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Education At The Crossroads?

'ORTH CAROLINIANS need to know

more about the comprehensive report
of the Btate Education Commission com-
pleted several weeks ago and embracing
what is perhaps the most thorough study
ever made of North Carolina’s educational
resources and needs.

The report achieved some prominence in
the press partly because Its membership of
elghteen citizens disagreed on several fun-
damental school problems. Their disagree-
ment was s0 basic that it promises to be
one of the major lssues of the forthcoming
1049 General Assembly.

The area of controvetsy centers on the
advisability of further equalization of
achool financing to the end that all sec-
tions of the state may launch an ambitious
school building program. To understand
the conflict it s necessary to recall a few
facts about the present State education
structure.

Since 1033 the Btate Government has
pald the “current expenses” of all State
schools. This includes salaries, heating,
water, lights, power and transportation.
‘The Countles, on the other hand, continue
to finance capital outlays — which cover
the construction of new bulldings and the
addition of new permanent equipment.
(This also includes the payment of debt
service, & major item since most school
bullding money em.nu through issuance of
bonds.)

Eleven of the eighteen members of the
¥ducation Commission say that the current
system makes for waste and inefficlency in
school administration. More importantly,
they contend, it does not “equalize”
total tax effort for both State and local
sources. These members belleve that by
leaving the capital outlay items exclusively
for local financing, some children are re-
eetving poorer - education opportunities
than others since it is well known that
communitles differ greatly in their ability
to provide what is termed “educational de-
eencles”.

Beventy-two out of 100 countles, the ma.
Jority reports, do’'not have sufficlent bor-
rowing capacity to provide for even their
immediate and urgent bullding needs. “It
wiil require approximately $150,000.000 to
bring the public elementary and secondary
school plants of the state up to an accept-
able standard. At least $100,000,000 of the
total 1s urgent and immediate. Many of the
eounties cannot finance thelr urgently
needed plant programs from local sources.
State financial assistance is essential if all
the North Carolina school children are to
have adequate, decent and safe school fa-
cllittes.”

To meet this need the majority proposes
that the dividing line between capital out-
lay and current expe be erased and
that an equalization system be set up in
which local governments would support
thelr school programs in keeping with their
ability to pay. This would make the State
a sort of financial back-stop for the poor-
er counties who might not be able to erect
achool bulldings as adequate as the richer,
more populous countles of the state. The
whole situation might be compared with
some of the bills reaching Congress during
the last several years calling for Federal
ald to The Federal
in this case, would help the poorer regions
of the nation keep.up with their wealthler
cousins.

‘That the Inauguration of such a program
would cost money -— and plenty of it — al-
most all members of the Commission real-
ize. and even the most conservative know
the State needs to spend more money on

But on the item
(which the majority believes is a forward-
looking reasonable proposal) eight mem-

bers — most of them representing & busi-
ness bickground’ — balk with determimm~
tion. They back up their argument with &
“minority report” full of hard business
facts which must be weighed for what they
are worth in the current controversy.

Here are some of those points:

The minority, agreeing on fourteen of
sixteen items of the report, contends, in
disagreeing with two, that

(1) No States save New Mexico and Del-
aware assume 50 high a percentage of the
current expense support of schools as does
North Carolina (from 68 to 70 per cent of
its total general fund appropriations each
year).

(2) The present system makes it possible
for a maximum of each Btate achool dollar
to go into the salary of teachers rather
than for other school expenses. (“Buildings
would be en:ud at the expense of the
teache:

(&) 'l'ht plan would shift to local prop-
erty taxes a part of the current costs of the
standard State-supported school term,
which is at present financed entlrely from
non-property tax sources. This would have
undesirable consequences for many coun=
ties, the minority contends. (It also believes
the plan would call for an increase of about
$2,600,000 in local revenue to mpl’m:nl
non-property taxes.)

(4) The change would represent an un-
necessary departure from the plan of
school support which the state deliberately
adopted in 1933 after the old equalization
plan was abandoned because it falled the
schools n time of crisis.

