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REGIONAL EDUCATION:

OUTHERN states know a great deal
about the high cost of education be-
cause they spend more on it (in proportion
o their income) than any other section of
the natlon.

Because they spend more—and because
their children still get less—the South's
eftizens ought to be decidedly Interested in
the Bouthern Governors' plan for regional
education. Unfortunately this project, when
1t was introduced last year, got branded as
a sort of Southern bourbon plan for the
perpetuation of segregation in the South.
It was accordingly roundly condemned in
seme quarters. Meanwhile, the very obvious
wdvantages of such regional planning got
lost In the ensuing controversy.

Chancellor J. D. Willlams of the Universi-
ty of Mississippl, discussing the project at
s meeting of top-flight Southern educators
n Memphis last week, admits he first
viewed the plan with some suspicion. But
Bow he thinks his suspicion was unfounded.
~It M deserving,” he sald, “of the support
of everyone interested in the development
of our region.”

u lur the association with segregation,

or Willlams points out that the
.dmll ldn has little to do with relations

A STRANGE DECEMBER
Smh;!-:l, somebody was smiling on

December had come, and still there was
no sign — no definite sign —» that the
earth’s axis had turned and Winter was at
hand. Soon the shortest day of the year
‘would be come and gone, and still the Car-
olina hiilsides and holiday-thronged city *
streets felt the pleasant glow of a warm
sun. There was mid-Summer balm in the
alr — even If the sun's rays did ‘slant
strongly from the South at mid-day and
disappear shortly after five In the after-
noon.

Rain had fallen — great gallons of it—
end yet it was warm Autumn rain with
none of the usual December harshness.
Across the foothills of the Carolinas the
nights were filled with strangely unseason-
sble frog music. Out of the marshes and
millponds came their rhythmic erotk.l.nl—l
Summer nightsong lingering into a mysti-

eal December.

By day the drowsy fly who had escaped
uuchmmnmtmzbmedmmm
the frontporch sun. Unseasonal flowers
bloomed in the wayside garden, and silken-
eoated squirrels, already long prepared for

AN OPPORTUNITY

between the races at all. In reality, the
project would allow Southern universities
to pitch in and jointly finance the opera-
tion of certain graduate school facilities
not now available to Southern students.

One of these, for instance, is a school of
forestry which interests the State of Flo-
rida. But Haﬂdl doesn't feel justified in
and
money to m‘nlu a forestry school by her-
self. Her Governor Millard Caldwell (who
sparkplugs the regional school idea) thinks
the answer is a co-operative venture spon-
sored by several states. This would not only
save money for each state; it would assure
the school of enough puplls from several
states to make the capital investment fi-
nanclally worthwhile.

The Bouthern Governors' Conference
meets December 12 in Savannah, Ga., and
the regional school plan stands high on
its agenda of unfinished business.

Bouthern chief executives were last iden-
tifled as & body with & civil rights protest
march on Washington—a sort of negative
activity which didn’t lead anywhere in par-
ticular. Now the Governors have an oppor=
tunity to spesk out loudly—and take posi-

the rigors of ice and smow, frolicked in the

vwdhnd.l. enjoylng an unexpected late
jummer holiday.

Tha hnnuuun felt uncomfortable in his
heavy clothing, and the young debutante
who had ner first fur coat for the late
football games felt sadly cheated. The sea-
son ended in shirtsleeve.weather. s

Gaunt trees looming on the horizon bore
witness to the change of season and the
end of Autumn, but here and there tiny
buds poked forth to investigate.
that
s certain caterpillar had a small stripe
rather than a large one this Fall—which
meant a whole school of seasoned weather
predictors had forecast a mild rather than
& harsh Winter.

On the city street the harassed house-
wife (who had just realized that Christmas
lay scarcely two weeks away) dashed fran-
tically from store to store in a light coat.
Pushing by the crowded counters and along
the jam-packed sidewalks, how could she
realize that Christmas was really that
near? It was not possible with the frogs
croaking and the flowers blooming and the
bell-ringing Santa Claus wiping perspira-
tion off his nose.

IN DEFENSE OF SANTA CLAUS

CHILLING communiqua from Burling-

ton, N. C., informs us that a small boy
has attacked Santa Claus—with fire and
with knife. We: are informed that while
Santa perched atop his parade float, be-
stowing his cheery smile and hearty laugh-
ter upon the citizens of this hub of Ala-
mance County, a “small boy” surreptitious-
ly set fire to Santa's red trousers and
nicked his jolly, good-natured foot with a
knife. The culprit fled.

