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IT’S UP TO THE DOCTORS

0 one in his right mind wants any part

of out-and-out state medicine; and no
responsible U. 8. public officlal, sc far as
we know, has proposed anything so drastic.
‘Yet, when you listen to the plaint of the
American Medical Assoclation, it would
seem that state medicine 1s smack on us,

This weefl, In 8t. Louls, the AMA viewed
with customary alarm several pmponu
for & Federal health insurance plan and
hurriedly voted to assess each of its 140,000
members the sum of $25, or $3,500,000 in
all, to pay for a “grass roots” political cam-
palgn agalnst any form of compulsory sick-
ness insurance and soclalized medicine,
In voting the assessment, the AMA de-
clared: “We are convinced that voluntary
medical care insurance can and will solve
the economic problem.”

A good many thinking people are con-
vinced that it can solve the problem; but
there is good reason, judging from past
performance, to doubt that it will. With
all due respect for the marvels of modern
medicine, there are at least five big prob-
lems involving the public health and well-
being which have not yet been even par-
tially solved:

1. An insufficlent number of doctors,
partly due to the tight control which or-
ganized medicine exercises over the admis-
sion of new students to medical colleges,
sort of gentlemen's “closed shop” arrange-
meht.

2. The mal-distribution of doctors, with
heavy concentrations In the citles, where
there are rich earnings to be made, and a
shortage In rural areas, where the pickings
are slimmer.

4. The present high cost of medical care,
which hits the middle-income .group par-
ticularly hard. (The rich can afford it}
the poor get It free.)

§. The absence of any form of insurance
against medical disaster. The voluntary
insurance plans of today offer a painless
way to set by enough savings to take care
of ordinary {llnesses involving hospitaliza-
tlon (f h they are useless for allments
which dg not require hospitalzation), but
there 1s/no way for a man to Insure him-
self
fortune ‘which can easlly force him to
martgage not only his present but his fu-
ture as well.

Under the American system, doctors are
given almost complete freedom. They run
the medical colleges, regulate the admis-
slons thereto, prescribe the standards
therefor. They set thelr own rule-of-
thumb ethical standards. They stalf the
state examining boards, and determine
whether or not an applicant is qualified to
practice medicine. Having granted doctors
such wide latitude, the public can justifia-
bly expect them to hold-iheir trust dear,
and to give more than passing thought to
the public Interest.

, And it is definitely in the public interest
to find a solution to these, and other,
problems. Yet the AMA, a good deal more
reactionary as a body than its members
are Individually, has always adopted a com-
pletely negative attitude, has loosely con=
demned as “soclalized medlelne" every s~
cere
'.he preunl system, and has !ou(ht them

il. The AMA would serve it-

3. The lack of any for the

public against an
practitioners. Doctors are notably reluct-
ant to eject from their ranks those mem-
bers who fall below modern professional
standards or who engage In dublous ethical
practices, perhaps through an understand-
able fear of adverse publicity.

nlL its and the public better if
it would emulate the doctors of North Car-
olina, who largely conceived and fought for
the Good Health plan, take the Initlative
and leadership away from “outside re-
formers” and restore it to the ranks of the
medical profession where it belongs.

A TOUGH PROBLEM NEATLY SOLVED

Y a neat little bit of fancy footwork, the

State Department of Motor Vehicles

has dodged one of the more pressing prob-

Jems of the day, but in doing so has left un-

'olved a tough q\leluun At what point ln

of our State

people stop being “high brass” and beccme
plain, ordinary public employees?

For years the Motor Vehicles Division has
gotten by with a simple solution to the
problem of assigning auto tags with low
priority numbers to top State officials. The
Governor got No. 1, the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor No. 2, the Speaker of the House No. 3.
‘Then came five members of the Councll of
State—Secretary of State, Auditor, Treas-
urer, of Public
and Attorney-General. That took up num-
bers 4 through 8 The Adjutant-General
was given No. 9, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court No. 10, and the other asso-
clate justices got 11 through 16.

But look. That made the Commissioner
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of Labor,
the Commissioner of Banks, and the Com-
missioner of Insurance get Numbers 17

MICKEY TAKES A RIDE

AN'S closest assoclate—one that scares

his womenfolk and constantly outwits
them both—has taken to the air like all
intelligent citizens of the atomic age.

He is the common rodent—the mouse or
rat, as the case may be.

‘Whether the aif-minded rodent in ques-
tion was one or the other is not clear; but
no doubt exists that he took a luxury-
liner flight from Europe to America. Re-
ports from the chief quarantine office for
the Port of New York even had the trans-
Atlantic visitor feasting surreptitiously on
 bag of powdered milk.

