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Our Stake In Italian

ENATOR KEM of Mussouri predicts that
the Marahall Plan will not stop Com-
munism in Europe but will wreck American
eapitalism. From Ttaly we soon will have an
answer to the question whether this $5300
million prosect is worth the price.

Control of the Italian Government will
be decided in the April 18 elections, and all
reports indicate that both the Communists
and their opponents regard the promise of
American dollars under the Marshall Plan
2& a major factor in the political cam-
paign. If this American program provides
the deciding margin agalnst the Itallan
Communists, then Senator Kem' will have
to admit that he grossly underrated the
value of the U. 8. dollar in the “cold war."

A setback for the Commfunists in Italy
would not end the Boviet world threat but
1t would avert a disaster for the capitalist
eause. It wouldn't eliminate the peril of
war between the United States and Russia
but it probably would defer the day of mill-
tary conflict, thereby granting time In
which other factors might develop to settle
the power struggle without resort to-atom
bombs.

Costs of a Communist victory in Italy
would be incalculable. It would give Russla
eontrol of the Mediterranean, undermine
our positions in Greece, Turkey, Palestine
and the Middle East, force us to recast our
whole world strategy and create an imme-
@iate war situation at a time when we are
not prepared for major hostilities.

Equally devastating would be the psych-
Jogical and political effect of a Red Italy on
the rest of the world. Communist selzure of
Ttaly would serve notice that the Western
European coalition which we now are try-

Elections

ing hastily to form s a hollow shell that
may be cracked by the same disruptive
forces that have swept Czechoslovakia and
other natlons Into the Soviet orbit. From
Italy, the Communists would be able to
move swiftly on Scandinavia and Western
Europe. It i doubtful that even France
under an authoritarian De Gaulle regime
could stand against this juggernaut. With
Moscow's shadow extending clear to the
English Channel, it is difficult to see how
Britain could do other than come to terms
with the Soviet power.

America's military threat is the one thing
that would restrain Stalin from ordering
the Communists to go all-out in this gigan-
tic campaign. Would that threat be suffi-
clent to deter him from seizing this op-
portunity to consolidate his hold on all
Europe before we can establish our bridge-
heads and bulld up our striking power?
Since we have succeeded in convineing the
Russians that we mean to strike as soon as
we are In a better position, 1t seems likely
that they would prefer to go to war with
the United States now rather than jater.

Such is the threat behind the Communist
campaign in Italy. On the other hand, a
defeat for the Reds In the April 18 election
would put a large crimp In the timetable
for world revolution. It would signify that
the capitalists have devised a potent an-
swer to the Communist appeal and the
European peoples have new hope and spirit.
It would rally other nations to stand and
work with America in the political, eco-
nonti¢ and military measures that now are
being developed to steady the capitalist
world.

In Italy on April 18, the world reaches a
fateful turning point.

Curfew And The Bob Cat

LICE CHIEF LITTLEJOHN and his

trusty men deserve a round of cheets
from the community for their quick and
eftective work in solying the Freedom Park
mystery and apprehending the two over-
grown brats who drained the lake and
Killed the fish. We also would like to com-
mend the Chief again on the lecture course
he is giving the parents of Charlotte who
neglect their children while they, the old
folks, go about their own play or mischief.
However, we believe that Mr. Littlejohn
Bas overreached himself In suggesting that
an 11 o'clock curfew is needed to deal with
this problem.

A curfew will not do the trick for either
the young or the old delinquents, Better
than any argument we have on this point
is the illustration of the problem that
comes from Hartsville, 8. C. in an item
concerning a “grand-par” Bob Cat Our
correspondent, Mr. Thomas H. Coker. re-
ports that this “old granddaddy stump-tail,
shiny-eyed, ferocious-toothed, gaunt, grizz-
ly-haired Bob™ was run down and killed
one night last week on the highway be-
tween Cheraw and Society Hill.

