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REVISION OF THE SENATE RULES

qu‘rrm in the United States Sen-
ate seem as quaintly American as ham-
burgers and h t they haven't

Yadded nearly as much to the democratic
fabric of American soclety.

As some observers recently noted, “It's
hard to end the abuse without infringing
on the essential right.” The Senate's re-
liable Elder

ate’s “civil rights” are being imperiled—but
they will not be saying it with much cénvic-
tlon. The dignity of the Senate 15 not en-
hanced by such tactics. A filibustering mi-
nority should not have the right to run
rough-shod over the will of the preponder-
ant majority.

As for the South’s wider civil rights con-
troversy. the Vandenberg suggestion would

Arthur
(after careful consideration and twenty
years' experience) now proposes a partial
solution—and it hes merit.

‘The Senator from Michigan would make
it almost impossible for one or two Seni
tors to hog-tle the most distinguished de-
liberative body in the world. Under pres-
ent Senate rules they can do just that. In-
stead of allowing this travesty on freedom

of speech, Senator Vandenberg would make 2

1t possible for 90 or 95 per cent of the Sena-
tors present to force an immediate vote. He
believes this system would take care of
emergencies when “relatively Instant ac-
tion is indispensable to the national wel-
fare or safety in the opinion of almost the
wm Senate.” -

e spokesmen for tie South—whose
npreunuu“a usually stage these oratori-
eal marathons—will lmmedhuly reply with
the South's old “defense mechanism” which
grows more threadbare and creaky every
day. They will cry that the honorable Sen-

not prohibit a stand by groups of
ten, or- twelve Senators; but unless that

of the natlon’s highest deliberators
ralli
then it seems reasonable that the voice of
that majority should rule.

Much talk flies in the wind these days
about the minority groups and pressure
blocs ruling the country. But this talk
generally stems from the segments of our
society which most often engage in man-
euvers like the filibuster. Now these groups
ought to practice what they preach.

By conference and compromise our Con-
gressmen need to heal the great breaches

appearjng everywhere in our body politic—"

not by filibuster. The most influential na-
tion In the world should not see its most
powerful law-making body held up to ridi-
cule because it fails to-use efficlent rules
In its deliberations.

At the earllest convenience of the 81st
Congress tne Vandenberg idea should re-
celve wide support on a bi-part'*an basis.

THE TREATMENT OF ALCOHOLISM

LSEWHERE on today’s editorial page
there is a searching letter from a
thoughtful minister who poses two tough
questions about alcoholism: (1) if aleohol-
{sm 15 a disease, what causes it? and (2)
if we know the cause, what remedy is
there, not for the disease, but for the
cause?

It may well be that those two questions
ean never be completely answered. The
cause of alcoholism seems to be largely a
matter of susceptibility. The letter draws
an analogy between alcoholism and polio.
Accepting the analogy for the moment,
then, some children are susceptible to polio,
some are not- No medical authority has yet
been able to say beyond all doubt just why
this is true. To stop polio, one of two things
ean be done: (1) completely eradicate the
germ or virus, or (2) immunize all persons
against it by vaccination or other means.

It the case of alcoholism, however, a good
deal more 15 known. The best medical and
‘psychistric opinion today is in agreement
as to why one person may become an al-
coholic while others do not. Susceptibility
to alcoholism, they say. is a state of the
mind and emotlons, 2 weakness of person-
ality, a lack of confidence, a deficiency in
will power, an unwillingness to face un-
pleasant facts or events. It Is a vague,
hard-to-define mental and emotional con-
dition which may vary from individual to
individual both in Its cause and In its ef-
fects.

Certainly, the alcohol is not, per se, the
cause. It is merely the means or instrument
through which the budding alcoholic finds
his “escape”, and it is unfalr to carry the

analogy further and Infer that the
legal sale of whisky is like selling pollo
germs across the counter. We had alcohol-
1sm during Prohibition.

If we would get at the cause, then, it

THE RUHR AND WORLD

EW. with the facts of history in mind,

will fail to understand and, perhaps,
sympathize with the vigorous reaction of
the French Government to British-Ameri-
can proposals for return of the Ruhr to
German control.