In fact, that's how quarantine authorities
knew he took the trip in the first place;
the milk was snitched, but the snitcher was
never found. Port authorities say this is
the first evidence that rats are being car-
ried via international planes from one
eountry to another.

All of which presents grave problems for
quarantine authorities, ever on the alert
against admitting such disease-spreaders
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through 20. And that wouldn't do at all. for
those gentlemen are members of the Coun-
cll of Btate, also, and they didn't like for
the Supreme Court justices to have lower
numbers. Poor, harassed Landon C. Rosser,
Motor  Vehicles Commissioner, considered
bumping them up In front of the Supreme
Court, but then he decided the justices
wouldn't like that either.

80 he had a bright idea. He set up a spe-

cial series for the Supreme Court to salve.

their feelings and keep the Council of Stat-
ers happy at the same time. Now the Chief
Justice gets No. J-1, the six associates Nos.
J-2, J-3, ete.

We are intrigued by the whole idea. Let's
set up a whole passel of the things—Give
all tax collectors a series starting with
TC-1, all welght inspectors one beginning
with WI-1, all stenographers 8-1, all filing
clerks FC-1, etc. There might be one draw-
back: janitors would normally draw a J-1
series, just like the Supreme Court justices,
but Mr. Rosser could surely find some
more euphemistic designation for the pub-
lic officlals who keep our buildings clean.

to the United Btates, The job was relatively
easy in the old days when everything
moved by water. Now officials fear all sorts
of new diseases may enter this country via
alr travel.

Much as this newest development de-
serves attention from hi quarantine
officials, it still contains an element of
humor for Americans who have watched
their favorite rodent on the screen, Mickey
Mouse, do even more astounding things.

There is something remarkable about a
rat’s instinct—the fact thgt he should not
fear boarding an omnious-sounding sky
monster to follow his breadwinner. And we
can't help having a vision of some Euro-
pean Mickey Mouse and his family en-
sconced in 20th Century luxury roaring.
over the seas via trans-Atlantic liner
toward the new world, powdered milk and
all. And we can hear Papa Mouse saying to

a Mouse: “It must be all right if they
do 1t!"

Buch blind faith! And us living in the
atomic age. -

THE NEMESIS OF THE MOTHER HUBBARD

T 1S claimed for Isaac Ginsberg of New
‘York that he 1s the man who put glamor
into the house dress. He is to be honored by
the National Association of House Dress
Manufacturers. While clalming no expert
knowledge of Mr. Ginsberg’s contributlon,
we are prepared to hail him as a benefac-
tor of the human race.

Time was when the house dress lan-
guished in the class of the Mother Hub-
bard. It was bullt on loose and careless
lines, and its sale virtue was comfort. The
result was that millions of housewives did
their daily work in something that might
have been worn by the mother of the drag-
on, Grendel, for poking around in the back
of the cave. In such an outfit it was noth-
ing short of tragedy for a woman to be
#een. Love flew out of the window when the
husband came In the door, if he found his
wife garbed In such slatternly weeds.

Then the good Mr. Ginsberg evidently got

nst the type of serious medical mis-

" 'Wait A Mmute - I've Seen These Jokers Before Too

A Report On North Carolina

Employment & Wages Trends 1940-47

. F. CAMPBELL, Director

Employment Security Commisspn of North Carolina
Bureau of Research and Statistics

RALEIGH

E seven-year period, 1940-1947, saw many Import-

ant changes in the composition and volume of

North Carolina's industrial activity. only part of which
was attributable dlmm to the war stimulus

d In employ ment sud expansion

Ily "Sot under in 1937 when for

he first time the North Carolina busmess. Index

went to 10490 per cent of the 1935-1939 average. This

index. compiled by our Bureau of Research and

Statlstics. is based on North Carolina monthly activ-

Ihmuxh Its census bureau, has greatly overestimated
our loss by 0“'-"“lr‘uun 1409.000); for it is definitely
Thown hat 141000 maore Workers ‘ate.in coreres. em-
ployment, and the increase In the self-employed nd
other non-covered workers appears
correspondingly great.
The state takes great pride In the importa.
volume of 15 eknilecoire. T appears, however, v
the expansion in this field has not kept pace with
non-manufacturing activity during the past seven
years. Only 4540 per cent of the increase in total
has been In and today
employment in manufacture represents only 6236
per cent of totul covered employment. while in 1940
61

ity as cuve
spindle hours. hours per spindle in place. clectrical
energy production. cigarette production. gasoline sales
car sales, bank debits to Individual accounts. con-
struction contracts awarded, ordinary life insurance
sales, cement mlnmenu department store sales, fur-

r cent, and to have kept pace,
o‘l.u per cent of the increase should have been In
manufacture, instead of 4640 per cent. That It was

ol. may be attributed to the fact that manufacture
was at a relatively higher level in 1940 due to defense
activity, which

niture shipments, postal receipts. and
Pay rols In all Industries and in Tmanufacture

that these indicators are sutfi-
clently inclusive to furnish a reliable barometer of
the cyclical changes In business conditions

