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GREGG CHERRY—A GOOD GOVERNOR

NY summation of Governor R. Gregg
Cherry's administration must neces-

sarily delve closely into his character since
the atmosphere of the regime was estab-
lished by that gentleman’s forceful person-
ality.

Perhaps the most conclse expreasion of
the Governor's personality was con!
in an answer he gave newsmen at a_press
conference recently. Would the Governor
feel sorrowful at the prospect of living in &
rented house agaln after occupying the
luxurious executive mansion for four years,
asked veteran Capital reporter Tom Bost?
‘Not at all” the Governor answered
quickly “I've never gotten so high I could
not get back down without getting hurt.”

Those two sentences tell a great deal
about the retiring Governor of North Caro-
lina. Essentially, he is 2 man of real humil-
ity, but at the same time his own unpre-
tentiousness makes him able to unvell pre-
tension in others. Those people who say the
Governor is as easy to approach and chat
with as the Capito] janitor are entirely
eorrect, but they might also add that he
ean unstuff a stuffed shirt or prick the
balloon of pompousness as quickly as a
squirre! cracks a nut. Through his early
life on the farm and his later success as &
lawyer, he kept himself closely identified
with the hopes and fears and aspirations
of the plain people. He has ridden with
the mighty. but it has not turned his head.

This quality alone does not make & suc-

cessful gubernatorial administration, but
1t 13 one of the very real characteristics of
greatness which the retiring Governor has
1n large quantities. Besides, he has the cool
courage of the soldier, an ingratiating per-
sonality and a sense of humor unparalleled
in North Carolina or the South.

‘There will be some critics of the admin-
istration who say that the Governor has
been too cautious and conservative. They
will be offset by those people who rightly

proclaim that he always managed to keep
his feet on the ground. The Cherry regime
was characterized by the sane and well

balanced point of view inherent in the
man himself

This is exemplified in the Governor's
sensible view that good Democrats nu‘mw
fight their battles "inside the y.
philosophy pald off excellent dlﬂﬂ.nd‘.
Mr. Cherry long ago expressed such sentl-
ment — long before civil rights became an
issue — and when that controversy ap-
peared on the scene early last year, he had
his large feet firmly on the ground. They
stayed right there through the ensuing
furor which split the S8outh wide open, and
left several factions embarrassingly wav-
ing banners of a feeble splinter movement.
When several would-be lynchers sought to
flout the law, Mr. Cherry Informed them
of Its sanctity in a loud, unfrightened
voice, thereby damaging hls popularity
among the bigoted but enhancing it one-

wamong the

The Cherry administration has been
characterized by this sane, feet-on-the-
ground point of view. At the same time the
accomplishments of the regime In terms of
statistics show that a large number of
good things were done in four years of bal-
anced government. The Governor himself
took the greatest interest In the assistance
he gave the State's hospitals and mental
institutions. He told the press recently that
he wanted to be remembered most of all
for that. Even the Incoming Governor, Mr.
Bcott, recently observeq that the Cherry
administration did a remarkably able job
on the State's roads during a period when
demands for services exceeded facilities
for filling them. The school forces have
been yelping at the Governor's heels re-
cently, but they would be the first to ad-
mit that the school appropriations have
risen more during the last four years than
at any time In many decades.

The common sense philosophy of the
Cherry administration will be appreciated
more as the years pass. He has continued
North Carolina’s tradition of “Good Gov-
ernors” and the welfare of the State has
been bettered because he passed Lhis way.

WELCOME TO NEW RESIDENTS

NY greeting to the 15,000-odd perime-

ter area residents who automatically
become citizens of Charlotte with the turn
of the year Friday night runs the risk of
falling slightly flat. In many respects the
new residents are gaining a good deal less
from the deal than the City of Charlotte s
gaining. and if they are somewhat less
than exuberant about thelr new status, It
would be understandable.

Nevertheless, we would take that risk and
extend to them a hearty welcome and s
hope that their new urban status will be

5mm-a enjoyable than it appears at first.

