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Cold Or Hot, We Lose A War

ET'S BE realistic about the “cold war”
that is drawing to a close and the “hot
war” which our so-called realists regard as
inevitable, and which is inevitable if that
idea persists.

We are being realistic for a moment at
the suggestion of Congressman W. J. Bryan
Dorn of South Carolina, who is “tired of
talk of national defense” and wants “a
policy of national offense’ He proposes
that Wéstern Europe, China and possibly
our wartime enemies, Germany and Japan,
be drawn into a military alllance with the
United States to stop Russia. In a step to
implement his idea, h! has Introduced ln

apparently overestimated our own strength
and the strength of our allles, underesti-
mated the Soviet capacity, failed to analyze
the situation objectively. We have scattered
our energles and resources around the
world and apparently we still don't have a
clear idea of what points we can hold.

Mr, Dorn and other advocates of offen-
sive tactics now are trying to cover up the
fallure of thelr system in the cold war.
They say we can turn the tables in our
favor by saddling ourselves more heavily
with a group of allles who already are be-
ing propped up with American dollars, guns
and goods. They tell us that we will look
more to Russia if we forge mili-

Congress a for the
such: an alliance.

“My purpose in Introducing this resolu-
tion is not to destroy the United Nations
but to be reallstic,” Congressman Dorn ex-
plained.

Realism compels us to admit the Upited
Nations would be effectively destroyed by
this action, regardless of what Mr. Dorn
wants his constituents to think of his in-
tentions.

Now that we are reaching the point of
substituting the system of naked military
force for UN, let's take a quick look around
and see what this competition with Russia

" has produced for us and what it promises
for the future.

It led us blindly Into the cold war In
which we have lost one point after another
to the Soviet Unlon, whose expansion con-
tinues with the absorption of Czechoslo-
wakia and a Communist move to seize pow=
er in Finland. How come? Churchill, Hoov-
er, Leahy, and others who called for op-
position to the Communists at every point

Housing Is The Big

ASHINGTON politiclans have recelved

many indications that decent hous-
ing for Americans is the main issue with
the mass of voters, of even more concern
than high prices and much more pressing
than the Marshall Plan for European Re-
eovery. For instance, in the recent spe-
clal election In the Bronx, reporters who
Interviewed campaign workers found that
dissatisfaction over rents and housing fa-
cllities had more bearing on the result than
any other factor. The election of the
American Labor Party candidate backed by
Henry A. Wallace, Third Party Presiden-
tial aspirant, was to a considerable extent
8 protest against inaction on housing by
the Republican Congress and the Demo-
eratic Administration.

President Truman's recent five - polnt
program, calling for extension of rent con-
trol through April 30, 1949, and an ela-
borate building program with Federal fi-
nancial aid, recognizes the weight of the
housing demand

Further evidence of the acute nature of
the hoysing crisis Is presented In the sur-
vey conducted by Senator Wagner, co-
author of the Taft-Ellender-Wagner long-
range housing bill which is before the
House Banking & Currency Committee.
The New York Senator sent out question-
naires to 500 individuals and received re-
plies from 257, Including 29 governors and
82 mayors representing 42 per cent of the
nation’s city population, and 133 leaders
in home bullding, real estate, labor, jour-
nalism, education, religion and other fields.
All but 50 of this representative group
agreed that:

te Industry cannot in the !aﬂ-
seeable future provide either new or
housing of adequate quality to meet uu

tary tles with a group of nations which
have war-rulned citles, exhausted popula-
tions, bankrupt economies, and are close to
collapse and revolution. Dorn's alllance
may make sense to somé people in Wash-
ington, but outside the Capital it means
only that we will get nothing but insoluble
problems from our allies If we go to &
shooting war,

Conceding that our atomic weapons can
knock out the Russians in the military
phase of the contlict. does any sane person
believe that such a victory would settle
anything? Does he think that America
would have an ally left In the lands which
we led to another slaughter, and which we

would be forced to occupy and pacify? -

Would It be any easler to reunite and re-
bulld that world than the one we have
now? Before the cold war gets any hotter,
our hard-bolled thinkers would do well to
pause a bit for reflection on their strategy
and their own chances of survival in this
course.

Issue .

needs of low-income familles at the rent or

the costs they can afferd to pay.

All available figures support this view,
despite the fact that the boom In private
home and bullding construction has been
proceeding at a near-record rate. The num-
ber of new permanent housing units on
which work was started Increased from
671,000 in 1948 to 855,000 In 1947. (Record
year is 1025 with 937,000 starts). The num-
ber on which work was completed rose
from 438000 In 1948 to 835000 in 1947.
Averagé bullding time for an average
house was cut from seven months in Jan-
uary, 1947, to four and a half months in
January, 1048.