‘The minority's strongest argument eim-
mers down to its bellef that the majority’s
proposal would require the drastic upward
movement of property taxes in many sec-
tions of the state. Minority members feel
that these taxes are already high enough.
They think any further upward révision
will retard the state's economic develop-
ment, “on which" they say, “In the
last analysis, the future of the schools de-
pends. .. Unless North Carolina is to edu-
cate a large proportion of its children for
the benefit of the rest of the country, it
must expand and improve its employment
opportunities along with the improvement
of its schools.” These members of the Com-
mission do not believe raising property
taxes will ald the state's economic develop-
ment.

8o there, in brief, the controversy stands.
It is a fight between the people who belleve
the State cannot provide adequate educa-
tional opportunities unless it calls forth
further and more exacting financial sup-
port from all sections of the state on an
abllity-to-pay basis, which would perhaps
call for heavier taxes, and the people who
think heavier taxes will work to the eco-
nomic detriment of the state and that
therefore we must move more slowly in
meeting the very real needs of education.

This newspaper has already expressed
general approval of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations, and it stands by the bellef
that North Carolina must be willing to sac-
rifice & great deal for the welfare of its
children. Whether this sacrifice (as pro-
posed by some details of the majority re-
port) could defeat its own ends is a ques-
tion that needs further consideration and
debate throughout North Carolina. Cer-
tainly it behooves all North Carolinians—
especially all members of the General As-
sembly—to familiarize themselves with the
details of this distingulshed survey of our
school needs. As Charles B. Aycock's spirit-
ed fight at the turn of the century deter-
mined Tar Heel education destiny for
decades, so this report may represent an-
other crossroads in Tar Heel progress.

If Not Registered, Do So Tomorrow

Democracy is on trial in the world, on a
more colossal scale than ever before.
Charles Fletcher Dole
The Spirit of Democracy

has been the custom of this newspaper

and others to print before each major
election a reminder to its readers that
qualifying one’s self to vote and the act of
voting are the privilege and obligation of
each citizen. These reminders have not
been put forth simply as a matter of rou-
tine, for it has been our sincere bellef that
the freedom and prosnerity this nation
enjoys cannot survive if an apathetic popu-
lace assumes no rmp\mslblllly for govern-
ment.

‘We have felt and we continue to feel that
the ballot box is the heart of the United
Btates and of democracy: neglect or abuse
of this heart will result In the death of the
nation as we know it and In the death of

The domestic of

such neglect or abuse would be appalling,
but this year there is more at stake than
our freedom and our prosperity.
* Tomorrow the citizens of Charlotte and
of Mecklenburg and of North Carolina will
be given a final opportunity to qualify
themselves as voters in the general elec-
tions of Nov 2 through which State and
natlonal officials will be elected

Only 60.108 persons were registered to
vote when the primary was held this
Spring; since that time there have been
two opportunities to register for the gen-
oral election — tomorrow will be the last

Although the Elections Board has not com-
plled figures on the two occasions this Fall
when the books were open for registration,
its members are certaln that there are
many more persons in the approximately
160.000 who reside in Mecklenburg County
who are potential voters but who have not
registered.

Mr. C. W. Glichrist points out elsewhere
on this page the value of your ballot. It
should be remembered that a man's vote—
properly used—is his most valuable posses-
sion. All of us decry the systems of totall-
tarian nations where the ballot is little
more than a plece of paper: at this mo-
ment your taxes wmre going to Italy and
Greece, France and China and to many
other nations so that people might be free
to choose their leaders.

How, then, can we allow our own power
to go for nothing? How can those persons
who argue for hours over the abilities of
‘varfous candidates fafl to their
opinjons where those opinions will be felt?
Perhaps it is in the certainty that we have

“‘democracy at the moment, that nothing

can take from us the right to vote with
which we were born, that we fall to qualify
ourselves to vote.

Those of us who are complacent must
remember that, other natlons which exy
tended the right to vote have fallen be-
cause their people came to take that right
for granted. Privilege must be defended.

If you are not now registered,
tomorrow and on Nov. 3 cast your vots.

‘Happy Birthday’

History Shows Importance Of Every Ballot Cast

Every Vote Counts

By C. W. GILCHRIST
(Reprinted from the November edition of The
Retarian, officlal publication of Retary Interna-
tiomal. by special permission of the editors. Mr.
Glichrist Is » member of the Charlotte Rotary
Club,)

.

