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DISFRANCHISING NEW CITIZENS

'Im absorption of several perimeter
areas by the City of Charlotte next
month has focused attention once again
on the enormously complicated structure
of our State election laws.

North Carolina law requires that a voter
must have lived for four months in the
township, precinct, or ward of his resi-
dence before he can cast a ballot there in
any election. Those residents of the perim-
eter area have been voting in County,
State and general elections, but never be-
fore in a City election. On January 1 they
will become citizens of Charlotte. In April,
2 municipal primary will be held: in May,
a municipal election. Under & strict. in-
terpretation of the law, they weuld notbe
permfited to participate in the primary.
And because of the time-span required for
three registration days and a challenge
day, perhaps they could not even take part
in the general City election.

This tricky angle was brought fo public
attention by attorneys studying a proposed
bond issue for a bigger and better system
of parks for Charlotte. The attorneys
pointed out that the bond election might
not be strictly legal unless it were delgyed

until May or later when the new residents
would be fully qualified to vote.

Bond lssues are one thing, but political
elections are another. The former depend
upon absolute legality for their acceptance
by investors, and if the bond issue is to be
a gold-plated one, there must not be the
slightest suspicion of irregularity. But no
tricky provision of the law should be per-
mitted to distranchise any large bloc of
voters.

The perimeter area residents did pot ask
to become a part of the City of Charlotte.
They were voted In by the majority. They
have not moved their residences from
one precinct to another. The precincts
have been moved. By no stretch of the
imagination should they be considered dis-
franchised.

Plans have already beerjy made to get &
special ruling on this question from At-
torney-General McMullen, and Mayor Bax-
ter has promised to seek a special act of
the General Assembly, if necessary, either
to qualify the voters or delay the municipal
election until they become quajified. Com-
mon sense and a spirit of fair play would
dictate such a course.

CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIONS

ESPITE the eager headline-hunting,

gang-busting tactics of the House
Committee on Un-American Activities,
‘which have confused and amused the pop-
ulace instead of shedding light on esplon-
age, there is still a very definite place in
the American scheme of things for the
C It
1s essential in the orderly processes of run-
ning our big Government that Congress
have some check on the various depart-
ments and on the way they are doing busi-
ness with public money voted by the Con-
gress. .

as & whole (and there are some good ones)
have suffered a loss of public esteem be-
cause of the un-American procedure the
Un-American Committee has often used.
And committee critics have jumped at the
opportunity to condemn the whole system,
the good and the bad. That would
equivalent to discarding a whole barrel of
apples because of one bad one.

It would seem wiser to find out precisely

which would prevent abuses of 1ndlv|d||u
rights in the future. A good many sugges-
tions have been made along this line, but
one of the best so far is that of the Com-
mittee on the Bill of Rights of the New
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CURTAIN, WITH ORCHIDS AND ONIONS .

Record Budget In Prospect For Next Year

More Spending And Higher Taxes

WASHINGTON

INEXT year's budget may set s pescetime record and
wlu nroblbl) (oqulre highar laxes to keep the

& Congressional Quarterly

l‘urvey Yot \he Omrunmmu financial prospects shows.

If Treasury estimates are correct, there may even
be a deficit In the current (1949) fliscal year ending
next June 30, though the books won't show
$3 billion of this year's forelgn aid nwnmn( has 8l
readv been charged off against last year'’s whopping
surplus.

Spending this year, lncludmi st tor doreign
ald, will amount to about The Budget
Bureau estimates revenue at un-l biion The Con-
gressional Joint. Committee on Internal Reveme dis-
agrees. Its experts say revenue ought to reacn
$44 billion

Almost all the experts who are willing to ‘alk

agree on one however. Spending in fiscal
1950 1 going up considerably (maybe to $45 billion
or m lnﬂ taxes will pmn-my have to o up, too

Such a system would undoubtedly restore
dignity to

vestigations, and would protect innocent
citizens from being tried by publicity; at
the same time, it would not unduly hinder
the committees, some of which already fol-
low similar practices.

President Truman, who has a bad habit
ot shooting from the hip, has already pre-
dicted yle death of the Committee on Un-
Activities. It would be better for

York City Bar
by the New York Times, the committee’s
recommendations, which would be incorp-
orated In a joint resolution by the Con-
gress, are as follows:

THE BATTLE OF IDEAS

HAS been polnted out recently that

the Boviet brand of Communism mov-

ing Westward offers a lower living stand-

ard for the people it swallows up, while in

moving Eastward it can promise an im-

proved standard of living for the popula-
tion masses of the Orient.

