THOMAS L. ROBINSON
Publisher

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

1. E. DOWD WILLIAM M. REDDIG

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1948

A Southern Bolt To The GOP?

IS Interesting to speculate on what
might happen if certain Southern Dem-
ocrats go through with plans they are con-
sidering for a Dixle convention to bolt the
national Democratic Party on the civil
rights issue which President Truman has
raised with his recommendations to Con-
gress for anti-poll tax, anti-lynch and
Falr Employment Practices Commission
legislation.

One suggestion that has been advanced
is for an all-Southern conference to no-
minate a Presidential candidate in the
hope that he would attract enough elec-
toral votes to prevent either the regular
Democratic or the Republican nominee
from obtaining a majority, throwing the
election Into the House of Representatives.
Another scheme designed to serve the
same end calls for Southern Legislatures to
appoint Presidentlal electors who would
be instructed not to vote for Mr. Truman.
1In case no candidate has a majority of the
831 electoral votes, the House of Represent-
atives elects the President, choosing one of
the three highest candidates. The wishful
Southerners would have the Republicans
and Democrats pick their man as the com-
promise choice.

It is clear, however, that we would get
not a Southern Republicrat but a Western
or Northern Republican out of this deal.
considering the combined strength of the
Republicans and the Southern conserva-
tives in Congress.

Something like this happened In the
campaign of 1876 when the Democratic
nominee, Samuel J. Tilden, had a majority
of the popular vote but was one vote shy
©of a majority in the Electoral College. That
contest was complicated by a dispute over

the quallfications of the electors from one
Western and three Southern states, grow-
ing out of charges of fraudulent voting. A
Congressional Electoral Commission under-

| took to settle this and produced a scan-

dal which, shook the nation when 1t gave
the Presidehcy to the Republican nominee,
Rutherford B. Hayes.

Samuel J. Tilden, a New York Democrat,
was one of the notable reformers of his
time. His position with relation to the con-
servative Interests in both parties was
somewhat the same as that In which the
Truman Adfninistration now finds itself.
Since Tilden's time, the liberal-conserva-
tive split has become much more pro-
nounced and we now find that it is the
main factor in the present contention. Bas-
ically. this revolt is not a “Southern”
movement but another manifestation of
the left-right confllct which extends
throughout the nation and disturbs both
parties. -

The Southern “revolt” on the civil rights
question appears in & curious light when
we recall that the 1944 GOP platform is
more “offensive” to the South than the
Democratic plank on this issue, and when
we see that the Republicans are doing as
much or more than Mr. Truman to push
anti-poll tax and anti-lynch leglslation. It
long has been obvious that too many con-
servative Southern politicians flaunt the
white supremacy standard to get them-
selves elected to Congress, where they con-
sistently vote Republican. They may not
now be bluffing, as many observers be-
lieve, when they talk of bolting the Tru-
man ticket. If they proceed, they will do
50 in order to deliver their greatest stroke
for the Grand Old Party of Mr. Taft.

The Great Eccles Mystery

IT MAY EASE the pain of the Southern
conservatives to consider the dismay
and confusion which President Truman is
spreading among the New Dealers at this
time. While the defenders of the old South-
ern tradition have been demonstrating
against the sudden Interest the Chief Ex-
ecutive has developed In civil rights, the
apostles of liberal Democratic uplift have
been brooding darkly over the bumping
which Marriner 8. Eccles has recetved from
the White House, so soon alter the firing of
James M. Landls, another New Deal hold-
over

The demotion of Eccles from chalrman to
vice-chairman of the Federal Reserve
Board is the blg Washington mystery of the
moment. Mr Truman will not explain why
he subordinated Eccles, Roosevelt's old fi-
nancial wizard of the happy tax-and-spend
days. to a Republican from Pennsylvania,,
one Mr. McCabe However, the New Dealers
suspect the worst. In other words, they look
on the Eccles incident as evidence\enough
that Mr_ Truman's sensational skid to the
left in 1948 is just so much muarky for
election purposes.