[OUSANDS of men and women were packed into

the great square of the medieval city, eyes fast-
ened on & 'huge wine cask. For days they had been
bringing and emptying thelr jugs into the massive
tun. Today the wine would be sold o help build a
cathedral,

Ceremoniously. the first of the waiting merchanis
took a sip. A frown croesed his face. He tried an-
other. He frowned still more

7“This s not wine” he declared. “It is water'”

The truth was out. The avaricious townspeople
had brought not wine but water as their contributions.
Each had shirked. thinking. “My little vessel of water
will never be noticed In that big cask.” And the wine
was water.

The same thing can happen in a public election.
A single vote may seem worthless. but do you know
that many big lssues. have been settled by just one
vote?

A single-vote majority elected Oliver Cromwell to
England's famous ‘ong Parllament” This was the
body that sent Charles T to the scaffold. and started
the country on the freedom road, Just one vote—
but it altered the course of world history as. probably,
did that one-vote margin by which the U S Con-
gress approved legislation for the draft law passed im-
mediately before the Pear! Harbor disaster

A-humble farmer in DeKalb County, Indiana, is
said to have brought Texas into the United States.
He was undecided whether to go to the polls and vote
or to take his com to the mill. Civic duty won and
he went to the polls, voting for the Democratic ticket.
By one vote his district elected s Democratic member
of the Legislature. The Legislature by a one-vote
margin elected Edward A. Hannegan to the U. 8. Sen-
ate. He became president pro tem of the Senate when
the vote for the annexation of Texds was taken. On
the floor the vote ended in a tie and Senator Hanne-
gan cast the decisive vote.

One vote als made Californta a part of the
United States. This had Important repercussions.
for tn 1850 there were fifteen free and fifteen slave
states. But when California entered the Union, the
North obtained a majority in the Senate.

Early in 1868, Impeachment proceedings were
pressed agalnst U. §. President Andrew Johnson, who
had succeeded Abraham Lincoln and attempted to
carty out his conciliatory policies toward the South-
ern States. Animosity reached such height that the
President was charged with high crimes and mis-
demeanors, specifically with violating the Tenure of
Office Act In removing Secretary Edwin M. Stanton
from office. Impeachment proceedings in the Senate

Drew Pearson’s

* appeared Tlden had won

failed by a single vote of attaining the necessary two-
thirds' majority.

One of the most remarkable examples of the power
of the single vote was the Hayes-Tilden contest for
the U. 6. Presidency in 1876. After the election. it
for the electoral votes to-
taled 185 for Tilden and 184 for Hayes. But a minor
trregularity had occurred in the balloting tn Oregon,
and three Southern States—South Carolina, Florida,
and Loulsiana—had sets of conflicting returns.

The country ‘'was in an uproar. There Was no
provision in the Constitution and no legislation for
the settlement of such a dispute. PFinally Congress
passed  pecial act providing for a commission of
fifteen members. This body deliberated until March
2. two days before the officlal inauguration date
Then, by an eight to seven vote, it decided Hayes had
been elected by & vote of 195 to 184!

The United States was divided in 1919 over pro-
hibition of intoxicating liquor. Ratification of the

req:
the vote of one more state Legislature—and Louis-
fana was deadlocked. Willlam Jennings Bryan. the
great orator and prohibitionist. persuaded a waver-
ing legislator to change his mind. That single vote
carried Looisiana and caused the amendment flater
repealed) to be ratified.

Are these special cases that have been cited? Not
especially. They have been taken for the most part
out of American history. with which 1 happen to be
most familiar, but other countries doubtless could
provide examples as numerous but certatnly not more
convine

Comes election day and the busy citizen Is tempted
0 say, “Why should I stand in line at the polls? My
little vote won't be missed "

Hmmmm. That reminds me of What those people
said who put water, not wine, into that cask!

Quote, Unquote

A professor at the University is reported tq have
told members of a political-science class they need
not meet on the campus Friday. provided they went
to hear Mr. Truman speak and Iter turned in a wnit-
ten report under the title, “Political Behavior at &
Whistle Stop.” (Ky.) 7.