This provides still another reason why
the United Nations should welgh carefully
the advisability of pouring new billions
into China to prop up a sagging Govern-
ment.

As strongly pro-Nationalist Time Maga-
zine declared last week, China is a fertile
field for the seeds of Communism. This is
true because she has not yet developed the
stmosphere which provides a good spawn-
ing ground for democracy. “The shift from
eustom functioning as a law to law made
by a legislature,” says Time, “means a tre-
mendous change from the domination of
ideas. doctrine, tradition toward the au-
thority of command, of organization, of
what we call bureaucracy.”

China — cut off from the European
renaissance and torn by constant internal
strife — 1s about 400 years behind the
Western world in her political and eco-
nomie thinking — which makes her ripe
fruit for totalitarianism but rather help-
less to of

the nation if the President would raise his
sights a little, and aim his efforts at a
sensible, and long-needed, plan to improve
the efficiency of such committees.

000.000 of United States arms and supplies
and the advice of a United States military
mission.

That has happened in a country only &
fraction the size of China with all the ben-
efits of Western communication systems
and & cultural to

Quarte: review
of lh! budgel. shows ln:nuea npenalu ‘n prospect in
these

N-uuul Defense—Up at least 814 billion on the
basia of the President’s $15 billion cetling on over-all
expenditures.

hm.n Ald—Up $1 billion or 5o

Interest on the Publie Debt—Up $100 mullion,
maybe more.
. Houmng, Education—Up possibly $360
million if Congress approves the President’s program
ull.

Public Works—Up an_unpredictable amount for
public works planning, leral power transmission
Ilnel and power plants, all Included in Truman pro-

ram. Up a further amount because of new proj-

s authorized BOth Congress—flood control,

rivers and harbors, airports, highways, and ship-
building.
Agriculture—Up mavbe several hundred million

because of continued higit-level farm price supports,
increased autharizations for REA loans and sofl con-
servation payments
usiness and Labor—Up perhaps $120 million for
adminiatration of an anti-inflation program and ex-
pansion of Dept.
few sources of savings—which appear insuffi-
clent to offset these Increases—are
Office—H'gher rates,
wipe out 8550 millin deflcit.

reorganization may

the West. Why should the United States
anticipate better results in China where
‘the odds are doubled or tripled against
success and the people themselves have
lost confidence in thelr old leaders?

‘This advocacy of non-intervention is not
with the

the “wave of the future” groups in Lhe
United States prior to the Becond World
War when German might seemed invin-
cible. It is rather based on the thesis that
we need to maka the best possible use of
our resources and apply our assistance
where It will accomplish the most.

The fact that Russia can make more
headway among the backward people of
the Orlent than she can among the more
highly educated and prosperous nations of
the West is our bright hope for the future.
It indicates that although China may be
conquered for an interval by totalitarian
philosophy. she may achieve out of that
experience the background she needs to

‘Western democracy.

“This is the real tragedy of China at this
Juncture of history. 8he appears supremely
ready for what the Cammunists have to
offer and notoriously unprepared for what
we want her to accept

What the Western powers need more
than anything else is to understand that
the China we want to help needs far more
than our Western weapons. They are feeble
defense in the face of the ideological at-
tack from the Soviet Union. In fact, we
would do best not to send the war-making
‘weapons at all unless we can at the same
time embark on a vast campaign to send
with them the full flowering of Western
ideas and political thinking. Without that
China 15 lost to the West

EFORE we sink new billions into China,

it would be appropriate to examine
well President Truman's report. on the
Greek ald program, rendered Congress re-
cently. In it the President says the Greek
Amfy's effortss, to liquidate Communist
guerrilla forces have produced a “military
nlqu:' despite the delivery of $170,-

‘This, in fact, is the big hope of the West-
ern powers on every front. They must work
diligently to spread the ideas of democracy
in the dark corners of the world where. in
fermenting. they will make the backward
people weary of their tyrants and produce
a stimulus toward representative govern-
ment. Russia has erected her urtein

“ primarily to keep these ideas out. Bhe fears

the impact of the West on her people.
Although China may be destined to turn

(which, of course, is
ment in the Orient) still there is hope that
she will soon prepare herself for something
better.

