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Property Tax Limitation Amendment
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F THE four amendments to the N. C.
Constitution to be voted on Tuesday,
this one, perhaps, will draw the greatest
number of negative votes for the very
simple reason that it appears on the sur-
face to permit an increase in property
taxes. No one, of course, wants more taxes.
' But there's a good deal more to the
 amendment than that; and the voter who
) takes time to find out why the last Gen-
¢ eral Assembly decided to place this issue
| before the electorate, will probably con-
} clude, like the legislators, that the change
+ 18 needed.

{ The present 15-cent limitatlon ls set
! forth in Article V of the N. C. Constitution:
+ “The total of the State and County tax on
property shall not exceed 13 cents on the
$100 value of property, except when the
County property tax is levied for a spectal
purpose and with the special approval of
the General Assembly, which may be done
by special or general act; Provided, this
limitation shall not apply to taxes levied
for the maintenance of the public schools
of the Btate for the term required by Ar-
ticle IX, Bection three, of the Constitution;
! Provided, further, the State tax shall not

exceed five cents on the $100 value of
property.”

This limitation was adopted in 1920 and,
at that time, seemed adequate for covering
the normal operating expenses of County
Governments. But it was not long before
mounting services of government boosted
costa far beyond this limit, and the Legiala-
ture began authorizing Counties to levy
taxes for speclal purposes and to create
special funds within their budget. That ex-
plains why Counties in North Carolina have
property tax rates ranging from 55 cents to
$2.20. Most of the tax collections go to spe-
cial funds.

That was an obvious, though pechaps
necessary, dodge, a way to eyade the Con-
stitutional limitation. And finally the use
of this legal loophole drew the criticism of
the N. C. SBupreme Court which sald,
the General Assembly can authorize the
levy of a tax In excess of the Constitutional
limitation for the ordinary expenses of a
County, Article V, Bection one, which vu
intended to protect the people against ex.
cessive taxation, would be a ‘dead lmar'
and of no effect.”

Since that time the Court has pro-

nounced itselt many times agaidst these
spectal tax funds, and Countles todsy are
facing the problem of ever-mounting ex-
penses without the budget flexibility to
meet them they once had.
. Inflation, eombined with the constantly
increasing demand for services, have com-
bined to make the 15-cfnt limitation en-
tirely inadequate. Either a relaxation of
the Bupreme Court's position, or an ine
crease in the limitation, 1s necessary. The
former seems uniikely. Hence, the proposed
amendment offers the best way for County
Governments to keep thelr financial houses
in order,

'Russia’s 15-Year Plan

sort of

Soviet Union has .

and ylumln(' u bu-

' gigantic fifteen-year and
development program covering 300,000,000
| acres, and since this 1s & triple-decker five-
year plan, the Russian press can't help
crowing & mite and throwing a sideways
dig or two at the free socisties of the West.
,  The plan calls for:
+ (1) Planting eight basic systems of forest
belts in four basic defense lines, which all
! the dry winds-from the Asian deserts must
. pass to enter European Russia.
| (2) A fleld-by-fleld forest defense on
every collective State farm in Russia—
| about 300,000,000 acres. Before 1965 these
' farms will plant 15,000,000 acres of forest.

(3) Bullding of more than 45,000 reser-
voirs and artificial ponds on collective
State farms. These will be used for irriga-
tion, manufacture of hydro-electric power
and for maintaining high ground water
level.

(4) The most grandiose revolution of ag-
ricultural processes ever undertaken. Eigh-
ty thousand collective farms in the next six
years will be put on a new improved grass
and erop rotation system. This 1s devised
to produce high gralin harvest despite
droughts and provide fodder for animals.

In editorializing about all these proposed
! wonders, the officlal Communl’ Party
newspaper, Izvestla, makes the following
1 interesting comment:

“Capitalism is incapable not only of or-
; ganizing and planning the transformation

the

+, their continuing ideological

in its most

Even from Lh!.ldlnlnu“ml‘hﬁvhuﬂ
ize the text of those Russian communiques
handed John Q. Kulak by the high com-
mand. Without doubt they will surpass
anything encountered during the palmiest
days of American wartime red tape, and
perhaps they will symbolize the fundamen-
tal difference between East and West in
warfare. To
Russia the individual means nothing, to
the democracies everything.

Our program of reclamation and con-
servation, if Russia cares for the facts,
dates back to Teddy Roosevelt's time when
the Czars still rode herd on the downtrod-
den Russian people. The first Federal Rec=
lamation Law was passed in this country in
1902. Since that year the U. 8. Government
has been interested in various kinds of con-
servation projects—but it has never sought
to ram them down the people’s throat. The
U. B. effort consisted of an edu-
cational program to help the peaple learn
why conservation is vital to the nation's
welfare. A contemporary result of this long-
range éducational program was Mecklen=
burg's recent “Miracle Farm Day.”