City. living has its material advantages,
all right, though some of them won't be
felt untll the city grows even further.
‘There are such things as lower fire insur-
ance on buildings, lower water rates, bet-
ter garbage disposal and sewage systems,
somewhat better educational and trans-
portation facilities &nd fire protection.
These are not net gains, for there's the
little matter of a higher tax rate.

1In turn the perimeter residents are los-
ing that semi-bucolic existence for which
many an apartment dweller yearns, and

LICENSING BOARDS

F there is any one thing clear in the

muddled confused licensing board sys-
tem in this state, it s that there should be
more system.

Charlotte’s Frank Sims opened fire in

they’ll be annoyed by little things like City
licenses for .their autos and dogs. building
permits, and smoke control rules. They
won't realize it at first, but they'll find out
eventuslly that Mecklenburg County and
the State of North Carolina will not be
nearly -ouolu:lwun of their welfare. now
that they're no longer rural folks, and that
they will join the urbanites in !endln’ for
themselves.

Be that as it may, they will be a distinct
new asset for the City of Charlotte which
has grown to be the largest and most pros-
perous city of the Carolinas by just such
extensions of the ety limits as the present
one. here: the record of Charlotte’s
growth:

. Arealn
Date Square Miles Population
1888 223 8405
1507 1276 791
1924 2 51986
10 82,100

] (Estimated) 130,000

'l'hus the city passes another milestone
in its long and aggressive history. Bol-
stered by the new bloc of substantial. prop-
erty-owning residents, it should go on to
even better things. We welcome them.

td

that, In the interest of good and just gov=
ernment, the boards would have to be su-
pervised by one central authority: a “gen-
eral licensing board". The General Li-
censing Board would consist of one full-
time the Attorney General, the

1947 on the lax,
through which urlmu trades and profes-
sions “regulate” themselves. He called for
the establishment of a commission to ex-
amine the 21 different boards, which range
from doctors to photographers. It was ob-
vious to Representative Sims. as it mu
have been obvious to all legislators. that
some of these boards were using their
status as officlal State agencies to protect
themselves from competition.

The commission jnvestigated. Under
Rowan County's George R. Uzzell it held
public hearings, turned up a crow’s nest of
complaints, confusion and — finally —
complacency Everyone knew that the Le
islature had erred seriously in its haphaz-
ard creation without policy of 21 boards,
controlled largely by professionals and
tradesmen. to examine, license and mete
out punishment. But complaints from the
public were few, probably because Tar
Heels are not yet acquainted with the
faults of the system.

The commission, after months of study,
decided it would do something about it. It
reported to Governor Cherry in October

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch

State Health Officer and the Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction. The Individual
boards would continue as they are, but the
General Board would serve as an “appeliate
court” for them, would supérvise their ex-
penditures and serve as an agency through
which the public could keep its finger on
what private interests were up to.

This will help, but more is needed. First,
there is serious doubt about the constitu-
tionality of some of the boards which are
not substantially related to the public
health, safety. morals and general welfare.
Those of dublous legality and necessity
should be abolished completely.

Aftef the culling. standard methods of
appojitment, supervision. auditing. fees,
dispdsition of moneys, criminal penaltles,
record-keeping, and enforcement should
be drawn up by the Legislature and made
applicable to all the boards. .

Then. and only then, will the new “super
board” be able to reassure the public that
the licensing boards are being operated for
the benefit of the public and not for their
own trades or professions.

PERSIMMONS AND CATFISH

‘ AYBE that fellow who was found liv-
B ing in the woods near F-yetuvﬂl(.

managed (n the past two decades to get
away from Inflation, defiation. nuclear fis-
slon, warfare,

N. C. in a lean-to made of q
cardboard, has something. Hr sald he'd
been there for twenty years. dining on per-
stmmon pudding and catfish stew, with an
occasional possum or rabbit. The newsmen
who saw and photographed him described
him as being in “apparent good health and
spirita”

It this 73-year-old Tar Heel recluse has

bembln‘ ratloning. price conlml. the Po-
litburo the Cominform, Hitler, Mussolinl,
Tojo and Franco. there are probably about
40.000 ple who would like to change
places with him sight unseen—persimmon
pudding, catfish stew, quilt-covered card-
board. and all.
The line forms on the right. ~

b

‘Sh! Pretty Soon It Will All Be Over'

A News Editorial Feature

The Guild System--1948 Model -

WHEN North Carolina's legulators gather in
Raleigh next week to spend several months In
their part-time function as lawmakers they will fina
 persistent group of real estate men, watchmakers,
roadbulders. funeral directors and dancing teachers
walting for them.