This reasoning may be considered ra-
tionalization In some Qquarters, but It
seems to be complete realism in the face of
the present Chinese situation. If there
were a strong government to assist there,
the situation would be different. But that
cannot be said of Chiang’s. He seems des-
tined to give way to something new—re-

of our intervention or non-inter-
vention.

1 orograms | n.u passed thelr peak,
wont ronl quite s0 much ne
gon ReMRRAs—Stable, oF nigher, taxes will get this one

General
programs, reorganzation might pmduu " savings. But
these could be offset by genera nsion
h for new' revenue Bas sircady led to
these suggestions, all of them. bitterly distastelul o
somebody: excess orofits. taxes; higher normal cor-
taxes; excise taxes: higher individual
come taxes in the upper brackets. eoupled perha
Jith higher exempuons to give the lover brackets &
real

Already the country as a whole Is paying 22 per
Delaware. home of many

glant corporatiots. pays 64 per cent of (e income in
taxes. Huge tobacco tax collections boost

Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round Tl' uman

Carolina's payments to 38 per cent of its income
But North Dakota. with high personal income but
few corporations, pays only 8 per cent.

People’s Platform
Hanging Over An Abyss

Editors, Tnr Nrws .
ANTASTIC weapons tnat wiii make this world &
vestibule of hell are being produced. These
weapons are designed to bring suddén death and de-
struction upon peoles and cities thousands of miles
on the other side of the earth. There will be no dec-
laration of war in the future, only a sudden destruc;
tion that will come without warning, and sweep
millions In an instant into eternity

What is the siznificance of it all? Tt seems the
world situation points with unerring finger to the
close of an epoch of human history . to a strife of such
proportions that the survival of the race will be the
insue at stake. to tne end of this age. to the day of
wrath of Almighty God. and the Revelation of His
Son from Heaven.

The world has entered upon the last phase of Its
history in the present torn before the Judge of all the
canth arises to dexitoy the earth Even now |t seeme
the Judae Is sel. and the door begur

e Tact o the matier s This world ia dying.
It & sick unto death. 1f one has not a Chi
point 'of view and is not s peliever in the Divine
Boverelgnty and the plan and purposes of God,
there 1s not a bright spot anywhere. The world
hangs over an abyss fearful to contemaplate and 1t
hangs hy a thread that only Divine grace and mercy
keeps f-om breakinz

Preachers should preach judgment. It is no
soft Gospel that should be proclaimed today, but
rather the hard, terrifying fact that this world rushes
m to judgment, that every man and woman is going
o stand hefore the judgment seat of
Christ, that eternal destinies are decided there, that
heaven or hell awsits us at the end of the road, and
that the blood of Jesus Christ. and that alone, here
and now. cleanses us from all

There must be a new hote of urgency in the
preaching of todav becuuse the sands of time are
sinking and the blacknets of earth’s darkest night
comes on apace, but It i3 a blackness that will. thank
God, herald the daaning of earth’s Folden days

WARREN W. WOODS.

40-Year-Old Warehouse Firm
CHAI

Editors, Tz News:

E writer has read witn much interest the 60

years of The Charlotte News.

However, The American Storage & Warehouse Co
which was establisned in 1908 was not mentioned mn
the Charlotte Firms Long-Lived. Incidentally, we are
oldest merchandise warehouse in Charlotte and have
seen Charlotte grow from 1906 to the present time.

e are writing this in order that history and
Tecords may be kepl straight

CHARLOTTE

T. E. REA.

(NOTE—The News regrets omission of the Amer-
ican Storage & Warehoure Co. from the list of long-
gatablishied firms in ita story last Saturday—Eitors,
The News.)

Marquis Childs

) WASHINGTON
may be treated later

W on ln !unou- political de-

nunctation, there s little disposi-

of that vast tragedy. Conscientious
on

Few Have Hope

watchdog committee are well aware
of the grim realities behind the col-
lapse of the Nationalist armies.
‘Their calculations show that this
country d the ears
has sent upwards of two billion dol-
lars to China in na of oo und or
another. A large
aid has eventually Tallen 1o the
Commun!
Whole' armies have surrendered

Plln

olena catl fay with any sc-

age of the
£2.000,000000 that ulumnmy ended
in Communist hands, but It is cer-
tainly high,

Republicans who have studied the
situation. are for the most part
agreed, that nothing can be done to
save Chiang Kal-shek at this late
date. An exception Is Rep. Walter
Judd of Minnesota -m lpent many
years In China as
Yiomary. Judd belleves nm it cm-nx
would gﬂ;@hﬂa his  forces In
South a. t area could be
preserved with massive aid from the
United States, sent Immediately by
every possible means.