That {s an Impressive record but it Is
far short of the need. Even at the present
rate of almost 900,000 units a year, new
bullding is 600,000 units under the Govern-
ment estimates of the new units a year
that are needed. The shortage on new
rental housing is tremendous. More than
85 per cent of the new units bailt last
year were for sale. Only about 50,000 of
the new houses and apartmients were for
rent, Housing Expediter Tighe E. Woods
estimates.

Although the building situation has im-
proved with respect to the availability of
materials and the efficiency of workers,
costs Mave mounted steadlly and Govern-
ment experts see no signs of a decline or
even a leveling off.

In brief, Congress s face to face with
the fact that the Federal Government must
undertake a “recovery program” for Amer-
ica In the fleld of housing or invite polit-
lcal and soclal disturbances that may be as
serious as any of the dangers that threaten
us from abroad.

‘Donkey Without Head Or Tail

ENATOR TAFT'S wisecrack that “Presi-

dent Truman 1s riding a donkey with-

out a head or a tall” accurately describes

the condition of the Democratic Party. The

damage has been done and It Is difficult to

see any way in which this fine old political
#teed can be put-together again.

While the Southern revolt against the
Truman Administration shows no signeof
slackening, the threat from the left grows
more menacing. The Administratfon's lat-
est move, an effort to concentrate fire on
the challenge that comes from the Wallace
Third Party movement, is another sign of
distress. ¥

The new anti-Wallace strategy is a con-
fesslon that the national organization
leaders in Washington fear further defec-

* tions among the liberal elements in the
party. It is an attempt to hold the progres-
sives In line with Truman and at the same
time to dampen the revolt sentiment of the
Bouthern conservatives by holding before
them the specter of more Wallace gains. It
may be doubted whether the ringing of this
alarm will produce the desired effect.

The stage now is being set for a knock-
down, drag-out convention battle in Phila-
delphia in which there seems to be slight
chance for a compromise. Present prospect
15 that the Southern leaders will go to the
convention with the intention of naming &
Presidential candidate to their conservati
liking—possibly Byrd or George — writing
the platform planks on civil rights and
selzing control of the party n\uhlncry.
‘They will meet tough n all

McGrath, the Democratic national chair-
man, reminds the left that “a third party
has as much place In American politics as
does a third party on a honeymoon”, and
liberals who vote for Wallace will waste
thelr votes. These groups are apt to be more
impressed with the fact that there is even
less hope for them In a Democratic Partys
whieh, as Senator Taft points out, Is “com-
pletely ineffective” because it has neither a
head nor a tall.

* Taft now predicts that Wallace will cap-
ture 10 per cent of the Democratic vote. If
the break-up continues as indicated, he
will soon have to revise his estimate up-
ward again.

.

Marshal Tito charges the United States
with encirclement. If he means that most
of the time we're going around in circles,
he has hit the nall on the head—Roanoke
Times.

Well, anyhow, Fritz Kuhn's escape from
Dachau does make the place a far more
decent place in which to live for the other
prisoners.—Memphis Commercial Appeal.

A Seminole Indlan gave President Tru-
man a shirt. Republicans may try to prove
the President took it right off the Inﬂlnu
back.—Lakeland Ledger.

Southern De

counts.

If the Southerners don't succeed in these
aims, or if the convention doesn't pick &
substitute for Truman, that the Bouth can
accept, then the Dixie secession from the
party almost certainly will go on. If the
Bouth does have its way at the convention,
then the liberals, the New Dealers and the
labor organizations that have remained
with Truman almost certainly will take a
"ll.'lﬂlcelllnlﬂnefalmhblml
beneficlary of that revoit?

In a speech patently designed to head

‘m such a gesertion to Wallace, Behator

may
slam the door, but won't push the bolt. —
Ddha)lonuuv News.

m-m Taft stamps himself,
ul“lnullbenl"mdlmnunno-m
only one of its kind in the world. The
Ohloan apparently has worked himself up
to the point where he would rather: be
President than Right. —Asheville Citizen.

A lady motorist mislaid a pair of gloves
three years ago. Yesterday they turned up
in the glove compartment of the car, of
all places—Roanoke Times.

.