Ah, there was a time . . . There was &
time when a child perched happily on
@anta's huge red knee, his face shining as,
timidly, he reached to touch the good
Baint's now-white beard. There was a time
when s little nipper would, with shaking
hand, pour milk into a glass and put it
beside the tree for Santa’s consumption.
‘There was a time when a boy or girl would
dash, pajama clad, into a Christmas morn-
ing snow to seek sleigh marks on the roof

Can It be that ecstatic children no longer
toss In bed on Christmas Eve, listening
hopefully for the first faint jingle of &
aleigh bell? Is it possible that they no long-

From The Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal

THE COMMON SENSE

ACK in the dark days of 1942, when the

faster Zeros were shooting down far too
many of our planes and sinking too many
of our ships, the Marine Corps sent a picked
fighter squadron to London to learn what
1t could about night-fighting. The British,
as a result of Inventive skill combined with
hard necessity, had the gadgets and the
knowhow, and the Marines were out to ac-
quire both and transplant them to where
they would hurt the Japanese most. The
acquiring was done the hard way. As oné
drawling Georglan sald after his first
“tratning brush" with a Nazi in the black-
ness above London, “I swear to goodness I
eouldn't tell you to this minute whether I
was chasing him or who was chasing who
most of the time, and I reckon I'm right
lueky still not to know.” The squadron ac-
eomplished its mission, returned to North
Carolina, and from the training base there
poured out a stream of deadly dividends to
the war In the Pacific.

But that was all a bit late in the game, as
time and death went. We had been at war
with the Japanese the better part of a year
or more before any American fighter
squadrons were able to throw against the
Japanese the night-fighting tactics the
British had begun against the Germans
long before.

In the next war, If it comes, there'll be
no such costly delay in utilizing the best cur
Allles have to offer, or of passing on %o
them our best. The war-taughs lesson of

er end December bedtime prayers with
“ .. and God bless Santa Claus"? And
have they ceased to ask parents what Santa
does up at the North Pole when he isn't de-
llverlnl presents?

‘Never Git Us Down Offa This Here Hill’

People’s Platform

A Physician Discusses Alcoholism

MOORESVILLE
Editors, Tie News:
] A » practicing physician and have had. and am
o AInG with increasing frequency, occasion to
from a “ringside seat” the evil effect of
l\mhol and alcoholism.

T read with s great deal of interest the Rev. Mr
Scherer's letter in The News 6 ard your
answer to his letter tn your editorial column of same
issue. With your statement. “alcohol Is not. per se,
the cause”, T agree You cannot escape the fact,
however, that without alrohol we cannot have 8ico-
holism; to that extent. therefore, Mr Sherer’s analogy
one. You further state,

en! a y
centage of advanced. and for the most part hopeless.
-lmhnuu, T certainly do not believe that, were al-
cohol made unobtainsble. -u alcoholics would resort
to shoe polish and the I
Most paychiatrists um that the group of in-
dividuals ‘who become nlcoholics had some pre-
existing mental or emotional disturbance and there-
to alcohol as & temporary wlll!lun sto
their particular nmblem or amlmlty (perhal
cause alcohol was most_readily avallable -om-
fom, However. 1 behen that the mental experts
would be unantmous in the opinion that alcohol a
t and never will be the anly solution or the best
Salution for they been unable to
get alcohol In the first plu-e m-nv of these now use-
less individuals might have re: to other means
for the solution of their problems and thus have be-
come umful members of society
s loog as mclety does ok t frown on drinking
Iaw can work”—your own quotation.

this
unnm b.

For we have seen Santa In the streets of
our own city, dancing like a plump elf in
the sparkling eyes of children. We have
seem him more calmly in a new quiet smile
that the face of our own clty wears, in &
new peace that we find In the eyes of our
own city.

We herewith submit our vigorous denial
of the Burlington story; the arsonist-knife-
wielder of that tale is no child—be he seven
or seventy. He is some victim of prematuri-

ty, some veritable babe made cynical by an

apparently cold and evil world.