BLAME ENOUGH

Knowledgeable Republicans such
as Sen. Alexarder Smith of New
Jersey, who hn liven careful lludy
to the China d realize
there is blame manxh 'to go -mna
Part of the responsibility for the
failure of American policy must fall

belabored

Joseph & Stewart Also,

mlm. he could to undermine him-

American policy-makers used ev-
&7, Pomer of perstacion to

Chiang from carry t the kind
of currency reform he Dot tnto el

Quences than the inflation that was

then raging.

This s exactly what has happen-
éft of mid

China
have told of the wave o( defection
among the middle-class, and even

. Chinese who now feel they
have nou.m.mmmmunm
of Communism.

Certainly, grievous have
been made. Decisions at Yal
nu partly from

japanese did
lncu]:\ulhle harm. But thue errors
of judgment were the best
information available to mvamhle

lieve. as part of some sinister plot.
The bl - partisan foreign

pollcv is just as important for Asia
it is for Europe. It Is not y\l clear

What can be savaged in Ghina. Bub

a constructive American

to Southeast Asia becomes m and

“more urgent with the virtual cer-

tainty of s Commi

China.o! h

possible under the
tack and the counterattack of the
past three years.

Controls And Taxes

WASHINGTON
EHIND the White House scenes,
the President’s right and left

wi visers ed in

snother of their languid but em-
bittered struggles. The lssue has

he President’s policy on eco-
nomic controls and taxation. And
the outcome can apparently be sum-
med up in the six bleak words —

::mn. controls and much higher

n these palace baitles, even- the
position of forces is sometimes
Gitiealt to discern exactly.  But
ere are signs. nonetheless, that
the present struggle has shown an
Interesting variation from the pre-
vious pattern.
The leading advocates oI boldness
have been the White House counsel,
and Dr. Leon Key-
serling of thé Beonomic - Advisory

ess in N
vember, 1947, against the virtually
unanimous advice of his Cabinet.
Their position thus remains un-
changed, as does Truman's reliance
upon_them.
1s & change, howover, that the
t has remained largely aloof,
except that Secretary of the Treas-
ury John Snyder has given his
customary advice to go slow. And it
h also (ln Important change that
the chlef ch, ns of caution have
this. time " been D, Keyserling's
chief. the chairman of the Eco-
nomic Advisory Council, Dr. Ed-
win Nourse, and the Director of
the Budget. James Webb. The line-
loses the existence of two
achools of thought about national
policy. both beginning with almost
the same assumptions, but divided
on the crucial points of timing and
range of governmental effort.
GO _FAST

The great advantage of the “go
fast™ faction has been their

vious successes. prior to the Pall
qun last Joar, and the Summer

made by “go group ‘on
those earlier occasions. If they had
regarded the President

controla that he fruitlessly proposed
to now fallen, but once %o
compl mm Eightieth Congress. In
Nawmber m'l nml

on
He means w fight for the program
nce laughed off as mere

h was
elu:unn yur poll 4

He will fight also for much higher
taxes. The Democratic Congression-

tion nat whether taxes must bl
raised.
Titdle lmn: ts !-n-.

rofil
which lnmuqu penalize new en-
terprises with no earlier record of
good revenue. But on the lssue of
the higher corporation taxes favors

ed by the versus excess
profits taxes favored by the “go
fast” faction in the White House,
the advocates of the stronger course
again have the same advantage.
The President recommended an ex-
cess profits tax to the special ses-
sion last Summer.