Pussyfootprints On The Sand Of Time

sheaptoex

Pe.;Ele’s I;;Zlform

Learn The Facts About UMT

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

1 WASHINGTON

AT has just occurred In
Czechoslovakia, and what is
clearly In the process of occurring
in Pinland, may happen within the
next few months in Italy. That is
the stark fact of which the Ameri-
can policy makers are fully, and
agonizingly, aware. Serious as the
Czech and Finnish events rre, they
do not greatly alter the balance of
power between the Soviet sphere
and the West. Yet if Italy enters
the Soviet sphere, the United Btates
and the whole Western world will
have suffered a disastrous defeat.
An Italian election is scheduled
for April 19. Italian politics are
volatile and unpredictable. Yet as

il well over
x

olitically  impossible Tor
Promiar Alcids dv Gaspert of any

form a non-Communist lonm'
ment. That is why Itallan Commu-
nist leader Palmiro Togliatt! is now
teported to be exuding a supreme

confidence.
Togliattl’s ludmmp of the Ttal-
n Communists and their stopges

Fas recently Lhormllhly Justified
his npummn as the shrewdest
e Moscow. All ob-
reed. last Autumn that
Moscow-ordered campaign of
Viclence had frightened and allen-
ated a large proportion of the Ital-
ian electorate. But since then the
Communists have neatly reversed
their field. ve

-m has finally pers:
friends in the Yeromiin to foin him
in wooing the Italian voters.
mnnou ‘lo ALBANIA
llln mission was sent
Jubmh after the war,
and was prompﬂy Jalled on orders
from I(MI m

have

now been rel
tervention o( “the Tt
1sts, and relations with Al re-
med u.«hm Tito

has ually cooperative. Sev-

Dty aan Tehian, flaniog boats have

been quite illegally_seized in the
the

- war Italy working

Will Italy Be Next?

slay dictator the eracious promise
Italian boats will be re-

sucxi triumphs

power, the
return of the city
ik Trieste to Italy, will be forth-

““Moreover, the Soviets, atier treat-
ing the I
tempt since the end of the war,
have suddenly begun to bid fof
Italian favor.
RUSSIA HOLDS CARDS

ther
bidding_for the favor of -Italian
Dationglits, the United States aod
rn nations have few cards

1t the red

tape in which
on s a8

the Itallan Communist
y more than nine-
tenths of the expenses of Nenni's
Boclalists. The other parties in r.h-
peoples’ bloc, the Action Party and
the n.epubue-n alllance, are in like
case. such tight organiza-
tion, I‘H-h apparently unlimited
funds and with the miseries of post-
in their favor,
it Is now believed seriously
that the Communists and mﬂr

r will stretch bacl
hlndl of Togliattl m

It that happens—and it must be
emphasized that it is regarded by
those who should know as a wholly

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tue News:
J HAVE read with great interest the letter of Mr.
Lewis Ayer Smith, in the Feb 10 issue of TE
News, concerning universal military training. As a
veteran of the recent war, and a citizen who Is
wully interested in what this country is going to do
e and it out of another one, T found it dif-
muu Tndeed to give Mr. Smith’s views the calm ap-
praisal which -l oplhions on this important matter
e exum however, 1 believe T have
one o, nelusions Include the thought that
Mr smnh mum “9ell do the same with the proposals
of the President's Advisory Committee on Universal
Training. a body which Included among Its members
Dr. Daniel A. Poling. whom Mr. Smith attacks rather

vigorously.
T find 1t difficult to believe, after reading Mr.
Smith's views, that he has read or studied the Ad-
an

petent men to supervise and report directly
Commission. Trainees are not in the Army or Navy,
are not even to be subject to the Articles of War o
military courts, nor would they learn close combat
or commando tactics or be subject to Overseas serv-
ice unless they are inducted into the services in
event of war. Their u-m\n. would be basic military,

-
to the

Adriatic by Yugoslavs (one D R ks Waat
Yugoslav gunboat even serious posst
- ern position in lha Near and u‘-
isherman, ne. post s e 2t

talian wit]
gun fire, right\into an Ttalian port). dh
R i power
Communtst et i be
Vitiorio has elicited from the Yugo-

Samuel Grafton

for general

The Commiltee does nn( as some apparently be.

program a cure-all for edu-
lmlnlnz ns well as for teaching
military fundamentals. On the contrary, seven other
Thaentials muat be carried ot with OMT ar none
of the program is of any real value. The other
sentials, some of h are already under way, ll’a
brietly. Preparation for industrial mobilization in
time of emergency. sclentific research and develop-
ment. unification of the Armed services, an adequate
Alr Force and othe: regular military servicer, a co-
ordinated and continued im-

lieve,
cational resvyglied

visory Committee's report
Newspaper reports of it have carried more facts
than are apparent as a basis for Mr. Bmﬂhl argu-
ments. as well as T can understand them