The big difference In the Russian and the
U. 8. system is & little word called “com-
pulsion™. The Soviet program calls for blind
obedience, the American program for co-
operation through understanding. 4

Russia should, of course, be commended
for such an project,

of nature but of pi
exploitation of tis riches.”
| Izvestia might have something there. The
| United-Btates certainly has no intention of
| enforeing such rigorous regimentation on
| its tarmland. The free socleties think this

and she may possibly accomplish more
than the United States has since the turn
of the century — but she will be doing it in

much the same way that the pharaohs bullt

the pyramids, with slave labor.

Religious Book Week

ST as healthy persons take more exer-
clse than the unhealthy. religious per-
. sons read more books concerning religion
! than do the godless. This is both a good
thing and a bad thing — good because ex-
ercise will keep the healthy person healthy
, and religious books will keep the religious
| person mentally healthy: bad because those
persons who actually need exercise—either
| mentally or physically — are not reached
by either exercise or religious books.

‘This week — Oct. 24-31 — has been Re-
ligious Book Week and the sponsoring, or-
ganizatich has called attention to many
worthwhile religious books that are avail-
able. But more than that, the sponsor —
The National Conference of Christians and
Jews — has called attention to religion and
to the place of religion In American life. It
has reminded us that our nation was found-
‘ed by men who held religion to be the foun-
tainhead of our rights and the bulwark of
our liberty.

The United States of America was born
because men belleved themselves created
by God and because they belleved that
thelr Creator had endowed them with in-

alienable rights — among these, life, liberty
and the pursult of happiness.

80 lang as we believe this and insist that
others respect our bellef our rights will be
secure.

In recent years, however, the American
man has turned more and more from the
faith of his fathers. He becomes a SBunday
Christian; he has given only lip service to
the church: he has bragged that his money
will buy what prayer cannot.

This week the National Conference of
Christians and Jews is reminding the
American people — through Religious Book
Week — that wise men through the ages
have written that to turn away from re-
ligion is to turn away from all that life
promises.

It we ever doubt the price of paganism
let us remember Germany and Italy where
totalitarian leaders first destroyed or made
impotent the church before taking away
the rights of Germans and Itallans. The
truth is written In many books; the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and Jews is
doing humanity a service in reminding us
of this fact.

From The Charleston, S. C., News And Courier”

Not A Lynching---And Why

Spartanburg County, South Carolina, &  without our telling them, perceive that,

Negro ed. Five men are accused though this alaughter of a colored man was
‘of Kiling . Note again, the dead man In a Southern state and a party of at least
‘was & Negro. e “Liberal” and highbrows five were concerned it it, it was not a
of New Yo d Pittsburgh, among them lynching. The five were Negroes. Had they
learned whi@ and colored spokesmen of been white men it would have been &
_Jplifting elements in the population, will, lynching. The “intelligentsia” understand.

A

Poor China—And Uncle’s Shirt

Peoele’a Platform

Qur Fate Rests With Scientists

OTTE
Editors, Tax Nsws:
or smuhy munnm University of
d Table discussed the contral of the
uormnmmhmdumhwx\mam
yronlem of how to secure
though the able and tine nlneenm:n vho composed
the Danel. Saplored the st ot -arTive st
any conclusion that was u!uhcmry ry m fact, they
R.c.hcd no :onclualcn One of ts made
Lh.ll as now Btﬂsﬂed. the
Siarnie o 1 aout twe million times hore’ powerml

t.
will satisly

:

The surprising thing about the Round Table dis-
was that no mention was made of what to
lll.nll!notﬂuonb'lyofn-

orts.
Duemumpmnnmpnnmynmb-t-um
to curtall expenditures susta

save us—if given time. Let us
Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

. WASHINGTON  in 1048 with the of Lyons and the big Jittery about his own re-lection chances, he
EEPING-THE-RECORD-STRAIGHT DEPT—The other interests. In fact. some in reports Carey, -treasurer
. in Oklshoma, P. Nelson for the were published back in Indians about Jenner's own mwcxoaaummm
Senste election sul a blast against ex- contributions at the time of his But, when the “You pnow i
X Democrat for Seuaker, on, the control of the Senate tn 1948, no in- e e M Do
ground that he spent his primary. vestigation was ever made of Jenner's campaign funds. resident, Mr. Phill .‘
Bob Kerr spent a fistful of money s probably correct, How- On the contrary, Jenner was placed on a committee to "o mine." Be’sure and
record stragiht, let’s look at some things on of .

