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Truman And The Floogie Bird

TRUMAN'S likening of his
critics to a “floogle bird”, which flies
backward so it can see where it has been,
inevitably will remind some of his critics of
another specles of political fowl popularly
known as the Mugwump, & bird which sits
on a fence or a limb with its mug on one
alde and its wump on the other.

Mr. Truman provokes reflection on the
habits of both the floogie bird and the
Mugwump with his address at the Jeffer-
son-Jackson Day dinner in Washington
Thursday night, a speech highlighted by
the President’s attempt to wrap himself in
the mantle of “progressive liberallsm™
which was worn 8o successfully by Jeffer-
son, Jackson, Wilson and Franklin D.
Roosevelt. The garment simply will-not
stay on the mam from
formance 1n the Tettist role will not carry
conviction no matter hew loudly he cries
against “reactionary consérvatism” and the
“privileged few”.

ve .
RTUNATELY for the part he is en-
deavoring to play In the 1948 campaign,
Mr. Truman is too well-established in the
public mind as & product of Pend'rtln
polmu and Missourl conservatism.
any have seen evidence that his bump
of Ifberalism is less highly developed than
his lump of politieal opportuntsm.

Too many know that his Administration
1s filled with Snyders, Pauleys,
Vaughans and other conservatives who
must flinch while the President goes about
the business of in

conservative advisers. Too many Southern
Democrats know that his background 1s as
conservative as their own and that his "48
crusade for Federal civil rights legislation
1s designed to counteraet the Henry A. Wal-
lace appeal to the minorities ln the big
clties.

8enator Capehart of Inmm one of Mr.,
Truman's Republican critics, offers the
comment that the President would not
want to be a floogie bird as “he wouldn’t
have the heart to-look back on where the
New Deal has been.” That's hardly the
right analysis, for the evidence seems to
be that Mr. Truman is now studying the
New Deal book so intensively that he has
forgotten to notice where Harry 8. Truman
himself has been {h ‘the years since Mr.
Roosevelt's death. He seqms to have lost his
.own sense of direction and to be attempt-
ing to fly in gl directions at once.

)

ERE WAS a time during this period

when Presfdent Truman seemed to be
finding his right direction, making a solid
place for himself as a moderate middle-
roader. He then gave promise of developing
the type of national leadership required by
the times, which call for greater national
unity while the country shifts its principal
energies from. domestic problems to the
problems of- world reconstruction and

Marshall Plan' was eyolved, the Western
Hemispheric Security Zone was established,
the n

the United Na-

the 1948 campaign. Too many have been
disturbed in recent days by the unex-
plained demotion of Marriner 8. Eccles, the
Rooseveltian who headed the Federal Re-
serve Board, and the firing of two other
conspicuous New Dealers, Surgeon General
Parran and James M. Landls, chairman of
the Civilian Aeronantics Board.

ceeding as fast as he could to eliminate
the New Deal influence from his Adminis-
tration and surround himself with ultra-

The South Takes Its

N THE resolution adopted yesterday in
Washington by a group of Southern
Democratic leaders opposed to the Truman
civil rights program, the basis was laid for
a new declaration of independence for the
states which could well mark & major turn-
ing point in American political history.
‘This has all the aspects of a showdown on
the states’ rights lssue which may change
the direction of the national Democratic
Party away from the trend toward Federal
concentration of ‘power, or split the party.
if nothing else. It might also have the
effect of reversing or greatly modifying the
whole nation’s movement toward Big Gov-
ernment In Washington.

First of all, the tone of the resolution and
the representative character of the South-
ern signers of the declaration should re-
move the Administration’s last doubts as
to the seriousness of this protest. The Pres-
ident and his advisers have been served
final notice that the Administration must
respect the line drawn by the states on the
eivil rights tssue or face a revolt which will
take all or a large part of the South's bloc
of electoral votes from the Truman Demo-
eratic ticket in November.

The weight of that implied threat isn't
weakened by the calm and reasonable
wording of the resolution. In fact, the pro-
test 1s made all the stronger by the ab-
sence of bluster. This isn't the idle or ex-
travagant talk of the hot-heads on whom

From The St. Louis Globe-Democrat

tions was asserted more effectively and the
Administration offered forceful measures
to deal with inflation.