“To come to the point, the Bob Cat story
18 newsworthy not for the details of how he
was killed when he strayed from his wood-
Jand haunts but for the moral that Mr.
Coker draws, which is:

1¢ pld man Bob Cat had remained with
his famiy. his children and grandchildren,

and had been content and com
have stayed with his loved ones—listening
consoling croaks of the frogs, instead

of playing the part of & highthawk filibust-
t—shame on him—he probably

Cat—be good, stay at home at mydnight,

stay pat, don't do like Bob

and happier life may thus be {nsured. Dont
prowl. Stay home. Don't ro:

Plainly, the problem in Charlotte is the
same as trouble around Hartsville. There
are too many Bob Cats who haven't sense
enough to stay away from bright lights and
strange places. A curfew will not make
them stay in. It will simply excite their
contrariness and increase thelr determina-
tion to prowl after 11 P. M. That goes for
both old and young Bob Cats.

As Mr. Coker points out, the clue to the
problem is in the home, and the proper
remedy lies in making home life and kin-
dred activities more attractive for the wild
spirits. As Chief Littlejohn reminds us, we
will not get any improvement in the young
cats until thelr mothers, pappies and
granddaddies take the lead in creating in-
terests and setting examples that will keep
the boys and girls safely occupled. All a
curfew will do for Charlotte is to mark us
as a horse-and-buggy town, burden the
police and enable parents to shirk their
responsibility to their children.

Flaw In Taft-Hartley Law

EDERAL DISTRICT Judge Ben Moore in *

Government admitted in court that the
against union spending limited

has held
that section of the Taft-Hartley Labor Law
which bans political expenditures by labor
unions. The Court has dismissed an indict-
ment against the CIO and its president,
Phil Murray, who deliberately violated this
part of the law In order to test its validity.

. Judge Moore's reading of the Constitu-
tion leaves little or no room for belief that
his decision will be reversed by the Su-
preme Court. It is well, however, that the
Department of Justice is moving promptly
to appeal the case. The issue is one that
must be settled finally at the earliest pos-
sible date. Meanwhile, Congress and the
authors of this law can study Judge Moore's
lucid opinion with a feeling of dismay while
critics of Taft-Hartley hail the decision as
confirmation of their charge that the law
18 an oppressive piece of class legisiation.

From the day that the law was passed, it
‘was obvious that Section 304 of the Act had
the effect of mutfling the voice of labor in
national affairs. Doubts as to its constitu-
tionality were expressed by some of the
Congressmen who voted for it. Even the

From The Christian Science Monitor

Russia And

'rl-lt UNITED STATES has now become

arsenal for atomic bombs — and
Bibles. So declares the American Bible So-
clety, which is shipping millions of Bibles
2 all languages to a world hungry for
faith. Especially interesting is the Society's
announcement:

The Rumians, crowdmg thelr, churches
and seeking an antidote against atheism,
are asking for Bibles.

Some have already gone to them. Dr.
Henry J. Cadbury, chairman of the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee, further
polnts out that the Amtorg Trading Corpo-
ration, official Russian import organiza-
tion, has agreed to pay the freight on 400,~
000 Bibles and 200000 New Testaments.

the CIO's freedom to a certain extent.

Main defense of Section 304 was based on
the contention that it represented the ex-
ercise of constitutional power to safeguard
elections. Judge Moore finds that the law
defeats that very purpose. )

By Interesting coincidence, & special
“watchdog” committee of House and Sen-
ate members issued a report praising the
Taft-Hartley Law the same day that the
Court returned its declsion. Senator Ball,
one of the main architects of the law,
headed a majority of the committee which
approved their own handiwork while a
minority of four liberal Democrats dis>
sented vigorously.

Timing of the committee's feport sug-
gosts that it was intended to counterftt
the public reaction to the Court's adverse
decision, which was anticipated. This parti-
#an defense of the law is more apt to

Speech On Housing .

PeoBle s Platform
New Tax Idea

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur News
THE following letiar has been addressed to Mr.
Herbert H. Baxter, Mayot of Charlotte.

Dear Mr. Baxter
with restet vour pian to ovtain »
muricipal tax from the local hot the use of

and that oy instituting such a !
would rapidly spread to all other cities in
Southeast.