And what. you might ask. do the members of this
variegated assembly have in common? This: they
want to get in on North Carolina's Juicy licensing
board system.

A licensing board is a group of men or women
who elther pass or reject applicants who wish to

mine whether or not the applicant is u\ulmtd s
enter the field.

Davis’ Articles
'HESTER 8. DAVIS, Winston-Salem Journal and

state vive_and_ Americantze, ihe
old zulvp«l guild system.” The gul stem estab-

a “protective soclety” which, keeping
mw men “trade or umtemom created an

which are required to maké reports sometimes for-
get or ignore them.

The logic In requiring some boards Lo Keep the
governor and the treasurer posted, while others are
permitted to take care of public money without sudit,
is not clear.

1s the “policing” system of the boards com-
pletely understandable. While an unlicensed veteri-
narian. for instance, practicing his trade in North
Carolina can be sent to prison for 30
can pull teeth and fill cavities without
risk no more than a §50 fine.

Other Inconsistencies

R. a3 Mr. Davis says, "an unlicensed tile-layer
can be punished with greater severi

called
{p to ald pérsons Injured when that bulldl.nl col-
Iapsed =

Purthermore. that butlding would have to xuu
been bullt at & cost of more than $15.000 or
architect would not be liable at all. If you uum .
home for $14,000 and it fell lbou(. your head on the
mu you moved sn lhr State Board would not punish
hitect who designed it for you

srtificlal scarcity of. say.
thus putting the value of a carpenter of a shoemaker

sta hmm 'ryremlum
system was destroyed: it

had la be destroyed ‘ince 1t hamstrung the economy
of any nommunily where it appeared
petent (nves

was a gel
to the people. believes the
tem will. 1If it is not checked.
become the same sort of menace to North Carolina’x
economy that the guild system became to that of

European countries.
In North Carolina these groups operate licensing
boards as agencles of the state: doctors. dentists,
teo-

nurses. ost
paths, optometrists, architects, chiropractors. chirop-
odists (foot doctors). engineers and land- surveyors
accountants, barbers,
heating contractors. lawyers. cosmetic!

raphers, tile contractors and electrical contractors.
these boards were established ostensi-
bly to protect the public welfare. Some of them—

notably the medical. law. dental and pharmacy boards
~have made an attempt fo do %0. The unfortunate
truth w. however, that more often than not these

e “protected” their trades rp er tnan -

Dublk

Legal Standing

O’ course there can be no objection to members of
business groups. trade groups. professional groups

forming private assoclatic these licensing
are governmeft agencies. establishéd under

rule of the Legislature. empowered with the right to

punish by fine or by prison and empowered to collect

of finance: one such bosrd—the State Board of
Cosmetic Art—had in 1947. a surplus of $33.986.73
That was public money and the Board. with offices In
Charlotte, did make & reort to the Governor and
present an audi lo the State Treasurer But only
twelve of the 21 boards are required to make such &
report and audit. Mr. Davis suggests that the twelve

Drew Pearson’s

. we can increase this by a substanti:

A review ‘of the background and rules of the
.bmml will provide many cases that would give A
citizen good cause lo raise an eyebrow.

The uncertaints and confusion of the licensing
system in North Carolina—and North Carolina has
more licensing boards than any other sf
altrouted fo the haphazard manner in which the
bourds have been esta They have come into

s ax s vemalt o efforta by prossure aroups. whicn
have. caused the leglsiators to create  unintentionlly,

a governmental monster with which they will have 10
deal In this session of the General Assembty.