To buck prices. a bcal houu-u. tries out a no-
e, no-butter, no-sugar and announces her
inding. viz. No un_nm.n IN.C) Times.

Pome in which is outlined briefly & propased or-
Ranization for the examination of those Whagge hard
to convince:

Cynic

Clinte.

—Atlanta (Ga) Journal

Wjth butter prices still dropping, the Northern
Dalry Trust house-
the margarine habit  cneouraged b
dollar butter —New Orieans (Ls.) Staf ey

Stelmrl Alsop

Fight Begins Nov. 2

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
ITH the Dixlecrat revolt, the
old political pattern of the
Bouth has been broken wide open
‘The artificial alliance which kept
John Rankin and Hubert Humphrey
in the same party has been ruptured.
The contrasting political situations
in Alabama and GeorRia suggest
two different versions of the new
pattern which, after Nov. 2, may be-
§in to repiace the old
ma, a strangely muted
battle is In progress. The story of
mu silent drama can best be told
terms of two of Its chief actors.
Lister Hul. Alnb-mx- tall, genial
Senator. and Frank Dixon, former
onvemur and mder of the state's
Dixiec
Ammu;n he is a mild-mannered
man who has alwavs fought Ku-
Kiuxism. Dixon Is what the North-
ern liberals mean when they talk
sbout “Southern reactionarles.” On
the ractal issue. Dixon has recently
said( and passionately belleves) that
#the Truman civil rights proposals
“reduce us to the status of a
mongrel. inferfor race, mixed In
blood. our Anglo-Saxon heritage &
mockery * Hill has never beaten
the drums for “white supremacy.”
But like every Southern politician,
he 15 deeply npposed Pederal
ewil rights legislation  Theretare,
the real difference between Hill and
his allies and Dixon and his Dixie-
erats does not concern eivil rights
The diffrrence lies elsewhere To
Dixan the national Demoeratic Par-
* nas become since 1933 “an un-
hte alhance of left-wingers. pseudo
Iberale and s manv
hues as Joseph's coat " But Hill

has been that rare bird among
Southern Democrats, a moderate

New Dealer. Except on the racial

That 1 what the battle I ruuy

u
DIXIECRATS BITTER

Hl refused to walk out of the
Democratic convention, and Dixon
reports bitterly that he even re-
fused to answer a letter Inviting
Eim 10 join the Dixiecrat crusade
‘There Is good reason to believe that
the Dixiecrats are now out Z’! de-
feat Hill and everything he stands
for when he comes up for re-elec-
tion in 1950.

Hill knows this, but for a pe-
culiar reason he cannot fight the

.Mnrtluis Chi!(l_x
The Role

WASHINGTON
W/ [TH some objecuve evidence to
support thetr claim, Demo-

eratic strategists believe
tiend has set in away from candi-
date Dewey and in the direction of
candidate Truman. If the campaign
could go on untll Thanksgiving. the
realists_quickly add. the President
would have a chance.

Quite apart from public boasts
made for political reasons,
same realists are confident that
the Democrats will capture control
of the Senate. They list Democrats
in Wyoming. Oklahoma, Minnesota
and West Virginia as sure to defeat
Republican incumbents, with Iowa
a5 a strong possibility for a stmilar

1f the four victories come through,
and no Democratic seats are lost,
the Democrats would control by a
majority of 49 to 4T. Several Dem-
ocratic Senators are In close con-
tests,

Dewey landshide in popular
votes looks a lot less likely than
it d1d a month 1go On the other

nand, the Republican majority in
the Electoral Coliege still promises
to be top-heavy.
ATTACK PENETRATES

Democratic advisers can cite some
fairly substantial reasons for the
change In trend that they see. One
I the deep impression that Presi-
dent Truman appears to have made
ia the course of his recent swing
tarough the Midwest on the large
crowds that came out to hear him.
The force of the Truman attack
the Republicar Congress and
the Republican Party seems to be
getting through