Charlotte at the present time has an excellent
good will among traveling men, but T can assure you
that this good will will immediately disappear should
such & program be put into effect. From the long
range point of view. I can readily see where it
would discourage industries from settling here pa
teularly A the exacutives of such prospects ahouly
happon to n their hotel rooms in

Ting & tax Which should Properiy be Absorbed by
The itizens of Chatlotie

2dd that our Impression of the citier
of Ananne City, N Yori wher

the

know p-rucu.l-ny f one of the wutomodile groups
which refuse to reiurn to Atlautic City because ot
this penalty which is accessed to thase in attendance.
That same situation wou! true in Charlotte,
and I believe it is a short-sighted means of obtain-
Ing revenue,
Your comments will be appreciated
—SIDNEY BUTZ & ASSOCIATES,
Stdney Butz.

Explains Wallace Plan

Takes In A Large Area
8O!

Draws Protest

between the Russians and t

The \\\nn » Pl lan Would ot bribe the Europeans
and  Asiat o sccept American _capitalism but
ould engender their faith 1n it For the Walla
Plan would permit the natlons to dmae for them-
their own form of government. An
Wallace Plan would restore to the UN the faith that
has rapidly given way

The Wallace Plan would rehabilitate the world
with justice and without forging any nation's politi-
cal future; that should be up to lh'; nation itself,

LA

UTHERN PINES
Editors. Trr News
REFERENCE to vour request for opinions on Drew
Pear<on and his column
Drew takes in n large area when writing his
column—he ‘akes on all “comers” He has many
enemies nemies come from all political
parties and ull el nul's of peaple.
« hreaks into many a “nlavhouse” of the
“blewies", alro labor Czar's. also into the plavhouse
~f most anv parson who is doing or saving something

that rhev dnn't want found out bv the public
We have Jaws and avv ore who nublishes a lie,
ve anv thing nntrie shout a person,
b to Court—often wender why Drew
1€ nat hanuled irto Court—is it because he can prove
wha® he hos sald?

Da net think that T like Drew’s stvle. However,

T think hic enlumn has a place in our newspapers
and that it serves a good murnose

—CALVIN H. BURKHEAD.

Letter For Bob Alexander
PHILADELPHIA
Editors, THr Nzws

Editors, Tue Nrws
HE Truman Doctrine began under an earnest de-
sre to help the suffering Greeks and ‘Turka: it
has led tof our sending high ranking military men
o Greece along with an inereasing flow of guns. The

trine was effected outside the UN,
25 the Maremall Plln would
' the Wallace Plan to rehabtii-

ee that his
program would keep the faith of the UN. and will set
the pattern for a lasting peace—instead of making
us Americans the most hated people in the world
& la_Truman-Marshall Doctri

United States and Russia, together. repre-
sent.only about fifteen per cent of the world’s popu-
Iation. The other 85 per cent are neither pro-Amer=
jcan nor pro-Russian. are just hungry and
disillusioned: please bread-not politica!

The Marshall Plan gives them bread, but in ex-
change for being obligated to us. (And we have
made no secret that we expect the reciplents to
lean to our poliical ways—tne way of free enter-

The state Department tells ur that the Marshall
Plan is our only hope of resisting Communis
Europe. But it will prove to be our bribes against
Ru!&lln threats—with a greater tension than ever

Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round *

assistance vou could
ating a former Army friend. The
name of this chap is Bob Alexander and he and 1
were stationed af Camn Davis in 1943 In July of
that year The Charlofte News snonsored an Army
show called “Strictly GI" tn which Bob and 1. ap-
peared. In addition to acting #h the show Bob was
»lso its dance director.
All T know about his location is that his home
Is In Charlntte. N. C If it is at all possible to
Iocate him T would like to have him write me at
the address below. We have many thing to tell each
other #% we did not meet after I was shipped over-
seax. Thanking you for vour co-operation, I am
—MAX KUSHNER,
2122 8. Fifth St.
Philadelphia 48, Pa.