In most states 1940 was put down as a icar of:

subnormal business activity 1s borne out by
the excessive amount of unemployment benefit claims
paid In other sta
In North Carolina. however, much defense produc-
tion was already under way. espectally of soft durable
goods. and consumer goods for equipping & fast
Rrowing army. so that by 1940 our business index
reached 12188 and went on to 16525 in 1945 when
the computation of the index was discontinued
of history is given to show that the trena
wince 1940 b m a cyclical trough. but
Tather from a runonlbl) high level of business

JEMPLOYMENT covered by the Employment Secur-
ity Law has increased fropn 474872 workers in
1940 10'622.636 in 1947. & gain of 3113 per cent: and,
while total non-agricultural labor in 1940 approxi-
mated 635000, in 1947 {t was estimated to be pround
882,000, while lzrlrul(urnl lnbor has drop fro
approximately 409000 To probably Jess than
000 at the present g
It Is clear that a relatively small portioii of this
increase in covered employment of nearly 150.000 and
of around 250,000 In the total non-agricultural labor
e ferms; and It is duficult to
reconcile these increases with the Government's esti-
mate in July, 1047, that the total population of North
rolina ha 7 26 per cent,
s though the same methods might
bave been applied nere na the Republicans used to
cxtimate the Demoeratic vote In the national election.
Only a small portion of this increase in employ -
ment could have been recruited from those who were
unemployed in 1940 Our record indicate that we
now have a reservoir of unemployed Jabor of 117.821
which is only 5.8 per cent below the number estimated
In this category i So. where did the Increase
come from?
vernment estimates that our increase in
elvilian population since 194C ix only 93.000  Ye!
mruu during the wame period exceeded deaths by
It could very well be that the Government.

Drew Pearson’s

was undergoing & period of transition and readjust-
ment to meet military needs, refore, non-manu-
facturing employment expanded from a lower level,
and during the seven years increased by 5104 per cent
while manufacturing employment was Increasing by
onlv 2144 per cent for an overall gain of 3112 per
cent

E average Increase In per capita weekly wages

during the seven vears was 12271 per cent. While
the Mountain Region made the greatest relative gain
in emplovment. it fell below both the Piedmont and
Coastal Plain areas In wage increases, for an average
of 11119 per cent Avery County the average
weekly wage of $1926 ia less than hall the state
average.

The Piedmont plateau. though ranking lowest in
employment gaina, enjoved the greatest wage increase,
from an average of $17.70 in 1940 to $39.78 in 1947, an
increase of 124.75 per cent, and no county in this
ares has a wage level as low as $25 per week.

Coastal Plain area, though generally slow to
respond to cyclical changes in Industry, followed the
state-wide pattern. with an increase from an average
of $14.41 In 1940 to 33372 in 1947. n galn of 12141 per
cent. and In all but two of its 39 countles. Cumberland
and Greene. wage levels more than doubled. In Cum-
berland. the increase of only 8294 per cent reflects
the high wage levels of defense construction under
way In The other county. Greene, s entirely
rursl ‘Hh only 89 covered workers.

In making use of these dlll on wages it should
be borne in mind,that the increases shown do not
every case meaf| that the wage of the Jdentical

ncreased

percengage indicated
increase may be due to « different type of md
scttvity calling for s highly skilled workers and
higher wage leve

The following advertisement is found in a Fargo
restaurant: “Ple Itke Mother used to make before
she took to bridge and cigarettes."—Pittsburg (Tex.)
Gazette.

