would de-
stroy vital functions Yof the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
eliminate veterans' re-employment activities and slash the
Labor Department's over-all budget to $12498200. Thix is
virtually one-fourth less than the Budget Bureau says &
needed for the next fiscal year.

Por years the BLS reports yutrial_ production,
farnings. employment, industrial a
tion, ete., ed highly valuable. to m-mmu ]
el = Tabor In ‘lanning for the future. ~ The Federe). and
also have
a“.:nam on Bureau services for guidance in economie plan

on in
ccide

In fact, the Bureau of Labor Statistics is the only Fed-
eral agency turning out_this factual Information. Yet
Taber cut the Bureau's appropriation from $5.389,000, ap-
proved by the Budget Director, to $2500,000 which means
that much of this important work would have to be abane
doned or greatly curtailed unless the Senste rules otherwise,

Taber, chairman of the House Appropriations Commite
tee. also wiped out the Department's Bureau of Veterans' Re-
Employment. Rights, which safeguards vets' jobs guaranteed
under the GI Bill of Rights.

Note—Referring to the $4073.000 being spent by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics in the current fiscal year, Repre=
sentative Mike Monroney of Okishoma

uge to know exactly what ls golng on?™