It was in this period also that Mr. Tru-
man’s popularity climbed steadily in the
Gallup and Fprtune poils. It is not hard to
guess that the final November poll will tell
a different Btory unless the Administration
s00n abandons. the effort to be all things to
all men under the pressure from the Re-
publican extrerie right and the Wallace ex-
treme left, and recovers its middle-of-the~
road leadership.

Stand

the South has depended in the past to fight
off “outside” reformers. It is the deadly
earnest statement of responsible, intelll-
gent men who have been selected from all
parts of the South to represent it in State
capitols and the halls of Congress.
Second, the emphasis placed on the
states’ rights issue calls for a movement
that will dojmore than talk of a “secession”™

from.the party or promote a filibuster in

the Senate:3gainst the civil rights mm-
tion which Mr. Troman has proposed. On
this ground, the South is speaking not
alone for itself when it calls for action to
resist “invasion of the sovereignty of the
states and enlargement of Federal power
beyond its clear limitation by the Constitu-
tion of the United States.”

Finally, the nature of the defene or-
ganization thaj is being formed Inspires
hope that this movement will be something
more than a phenomenon of the 1948 cam-
paign. A committee of the Southern Gover-
nors is working with committees of the
various Congressional delegations from the
states In this reglon. Thelr committee
should develop into a permanent organiza-
tion, not only to advance the South’s cause
in the national party but also to provide
this reglon with a medium for a better
definition of its aims. a clearer picture of
its problems and more co-operative action
In the progressive development of the
South.

Taft-Hartley 'i‘est Case

IRECTLY challenging the political ex-
penditures section of the Taft-Hartley
Act, Philip Murray published in the C/O
News last July a signed lndorsemenl for &
He

wanted to force a test case on the issue of
whether the law could bar polltlcll cam-
paigning in a union newspaper. He charged
this part of the statute is uncnnnﬂutldnﬂ
because It seeks to abridge freedom of
speech and the press.

A Federal grand jury in Washington has
indicted Mr. Murray and the CIO, charging
expenditure of union funds for political
purpose. The true bill cited the Maryland
editorial. The action of the CIO's President
Murray ought to force a showdown and
bring a clear Interpretation of what the
political expenditures section means.

Few even of its most vigorous champions
contended the Taft-Hartley Act is perfect.
One of the weak parts Is Section 304, which
provides:

It is unlawful for . . . any labor organi-
zation to make a contribution or expendi-
ture in_connection with any dlection st

tial and Vice-Presidential

electors or » Senstor or ntative m

are 1 be voted Tar, or In com
hection with any primary

Obviously this bans dlrttt expenditures
by labor unions for political purpose. But
1t also has been interpreted by the Justice
Department and others as prohibiting un-
fons from printing comment, indorsement
or opposition to candidates in their publi-
cations. In fact, competent attorneys have
further said it could be interpreted to out-
law political campaigning by almost every
newspaper in the country. This section is
an amendment to the Corrupt Practices
Act, which applies to any corporation, and
thus might be considered embracing any
newspaper or magazine published by a
corporation.

Such & law would be preposterous and
manifestly in direct defiance of the Consti-

tution. Senator Ball, chalrman of the Joint
Labor-Management Committee, has said
there was no design in the law to curb po-
litical comment in union newspapers, but
the act was framed to halt the practice of
blanketing a district. or state, with extra
coples of papers, which would be viewed as
2 political expenditure.

Even this purpose is dangerously close to
constitutional infringement. Union publl-
cations have every right to say what they
think about candidates and elections with-
out legal, hindrance, subject only to libgl
restraints. Use of funds by a union or corp-
orate group to strong-arm an election i3
evil and a proper province for the Corrupt
Practices Law—which; however, has not
been notably effective. But press freedom
must not be clubbed.

The Murray case should result in a final,
lucid construction of Section 304. It ought
to divest the act of any threat against free-
dom of publication or declare this part of
the Taft-Hartley Law unconstitutional.

Hope springs eternal, etc. Only eleven
months now until the Oklahoma Legisla-
ture meets and then all of our problems
will be solved. And how, brother, how!—
Oklahoma City Daily Oklahoman.

Why should a bride promise to love and
cherish when the husband isn't worth it?
Young lady, marriage is loving the unlovely
and cherishing a no-good bum.—St. Louis
Globe-Democrat.