Various explanations by varlous Wash-
Ington experts have been offered for the
Eccles eclipse and they all come back to the
point that the former head of the Federal
Reserve was just too unorthodox for the
financial community. the big, bad conserv~
atives who seem to show up everywhere ex-
cept in the counclls of Henry Wallace. The
idealistic Mr. Eccles has sald and done so

Social Responsibility

IONFUSION and stalemate prevail on
the national level and this is the time
of all times for the local communities to
take up the forward march in education,
housing. social welfare. park bullding, pub-
lic health, crime eradication and other
projects that will create a better order for
all our citizens. The urgent need and the
opportunities for greater action on the
community level are emphasized by inci-
dents in the news columns which mirror
the hopes and the problems of Charlotte as
1t grows swiftly in size and Importance.
COne of the more eloquent and effective

many unorthodox things,~from the con-
servative point of view, that we cannot be
sure what cooked his goose in this instance.
However, the consensus seems to be that
he alarmed both Wall Street and the White
House by distovering a way to stop the in-
flation. In fact, he did better than that.
He showed the President and the New York
bankers how we could turn this price hay-
ride Into a rout in no time at all

Mr. Eccles. of course, did not suggest that
we have a depression. He ferely called at-
tention to the fact that this Is a good time
for a “managed” recession, which would
stabllize the economy, etc., and that such
could be had by setting up a “special re-
serve” requirement. This is a complicated
operation (don't ask us to explain it) which
would contract commercial bank credit and
reduce the money supply.

It seems that the conservative bankers

‘We've Got To Cu} Wherever We Can’
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Revision Of Policy Urgently Needed .

American Fiasco In Germany

By SUMNER WELLES
Former Undersecretary of State

WASHINGTON
FTHE lessons of the two World Wars are unmis-
takable. The Germans must be taught that they
cannot  succ any new aggression. y
gannat salely be permitted to be a politically cen-

lized Untll there s proof the German
p(op)l have exp(n:nced a moral conversion, Germany
under international control so that her

must
mnnpnwer ‘Erd her resources cannot again be used for
war. If all of this is to be shed, the major

powers must co-operate in carrying out a joint
policy.

The Allles disregarded these lessons in th
1920s. The second World War wasi the inevitable
result.

In our own policy toward Germany since 1945
these lessons have again been ored.

It is true that Russia's efforts to use Germany
for her own ends has so far blocked any agreement
upon a United Nu*poncy But we have been

estern rmany for two and
. W@ have had ample time to launch &
program of ucation that could teach the Ger-
mnm what demucnuc Ubtme! mean We have had

were annoyed at Mr. Eccles for
a way in which we could accomplish the
very thing they sald was necessary to curb
inflation, namely, make cregit and money
less plentiful. It appears the White House
was annoyed at Mr. Eccles for Implying
that the Truman price-wage control pro-
gram wasn't enough to stop inflation, and
also for even Intimating that we might
have a recession, meaning some unemploy-
ment and more dissatistied voters, before
election day

Perhaps this Is all to the good and the
bankers and Mr. Truman are to be con-
gratulated for taking no risks on a “man-
aged” recession

In Charlotte

cent of the Negro dentists and physiclans
in the clty are Smith men or women. About
50 Smith-trained ministérs reside in the
community. Other graduates serve in the
legal profession.”

The university has grown to a plant cov-
ering 25 acres, with 26 structures, a staff of
90 Individuals, 812 students and between
three and four thousand alumni. Tts 1946-
47 expenditures were $418000, of which
about 90 per cent came to Charlotte from
outside sources. No other detalls are needed
to illustrate graphically the size of the con-
tribution to this community’s development,

calls for the comes
from Dr. Hardy Liston, president of John-
son C Smith University, who spoke yes-
terday before the Rotary Club. His subject
was the work of this fine Negro educational
institution “as a Part of the Community
and as a Contributor to Social Responsi-
bility,” and his address was both a heart-
ening progress report and a challenge.
Charlotte is reminded that it has a great
asset in this school when Dr. Liston men-
tions that more than 500 Smith graduates
live in the city and county. “They compose
8 large percentage of the principals and
teachers of the school systems where the
average training of the Negro teachers ls
among the highest in the state. Fifty per

From The Detroit News

the 's great potentlal and Char-
lotte’s opportunity to serve lts own inter-
ests by encduraging Johnson C. Smith.

In short, Dr. Liston was not simply
pleading the cause of his school. He was
pointing the way for the city to move
ahead on Its own while Congress stalls and
General Assembly moves cunibersomely to
deal with the many problems that press for
attentlon. He was reminding us that we al-
ready have the institutions and facllities
which will serve us well for a broad ad-
vance if individual cltizens accept the “so-
cial responsibility” challenge of the times.
The goal of Johnson C. Smith as defined
by Dr. Liston Is the goal of the whole
American community.

Cockeved Free Enterprise

HE SUN OIL CO. joined other leading
producers in boosting its price for gas-
oline, because, a vice-president explains, it
was getting too much business. The state-
ment is suitable for framing, as a land-
mark of what the free enterprise system
15 being brought to in this cockeyed period.
The official did not bother to elaborate
what he meant by deploring his company’s
success. But presumably Sun was getting
more business than it could supply with
the crude petroleum avallable: to its refin-
eries. However, that still leaves a lot to
be explained to the satisfaction of the
helpless consumer.