WOULD
give me in

The People's Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
osstble, and on only one. side o aper.
ibel and obscenity il be elored-ofercis
anything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
though, in ezceptional cases and upon’ request,
we will withhold the writer's name.—Editors,
Nrws,

Marguu Childs

Action Imperative

WASHINGTON
JOW that ihe Senate has ap-
proved the European Recovery
Program by an overwhelming ma-
v, quick action in the House
s imperative. “If the Republican
leadership runy wanted npeea m-
recovery bill for Europe
the House withons dlmcuny Rnis
week
Unfortunately. China, ]
‘Turkey and other explosive matters
have ‘been tied up with the vital
issue 8f European aid. April 10 is
discussed as a target date for final

Y op-
f the fact that
the House measure. with the new
and irrelevant foatures added, will
have 1o to the Senate for
ratification there.

Whether action by April 10 can
atfect the outcome of the Italian
eleations on April 18 ia highly de-
batable. That is literally the elev-
enth hour. James A. Farley, who
knows quite a lot about elections,
has said that nothing that happens
in the last two or three weeks of
{gn can change any sub-
number of votes.

It 18 time to look candidly at
the Communist strategy in Italy
and to recognize that the approach
by outwardly legal means through
the ballot box in the most ditticult

ymbat. The large and
Pighly arganized Communi Party
in Italy ls a powerful Instrument
of Russian foreign policy The
party 1s immediataly responsive to
Boviet desires but the wires are
pulled and the a is fumished in
secret behind the cloak of legality.
s'rn'n:cv CLEAR
in Ttaly last Fall,
the strategy of the ballot box seem-
to me clearly marked out. There
were_{rresponsible predictions, made
in the United States, of a Com-
munist revolution to come before
Christmas. But all the signa point-
od to the oppoalte,

At that time Communist leaders
were predic hat they would
get more than half the votes in
the Spring elections. They

S on Stop
hoping that. American aid through . clreness

the Winter woul less than 1t
has been and th Lth cold ead Tmeer

would make converts.
While they have had some
ehecks, we can be certain of sone

(hing—censelens effor polntng to
that elaction date. How much help
has come from Russia no one can

Samuel Grafton

say. One diplomatic source puts the
Communis alecton tund ae, twe
billion lira, & large part of it i
goid from

Consider Soviet timing. A month
ago the Russians declared A avoe
# rialian for the col-
onies in_ Africa that Italy loss
through her defeat.

The declaration happened
violata an agreement that the s
viet Union had entered into I"_h
Qreat  Britain, France and
et Buates” A Doined: Nations
Commission was appointed to sur-
vey the problem of Tiallan colonies
ur powers had agreed to
it i the Tinding of the Commise
alon

n the U. S. Btate Department
there was indignation at Russia‘s
acton. But the Soviets knew per-
fectly well the value of this ane
nouncement two months before
Itallans would go lo the polls.
Bince the United -Nations agree-
ment did ot gerve thelr purposes,

country two years ago amuluy fa-
vored ‘the position now taken by
Russia. We are npp-nnlly weiung
on the deciaion of
‘mussion.
U. S. HANDICAP
Italy lllustrates very well the
American handicap. The task in
the nearly three years since V-E
Wi to win the Socislsts away
from the Communists. The U. 8.
foreign service was not gearéd to
that task. Here at home Socialista
and Communists are too often
lumped together. and the Soctalists,
who nhnuld be our {riends, forced
into the camp of the enemy,
Realistic miliary power i
ual to 1how that the O, 8’ mesns
stand it has taken.
But In the long pull military pow-
er cannot win the contest with the

R Without War,*
by Fritz Sternberg. With great con-

a arity, the aul
shows how attraction of the

rsovlu Union actually stands !nr
eaction everywhere. The truth of
this needs to be driven home now,

Public Alarm Rising

NEW YORK
American people are having
their nerves scraped. Public
alarm 15 rising like fever on a
hospital chart. Ome gets that old
feeling about being a little reluc-
tant to pick up the
Mr. Marshall's “very, very seri-
ous” statement about our relations
with Russia has been followed, on
thg unofticlal level, by Mr. Byrne’s
“actjon” . On the very. very
unofficial level. some of our com-
mentators are xusmnn as if their
word-arteries hi
lha themes of, rhll
military phase” approachin;

2

tion *
* e,

n is a movement of great depth
and breadth. which has suddenly
seized hold of articulate America.