France knows from bitter experience in
three disastrous conflicts the war-making
potential of the Ruhr. And she knows full
well the German will to develop and to use
this potential to the fullest in sweeping
‘westward across the Rhine to lay waste and

er France. N
Since the bitter and -shock of

would seem necessary to eliminate the rea-
sons for such mental and emotional malad-
justments in members of soclety. This
would obviously be a tremendously difficult
l! not impossible, job, although the timely
on of psychiatry, In a good many
euel./mll.ht do the trick. In other cases,
e disturbances may be so deep seated
unt\\t.h[n' :mnd correct them and make
of the person a normal, contented, produc-
tive member of soclety.

Until we find a way to remove the cause,
it would appear desirable to work out the
best way to treat those already afflicted.
An alcoholic isn't cured by & jall sentence.
He Lsn't cured by nagging. He ian't cured by
reprimands. He isn't cured by taking away
his bottle of whisky. If he can't find an-
other bottle, he will resort to some other
instrument — shoe polish, bay rum, hair
tonlc, or “smoke” made from grain alcohol
mixed with & soft drink,

At first he is & psychiatric problem, but
after many successive “benders” his body is
ravaged so badly that he bgcomes a medis
cal problem. It is necessary to nurse him
back to good physical health before his
mind and emotions can be attacked. That's
why the special clinics for alcoholics are
proving 5o helpful although they are not.
of course, always successful.

If it were possible to have absolute, com-
plete Prohibition, every thinking person
would heartily approve. But the effective-
ness of any law depends on its acceptance
and support by soclety. As long as soclety
does not frown on drinking as it does on
“doping” or adultery or murder, no Pro-
hibition law can work. There will still be
moonshiners and bootleggers, and the evil,
sprawling nether world of crime and dis-
order which they inevitably spawn. That's
why Prohibition did not and would not stop
aleoholism.

PEACE

by force France's army had been routed in
the Second World War, the country over-
run and subjected to Nazl domination for
four bitter years.

The people of France remember the day
that Hitler's forces marched Into the Ruhr.
They know that their army could have
thrown him out. They remember that ?eh‘
leaders counseled with London, wal

Hitler stayed in the Ruhr. In a matter of
weeks the great factories were producing

quick defeat at the hands of King Willlam's
Prussians in 1870, France has kept a nervous
watch on activities in the great industrial
area of the Ruhr.

And there are thousands of Frenchmen
now living who bear scars inflicted by Ruhr-
made shells In the Hrl! ‘World War. Hun-

and other materiel of war that
was so soon to bring untold suffering and
stupendous cost In lives and property to
most of the world.

French Ambassador Bonnet characterizes
the British-American view that a rebirth
of German militarism can be prevented by
merely 8 of products

dreds of were
blasted to bits by Ruhx munitions in that
war, while much of the country was bat-
tered {rito ruins.

Rel of the Ruhr to German control
saw history quitkly repeat. In less than a
decade after Hitler's Nazis took the Ruhr

From The Greensboro Daily News

manufactured In the Ruhr as “pure window
dressing.”

History bears him out and emphasizes
the ‘mportance to world peace of prevent-
Ing the conversion of the resources of the
fabulously rich Ruhr into war material.

CHOO-CHOO ON TIME

LL hail to All-American Chaslie “Choo-

Choo™ Justige. a combination of the
runningest, passingest, puntingest football
player it has been our pleasure to see In
“the swift completion of his appointed
rounds "

A clean athlete. a tine sportsman, & “team
player.” a drawing card for Carolina as
Babe Ruth was for the Yankees, and last
but not least a native Tar Heel, he richly
earned the All-American berth which, as
his home town paper, the Asheville Citi-
sen, has figured out, can come to only
eleven players out of some 1,300 in & sea-
won.

‘When he entered the University at Chapel
HIll Coach Snavely expressed the hope that
Mr. Justice would “come out for football ™
Fortunately for his team and for the sport
in general, he did. and this enabled Mr.
Snavely on not a few important occasions
to “git thar the fustest with the Justice.”