Along with this goes a natural
human sympathy for a fighter who
1s struggling so hard to come up
from the bottom. Truman, in the
popular imagination, is assuming
the role of David. hurling his stone
at the Republican giant of wealth,
power and efficiend

e President is making his fight

almost alone. Virtually the only
Cabinet officer giving him any ef-
fective support is Secretary of La-
bor Maurice Tobin who was ap-

inted after the Democratic con-

ntion st Philadelphia Tobin is
speaking around the country up

Dixiecrats openly. Alabama law re-
quires that a would-be candidate
must have supported the candidats
of his party In the previous election.
J. Strom Thurmond is the offictal
candidate of the Alabama Demo-
cratic Party — indeed. the Demo-
cratic electors are committed to
Thurmond, so that It will be phy-
sically impossible for any Alabama
citizen to cast his_vote tn No-

denounced
he could be legally eliminated by
his Dixiecrat enemies from the 1950
Democratic primary race

But 1t 15 believed that once the
election s safely over Hill will come
out fighting. Indeed. he must do
0. for hia political life is at stake,
Thus what ta In prospect in Ala-
bama s & running battle which will
start, not end. on Nov. 3.

On one side will be those, like
Hill. who generally think like
Northern Democrats. exeept on the
race issue, and want to stick with
the party On the other side will
be those. like Dixon. who generally
think ke Republicans on national
insues, who want In_effect to
Break sl tira with the Democrata
of the Dixon talks of a
permanent regional party in the
8outh. holding the balance of pow-
er In Congress. and thus wielding
decisive bagaining power.

SPLIT MAY LAST

Some such open. official split be-
tween the right and left wings of
the Democratic Party—in effect, &
tWo-party system—may emerge
the political pattern throughout the
South  Yet what Is going on In
Georgia suggests a different out-
come. Georgia’s next Governor,
Herman Talmadge. has not openly
split_ with the national party He
has not done s0 he believes
that after the forthcoming defeat

ane of those doing the dominat

Etfective Republican competition
would certainly siphan off much
of the conservative support which
men like Talmadge now enjoy. Thia
in turn would tend in the long run
ta shape the Southern Democratie
Partv Increasingly in the Northern
tmage. and might lead to & lasting
North-South Democratic reconcilia-
tlon.  provid compromise
formula on the ractal tsue wers

found. )

Of David

to the lmit of his endurance and
there are far more demands than
he can fill. Secretary of A(rk-u]-
ture Charles P. Brannan has

& few engagements.

Among the little handful of men
loyally working for Truman's elec-
tion there ls ironic laughter over
Secretary of Interfor Jullus Krug.
Krug is supposedly campaigning tor

in the West where lssues
under ia province, such as water
power and conservation, are to the
fore. But thus far it s a secref
campaign. since no word of It seems
to have leaked out to the press.
THE ALARM SOUNDS

In wnh’nl s lurmzr Becretary
of Interior, Harold kes, aftef
breaking vlnlenlly 'llh the Presi-
dent, s like & retired fire
horse who hears that old alarm
bell. He is ready to charge off in
all directions in Trumans behalf
and he has begun in the old cur-
mudgeon fashion to toss off epitheta
and acid adjectives

Any discussion of Democratis
hopes brings up so many \fs. It only
organized bor  had rted '
the kind of get-out-i lm.
that 2 month

August
vote drive

o

Any little straw in the wind i’
scized upon. Thus Alaska's early)
Autumn elections showed & com-'
plete reversal of the Republican
tide of two years ago, with Demo-!
crats  capturing control of both
Houses of the territorial Legisla-!
ture and re-clecting Bob Bartlett,'
Democrat and New Dealer, as ter-
ritorial delegate to the Congress.

30 years Alaska's elections havi

sccuraidly forecast the natinal re-
slt.

In contrast to Turman, Dewey
appears aloof and even cold. His
high-level campaign, so carefully
planned and so deliberately staged,
has not drawn a very enthi
response from trainside crowds.

Dewey's alip in & moment of fr-
ritation and apprehension when he
referred to the engineer of his train
a3 a lunatic who should be shot
the kind of episode
starts speculation about the
candidate’s temperament and char-
acter In the early stages of a cam-
paign such an episode can count
more than major speeches.

Forrestal Tried To Block Reserve Order

Merry-Go-Round
) ‘WASHINGTON

ECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES FORRESTAL had no
) comment for the press after m L] ordered by the Presi~
dent 1o revitalize U.