South Carolina retains the mocking bird,
described as “an expression of the lovable
softness of our women and the pugnacious-
ness of our men,” as its State bird, a move-
ment to supplant it with the Carolina “Pee
Dee” wren having falled to obtain legisia~
tive approval—Shelby Daily Star.

‘Or To Take Arms Against A Sea Of Troubles,
And By Opposing End Them’

Peoele s Platform
Truman Doctrine

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Trz N
rr'blz ‘Marahall Pian has certainly kept everybody
te

newspaper editors, columnists,
Eividuais in general of all types and classes and yet
e are no closer (o solving or Working It than when we
to be realistic

working of that plan and will keep on discussing it
until the next Presidential elu‘uun lnd then, of
wum it will start all anew.

do Believe that n the beginning the plan wouid
if the Truman doctrine were

a3
some money, but it will be a waste ri

work any plan nl:cuN\lLl’
must onee and for all realize that Runln st be T
n and-we must change our thoughts an m.\nda about

cln:le
rather for the proper approach how 40 nnu
Ter it the e tircle and T domt Tean appeasement, but
just, remove il antagonism and start dealing with
her, with patience tolerance and with methods such
to gain her confidence e in ‘spite bf herself. 1 am
positive we s higher qualities and ability
diplomatically to bring Russla to her senses and I
do mean it could be sccomplished without force
We are getting along with our South American
nelghbors and only some are democratic, the others
are dictatorships just like Russia, We are quite
capable of getting along with them and doing business

Before dcln‘ aoything else, so that we can suc-
cesstully accomplish our misslons. we must remove
the Truman Doctrine. By doing so, Rusia would feel
‘we are sincere. are willing to get her to work
with us and that we dnn'l mean to be antagonistic
towards her and she will have no excuses to doubt
us and begin to get back confldence In us

The next step we to amend the Mar-
ahall Plan \tself o that we can really accompliah 1t
Ina er period; that is. by dividing it into two
parts. The first part should be considered the bene-
Pelal or charltable, as we must help the European
nations without any more delay. e second part is
the industrial and business recovery. ess men,
industrialists and financiers, should conduct the re-
covery In a bu!mfsuhk! way, but the profits should be
designated by the State Department with a limited
Dertontage. “We should_ give them a free hand in

rogram without In-

according to our wa:
time must it injure our mae

should enact a law ‘Wit teeth In it to

a punishment for those who will personally

benem. n profit or favor outside of legal limitations.

Thae punishment should be heavy so it would remove

all um:umon of doing anything to hurt the recovery

f such a program is accepted and Con-

gress enacts such a law there is a guaran! v.hu. the

recovery will be speedy. I am certain et it M.

Drew Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round *

Blocks Recovery

uu-xuu e pn’mteu with this thought
e. Congress would not h.ve o

Joseph & Stewart Alsop ;

Operation Rathole

WASHINGTON
EHIND the singularly fraudulent

least & George C. Marshall, policy

toward China. That policy is be-

ing concealed, and {ts existenc® will
undoubtedly be denied. But the

was

formulated, may be bluntly sum-
. loﬂm

To rescus the regime of Gener-

Chiang Kal-shek will re-

quire s very great Investment. Its

rucllo will also be, at best, a very

business. The United States

has nelther the cash nor the stom-
u:h w do the job.

the Chinese National govern-

mzm is not relr.lud it is admitied

that Ci

u

ment, in which our

ence was so ignorantly and nupmly
used that we twice

anti-American dmlnu.
FISLRADING DOCUMENTS
Because

did mot produce
China, it is inferred that
must also fail to produce good

will
nn contral of G cmm down to and

Iw' almost, 'ILNI: mllr

ml.l’ncu. PRESSURE

s the
ational Government, and was of-

S l Grafton

Z

agree
-pnropmle more than lbom instead of
$7.000. This er dis-

end furths
cn-lon mﬂ it will lu-sdlty get the machinery Work-
ing. A speedy in Europe will automatically
improve general I “conditions in the United States.
—HENRY KALKSTEIN.