People s Platlorm
Campmgn A Success

Editors Thr New:
N behalf of the Mecklenburg Tuberculosis Assocla-
tion. may T express to vou our most sincere ap-

preciation for helping put our drive across We hav

felt that through the splendio co-overation of sour
organization. It meant much to inform the pubdlic of
this dread disease. Your organization did just that
thing, and we appreciate It because if it had not
been for this splendid work I doubt very seriously
whether we would have gone over the top in our
camonign

Whatever additional funds we recelve. you and
vour fine new n be assured that we shall use
them to the best of our ability Lo incre rvices
which we are now rendering _After all, our budget of
$24.500 was only a minimum budget. and we feel that
sum and that
we will be able to do more to discover this dread
disease o that during fhe coming vear we will not
have 43 peovle In Mecklenburg County

Agaln. many thanks for vour helv “Witn every
good wish for a prosperous new vear. I am. sincerely

yours
A L. BECHTOLD. Chatrmrn
Mecklenburg County
Tuberculosts Assecla

CHARLOTTE

John M. Hightower

Foreign Policy Issue

‘WASHINGTON  fact. because = of /; Generalissime
United Btates geems likely to  Ohiang's long string of defests 84
give its anti-Commi allies the Communista, m
in cester ween $3,. United States earlier this
X um um,mm wor outisy of $70.-
of arms ne; 000,000 for
ot i of what the Europeans duced help to stricken China to
In way of military equip- it relief and  $135,000,000
ment s already svaliable & Avmy, ¥orih of milliary ‘amistanes.
Navy and Air storehouses. 1t BASIC PRINCIPLES
can be shipped abroad at a fraction three g
of ita original cost. gether lllustrate basic prinel-
President Truman therefore 1s ! United Statas has
expected to ask Congress to appro- developed during the cold war years
priate only about $1.000,000.000 for ing first (o block. thn 10 Ye-
the pean rearmament program Verse the tide of Communism. .
,nunn;themvmuln begin-  In the first place thers s Secre-
wing next July 1 tary of State Marshalls ides of
mount would cover u“_ Lmitation: American
.,.,, ,mm other 81 expressed In terms .
as well 85 any Dew tems thai  power. and" military -economic Te-
be bought. - sources cannot be equally strong In
D,mm,.,m”mphk every threatened part of the world.
but top officials say thes ‘feel con- It must be strongest. whers, the
fident c«,,_ will \approve m. threat to American security
e Ly potot
nr. This to the second
It will pose one of that in a time of conflict with an-
the grest foreign policy issues of Other major powss, the = grest”
the new weight of American must be
THI on the side of . And when
security s the primary objective,
American military outlays abroad idealism must be secondary. Per
slso will focus attention on example, It ia considered more im-
question of t this “country t to improve the industrial
yanis In the world snd bow it pro- autpat of western y than
Ppaces to get it. These three to try to industrialize Latin Ameri-
"The Berlln airliit. The cost »f an or Indla at this
supplying  Soviet-blockaded Berlin t explains why the adminis-
by air ls going to fun tne Air tration is fairly calm about  the
Porce between $70.000,000 an threat of an all-Communist Ohina.
mmmwthml«rmth‘:l Similar  Communist
year. By asl to vote western Europe would throw
{his much mpre money befors June ernment into s warlike crists.
2. 'l'r\lmnnuunmoune and fundamental prin-
vmuunum- lawmakers to ciple is that the cold war is not s
mu.umpmxumnmyu fight between the United 'States
tion to stick in  and alone; it is & struggle
Berlin in the fice of terrific Rus- between the Communist world snd
get us out. the 'm democratic world. A
3. Oreek-Turkish ald. President malority of thé countries in the
is decide United Nations now -
size of the next Greek-Turkish aid line up on the western' side.’
E:cn; visers hy uobumn to builld up their ece-
- homic military to match
erease of around ten per cent aboveé wamm
this year's $325,000,000 50 that their foroe in the world will
The Greck-Turkish program la the create s definite and real belsnes
key the sgainst Russis. 5
Middle East. Politically it is the _ Still another factor is the State
heart of the Truman Dept.’s conviction that the
helping _ tree Daticoa s Rue ave other cotphries
against can only help them save them-
munist pmnn- umurny It s the l_;hu- +
tegists e feeling about the Chinese
eel is needed to keep Greece and Chiang is that they have
. X it a proved incapable ‘of saving them-
Communist invasion of the Middle Bselves. 1f Chiang-were able to pull
East and flank of off a military miracle aganst his
Europe. Communist foes, he might sudden-
3 y. Iy find the doors of the American
The administration has $400,000.000 arsenal opening to him again. 1f he
pend on military and civillan  cannot produce that miracle Amere
ald to China this year. Despite the ican ald to China next year—or te