Marquis Childs

The Dream Vanishes

WASHINGTON
INOT Yong ago in one of his dis-
patches from Nanking the U.
E Ambassador, John Leighton
Stuart. reported that l(-dlmu
Chiang Kal-shek was sufferin
a_recurrence of the Hchlﬂl
This unhappy malady. he
wsually coincided  with
one of China's recurring crises
In Msdame Chiang's frantte
o Washington there 1
romething Infinitely tragic. It is &
pititul perfod to a life that is woven
like a brightly colored thread
through the lurid tapestry of Chi-
na‘s revolutionary years

d as
events go_today Ta as remote
as early n-bymmn~uul: Met-ling

learn

about the West. xn 1908 at the age
of nine she left her home and h!r

ted
nbout chmu-nny and progress in
the United B
It was m m when the zeal

ters went first to ‘Wesleyan Col-
h.e for Women in Macon,
s Emily H'mru the

-wry in “The
that_beginnl

The middle sister married Sun
Yat-sen, leader of Chi revolu-
widow, ame Sun

has devoted her life to unhuldlm
high

what she belleved to be
ideals.
This has not been exyiio to do. Ac-
reports China,
Madame Sun has nnm been dis-
tressed by the repression ‘and the
cormpuon of the cmuu Kai-shek
e. Once ot she spoke
out but for the part she has
been silent. Her llll.er. leﬁ-llnl was
the wife of Chiai
Until the vr!mu moment, per-
haps the greatest

n
‘The break followed the Communist
intention, spurred by  Russian
agents. to confiscate all praperly
Un w um point Chian;
ers  had hellevrd "that
future lay in friendship
the Soviet Union and & modi-
munism.

There I no room
¢ to feel self-righteous,

Madame Sun went

the Kuomintang, the political par-
ty her husband founded, was. in

mh!uﬂl s revolu

and
Tosieat in' T sociat platiorm; with-
out their support, political issues
are vague. If we adopt w policy
that weakens these supports, we
shake the very foundation of
party, bets

must not bet peopl
bullt up tn them a grea
“have placed in
Now that
arrived

sentlally to

America fs

BLAME TO BE SHARED
‘That problem is to save what

te
rection. The Nationalist armies are
‘Commu-

nn.hhad
the bitter years' of
I Madame

Wurld War 11
repeatedly s,
pealed for helv from Wi uh.lqv:
where the war in China was always
subordinated to other fronts. What
haj after Yalta seemed a de-
liberate betrayal of the hopes of
Nationalist China. Let's be honest.
here for anyone
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Enter Baldwin’s Ghost

YWHAT 18 now going on is s
rists within tra-
tion uunp-nblo to the crisis mt
tary Marshall's

vard p&t» At thal time, me
question was whether to pretend to
tgnore the increasing menace of
Saviet policy. or to Idopl. the
ccunter-measure of the European
Recovery Program. And at that
time, President Truman made his
choice boldly, firmly and with wise
vision,

Adoption of ERP, passage of the
draft, launching of re-armament,
last year seemed to the
President to an all-out effort to
stabllize the desperately dangerous
world situation. "But even then, It
was clear that the increasing costs
of American re-armament. plus the
need for such further steps as the
Atlantic Pact and peacetime lend-
lease for Western . would
eventually confront the President
with another difficult choice.
WHICH WAY?

This choice is the issue in the

imposed to prevent for-
elgn and defense spending from
precipitating a serious further in-
flation.y We can either have busi-
ual, or a developing for-
eign and defense palicy. We can
not any longer have both. And if

we do not go forward on the for-
eign and defense fronts, we shall
automatically go backward, losing
ground disastrously

‘The choice is essentially the
same that confronted Btanley
Baldwin, when Winston Churchill
and other British leaders visited
him. in solemn depwRation, to warn
of Hitler's re-armament.
rious thing Is. in m- u lne m-l-
dent’s past record.
to be seriously oomldtrll\.l ‘making

2
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Bee ALSOPS on page 5-A

State Dept. Credited With Army Coup

Merry-Go-Round
WABHINGTON

E latest Latin-American military coup, which overthrew
the government of popular President Romulo Gallegos in
Venezuela, can be laid directly on the doorstep of the State

Oct. 30, lexs than 24 hours after a similar army up-
rising had started in Peru. the State Dept. formally agreed
to hold Joint consultation with Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuels

and Chiie before any of them would decide whether Lo recog-
nize |he new Peruvian regime.

promise to this effect was given personally by Paul
D-nmn chief of the State Dept's American Republics Dl-
vision. The ambassadors of the four countries named al
who talked to him. immediately transmitted this word "
their respective capitals.

But three days Inter. ummul any warning to these gov-
ernments, the United Stal that it would “con-
tinue normal relations” with the Peruvian miltary junta
Our neighbors were too flabbergusted to

an idea. It was not
that a woman could be comfortable and
presentable at the same time, he reasoned.
He sought ways to dress the housewife so
that she could work the vacuum and wash
the dishes without giving an imitation of &
busted couch. Considering the varying sizes
and shapes of American matrons, he has
managed to work out a compromise that
improves their appeasance without utterly
destroying their utility arourid the house.
If house dresses are not high fashion, they
are no longer the lowest of the low. And
the woman who rocks the cradle and tends
the stove can pursue her activities so clad
that she need not dread even the acid test,
an unexpected visit from the most censori-
ous member of her bridge club.