It 18 a curious wave-motion, too,
for many of these welkin-ringings
are in conflict with Mr. Marshall's

ns

concern as any other, 50 that takes
us nowhere.
And 1s it impolite to ask what

good all of this does? We are
succeeding rather well on only two
points: We are expressing our feel-
ings and we are alarming each

Hovever  noffouL
more positive goals
NOT THE ANSWER

Is it expected that our shrilling
and our jabbing at each other will
stop Russia? To understand how
unlikely that is, it is only neces-
sary to realize what would happen
it ‘prominent Russlans bqln 1o
warn us that war would soon fol-
low our adoption of the ‘Marshali
Plan. That would not stop the
Plan. It would, in fact, almost
guarantee its instant passage. The
Angry sounds we are making at the
moment can only confirm and har-
den Russlan policy. They are not,
therefore, the answer to the crisis;

larger,
his,

they are part of the crisis, part of
the furniture of the crisis.
Or is it expected that

¥ our grim
“declarations will affect the out-

come of the Italian elections next
month?

That s not likely, either. Those
elections are beuu—taum out as
bitterly as

ourselves and R
reflection, in Italy,
split. The: decper the crisis grows,
the greater will be the pressure
within Italy for a showdown, not

. Strangely enough, only
an easing of the international site
uation can affect the electiona in
Iuly. and it is working backward
from  et!

nate (o such & way as to tase the

international situation.

CALL FOR CONFERENCE

are our i""’“‘"

onl; 1 to the ki
ly way for us to “cross the dope,”

is sctually,

to Moscow for the instant setting
up of a conference 10 establish
the peace ‘and to save the world
from war.

There is no other way for us to
climb  down doleful
trends which the Communists have

g
3
g
5
°
3

bediently riding.
would such & tack be 3 sign c(
weakness. lc sign
strength, i for ulk-
ing to the whuk. wide world, ine
stead of declaiming to ourselves.
There is no other way to thrust
the issue home, in a form which

which have, up to now, been our
portion. There i8.no other way tor'
set the issue up as it must be set
up, before & mumuy reawakened
audience of engaged humanity,

MacArthur Still Maintains Censorship

WASHINGTON

JOW that General MacArthur has announced for ths
Presidency, it i only fair that the American public know
more ubout his administration of Japan  After all, Mac-
Arthui has been out of his own country for eleven long
and the only barometer of his ability to govern the
nited States Is his ability to govern
Mul people have had the impression that whereas the
U. S. administration of Germany was A continual mess,

strengthen than weaken the
created by the Court that too much politics
and too little knowledge of or regard for
American fundamentals went into the
writing of I.y Taft-Hartley Law.

The Bible

Asked how many Bibles he needed, Metro-
politan Gregory of Leningrad and Nove
gorod replied: “The food always stimulates
the appetite.”™

Obviously, this does not mean that the
Soviet Union is now changing into the sort
of country the Dean of Canterbury thinks
it Is. It does mean that not even-an iron
curtaln can shut off a whole people from
those deep spiritual cravings which are in-
herent in all men and will not permanently
be downed. In the same way, no material
reliance on a stockplle of atomic bombs can
obliterate the Scriptural faith that “the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, bit

mighty through God to the pulling down of

strongholds.’

of Japan operated with clock-
work precision.

But what they don't know is that Japan remains the ol
area tn the world—besides Russian territory—where elleﬂ.lvn
censorshi ‘Whereas a news man can go to
y anything about the U. S. Army he
wants, in Japan it is the exact opposite. Not only is news

censored, but American news men are subject to court
martial if they disctey.

t. American news men In Japan, feeling there was

mun mmmm betw d

Thus carrespondents who subsequently published or obtained
such information, which obviously was in the possession ef

‘the enemy” were under threat of prosecution
“Commencing I July, 1946, discussion of any SBCAP proj-
ect which was ‘still In the works' was classified. The effect

of this restriction was to curtail and if possible to prevent
on of the thinking leading to important decisions in
Governmental and economic  flelds. present _the
people of the United Nations with faita accomplie.  This
interpretation was substantiated by Mr. yne Baker, PIO,
when he explained to correspondents: now on you
l-m get your news of the occupation lmm PRO press re-