Sun was the company that lit the fuse
for the latest round of price boosts on
gasoline and fuel ofl, when it 1ed off a new

4 in the buying price for crude. This

was to increase its crude supplies. But
Sun said it was able to absorb the added
cost and that no boost in price of its
product® was contemplated.

However, the other major companies at
once met the new buying price, and these
other companies, though their profit state-
ments have been no less handsome than
Sun's, also boosted prices to consumers, on
the ground of added costs.

This is the boost Sun has had to “meet,”
it says, to avoid being overwhelmed by
prosperity.

We are accepting Sun’s statements and
explanations at face value. But. whe!
you accept them or not, there is a highly
tishy aroma to this condition in which
competition becomes a competition in goug-
ing a con' umer.

L 2

for a pe-
Htical and 'cononuc system which could help to
build up a peaceful Europe. We have had the chance
of showing the Germans that Britain. France and
the United States can maintain a common front.

What B our reco!

De-nazification in the American zone has been
s tragic farce. After endless bungling. s control
has now been handed over to the Germans them-
selves. What kind of de-nazification will we get
when the average German still believes that Naziem's
one defeat was that it lost the war?

FHE press. the universities, the schools, adult edu-
cation, the moving pictures and the theater were
the obvious means through which German mass re-
education could be carried on. It is in this field,
where we might have been expected to be most suc-
that our faflure has been the most abject.
ted by the American Mulitary
Government show that the Germans are even more

0.
cupation has stressed
It has done little to lumlllll! German self-help Untll
the individual German realizes that it is by work and
not by strikes that he will get food and clothing
there will be no productive and self-supporting
But our cockeyed occupation
polices have clten made it impossible for many
Tmans the chance to obtaln work and
have lmptd!d the distribution of German produced
food, The distinguishing features of our economic
ram are widespread corruption, the black mar-
ket, and primitive barter.

The continuation of the concentration camps {
displaced persons. a; requent use By our mill-
tary authorities of Motorious eollaborators. i screen-

inmates of these camps are a further blot
upon our record. They are partly responsible for the
continued strength of anti-semitism in Western
Germany.

We have persistently ignored France in shap-
ing our Germany policy. The French Government
had no knowledge of our recent proposals for a new
form of administration in Western Germany until
after these had been offered to a number of Ger-
man political kldel‘ at Prankfurt on Jan. 6.

D rew Pearson’s «

Prench contend that if the militarists

me several German States and must not be elected
by the German people as & whole. TThey insist. that
the rolution of the German problem can only b
found (hrough the integration of Germany within
United Europe. andsthat this can never be accom-
plished if Germany is permitted once more to become
a unified, and highly

State. \ .

’I*m-: past 30 years have shown ‘conclusively that
lhe Prench are justified n this belief. Only if
mes- a_federation. in which each State

ulns Sufficient political and economic sutonomy to
enable it to co-operate with its non-German neigh-

politic.  Yet the proposals
fered the Germans at Frankfurt would”tend to bring
about precisely the contrary results.

It was announced in Washington last week that
by July 1 ot & administration in Germany would be in
civillan hands. This change should have been made
two years -lo

The whale set-up 1o Germany should be trans-
lnrmed from top to bottom. The military should

instrument “fo ‘enforee policy and not the

ponqr maker. Policy should not only be made in

rather than in Germany, but it should

et e fecided upon untl after full consultation

with France and with Germany's other Western
neighbors.

Prance has had her sons slaughtered and her
lands devastated by t! rmans three times within
rs. Her sirviva) today depends upon

rience has shown
o expect of the Aammmuuon in Wi

ze that the French are as .md juﬂ(u o
what the policy toward German y

ourselvi <

Quote, Unquote

Every man has times When he belleves in dic-
tatorship, provided he could be it.—Roanoke Times.

Do not be foolish enough to lose your temper
and cause hard feelings with a friend. It fust
1sn't worth it Remember we all have to live here
together and every man has the right to vote for
the candidate of his choice. So—let's all vote like we
D please and remain friends —Bunkie (L&) Record.

According to firemen a good home is one you
can get out of. Judging by the' week-end traffic.
guess & lot of folks can qualify—Grayson (Ky.)
Journal-Enquirer.

The great discoverer of the twentieth century will
be the man who finds an unexplored tax source—
Louisville Times.