The mere preservation of consist-
ency is not the only argument be-
ing used for excess profits taxes,
however. Indus! profits have

ral
risen from $123 billion, After taxes
in 1946, which
hug)

e
by a President ]\u( :rlumpmmly re-
elected with a strong sense of man-
date. .

economic controls for which
the President will sk the Eighty-
First Congress are in fact the same

demands. Tux the profits and Bt
the |nnmonnry cycle, has become

the reasoning of the President's “go
fast” advisers when they point
out that In the midst of world cri-
sis, prudence demands strong
measures to prevent any disas-
lmua uplc‘ of lhn vital American

Didn't See Why Dewey Wished Job

WASHINGTON  Parnell Thamas has been relegated {0 the sidelines, and herve
YROVER WHALEN, New Yorkl famous and popular  ¥hats been happening under the two Congressmen—
fer. 1s sale withess to the between AN did not spprove 'mmu- “publicity- seck-
nd Governor Dnry during the recent 787

irred at the openmng of mluud Atrport last June,
when ‘Whalen introduced Truman to On this occaston
Truman m-ue one of his proverblal off-the-cuf remarks
“Govt " he said. “what do you want to get Into the
White House for? There's hothing there but trouble

C Sense Cong

ENATOR-ELECT KARL MUNDT of South Dakdta has
7 mare prestige and common sense than any other member
of the Un-American Activitles Committee Unlike some of
his colleagues he knows the difference between right and
wron;

g.

Writing to a South Dakota constituent about the knock-
down, drag-out tactics of the committee, Mundt frankly ad-
mitted

“I agree with you about the procedural methods of the
House Committee on Un-American Activities, For your

Congressman Nixon of California and I have

as s00n
‘Thomas is back. we expect to have the committee approve

these procedures.
“Thomas,” continued Mundt. “is & hard fellow to control,
s be la &bt of & publicity seeker. and is also of & highlv

impetuous nature.
“While y has the facts pretty well in hana

still 1 do not like his meth

of mi spout an individusl untll he

Tas had the opportunity o be heard befors

T feel ‘certain Rat the abuses of which you. Hghtfully com-

plain are going to be corrected within the next two or three

weeks "

Mundt In Grandstand
NUI' merely three weeks, but nearly twelve months have
pessed that letter was written. In ths Interim,
,

It_was on Nov 9 that the Baltimore attorneys for Hiss
and Chambers called the Justice Dept. and revesled that
secret State Dept documents had turned up fn the Hiss-
Chambers slander suit Hard-working Alex Campbell. assist-
ant attorney generai. went to Baltimore that same day.

It was 21 days later, Dec, 1, that alert Robert Etﬂvllnl
attornes Tor the Un-American Activities Committee,
heard about the secret papers He has since admitted nm
he learned about them through an item by Jerry Klutz in
The Washington Post

Immediately he telephcned Whittaker Chambers, me ex-
Communist agept. and asked him to stop in

next in Washington. Chambers, an old friend. did -e and
promised to get some additional documents for the Un-
American Activities Committee.

This wus done via the pumpkin at the Chambers farm in
we-umnnu, Md. Tt looks now that placing the microfilm
in & pumpkin was nothing more than a clever l:h«ma to hn

e newspaper headlines, because the

the
placed in the pumpkin until after the conversation mvun\

Stripling and Chambers took place.
Some Microfilm Ruined

PTER the Un-American Activities Committee for the
microfilm, however. It lost two rolls—because of amateur
. Instead of sending the film to the FBI to be de-
veloped. the committee was 50 anxious to keep its pumpkin-
discovery out of Justice Dept. hands that it sent the the
film to a friend In the Veterans Administration.

There two rolls were exposed to the light and are now
worthless. L]

l!lnwhlk D. M. Ladd. assistant PBI director, went Lo
o the Un-American Activities Committes and asked that

nhlmlcmmmbtmndonrlohlm_ t Attorney Gen-
nuc ‘ampbell made the same req: 8o Am:nqom-
ral Tom Clark Nam-uunrumvhnh Finally, the

o wbluny—ulw Mundt and Nixon yielded.

b‘cnun om which the public didn't
abott” occiirred committee called n-smn D:vt.
offictal Henry J. wmuun During an hour or 8o of grilling.
‘:Ildlellh luh:;d to say anything. Previously and secretly,

owever, the noapublicity-seeking Mundt snd Nizon
have continied their frantic search for the hesdlines Just

Merry-Go-Round
O] why Bec:

IME guests wondered
nm't-tmaoﬁdhm
Cabinet

i
B
i

Porrestal
Truman is pla
The men who will revi
building
ml estate man; John B. Keny ex-Olympic champion and

former chairman of the Philadelphia mdc Ovlmt!'

Committee; Luther Harr, City Ostroff and

Stanley Wohl. x of Ohio and John,
it bid for The Record