For on this uncertain orb one thing and
one thing alone remains constant: children
(all of us, rosy-cheeked or grizzled of mien)
knoy that a kind and generous Santa—
lyl:{il of all hope, all trust, all faith—
exists. Those among us who would put these
things to the torch already have lost them.

OF BEING PREPARED

the need for advance co-operation has been
well-learned, particularly by the fiyers of
the United States, Canada and Great Brit-
aln. For almost two years now, the Asso-
clated Press reports, the-three have been
swapping both men and ideas, and Wash-
ington says that the program, some aspects
of which are still secrat, will continue in-
definitely.

‘The non-secret detalls smack of hard
common sense. The scheme in effect is an
international system of post-graduate
training in military aviation. Picked offi-
cers of each natlon, chosen for experience,
aptitude and adaptability, are switched
from the organization of one to the other,
some to attend military schools, sqme to
working assignments. Britons and Cana-
dians are In the crews of some of our Bu-

perforts. American pllots are flying some of
th( speedy jet planes of the British, sharing

the same mess and same discipline as the
men of the RAF.

‘This is international progress in a somber
direction, but progress for which we may
all be gratetul one day to the USAAF,
the R.CAF, and the RAF. And if in Itself
it should help discourage the SBoviets from
risking World War III, so much the better
for it.

‘The number of pedestrians injured would
be grestly reduced by the Introduction of
streets with only one side. — Little Rock
Arkanecs Gapstie.

ety will never frown on drinking so long as AB(
res exist and magazines continue to advertise for
lhe distilleries and breweries.
M pro and con about the effect that
on liquor consumption. I am

uc!
ABC stores have

sure that prohibition nor ABC stores nor any other

eonummnly, s P
coming genérations by the vigorous enforosment of
prohibition laws and the
People a3 to the truth Thout. aleohel 'hlch -m in
n develop s society which will not
upon Dt whl abhor and refuse to tolerate the wide-
spread use of alconolic beverages
L. B. SKEEN, M.D.

Denying A Man's Rights

Editors. Tur New;
TNLESS 1 have been gullty of a misinterpretation
of the news of recent weeks and the letters writ-
ten to vou. the insane peoponerils of & wommum aw
are ngain yapping for a retu
Sembling the Ti-fated Volstend Act
y attitude on the question has been proven
fairly typical of those of a majority of the population

ARLOTTE

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

un, fired a
some !

Whittaker
ments to a Communist agent

of these United States, 1. e., that if a return to pro-
hibition should pccur, T shall continue to drink my
occasional cocktall and the prohibitionists be dam:
Rpurthermore, 1 shall be drinking without v.m slightest
consclousness of guilt. and In the company of millions
of respectable and otherwise lawful cmum. lnelmnu

doctors. lawyers, professors. sclentists —yet even
clergymen. and the wives of these gentlemen.
Since it may be assumed that the prohibitionists

are non-drinkers, they are making no cholce whatever
for themseives: therefore are medd

that. along with thelr legislated mar-.u:y v.hey are
asking for a return of the era of gangsterisr. 24
lumism, rum-running. bootlegging. and all the other
vices spawned In that last dark age of the American
republic. The present-day crop of gemblers, racket-
eers, union mobsters. vast assortment of
plain crooks served their nwnnx|c~a.mm n ¢ the days
of prohibition, engaged n fllegal
whiskey or some related trade. whm M eaming

s were rendered nil with a repeal of the Vol-
stead Act, they descended upon the general public in
the guises in which we see them today—I ask you self-
styled teachers of Jesus Christ, do we need another
crop of them?

What 1 have written should In no way be con-
strued as a condonement of th excessive
drinking - Certainly something should be done .with
the man who “cannot hold his whisky”. T am
prepared to say what the immediate answer is. Gere
tainly the denial to evervone of a major right of
cholm Is the incorrect answer. Excessive drinking 1s,

st often. directly Indicative of paychopatho-
Jogical allment, not & morsl delinquency  We should
study the problem in the light of this fact.

To deny s moral right o is to_tamper
with the works of God Almighty and those who favor
a prohibition law are guilty of a misinterpretation
of the philosophies of Jesus Christ. If successtul in
their campalgn. they shall accomplish Nttle more
than the appeasement of thelr hypocritical collec-
tive conscience and the fllusion of morality. They
shall certainly tneur the determined non-co-operation
of the majority of the people

1 maintain that o cne shall tell me. “In the rame
of Jesus’, that m y moral cholce 18 his decision. unless

ould' be. proved incapable of accepting respon-
aibllty for that moral chotce!
HAROLD L. COOLER.