Our ‘Hidden® Taxes
NEW YORK
Editors, Tux Nrws:
’I‘HAT 30 few people protest against terrific Govern-
mental spending proves, in my opinion, that they
much in taxes

“hidden” taxes do not readily
hen collected little by little. Aodea togeiner, how.
‘ever, they loom large in

'lbvrovev.hu)cﬂzulnedmetoulmndnxh
taxeo—using & single woman earning #45 weekly a3
an examplé. The result s astounding. shows
they pay about $824 of their yearly income T tan
or. that they work more than one-third of their time
fof. the Government. 1 do not belleve thelr apathy
indicates that they are content to let extravagant
Government _spend ch of their hard-earned
Wages that 1t s practically impossible far them. to
save a cent the! ves. Taxation Inethodl are
deceiving them

The above calculation is based on the following:

Non Tax Taxes

Portion  (Visible)

Withholding tax $312.00

. 2340

State income tax 1620

Restaurant meals $ 700,00 7.00

n s 520 Hidden

Clothing. ete. 200, 4.00

100.00 2200

40 880

880

450

2540

150

1098

Other items 45

TOTAL SALARY $2340. $445.00
Add hidden taxes

20 per cent of $13895.00 $379.00

TOTAL TAXES __ $824.00

n" taxes represent all taxes pald business
which Inevitably wind up in selling prices, and about
which FDR said: “Taxes are o the sweat of
every one who indirectly in the
cost of things they buy.” a3 the price of cigar-
chtea s said to.contaln 75 per. cent hidden taxes. the
20 per cent used by my calculation is ultraconserva-
tive,

~O0. PITSCHMAN.
5 W. 63rd, St

Wallace’s

NEW YORK
day after Henry Wallace's
candidate won the lpecll.lm

Congressional ¢!
Bronx) I was buttonholed st least

post-war :nnmbuu
the intangible ot muuwn tor u
Chinese -rn-u 0 Manchuria,

are no
1s does not mean that. o

SSTETETTS

FRETSETHVETINRS

- 1L,

endure
tion, & burst of anti-labor legislg~
tion, ‘and & war scare, without .ré=
acting. ~

Yet that is exactly what the
do -met’nmr

and against the Tafl
hmnenumn.'onnhn he has
apparently expec! o Hb-

erals to A to el for
of his

of & fiash fiood.

Democratic Boss Edward J.
Flynn of the affected ares also
took this sort of lioe to zwin
the defeat of his candidate.
Communist menace to this eoun-
try,” he sald, probably in & deep,
throbbing voice, “is much greater
tnan most people thought” . .. But
the election in The Bronx does
not show that Comununism is
n.mnx It shows that Boss Flynn

15 weak, and 50 is his party.

The potnt is, and 1t 18 50 obvious,
that you cannot drop price control
during & great shortage period,
and permit the housewife to be
gouged bed, and pass a
Taft-Hartley anti-labor law, and
flood the country with what sounds
ominously like war talk, not
get a reaction. If you didn't get &
reaction, this wouldn't be America.
It would be Germany, or some-
thing.

The smugness with which im-
portant figures in both major pa
ties have let these successive blows
rain down on the heads of the peo-
ple, saying to each other: “Ah, they
won't mind.” is just the other side
of the with which

him, for the
sition. But they are not interes
in the difficulties of
they are interested in
ties of their own positior
Tt was .smug, t0o, for the Demo-
crats to expect to win through an
invocation of the great name
Roosevelt, by bringing such ré
spected figures, as Mrs. Rooseve
and Mayor OTwyer into the dis
speak. But the old formul
oftning mormal organisation. ta
tics, plus  mention of Rooseve
began to lose its magic in_loc
elections two years ago.
is smug to expect to profit Vl’l
greatly because of the fact tha

posit
duﬂl: -

ant
Communist. But they are not ned
essarily for any particular cand)
date because he ‘or his party
anti-Communist;
know what he and his pmy a
besides belng that.

But the smuggest_reaction of
fo_what has ° haj
Bronx

Ferrieiziduipiardis

ppened in TH

is, I think, the lll-conceald

jollity of the Republicans, whi

thinking only of the Presidend

are delighted that there is 50 mug
with

BREs

both parties view the defeat in The
Bronx this week. The people do
mind.

1 admit that spectal factors were
at work, such as the Palestine is-
sue, the fact that this was a by-
election, which sometimes can
catch a machine sleeping, etc. But
though you can make & whole

the
The sight of the most conservative
party we have chortllug with glee
because the

of any master of paradox to have
imvented.

Friends Move To Block Probe Of Thomas

Minn), (Towa), Ives (NY). and Taylor (Idaho).