Even Japanese Crime Censored
“[N THIS manner. the shroud of security has been thrown
over such subjects as Japanese crime, rationing sta
Ustics, dollar Joun negotistions, the purgse. sconcml de-
. industrial plans and

an

:Iy sent a pmu.n to-the American

socmy of ‘Newspaper | Editors:... Pertipent" portions of It
ollow

How MacArthur Censors Press
AT 8 conterence with General -MacAsthiur's public e TBtors
mation officer, Mr. Frayne Baker, in October, 1946, Mr.
ed that any material that any occupation or
theater official chooses to classify is protected by the rules
of military security and that a correspondent can be gourt-
martisled for publishing such material, under the® Atticles
of War. t that time agreed to prepare a state-
ment of Gerieral IncArmurl  Pollcy concerning the status of

e
ted sul

Despite
t requuu Amea (Correspondents in Japan
ve yet o receive these statem
“The a) mm:‘hum of u-u: devm has been to with-
an

‘uvu of the Allled

Octobe
"-n SCAP officlals ls\lpﬂm Commander, Allled Powers)
and Ji authorities was cf as secret or higher,

r ‘wool fnd cottoh imports. Even lnforma-
fion corcerning attempts by the Japantse to obstruct the
occupation has been classified. Correspondents who have
inquired into such attempts or who havespublished such in-
formntion have been threatened frequntly with investi-
gation or prosecution for security violations.

A correspondent wha requested coal production .t--
tistics from the natural resources section reported th

s told that these figures were clasitied Subsequently he

yecured the information from a Japanese publication. Later.

Baker tol P at o ig:
theoretically violeted security regulations and that the cor
+ by could be !

A letter which General MacArthur sent o former Pre-
mier Shigery Yoehids was transmitted to his yubllnuon by
® correspondent before it had been ic ough
officlal ehannels. " The correspondent was threatened with
investigation.’
In the United States it is & long-standing rule that any
newspaper has the right to ail figures ernment
expenditures.  The {heory is that the taxpayers have &
right to know how their money is spent. But under Mac-
Arthur ll 1s different.
“A_correspondent who requested from the Army fiscal
director's office information concerning supplies and prop-

»

erty returned to the lelnm Government was told that
information was ‘secret’ These statistics were wﬂ ol m
sesslon of U'm Japanese. The question therefore uuu
'ere occupation officlals attemptis -
hold tuch nnnmmurv nformation PERS lorwrd
“The fiscal director's office also l’!fhlll on grounds of
security to divulge information  concerning the deﬂ:lt ruse
tained by the Army during the first ten months of the oce
cupation when yen was convertible into doll
has reported

d from whom is this information

“A correspondent who rcvnn a discussion concerning
m -mnnmxc DUTEe WAS sUMMON by the d.p\l\v l:!llet Af
required to listen to a reading of
er lnd was informed that he had been ulltd u - 't:n~
in'an investigation of an ‘information leak. ‘!‘hc
pondent repo: at he was asked to divulge the
of his information with the implicit

warning that h- could
Po sourt-martlaied under thacArticles of War for withholding
such information warned that

he could not communicate witlr his tmplmm nor divulge
*anything that has transpired in this room' and that he was
not entitled to advice of legal counsel.

Newsman’s Home Rifled

“QTILL arother correspondent,

S “which occupation offictals

that his home had been
e

who had written stories

considered critical, revealed

n ralded by the Army CID and um
subjected to

threats,
. usions:  Various acts passed by Congress last

indicated the state of war with Japin was ended: Yet, the

wartime concept of military security continues to

and has been extended to embrace political, ldm!nl.nrl

economic and cultural subjects totally unrelated to military

secu

it is ISRMd ‘Tom Lambert of 'l‘h- A-odlm
Press, Burusn Crane of The New York Tumes
Folster cl NBC, Joseph Fromm of World lupaﬂ ana Carl
Mydans of Time and Life magazines,