E President's Advuary Cammmee was composed

of nine well informed leaders in different civilian
walks of life. They have made a critical study un-
paralleled in the history of this country concerning
our best course of action in a highly dangerous world
situation in which the United States has just be-
come a leader, whether it wishes to be 8o or not. Dr.

owing that many PPOS!
tions P could be found In any grous
of thinking Americans, sal Charl recently
that no one !he Cﬂnmm '8 Propos-

 Thin s actually al of the. npert tnclyding
discussion nl Al siden of each question. the remain.
der being » ot testimony and

1t Mr. mmmmm-ommuyv
arguments in opposition proposal, he sh uld
see the report. Al of o day«nom.-n conclustvely
answered in it, and many more as well There are
many stronger argutients ageinat the propomaia in
the report itself than many an opposer has vet dis-
covered without actually -xuayuu the situation.

Some_compelling and most enlightening ones
to me. T learned only after hearing Dr. Poling speak
on. the subject here in Charlotte,

A majority of the nine members of the Cori-
mittee were definitely opposed to universal training
of any sort when the Committee first met

2. After the first discussions, the chatiman, Dr.
Karl T. Compton, president of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, made the remark that it
looked a3 it there would be nine opinions to submit
from the Comm!

3. In spite ot the original-lack of knowledge of
the problem, and the wide divergence of opinion, the
Committee members were in unanimous and strong
agreement in \-h:lr final report, made after six
months of \n study. They received testimony
more viewpoints than the military serv-
ices, on both sides of lh' Qlluﬁc

"I‘HE Committee's mmmm do NOT support
Just form of UMT. It does not even recom-
mend its own form unless administered with the ut-
by a civilian-majority agency responsible
the inherent  da

e prnnﬂn and makes specific récom-
me ns rd sgainst them, including a
wholly cMHln lnlpeclwn corps composed of com-

Dretw Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round *

WASHINGTON

URING th first tew months Harry Truman spent in the tu
he kept inaisting to friends that he did

rm. One term was enough:

he wanted to get back to his ala love—being & Senator from  YOU can now put 8 red circle around April 18 as the next

Missourt, That's the date of the Italian

will attempt

‘hite
not w-nt to run for a second t

—who carries a great deal more weight with

Drovement of ouf educational and other Institutions
to provide a strong, healthy. and Informed nation.
UMT without these is of dlttle value, and conversely,
they are valueless without UMT for a trained citi-
zenry.  UMT replaces none of them, p-mcu\uly
not general education and proper moral tr
the home.

No. M. Smith. UMT does not contamplate cither
“concentrated in camps and forced to learn the
of gnmx blma obedience to military author-

ity.” as you ne paragraph, nor will it pro-
duce lneumm “millons” of codaled and safeguard-
ed boys exposed to religious and military training.”
as you contradict yourself in another. It not &
harsh program, but it is n Iy, & te, and
effective. It is compulsory. Universal is a stronger
word, not a weaker one, and obviously includes the

of the plan. s

HAT there may be no doubt of my own status
and basis for opinfon. I have been a reserve
officer for over six years since completing ROTC
training. (I suppose that makes me militaristic) [
served over four years on acuve duey. wigh enouth
in Europe never to want to enfertal
D(il]hﬂi!y DI It lr(lln there or right here in
lotte. But I am interested enough In this l‘ounlﬂ"l
security, both u(!mal and internal, to con!

can,

to. help defend this country and all of its citizens

In -unmqm T anticipate that T may be
her reservists, to assist

onee again

eise later will take my place in exercising what ought
to be considered a privilege and a duty of every
citizen.

Nutcracker Effect

NEW YORK

ammi way, word]
AS unition for their coup of  ¥AY. WOrdiewt BITEL 8 o pieh
seems to confirm a view
world, and of the world's -o\n. that
we ourselves have accepted. and
the basis of which we are framing
our own policies.
1‘ho lnwn of the C Czech coup, u

last week. the Czechoslovakian
parties were “conspiring with for-
elgn_powers™. The coup itsell is
described by the Communist
the defeat of a forelgn conspir

o

But it is the Communists, every-
where around the world, who are.
ordinarily, described as working for

a forelgn power, a charge which
makes them very cross. Now they
themselves have adopted a similar
it

Lhrmuhoul mmpe. becol
the purpo: the argument, pure
And "viriGous nationalista

here we see the nutcracker

week, And the more openly we talk
nt containing Russia by force, of
our influence, of ustng
cﬂry means within our power
achieve our ends (talk which '.ha
Russians are much too smart to
imitate dfrectly) the more it be-

as a whole, admiring I

squeezing, are are jostled and hur-
ried Into decistons which, perhaps,
could have been postponed.