Keep the
he other side of the picture.
Pirst. Million:

alre Oilman Ed Meore, Republican, M
une

coming miy bave the wil
and the power to Testrain importunste Russians and
On this, probalyy, depend our
lives and the lives of our children.

EWIS AYER SMITH

Crisis On The China Front
NEW YORK
Editors. Taz Nxws:
MY attention has been called to your editorial of
Oct. l-ndnlemrlnywxunuoloct 13 signed
OMH taking issue ith yt
The editorial was s lﬂ'lml n{ Qn situation in
where cold war against Ri 1s indeed

who
Dot agree with the Gecisions arrived At by the Con-
June 30th next,

Marguis Childs
Pinch Of

WASHINGTON
OME time ago In this column
mention was made of an or-
ganization called Pro-America as
being one of many groups actively
supporting Gov. Thomas E. Dewey.
Pro-America was referred to as &
successor of America Pirst. which
was the strongheld of pre-war iso-
Iationtsm

Prom the nmnml president of
Pro-America, Mra. Loulse Hawkes
Padelford, has come a letter saving
this is not true Mrs Padelford,
the daughter of Senator Hawkes of
New Jersey. encloses literature to
show that her organization favors
the European Recovery

1 T unwittingly did an Injustice
to Pro-America 1 am sory for It
1 am glad to be corrected by Mrs,
Padelford

But the stand taken by Pm-
America seems to me to ral
interesting question for the future
snd In particular for the future of:

y as President Pro-America
is for helping Furope to ecover.
but it Is also for giving tax relief
“to all income groups~

Many who will vote for Dewey

billion dollar slash made by the
wey has not actu-
ally promised a tax reduction. as
his advisers are quick to point out
He has even now and then used the
word crifice in connection with
my s recponsibllities to the rest
of the world
DISAPPOINTMENT DUE
But he has talked about “tax re-
virlon” in such a way that many
Republicans are looking forward to
a Dewey Administration

Tht confron
the new. President will, huveuv:r‘.
compel him to move exactly the op-
posite direction

n.
gress not for a tax reduction but for
8 tax increase.

Wil Pro-America and others of
similar outlook recognize that ne-

Necessity

cessity? or will they decids that
saving the
4 an extravi
taking? On the answer to thoss
questions a great deal depends.
Shortly after he takes office. the
new President will have to ask for
 new appropriation to finance the
ropean Recovery Administration.
Punds are already running out.
But if currént headlines are any
indication. y

the United States will furnixh arms
to aquip a Wrstern European armv

Dewews adviser on foretgn af-
John Foster Dulles has pre-
mimably been in on these negotia-
tions

Both Dewev and Dulles slong
with a great many other Republi-
ans have oromised increased aid
for China. Thev have attacked the
Truman Administration for not do-
ing more for the Chiang-Kali-Sbek
Government.

While they have been vague
about the nature and the scale of
this aid, any increase will take

decision Wil

more money And a
have to be taken quickly since the
Nationalist forces in China are on
the razged edge of dissolution.
UNWISE MOVE

In the face of these overpower-
ing necessities, the tax cut put
infa effect by the B0th Congress
is seen in fts true Light It was s

v_because of fta ef-
opinion  Heaven knows
none of us likes to pay high taxes
The cut encouraged us to believe
we could have our cake and eat it

It was folly because 1t cut out all
rplus and put the Government

close to deficit financing. Yet we
find Pro-America speaking In its
“excessive taxation
contributing to_inflation.

The pinch will come early in the
new year It will come when the
urgent necessities of the moment
catch up with shrinking tax reve-
nue. Dewey. s President, may
able to carry his followers with him
gver that obtacie. But they will
not be happy.

Joseph And Stewart Alsop

Moral Commitment

WASHINGTON
JT_is now plain that Governor
Thomas E. Dewey, long bduxe

he is officlally installed in

White House, wil be faced wih o
greéat and crucial decision. He can
decide to approve a fundamental—
and expensive—departure in Amer~
ican foreign policy by negotiating
2 formal defenstve pact | i o

of European na

Orh-unﬂeddlwnumptlo
shove the whole painful busin

tries—have now decided to propose

te this p %0 that the appro-
Priation may not expire unused at um time.
your editorial says so plainly, if China is al-
Communist aggression,

be tha
lslands of Japan instead of In the lslands of the
Philtpp!

—ALFRED KOHLBERG,
Chatrman, American China Policy Assn. Ine.