Old City Auditorium

Editors. Tre News:
NOTED In your column “Charlotte 80 Years Ago’
the photogravh of the photograph of the old cm
Auditorium.

We wish to explain that the Auditortum is still
doing service in this fair city. under the name of the
Garr Auditorium. We purchased over a million brick
out of the building. all the steel, the roof. and the
flooring. and hauled it across town to Tuck: e Road
and Duckworth Ave, and this  structure
where we will soon celebrate our nineteenth anniver-
sary. This thoughy should be interesting

ALFRED G. GARR

Assoclate Pastor,
Garr Auditortum,

bers, the ex-+ ins

office of Assistant Secretary of State Sayre.
en Igor Gouzenko, the Soviet code
the Canadian-American spy ring

which have turned up In the possession of Whittaker Cham-
t agent, were marked as from the

lel’k tn Canada

thorities, he revealed that one Soviet contact wu either an
Assistant Secretary of State or an assistant to an Assistant

Moarquis Childs

- Facts Vs. Myths

‘WASHINGTON

‘The officisl damper put on by
the White House may keep the cur-

The civilian and military heads
of the three services continue to
press their separate claims. With-
in the Bureau of the Budget. which
must send final figures to Congress,
they are complaining that Bo ane
in the Pentagon ms to be

even' close £ resolviag the quare
rel. The only answer is to hint that
the total must go above the $15.-
000.000.000 celling, so that each
service will get everything it asks
for

All this 15 poinged up by the re-
port of the committee on the
Natlonal Becurity Organization of
the Hoover Commission to reor-
genize the Government. Chatrman
of that committee is Ferdinand
ently men-
National

“Everstadt and the majority of the
committee recognize “Improve-
ment” under the unification bill,
but they also recognize the serious
obataclea In the way of any real
unification with the present top-

Under Becretary and two Asaistant

Secretaries, while the Secretary of
National Defense. supposedly IDB
dog. has no assistants and no

quate staff.

WEAK SPOT

‘The Eberstadt committes also

the weakness in the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, where each
service chief has the veto power

and there 1s no over-all military
chief. Timidly wnnunly,
Eberstadt and the commif
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ment
than any other committee
One s John J. McCloy, who served
as Assistant Secretary of War to
H!m-\'nL Stimson '-\WM ‘World

was reorganized an
chiefs of In!lllll'y lrtﬂlﬂ'!
cavalry were merged into

B\Itlh.l’!‘ﬂ!'l‘olvmm
is Robert P. Patterson, who was
Under ry to Sitmson

Pat
ﬂu!n!lll l!vuw successor o
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Joseph And Stewart Alsop

Exercise Of Right’

LTHOUGH the dll’tel.lun of

American po!
are mumy xumlu

The highly suspect campaign
sgainst Defense Secretary James
Porrpstal, Secretary of Statg
Georgs arshall and Undersec-
rel Lovett has falled
utterly. Porrestal will remain n
office as long as is to
will Lovett, at least as

ence insures that we shall not again
have to lose an ally in order to
educate s of State. The
new face among I and de-
fente pollcy-makers ©. tn truth,
that of Harry 8. Truman 1f.
a5 o clearly intends
to play a decisive role
Ing of policy. Therefore u is -olm
examining the way in which Tra-
man gets the advice and informa-
tion on which any President must
base his decisions.
DAILY READING
One automatic channel of infor-

Intelligence Agency. and which he
reads religiously. More important,
however. are the dally briefings
which the President
9:30 every morning from the Sec-
retary of the National Security
Councll. This key job Is held by
Sidney Souers, an able, little-known
Misso who enjoys
the complete :mﬂdanu ot
President and the chief policy
makers.
Souers brings the President up
to date on the progress toward a
decislon which the National Se-

Coun:

“ceized * Most of me prellm]nnry

dework, on which Souera keeps
the President Informed. Is done by
George Kennan, chief State Dept.
planner, and Gen. Lauris Norstad,
Gen. Albert Wedemeyer and Ad-
miral Arthur Struble, Defefise Dept.
planners. Policy papers are always
Initiated by the State Dept. ac-
cording to s ruling approved by the

new, difficult
Lodge sugi

n au-

ingly important sub.

in many casea sergeants an better

for troop-training than young Heutenants. Non-coms, there-

fore, will be used not merely ns drill-masters but in increas-
-commands.