“The executive orﬂcr m-un; % reserve components has
not been received.” Forrestal told reporters bluntly on Oct.
16. He wouldn't be able to comment. he apologized. until he
had & :hlnce o ll.uﬂy it

The th 1s. Porrestal not only had studied the
directive morvuxh)y X ivance bt Tind dove: ks best'to

an from lssulng It

"The order ws first ment over o Forrestal's office on Oct.
®  Although lhe nm day - Bumhv Forresta] marched

w

over to the Wh Por_reinforcement, he
brought along AHD\ Chief of Suﬂ Omlf Bradley.

They tried to talk the President out of quln( the order
but all Truman would hold it up unti] the
following Thursday to give them a nce to e

Late Thurshy night tal came up with &
barrage would
Teart out of the order.

Except for & few minor these rejected.

‘most. it was to cite Pore

Steelman.
:‘lr.mmmm

Old Lobbying Tricks
LD lobbvists. like chickens, always come home to roost.
One ot the oldent lobbrists. who has tried his hand at all
gorts of little games. 1s Rotert E. Smith, who once neld forth
X Creek Parl

“nd Listened to sweet words whispered by
against the Holding Company

wnmmhb—mmnmhedlnmﬂm out
Limelight, only to come back later with another -

sounding name—"“The Natlonal Conference of Investors.” sup-
MLY to protect the stockholders of the New Haven Rall-

owever, U. 8. Judge Carroll Hincks of Connecticut soon
punﬂumd that. After exposing the way Smith had put his
daughter on lhn oay roll, made his son-in-law office man-
ager. and

“The de

committee was the

When_ this lnbbyln; venture blew up, Smith conceived
another high-sounding title—"The Life Insurance Policy-
Holders Protective Assoclation.” nder this letterhead Smith
has scared enough tnsurance holuers out of money to pay
around $50.000 in

Mr. Smith Goes To Tennessee
ATEST Smith operation has been to jump into the Ten-
nesses Senatorial tnsurance

campaign with a letter to
mmmnunumunmmmoorandum Carrell
letter begins by inviting the policy
'mulmmhgrn{mruumuwmy
the letter is sent to thousands of people the
advisory board must be a gigantic ane. .

" claims lobbyist “was quick to
reatizs how ata) s “New Deal’ lan -nuu be to those whose
future is dependent upon thelr Insurance.”

ke is that Reece. when & member of Congress.

served on the New Deal's temporary National Economy Com-

mittee which conducted the most critical investigation of the

insurance companies the days when Charles Evans
Hughes probed them in New York. The

panies were cross-ex: from stem- -to-nun, with Carmll

Reccs not only particpating but belping to
m-.lohbym Smith concludes his letter: *“I shall
appraciste s 1o a8 10 70us views e the provabity of Mr.

Reece's election. We are of course deeply concerned.”

Interesting Tennessee Battle
JOTE—The Senatarial race between Reece and Estes Ke-
fauver is one of the most interesting In the nation. Young
Kefauver dared attempt what everyone predicted was im-
possible—successfully buck the Crump machine. After be-
ing defeated In the Senatorial primaries, the cantankerous
boss of Memphis got sore and boited the Democratic Party.
Kefauver ll considered a young-and-coming Cordell Hull,
while Reece got In wrong with many Tennesseans because he
oppased Cordell Hull's trade treaties. Reece, once an ener-
getle Congressman, fn recent vears has veered toward Taft
1 rigorous Dewey opponent. before and at
Philadelphin

Spanish Minister Snubbed
SPANTSH diplomatic representatives throughout Latin
diligently on th

‘The going proved tough. however.
Dominican Republic came through with of
Peruvian invitation ai 5
Artajo was cool toward e way to
the Caribbean Just to get wined. dined and hugged by Do-
mintcan dictator Trufillo.

Invitations from Chile. Colombia and Bolivia were con-
sidered possible a few weeks ago. but the recently announced
mlum between Spanish monarchist and mnubucln groups in
exile nts to

hore boy had to content himselt with the
somevhat pnnmmm Toepltallty of Bresident. Peron o
ow figures that Spain is just s rather wobbly tail to

Argentine
Dtllwolnlcd.hlhnﬂnﬂm!qm