Give ’Em A Break

CHARLOTTE
Editors. Trx Ni
REGARD to o the Sundsy broadcasts of the Olip-

that.” are not an announcer's s he should
now has same
situations

It's the same at the fleld s the 1
wonder how the cers m\a feel if they were
out an the fleld taking tings the Clippers can
dish out.

xn-numavmwumn-b-dhm'mmq

score, but also of the stury thrown At them by fellows
couldn't do as well.
sbout letting the fel g0 _home saying,

—ROBERT MARKEY.

‘

Quote, Unquote

Now that the state elections are

—Llro-'cl- (La) Comet.

policy committee,

to the United States the opening
of formal for a, de-
fensive pact.

This 15, of course, no sudden and
unanticipated decision. Ever since
the passage of the Vandenberg reso-
lution, which called for the “asso-
ciation” of the United States with

the Western natlons, tn-
formal, ~exploratory” talks have
been gotng forward.

Europe:
cussing with the American policy
makers, and especially with Under
Becretary of State Robert Lovett,
the form the Pproposed “association™
i3 to take.

On the other hand, various mili-
tary representatives of the United

from the United States to place
Western Burope fn a “posture of
defense.”
BUCK PASSING

Both Lovett and the American
military men have consistently ta-
ken much the same stand. They
have repestedly emphasized to ‘the
Europeans that any final commit-
ments could only
Dext
Car

Thus Dewey 1 not legally com-
mitted to do anything at all about
the propoeed North Atlantic pact
the Vandenberg
unn 13 itself & moral commitment.

In another sense, are the po-

Lllfcll and military discussior
which have been under way for
months, and in which the Ameri-

cans have consistently urged the
Europeans to form the cse tmon
they are now forming. And Sena-
tor Arthur Vandenberg, John Foster
Dulles through them Dewey

himselt, have been kept fully ine
formed of the progress these
“explora

The “exploratory” phase, how-

the -
writing of the
sctual text of the defense pact—
23 soon as possible after the Ameri-
can elections. This means that, un-
less Dewey vetoes them. formal ne-
gotiations will start in a matier of
w0 to four weeks, probably im
‘Washington.
DEWEY'S PROBLEM

Moreover, although Harry
Truman will sl b Prostdeny and
George C. Marshall Secretary of
State, the final responsibility wil
rest squarely with Dewey and the
Republicans. If the meeting:
not postponed, it Is therefore ex-
pected that Dulles will return from
Paris before the

ve
meaning, and which will at m-
same time have & good chance of
belng ratified by the Senate. It
will Dot be an easy job. There will
certainly be all sorts of subsidiary
difficulties, such as the desire of the
French for at least tacit assurance

fense of Western Europe rather
than of Spain. But the central prob-
lem is pertectly obvious. It is, to
put 1t bluntly, money.

If & pact were negotiated which
falled to include some commitment
by the United States to aid the re-
armament

sidering the requirements of West~
emn Union have reached the con-
clusion that an initial investment
of between one and & half and
%o billion dollars will be required
for the first year's appropristion
if a serious rearmament of West-
emn Europe 13 to begin.

Between The Lines*In Senate Probing

had s talk with
of the CIO and right

ll.:Da-! 'nnw really not hostile to

Lylm bemnmduLyaur
5. He's an old

Be sure and ;lve w Murphy my regards.”

Corp. rais
ot o h,Apl-vtullehlll:-\mmmmdmmhm
money fn OKia- cent, which s sp! the and private
O Dopertia qom.  banlki sach getting 1 1/3 per eent Howerer, i 2B mes

only stifled yawns ot the GO

day. and when Kleaglo Stevenscn was convicted of murder: DAY\ [T Teminded the ABA that, while Banks ek e mep 1oss

“'_M’M wm" mm_:" t from—the wind?~ inquired 3 the the risk the loans are in-
mdmcn"’m”“, Hhocs opecatinas 1s mat- “No, from Kissed by all those pretty giris here in  sured 100 per cent by the taxpayers. Second. the COC
o dik ot ang 1 mates: highy tnieresting mebie Tae ™ some convincing figures showing that _service costs
mﬁ'mmmmmmm-rﬂmu.m are mare than offset by the increased volume of crop loans;
much 8o that Lyons can never o Wrong Name For Good Friend 8ls0. that the tncreased sizs of tn sul
o o e can get anywhere with his po- REPURLIOAN Oongresaman P — mnvmm:umm:!m-r-mmhmA Third, says the
" “Howerer, that halnt prevented from putting his vanis is one member of the Un-Amarican Activities Com-  to o e o e
own mn 1 the Sensts, Samely, WIam K. Jeuner, Gociad it o tn Bowrrer, o 0. enst o e s o oy Lo0ks & 1 tha bankaes