President and designed to prevent
undue military influence.

‘The tional BSecurity Counefl
a month, to consider

media on a crucial i~
sue s Then the Presidest
takes the chair and the final decl-
slon i3 made on the spot.
President can, of course, ap-
prove, nmndnr‘r;m'umycwnp
-own authority.
Untll recently, he almost’ always
Security Council

cll de to withdraw the
Navy from the Communist-threst-
led Chin port of Tsingtso.
ord the Tsingtso gar-

on domestic nnd political matters.
The business-as-t policy em-
bodied n the $15 billion defense

for example, primarily

Tn short t incidents indicate
the President is now to
ex: his it to shape high

an
mechanism. This should serve 8

uce the danger of those snap
Judgments on cructal issues
which dhe President. a couragéoms
but Impulsive man, has in the past
been prone.

-1

Wallace Purged Liberals, But Not Hiss

'WASHINGTON

BY . qu!fr quirk of fate. Henry Wallace, when Secretary of
group of liberal employees because

ypnndlv too left-wing, But though in
the lroup. Wallace did not fire Alger Hiss, now charged by
Chambers with giving out secret State Dept. docu-

Hiss was asuistant counsel for Wallace's
Adfustrent Administration, had written an opinion
that triple-A benefit payments for curtailing the cotton crop
hould go to roppers as as well as to landlords. This
caused a lot of criticism In the Sbuth.

Other clashes of opinion occurred between triple-A law-
yers and top Agricultural Dept. executives regarding the
the code of
the young | AAA attorneys and consumer representatives wers
vigoi in opposing both Wallace and Chester Davis, then
AAAd

inistrator.
In the end, Wallace sided -l'.h the big Southern cotton
men.s md fired most of the rebel

Omin-r Jackson. 80 hated by

inist agent: also Pred
crat: and Prank Shea, who later occupied & posmon ol m-
Portance tn the Justice Dept But Hus wis not purged,
even though he wrote the sharecrol

However. he was subjected to such eriiciam by s o

clates for remaining on the job that his old friend. Feire
Frankfurter. now Supreme Court Justice then professor at
the Harvard Law School, telephoned Gardner Jackson asking
that the critics lay off. Hixs had been a protege of Prank-
furters and had been recommended by him for & Job in
Washington. .

Gouzenko Revelation

Agricultural  Secretary

Hiss was investigated at that time. There was nothing
conclusive about Gouzenko's Identification, however, and Hiss
was permitted to resign. It was two years later that he
was named by Chambers as one of the contact men for the
Communist ring In Washington.

Army Copies Navy
the Navy and Alr Forces are spitting at each other
er Becretarv Porrestal's shoulder, Gen. Om: ley,
Army Cnlﬂ of Staff, has been willing to take a tip from the
Navy in ﬂ'llnl.nl troops. H has also taken some sugges!
usetts.

mm.mmn-mrulu-mh-tnwwnnm

ofticern. fewer by commissioned

This new policy came about partly because of an inspec-
tion trip by Gen. Willard Paul. Chief of Army Personnel,
®ho liked the way the Navy was training seamen at its
Great Lakes Training Station. He reported back to Gen.
Bradiey that the Navy, using yarrant officers. was doing
Just a8 gond 4 3ob. as with young commissioned officers—
possibly be

Slmulunm\uly Sen. Cabot Lodge, a reserve lieutenant
colonel, wrote Bradley a friendly letter his two weeks
training at Camp Hood Texas.

Merry-Go-Round

ESIDENTIAL insiders are convinced that the man Presi-
dent Truman ultimately wants as Secretary of State i
Chief Justice Fred Vinson. President Truman s still
mnn. troukle finding his clothes and other after they
acrom Pennsylvania -n-h temgporary

wmu House. “It's what always happens,” he said the othet
e som¢ for you.” . . .

1o the Unitsd

undergone » serious operation, will

head of the

orkers (largest CI0

to the right,

Chiang Ksi-

military and

In return

v, the Chinese are willing to have theti

Government and Army run by American sdvisers—iock,
stock, and barrel. nyurmm that may unravel the
whols Chambers-Hiss m 1s an old, ramshackle type
Writer on which some of the secret docuents were written