any real ald program next year. In
Marquis Childs

Hoover Reports

hd d it of Eind. Th Y-

OMETHING has gone wrong with  §ree but of . The
S the tme michine A mem ture of social security, lsbor legis-
amed Dewey was pmwu hllv:'h::ld public-power ﬁ.nbw
u.mn: Just about now ke TN s7own up since Hoover's

over the government in Wllh!n[-

ton. and 1 the nam e~ Al with this the ioover
bert Hoover Is In the g,,m.,,.,, conviction that & New D:h.r s
headlines. 3

As with mm_un- he has done, While this is a od by
the report of the Hoover, Qommis- many of Hoover’s generation, and
slon on the rvomn!n “ol the Of tedly of have
governmen be a work'of mon- "epes they -
umental thoroughness. That. as a id last Nov. 2, that they favor the
matter of fact may be one of it ew ‘Deal.

n

The final report will be bassd on

At the age of 74 Hoover
worked and

the studles made bv the task forces comm that bears his name. It
assigned o analyze individual has been a labor of love carried out
phases of Operation Wa: uman In the deep conviction. some-
These studies are one. and preferably someone with
scope and often ne i eir ho to right the

p chanves. rious f govern
There can b+ no doubt thit re- nnmealualy atter nhe November
t President

forms are needed In the lush and slection It ‘was sald tha
Truman would no

it

undiseinlined erowth of govern- ignore  the
ment. Waste and have Hraver That was
gone elong with the erea'lv ex- nfMir to Mr. has
panded functions of the Federal shown a friendly interest in the
mechine. work of the Hoover

i But whether the -m-nkl-l = When the report appears, it will
forms cai

inclusive and arbitrary—ls » q
tion. And It is just here that !
personality and predictions of the
chatrman of the commission enter

agrant
vast amount of effort 'lll h.ln
been wasted.

Congress appropriated nearly $3.-

Next March it will o muen 000000 to carry out the Hoover
Fears aince Herbert rode  study. The publl reports of the
ennsylvania Ave O “bitterly  sevarate task forces ' wAll to
dumw-luncd and unhanoy man he- about 2000000 words. The Perdi-
his  successor. in nand Ebers

Roosevelt. While the rancor of the
has passed. thanks oartly to the
friendly relationship established by n
jident Truman. Hoover is basic- No blueprint.
vnchanged hensive and vast
'ro Jewin with Hoorer ieems to fovernment overnight”

" he was
President. I jeality, the differ-

U.S. Had Advance Notice Of Dutch War

reared

lowever ' compre-
cqn_ transform

But impor-

Hoover's debt for them.

Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

NSIDE fact about the Indonesian war is that the United

Btates recelved ample advance notice It was coming.

Merle’ Cochran, American member of the United Nations
Good Offices Committee in Indonesia. warned the State
Dept. by cable one month before the attack. He reported
that the Dutch were piling up sunplies—most of them made
In America—nrenaring to wipe up the Tndonesian Reoublic,
even while the U. N. mediators were (rying to settle the
dispute.

Cochran aqueried the Dulch regarding their activity but
ot waved aside with the bland reol that the Dutch Army
was nreparing for “routine maneuvers

But bossibly because of his mqumn Dutch representa-
tives in Washington were more frank. Thev informed batn
the State Deot. and the U. s Jolnt Chlefs. of Staff that
Republic and

were ulnnnln[ - revolt in reh

11" this revolt war mucceasful the Communista would use
Java and Sumatra as & base to take over British Malaya,
Borneo and the Philippines. Therefore, concluded the Dutch.
they planned to take “police measures” in advance.