A man who hunts trouble always finds it,
x psychologist. Not if {t's in the igni-
system.—Fort Myers (Rg.) News-Press.

pe-k
What has now happened In Venezuela—and will soon
take olace In other Latin-Amercian republics—is the direct

a3 to what was bmnn', 2 he uhled Col. Marlo Vargas, In-
spector-Generat of the come home from Saranac
Lake. N. Y.. where he m
Organired labor, led by the powerful ofl workers' union.
that 300,000 workers
yould back Osllegos “by sny means the circumstances may
require” And Col. Vargas, supposedly loyal to the Gov-
ernment, arrived In Caracas Nov. 23.

,
State Department’s Reversal

Hl went at once to consult with the President. By then.

even the COPEI leaders thought them selves defeated.

and were prepared to accept Gallegos' compromise offer. But
the fatal moment for the administration came when Col.
Vargas. after 'uvma OGallegos’ office, went to consult with
fellow Army office:

The first 'Nn( lhﬂ told him (which Vargas hadnt
known) was that the U. State Dept. had turned its back
on QGallegos In the Peruvhn question lnﬂ after promising
him joint consultation. had proceeds recognize the Peru-
vian , lhey mrgued. Il.h ‘Washington's

product of this muedme sl- Ml
ftarists, hungry for power all over the hemisphere, in effect
hlve been given the green lum by Washington.

The polit h in Venezuela, which began to shape up

some weeks h already been solved. more or less to
ever)onen satisfaction, when suddenly the Army moved in.
How The Mllll)ry Operated
Hm is the fnside story of just how and why they op-
President Gallegos. elected by the overwhelming majority

of 72 per cent of the votes was a personal friend of President
Truman, had traveled with him last Spring to Bnuv-r Mo

A few weeks ago Gallegor had refused to be bluffed by an
from the PEI Cc Y.
supported by falf a dozen top Army officers that he re-

organize the Cabinet and give half the Cabinet posts to
co!

P
Gallegos flatly refused. but did offer COPEI two port-
folios, with two others going to independents. (Hu Cabinet
since taking office last February had been
clusively of men from his own party. Accion Democraticas
At the same time, President Gallegos made two other
moves: 1, he had labor unions throughout the country advised

This,
lack of confidence in the Gallegos regime and also its passive
willingness to see the military take over wherever leftists
were t00 strong.

The military men _told vmn that Comm
leaders now controlled Gallegos. also
Jan. 20. when Truman's second ldmlnhmuun was in omm.
it might be harder to get an Army coup recognized in Vene-

Col. Vargas went back to see President Gallegos that
evening and asked him if mu version of the way wnmu-
ton handled the Peruvian lasue was true. the Presiden!
confirmed It, Vargas told him frankly that he could no
longer support the Government,

One hour Iater. Vargas was with other Army brass.
planniag the coup. It came off smoothly. thanks largely to
the general belief throuzhout Venezuela that the earlier
COPEI crisis was over Venezuelan labor unions had
» chance to rally anywhere. they found themselves facing
tanks and machine §iigs at every corer.

Argentina’s Joker
WHD' the State Dept. announced it was maintamning re-
lations with the Peruvian dictatorship, it cited the reso-

lution adopted at the Bogota Conference last Apﬂl on "-'
tinuity of diplomatic_relations.” Most
it but that little joker was Argentins’

despite strong protests to
of five other coun

Leaving aside the doubtful wisdom of our suppors for
the Peron resolution, Latin-American diplomats are mow
asking two very tough questions:

1. If we Intend to adhere strictly to the Peron resofu-
tion, why did we promise Venesuela, Chile, Colombis and
Ecusdor to consult with them before’recopnisipg the Pefu-
vian dictatorship?

Having given our word, why did we break it '&IH
days later?

OTE—The fall of President Gallegos is a double blow to
American prestige. Not only did he travel with Truman to
t to Simon Bolivar but

Bolivar, Mo., to dedicate a monumfen!
he was wined an in the

Merry-Go-Round
TR B Stis o s

grounds, Los N. M., Dec 13,
man Clare Hoffman is -nmnl
J. Edgar

4
g
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a Unity Day dinner on Jan.-20

is inaugurated) and using the money for the vnhed Nations

appeal for children” The Richmond (Calif.) Counefl on

Inter-Group Relations is among them.

one of the wealthlest men in America, always prowls around
a danger reasing

reported. He al

Jim s now envoy to Argentina. .

Deddling papers in the N. Y. mvny
Winchell predicts about