We didn't mind Spring styles calling for slim
he slim figure in our domiclle
les—Dallas Morning News.

Marguis Childs

The Eccles Episode

WASHINGTON
ORE than ever In a political
yegr, this capital takes on the

scrambling
most roost. AI times it seems to be
Do more than a contest for personal
prestige and glory.

Some of the reports on the de-
motion of Marriner §. Eccles from
chairman to vice chairman of the
Pederal Reserve Board made 1t
sound like that kind of contest
the

would make

more important, as indeed it is.
Now that the smoke has cleared

away. it is possible to see What
eans, 1—in relation to the battle

against inflation and 2—in relation

to Mr. Truman’s own tion_in

Washington and in the country. But

first a little background Is neces-

sary

OPPOSED BY BANKERS -
Most of the bankers and the big

on private lending.
Por some this contest had
been going on, with the public more
or less unaware of it or what it
meant. Within the Truman admin-
istration Eccles had won out. Both
Message on the State of the
Dnlon and n i January economic
report. the President  supported
Eccles. In the latter he sald specifi-
cally

“In view of their central relation

increase of bank reserve require-
ments, should be given lose study
by and
should be enacted of a sufficiently
comprehensive character to make
available all the powers that may
be needed.”

Since Eccles had put over his

Samuel Grafton

Return To

NEW YORK
] KEEP thinking of » family
which maybe doesn't uuv.
Let's say this family
relief in New York City, el!ven.
an

an oll stove or kitchen
nn.e 343 fecbie space heater, Very

Wc cough here to denote the
passage of - time, and mnow this
up In the world.

they're cold. The fuel oil is slow
in coming, though they call up all
the time to order i, and Mom,
with dollars in her pocketbook, is

twelve years ago. d of
story.
Pros, kind of a funny

go around. You don't use fuel oil
when you're broke; and when you're

other people are doing all right,
too, and are burning it up like
mad. (We're using ore  petro-
leum products than during the
war, says the industry.
I ke e, which seems much
n '36. Actually there's
et It ahout 15 pounds more
per capita per year Bul now you
have to compete with everybody
els® In buying it I didnt seem
k because it stayed In

The plain truth is that we really
aren't geared for universal pro-
perity: magnificent as our produck
tion system is. it gets kind of
flabbergasted when everybody can
buy. The effects show up quickly
in_ scarcities and upsadaisy prices.

butter 't buy
when you were poor, you don’t buy

viewpoint, the only thing to do was
to get rid of Eccles himself. Or, at
any rate, it 1s the bellef of '-hl Ee-
cles faction un:h mamm oot
sold the demot

idea that such a humiliation would
compel Eccles to resign.

that secm.nry of
Snyder was their

Mark Twain used to tell & story
about how kind-hearted his mother
was, He sald that when she had to.
drown a litter of unwanted kittens,
she always warmed the water. That
was the way President Truman ap=
proached the Eccles demotion.

In a painful face-to-face Inter-

him to

the Treasury John
ly.

letter

This cat is not drowned. He comes
out as the winner all the way
around. That 13 the tmj t thing
to remember In the contest over in=
flation policy.

will have a ma-
Jority of the Federal Reserve
of Governors with him. " second,

ment once again for his policies.
And, third, he has gained new sup=
with the pub=

lic for his stand. Since the Repub=
lican ml termined

important. But at uu very least
keeps a clear-cut viewpoint befors
the public.

There is also the fact that Thom-

industrialist rather than a banker,

Smallness

when you are better off, becauss

1 now costs 90 ceata. You' 40" with-
shoes at one time because you

Gomt have five dllars, and o
do without them now because

Gon't want to spend ten. T wouldn't

want to stretch the point too far,

for a company dinner.

Now we can sense what a really
dreadful thing is contemplated by
those who look forward acquies-

cently 0 & n,” as & s
means of cutyng prices, and making
business a lttle sounder and

solider. Even a mild recession will
knock twenty to thirty per cent of
consumers out of the ma
And then, xuncen!y there will
enough: there will be enough a\ .
ofl, enough meat, enough cars.
really, though. It will only seem as
there is enough: it will only be
a new way, or perhaps one should

T think that if Franklin Roose-
velt were alive, he would, by
week, have done a radio talk about
the current lack of fuel ofl. It
seems to me he would have an-

gram T aynthetic. production. He
youd I feel sure, bave brought

to this talk a picture of what &
muy productive America could be,
one that sets

its sights, in t)
towar8i production

now and for always.

He would have welcomed the huge

current demsnd, and he would have  «

talked of it as a challenge, to be

people employed and
to buy. He would have had a fine
scorn (m’ those who seek to
turn to smallness. d he would
have asked us to solve our problems

ing effect In the coldest house.