Bnmm the move to shift the grain-speculation probe
the Senate Senate

Note—Aside from Bridges and Ferguson, the Senate Ap-

to the
Expenditures Committee is s nt.ron( hum-n nmmn to
hush up the facts regarding the amazing grain
deals of Senator Elmer Thomas of Oklahoma.

The drive to let Senator Thomas off the hook is spear-
headed by Senator Millard ﬁumn of uuyhm with sup-
port of most other Democrats in the Appropriations Com-
mittee. They don't like to .ee a fellow Demacﬂl tn trouble,
and The ppens to be a member of this com:

mmce.

a recent closed-door Appropriations Committee
meeun. mmu bluntly demanded of Senator Perguson of
, that the Thomas probe be aﬂlﬂ off,

“He's written you a letter telling of hia market trans-
actions.” declared Tydings. more do you want?

s no use continuing this penecuum"

“Nevertheless.” replied remuun who is chatrman of the

robing grain
golng to continue the inve: sﬂnumusmmr-mmn
Al others untii T get the facts"
However, Tydings and colleagues have managed to block
needs to pay in-
priations

In fact
tors arose last. Decem South
Dakota and Leverett sdmmu of Massachusetts Joined the
Democrats in voting n

That is why hud-mtu Senator Styles Bridges of New
Hampshire, chairman o! thl AD priations Committee and
who favors & ,;uu and fearless investigation, has worked out

a with r:u-mm the speculation probe over
to the Senate Expenditures Commit .mllllnl
r of this committee, and would have the

support. no
Alhno(vtrmwl.butd
including Thye

mlnﬂu same af the most reaction-

ry members in the Sen: r nn.), Brooks (Tll),

Wherry (Neb.). D'nrlhl.l l[mm. ‘McCarran (Nev). Over.
ton (La), and Thomas

Loyal U. S. Servants
EOPLE who have been worried about the Red scare and
the specter of sples working Inside the U. 8. Government

should J. Edgar Hoover's investigation of
Toccalled “disloyalty.  Actually, Hoover hasot found very
much of it.

Hoover’s efficient G-Men have now been able to Inves-

'u;-u 418,104 U. 8. employees. Of this number, only 399 were
to have records which warranted

even the remotest sus-

in only eight cases did amy disloyal data
dﬂelw mn:y.nve Government_employees resigned dur-

inished.
alty is going to run
per cent
Army Violates Law

FORREST dlana Republi-
Anothrr hot report crmum:. the Am\y
funds to propagandize for peacetime con

charge that the Army is continu! its proy
d.mn(-l. public cxpense, despite a report bym‘ House
Expenditures Committee Ju)y urumwm;mnbnu
hats wer! vlohun(melnv had spent more than $50,000
umemmm or ‘purposes.
on the of u
sl o o) B o o
. no apologies.to make.”
Royall was hnu-nm
though s

md'nl:‘:hnly scrstary

nl War he should have known what was happening and used
t However, Cong! an Harness’'

sel
‘all parts of the country to make speeches before Rotary,
Eivnts. and Lions Clubs, plugsing compulsory militgry |
training, The Congressman from Indiana will charge tha

these and other meeches are made at the tzpavers -

N te—Whereas FDR had 4 grest yen for the Naw,

fondly remembers his days in the Army.
Vitttng with the Rescrre Officers Assoctation the other day,
he said proudly, “I am still a colonel in the Re:

Merry-Go-Round
I7_YAB Misssippts sharp-tongued Senator Edsiand, to-
gether with rootin’, tootin' Congressman
alss of Mismissippi. who organized the boyeott of ihe Prest:
ssmen. The:

of
Couriérvdounul

publisher of the bnulmue Berriard Baruch,
Herbert Bayard “Wid_Bill" Donovan, Charles
Taft, Sumner elles lnd Jobn D, Rncnmk rd
MacArthur

that the USA either m. ot of Korea enu.rely or cise
tafe a firm policy. xes and Congressional
are suj to be somelhxn( which the tnun puhﬂr has &
right to know about. eans “Crar”
Knutson of Minnesota has mysteriously ordered nm no
coples of the recent tax hearings be given Ll the publia,
(Wonder what he's trying to hide) . . rking Cone
gressman Wright Patman of ’l‘exn hu lnuodund a

el employees to give them a chatos to learn the wnrhr.
government. Patman pnlnu out learning to
etficient Government servant i just &5 duﬂcun as
any other trade or profession.