Nobody must have told the Btate agricul-
tural extension division editors that there's
& achool lunch program. In their weekly
farm news release for this week was one
going “into considerable detall to advise
mothers how to pack & good school lunch
of sandwiches. — Opelousas (Ls.) World.

for a stand against the majority,

Pin-Point ‘Bombing’

People’s Platform -

Alcoholism, lts Causes And Cure

CLOVER. § C

Editors.

The Nen of Nov. 23 Mr. Fesperman had a two-

column article an “Alcoholics.” in which he gave &
very lurid picture of the .effects of liquor on the
human mind. and nmnﬂy advocated some sort of
state-sponsored m for treating such cases which
D Gasrines aa “xiek- people

1 fully agree that llcolwlllm 13 a disease and that
all reasonable means should be employea by society
fo cure the disease. but T would like 1o ask & question
or two In this connection

1. 1 alcoholism is & disease. what causes it?

2 1f we know the cause. what remedy woula
you propose—not for the disease. but for the cause’

Polio 1s a disease. Millions In money and the best
brains of science are employed to try to cure it and
society and sclence are turning up ‘heaven and
earth” to try o find the cause, confident thal If it can
be found the disease will be whipped

This further question' What would you say
about a city, or state, or individual, that would sell
or Issue polio serme for revenue to
“educate nucle!yl :nudwn or to operate research
bureaus or other institutions lnr the cure of polio?

Or. what would you say about newspapers a a

magazines. advertise polio germs as some-

thing surpassingly demluu and hi[hly sultable

use in the home and at social functions, etc.?
1 would really like 1o have

1948 list 8200 for poll tax. My City of Charlotte tax
receipt for 1947 lists 81 for poll tax

1f the state has abolished poll tax what are these
county and city taxes for? Would you please ex-
plain this to me.

MRS. TEDDY JOB.

(NOTE—Referring to the poll tax the editoriai
sald “Some Southern States (North Carolina in-
cluded: have already dispented with this creaky pre-
requisite for votng " The News advocated outright
sbelition af the poll tax in_an edftorial. "Anothet
Nutsance Tax" on Nov 24 —Editors, The News)

Tribute To Mrs. McKee

Editors, Tz Nrws
WRITE (o thank you for your tribute to Mrs. E. L.
McKee “A State Leader” Your tribute was
richly deserved, and her friends deeply appreciate ft.
MRS. A. C. AVERY SR.

Charlotte

The People’s Platform is available to anp
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, ten 1f
Eolmlbt and on only 1&'!2 :lde DI ”I' paper.

b

oplnion on these auestions of a man capable of writ-
fng such an article as that cited above
J. TILDEN SCHERER.
Pastor Bethel Presbyterian
Church,

Anniversary Greetings
CHARLOTTE

Editors. Tux Nxws:
HAVE noted that Dec. 11 will mark your 60th anni-
versary and I wish to offer my sincere congratula-
tions to The News family on casion.
T am sure that all of Charlotte and the rest of
your faithful readers are wishing you many happy
returns of this day. The perpetuation of A note-
worthy individual s » distinction to your paper
which will always be appreciated.
DAVID G. WELTO
President, Chariove Rotary

Thanks From The Jaycees
CHARLOTTE
tors, Tue News:
WISH to express my sincerest appreclation and
thanks to you and your staff for the excellent co-
operation vou gave us in publicizing the production
of the “Glass Menagerie”. ithout your assistance
it would have been Impn sible to bring the olay here.
ANT WHITNEY,

clu tte Junior Chamber
of Commerce.

The Poll Tax
CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tux Nzw!
your ndlme "Cl\'ﬂ Rights: A Time For Com-
romise.” you state that the poll tax has been

prom|
abolished in North Carolina.
My Mecklenburg County tax recetpts for 1047 and

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

IEd. Note—Drew Pearsan's column
form of a letter to Becretary of State M-nn-ll.

takes the

el and
anything goes
Editors. TRE Nrws.

Each letter mu.y( be signed. —

Quote, Unquote

A birthday is a time when the harsh fact that
you are older than you have ever been before Is only
slightly mitigated by the fact that vou are younger

n you ever will be again—Jackson (Miss.) Daily

Love Is blind High xchool girls dressed In blue
dentm pants with thelr shirt tafls out. are Idved as
much as the dainty ones useq to be.—Rocky Mount
(N. C) Telegram.