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
JFOR txo years e Agriculture Department has been trylng

Southwest’s great “dust bowl"
Jook-see have been turned down by the
result, the Agriculture Departmeht will now :tmm “ita owm
hospitality toward Russian agriculture m! .

The Russian pm)m a sclentific - melur belt.” planted
with trees €0 save the soil from erosion. Reportedly

our own west.
Despite Soviet secrecy, however, the Agrieujture Depart-
ment so far has turned the other cheek and shown Russian
experts all aspects of American agriculture. even though
the Russians always carried cameras and asked exhaustive

us
< Russian mmun ln!vecun. the Forest

jestions.
For example.
to know the

the always sent more people than
stipulated. such as a recent Statg Coliege.
ts requested for two, but five shpwed up

medonunmmqm out their -welcome.
pusmmv.unul.muhom

The Merry Mortician

ETH WHERRY, Nebraska's “fiérry. morti-
smicker When Iidian names are read

o0 o o o o e

Three years ago it was he who demanded an explana-
“Winnie Left Her Behind,” an Indian

week Wherry again jumped up when the reading
clerk made an error in reading the bill by Montana's Senator
Zales Ecton to authorize the issuance of & patent-in-fee for
land to an Indian lady. “Mabel Townsend Petty On Top.
fately Wherry, was on his fee!
“What's that?" he snickered \What was that namer”
None of his calleagues seemed interested Wherry sub-
sided s the clerk corrected his reading to: “Mabel Townsend
Pretty On

Inside The KKK
(GRAND DRAGON ! GREEN came back to Atlanta the other
day very irate to ﬂna that during a two-weeks' absence.
some of his Klansmen had kicked over the traces against
smn-n Talmadge.
mumma his rple of grand c\clavn of Klavern No. 1
Gree e Klansmen a long pep talk. Here are the
mimites of » -nn he said:

Dr. Green Was also sore because 50 few were present at
the meeting and because only seven were initiated. However.
he seemed even sorer because ere leaking out of
Klan meet he started off by blasting Drew Pearson
for reporting that Herman Talmadge was not for the work-
ingman. Green said that he had talked with Hi . and
that Herman was going to back up labor strong:

“Since Drew Pearson came out and said Lh!n was & big

Agriculture Dept. Hits Back At Russians

boro parade w wmr.h e grand dragon sald means much to the
Klan seems been some h;ouble with

more active in Atlanta, They wanted to see

stmflar to the old days. Dr Green prom

he would m m.: they got plenty of agtion.
of

Klux Klan," he said. Hhere will be a ot of parades and
tru&-bumu

e nlso said the Klan hm been buty in many ways that
it 1ag, sor tod Hts members ce he had been afrald
to talk too much about Kian activities because Drew Pear-
son or someone might announce it before it could even take
place.

(OTE—Meanwhile & new klavern is being established in
Chattancoga. Tenn. with a membership of 189 Klansmen.

Coldest Town In The U. S. A.
T=E little town of International Falls, Minn—
coldest city In the USA—would rather buck 40-below
temperatures than buy fuel oll on the black market. Hearing
of m's anti-inflation fortitude, President Truman,
himself, has promised to send an emergency cargo to the
rescue—at regular pric
Tnternational Palis Almost straddies the Canadian bor-
der. Latest cold spell pushed the mercury out of the bottom

Tow in the 5 port alaad of the . certain
4 Beove Uit e 3 ve s rat present ofl dealers brought In fresh supplies and jacked Up their

who is telling about move we make. I want al prices ki
el to u-y %o 1ind try to find this stool pigeon. ther than pay black-market rates, closed

1f you have come and tell me. I am going to
nnamnv.un-xyncummrmxuun(xd

d he thought the reason no more
people were' Joining the had
scared them.

Klan was because
The grand dragon reminded the Klansmen that the
hearing on the Negro policemen is coming up before Bond
Almond, a former Klansman. The date. be hald, was mot
, but Green was sure a decision would be handed
Mn that 'would suit
‘The Klfmsmen were invited to participate in the rmm.

and the nervous dealer started arm!

citizens wrote to melr Congressman. young ex-paratrooper
John Blatnik, who in tum went to sec ihe Preident. Mr.
'mm-n promised immediate action.

The oil industry willingly sent ten tank cars to
aiiothor Minnesota Cloud. which had less need
than shivering International Palls. The reason: St. Cloud is
the district of powerful Ways & Means Chairman Harold
Knutson, who writes the taxes. f