It so happens that the registered Communist vote In
Holland itself st the last election was ten per cent, and U. 8.
observers say that the Communist percentage in Indonesia

er, U. 8

reaction was mixed. The State Dept.

Certaln U. S. military men. o her hand. in effect
winked. “Police action.” they indicated (o the Duteh. ‘was
#n internal problem of na concern e United States.

Truman’s Military Pals

Lonruc'r between the U. 8. military and the State Dept. *

of course. nothing new. And the above llustrates
what has happened to U. 8. foreign ucllcy time and sgain
ever since President n office " In Qe in
China. in Argentina and In Spaiff. the President nas let the
military influence sometimes dominate. his remm policy.
tely after the Dutch attacked, the Btate Dept,

belatedly wide awake. drafted  xtrong note to The Nether-
lands. It was just as strong as the Australian statement at
the United Nationa

When the note was sent to the White Houss, however
the President toned it down.  Again the military ggre sus-
pected

But even in Itx revised form. the American protest put
the Dutch almost In the same category as the Hitlers and
Mussolinis in their wrecking of the League of Nations. It
len breuht howls nf private anguish from the Dutch.

The Dutch Wail

LA!‘T week Dutch representatives called on U. S officials
meain  They were up in arms over curtailment of Mar—

shall Plan aid to Indonesis—even though this alap on the

wrist sounds much louder than it hurts.

Actually the State Dept. has curtalled only $14.000.000 of
unspent ECA ald to Indonesia. The ining $47 .000
has already been committed and will not be cut nﬂ—l-h“h
most of it could be Purthermore, our huge $350.000.000 ECA
allotment to Holllnd stll] stands—even though mmm
of this amount is passed on to Indonesia.

Nevertheless. the Dutch were irate. Without attempting
1o quote them direct. the gist of what they sald was this:

We dont understand vour policy. You spend ﬂvz and
l half billions to fight Communism in Europe. yet in the

r East vou support Communism. WP wouldn't be in the

Weﬂrm Pact 1f vou hadnt asked us to get In. We roul
have been neu'ral In the last war. and we could be neutral
in the next. We don't want 'n have our countrv overrun
by the Russians as It was by Hitler.

We realize that thix Western Furopean Pact is largely
for the defense of the United States and that we are
essential to It 8o If the United States is goine to cut off

Plan aid because of Indones we might begin
We don't want to. but we may

warming up to the Russians
have to

8o far 1t doesn't look as if the President s |mn|7 be

by Dutch thrests, Mr. Truman may make

mistakes,
but the last thing he does s scare easy. He's much more
Iikely to get his beckbone up.

United Nations At Stake

Fohme

rather

(ERMORE the State Dept. Is eonvinced that Dutch

tacties in Indonesia are likelv to foment Communism

than block It. The Indonesian Republic represents

middle-of- er--md natives who ﬂoﬂ" want
Dutch. Imnatis

have sieved lnu- Com

nee

East 1n4m onlv seven per ce

Communism any
D\M wlﬂ'l’lll wﬂdﬂ
munist for
» Drtch have increased the llulwy of t.hl Mh

uring the United Nations mediation. the Dutch were 0

o
highhanded that U. 8. mediator Dr. Frank

of the
e

Itned ang dined by
fewpolnt.
fact thal

distant

Tiniversity of Nerth Carolina, got fed up and went
laces duBots. protested

For s long time State Dept. offichls in Washington,

But now they hat awakened to
¥ the teeun 13 fac more Imnortant than revolt In r.h-

South ®acific. Por it

involves
a grogp of nations banded together as the United Nations
cAn prevent #ar.

1
at the

on,the el
Y

the ;umemv of the United Nations is to bn flouted
wh ! anv member. then work might as well
constructed in lu-

i

. home now

ork. Por it vlllbeccme]mtnulmnunm
home in Geneva—another monument to the selfishness
pettiness of man. .

of the
stop

mnun-un« lfl‘lum helpod (n the umm-ulu

NOTE—|
U. N. by retusing to
litles.