Retall Food Index Drops —Leadline. We can
hardly wait for food prices to some aftention to
their index and follow Ita example. — Memphis
(Tenn.) Commerclal-Appeal.

8t John's Episcopal Church in Mobile gives a
wedding gift of music to the children of the parish
* d playea
on the cariliion 1l the really nice gifts in
the world It Is & bv the entire city —
Greenville (Miss.) Delta Democrat-Times.

ne flies an4 in 49 the girl chud chnstened
Nira back in the gay NRA davs will be sixteen. ang
& ateadv with a Pranklin D somebody —Memphis
(Tenn.) Press Scimitar.

Wallace claims that he “stopped the cold war in
its tracks” Don' now, Henry. but who do you
think that is yonder running down the field with the
ball?—Greensboro (N. C.) Dally News.

The old Chadwick mansion at Canal and North
Broad. standing for a century. ln being demolished,
the site to become a parking lot. These days is 18
more important to find space lor lhe auto than shelter
for the family—New Orleans Sta

they do Rustia  They want to be
rrasonably grateful for the Marshall Plan

friendly

and they are
But their friend-

Marquis_Childs

Dead End Street -

WASHINGTON
LATI on the night of Nov. 3

4 'a delicate plant
Tne figure was Hu[n 8cott Jr.,
Republican

al that point talking about victory
but in such a frail and weak fash-
lon that it obviously carried little
conviction either with him or with
anyone else

The very fact that he was out
there with the television lights
beating mercildsaly down on him
was, T suppose, proof of a certain
ortitude. In the Dewey Victory
Headquarters all but him had fled
or. at any rate, had made them-
uhu invistble.

5 before (nis, Scott had

been talking with a group of press
and radio men. It still appeared &t

majority In the House

listeners the impression that
he thought this a very good thing
— to temper the arrogance of some
of the grand moguls in the GOP

and to shear off the Chicago Tri-
bune lsolstionists
NEW START

In the month that has intervened

crats, :
Altogether it is a remarkable
political document. The _careful
reader comes away with # strong
suspicion that many eager — and
perliaps conflicting — minds phras-
this clarion call.
“It should be obvious to all of us
that we must spell out an affirma-
tive, DOI“II pregram,” the letter
toe-to-toe, day in
Aha day out, with the demagogues.~
That is about s close, and it is
not really very close. as the letter
comes to talking about lssuss or
program. A little Iater on It asks the
question, “What shall be our" pro-
gram for the people?” W
oply that “it must be both Republi-
popular.”

can and This last s the
formula that Dewey sought in vain
“in his campaign.

)oseeh And Stewart Alsop
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with lican party.” He

now is the time for the

along the lines

of what bo calls “Constitutional

some modifications, &

lhe vxe' ol umux: a majority of

publicans. !lﬂv of them

hled pﬂvl ly throughout the

zlmnllm but llll helpless to do
a

Inlkl them-

publi side, Dewey would have
wo

game, you can say
that if s halt votes were

A Straw To Grasp

712 Just possible uut a lnz. au-
perate attempt to find 3 settle-
ment of the ever more lhr-lumm
Berlin crisis will be made

tions be luh'ﬂtuled the govern-
ing authority.
t no means certain. or even

are interesting. The idea has been
i to. msh‘wummd by,
Prench Forelgn Minister Robert
Schuman. Tt has not been ad
as official Prench pelicy, bm. it hu
n Informally pt
British officlals by »
French diplomat.
THE \ﬂ'mon
policy makers of the
State Dep: “have on-

unlln(

Ihhhthqwltmln‘
promoting a rump Communist
city nmnunmt mnaum
control, there can be no set~
nzmt -hllo r.!u four powers re-
main in
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y o
celved and considered the same
idea as. at & maximum, a way out
al m Berlin impagse. and, at a
imum, & method of sel the
lnuhuve n zhb

longer form
Indeed. the fact might as well be

faced that uikre is obviously nc
of any elfective
four-power settlement at

A settlement. whether on zurrency
or on any otner lssue, clearly re-
quires an agreed. joint four-power
control of the city. as optumistic-
ally envisaged at Four-
rown control of caurse broke down

all uuv. name u long time ago.