ioes not mean that Czecho-

i Vi
do, that it would have taken longer,
that it would have seemed a great-
er outrage to much of Europe, and
that we ourselves would have been
in a better position to protest, be-
cause we would not have exhausted
s0 much of our indignation in lhl

Nor am I willing to deny the xr
better training than I hm to the young m
replaces me, because ome says it is mmuruu:-
To’train ‘i, Prom my 2y limited experience, 1 think
that v man will need every opportunity to be
properly prepared for eventualities that this country
can furnish him. and welcome it.
—E. A. TERRELL JR.

Red Circle Around Italy

big day for Red Russia.

» subrasa move fn the direction of Senator Barkley of Ken-
icky.

verbal
Ybout Caechoslovakia, bul.

it is pretty hard for us to top the
anger against ia that flows
h, say an ary

Democrats Need Opposition Candidate

e war. one of the best jobs nl undercutting
triotic labor leaders

During th
the enemy was done by pats America
Who ‘contacted labor groupe behind. enemy. lines
present cold war. hawever. we
tics. A million dollars wisely spent under the
tnaln Amerian avar waons mrouh their fel
In Taly right now. might tum the tide on Apetl 18

millions of dollars

rh‘lluzlnmh—
ly altered. The
world will thnbiﬂcu!o'l!

ver, and are left. o an odd
ey Besides, it i hard

We tend. I think, seeing the con-
tainment policy from s distance snd
t almost a3

ork of art, to be omewhat doft
and lenient with ourseives about its
disturbed

n al
bullt containment structure grows
we find that we have already spill- totteringly 3 i

neglect these tac-

Mrs.
Harry than most people suspect—~(ell exactly the same way,
poulhl

ime, however, Truman's close friends and po-
iticd) Tenders Jelt Just the’ opposite. They were determined
that he thould run agsin. believed he was the only candi-

-mh whom the Democrats would win.
however, the situation s somewhat reversed. To-
day lhl ‘political leaders desperately dont want Truman te
aid he has the bit in his teeth and can't be

o
i
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elections and the date ’when the Communists
akia.

Russian goal in Italy is to win 40 per cent of the
April xuuoun: If 50, they will attempt to move all other
political Darties out of the Cabinet And take over ltaiy
campm
reparation, a secret Red battalion of sbout 250,000

men, inchuding Yugoslavs, has moved into Northern Italy
and Inflitrated into k
ile also, the Russians are spending millions o

; being mped as never before w
the results of the Pﬂm Train and other Amer-

cont

(blbﬂnlbycoﬂgrllmyur.bulmnlnlm']“ o

have isn't spent tod effectively. L‘w of getting our mo-
the

owings
with the cream of soclet
pro-American—attending.
Labor Ambassadors
¥ CONTRAST. American labor leaders, such as Luigt
Antonini of the International Ladies Garment Workers
and key men In the Amalgamated Clothing Workers could
exert great influence with their friends in Italy. ey
would be delighted to do so if they got one word of encour-
State Department.
_sG-called propaganda division of
rtment seem to be ditting on their hands
walting for their new chief, a career ipl ‘who
been Ambassador to- to take over.

0!'! 1—Best job of \nﬂuml:«\ﬂl Ttaly recently has been
done by Generoso Pope's “Tl Progresso” in New York and by
hat

ly fe Dext on the Rusalan Ii.mf-llhll because
on 1 P
that revolt_in’ Western Furope cannot be eoceesatil
o army is nearly ready to march fn. That was the

partly use the Red army

gets into mly hawever it -m be taxt do aour
the rest of Weste:

vietized

Capital Chaff
ESPITE the radio ban on Henry Wallace, Robert Coar,
superintendent of the Capital's radio room, made  com

plete transcription of Wallace's testimony

Marshall Plan. He simply huﬂ.ld up his wires '1'-h lhl
public-address microphones in the K m Affatrs

Committee. Republicans tried o the Democrats

for e a0’ brownout on Wallace, bit when Bob Coar

permission to give out the radio transcription of Wal-

Tace's festimony. pious GOP Chalrman Charles Eaton angrid

said no. . .. Senator Brewster's Congressional aviation com=

mittee almost leaked some atomic secrets in its recent
report. Its -press release carried detailed secrets of a plan
for putting atomic war

l coples were withdrawn. However,
cotld ot be located and still are on the Jooee. , - No news
paper printed the atomic secrets, -~