Allow’in their 2008 the

Consumers Come
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Arms No Good Unless Army Will Fight

First

WASHINGTON, D. C
DEC, 5. 1948
M ¥ DEAR GENERAL MARSHALL.

You may possibly recall a conversation I had with you
shortly nfter you became Secretary of State In which you
talked about the fact that a soldier, in order to fight well
must have the will to fight. Weapons alone, you sald, don't
make a good soldier.

remember the conversation most vividly because you
talked with such great eloquence and feeling and described
various cases during the war when well-trained, well-armed
troope did not put their heart into bllﬂcbﬂ:luuqulﬂ
rot understand why they were fig

1 have thought of this conversation ‘many times since
mm T thought of it a year ago, when. traveling through -
Europe. T had a chance to get acquainted with gome of
= And 1 nave thought of it more n:enuy
policy of arming these war-w:
Deople. #a » buiwark of Americen defense.

The great majority of the American people 1 feel sure.
agree with your policy. in principle—as do 1  Certainly the
friendlv countries of Western Europe should be armed
against the threat of an mvading Red Army. and the invest-
ment will be more than worth while—if they will fight

Europe Wouldn't Fight
. ®a vou yourself so eloquently Indicaled. gunt

& Ana
today “t nuu) fear the people of Western Europe would
fight

not
would not fight because they are tired of war,

see enough difference between ims
United States to get in the middle of snother great con-

tion.
‘They like the United States. They trust us more than

“hip_does not g0 to the extent of fightng

Tois does ot mean they won't declare war. nor that the
generals won't try to lead troops Into battle They will But
generals are worth little without soldiers who follow them.
today the common folks of Western Europe, who make up
the backbone of any army. just aren't going to follow the
generals They will fade sway just as fast 43 the Belgiana,
the Dutch and the Prench faded before Hitler.

T am sure 30 will find that the intelligence reportg of
the U. 8. Army agree with this.

Bahlﬁgf Ideas
RE. it scems to me that our problem of defense

In Western Europe bolls down to the question of inspiring
the same will to defend memmvu that you and others tn-
spired in the American

Which means that this u "2 battle of ideas and ideals
Weapans of course. are nec ut “weapons mu  oaly
Tali into the hands of the Red Arm of
Furope aren't sold on he idea that we Americany o brys
Ing desperately to build up a new order for world peace and
that they should help us

Today it remains an undisputable fact that they are
not sold Thev are not sold partly because they see the same
bankers who loaned the money to bulld up German muni-
tlons plants, prior tn (he war. now propaing to turn German
steel and chemical and munitions plants to thes sam
German cartels which ran: them during the war

sec ‘he same American bankets who loaned Ger-

many billions before the war now acting as our Secretary of
National Defense, as our Undersecretary of the Army and as
our Undersecretary of State. And they see them carrying out
exactly the same policies in Germany which gave Hitler the
chance to convert American loans into a wartime machine.

All the efforts by the Voice of America and by American
newspapers to tell the trus story of American Vdoatizmn will
eome to nsught, Mr. Secretary, as long as this situstion
prevaila.

a

+ (¥, the other hand, there ls & great opportunity in the
Ruhr to bulld for the peace of Europe. The

just as gnpomm to the economic welfare of all Europe as

it is to Germany. Almost ever; const .

stake in the Ruhr. ectsmer. (b, Rhaopy iy

And where consumers have :‘:ﬂd interest we,

they have the right to . of small nations
in control of the 0 look put for that interest,

In 3 ore. which have

X r the consumer are the big Swedish,

Danish, British and N ‘They are effi-

business
pecltd of building up war plants lof the future.
t such men. sitting under lhe furisdiction of a com-
mlmon of small nations. industry, then it

propaganda
on the part of Buropes man in tne stree man
will have to shoulder the gun—tnat our lmill! policy is

é
L]

always le with people who in any army must do the
bulk of the fighting.
Yours stnosrely,
DREW PEARSON.



