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America’s Year Of Decision

' -

ENT TRUMAN forcibly reminded

the nation that this Is a Presidential

election year in his message to the 80th

gress yesterday in which the practical
ical consideration was paramount.

‘The election-year factor was, of course,

ost pronounced in Mr. Truman's rec-

ndation for a “cost of living” credit
for the small taxpayer, an income tax re-
duction of $40 for each individual and esch
dependent. Republicans already had an-
ticipated such a bid in their $5.6 billion tax
cutting program, which would drop more
than seve) on small taxpayers from
the rolls &t the same time it grants per-
centage reduttions to all others, with about
70 per cent of the relief coming in the low-
income brackets. However, the President
neatly turned a sharp edge of the tax knife
against the GOP and Big Business with his
proposal that corporation taxes be upped
by some $3.2 billien to offset Lha rellef for
individuals.

In thus conspicuously -mymg itself on
the side of the “little fellow” against the
corporate interests, the Truman Adminis-
tration is playing pdlitics for 1948. It does
not represent good ' statesmanship despite
the fact that.the GOP and the National

_ Association of. Manufacturers had invited

this reprisal with their opposition to price
curbs and their demands for the meat ax
on Government services.

..

HE proposal to increase corporation

taxes is Inconsistent with the Admin-
istration's campalgn to encourage corpora-
tions to make price reductions. Indeed, the
recommendation comes at a moment to kill
off a movement for voluntary price cuts,
which had started with the General Elec-
tric Co.’s reductions this week and was ex-
pected to grow under the voluntdry anti-
inflation program adopted In the special
session of Congress. Although the hope for
relief from this source admittedly was not
large, it was the only chance for inflation
control that we had.

The tax battle that now has taken shape
for 1948 threatens to jeopardize other
things besides Inflation -control. It mini-
mizes the chances that there will be agree-
ment on an adequate European Recovery

. Republicans’ already have served
notice of intention to trim the Marshall
Plan to a size that would leave funds on
hand for their tax-saving plan. The Tru-
man challenge, declaring there can be no
relief for any class of taxpayers except by
shifting the burden from one to another
group, undoubtedly will'stimulate the GOP
in its determination to curtall the Marshall

'Plan outlay and give priority to a broader

tax cut,

National debate in recent months has
made it clear to all that America faces four
supreme tasks — Implementation of the.
Marshall Plan for world economic revival,
control of American Inflation, maintenance
of the bi-partisan forelgn policy and ace
tion to restore our Government to a peace-
time ‘basls, This is a time which calls for
concessions from both parties which will
glve the right-of-way to those undertak-

ings.

It is a time whlch calls for reductlon of
the Federal bureaucracy despite the heavy
demands that the postwar emergency has
placed on the Administration. Mr. Tru-
man's message gives no hope for a sub-
stantial curtallment along this line but
ralses the prospect of further expansion of
Blg Government In a long list of recom=
mendations for soclal legislation. The prob-
lems of health, education, conservation,
minimum ‘wage levels, soclal security, etc.,
are urgent but it is also clear that the na-
tion cannot cope with them until it has
met the present emergencies at home and
abroad and put Government back on an
economic basis. We cannot do everything
at once. We cannot carry on a social revo-
lution at home until we have won the
Battle against the American’ price spiral,
world economic crisis and Communism.

D)

T WAS, of course, too much to expect
that, the Administration would ignore
political expediency and come forward with
a program that meets the needs of the

* hour—a program for a reasonable tax cut

extending to all classes without penalizing
business, for more Government economy,
for deferment of controversial social ex-
periments until the day when America has
weathered this crisis—a program which
would have influenced the Republicans to
yleld more on the Marshall Plan, on for-
elgn_policy and on the Administration's
program for world trade revival. That is
the ideal way to proceed but a democracy
does not operate that way under the two-
party system, particularly in a Presidential
year.

Mr. Truman, In offering a program thit
goes all the way In appealing to the varfous
groups on which he must count for support
at the 1048 election, simply is following the
example of the opposition. The leadership
of neither party has yet shown the willing-
ness or capacity consistently to put first
things {irgt for America under the drive for
partisan advantage, but that determination
of the national interest must come out of
the present contention In Washington if
o:: country h to meet the challenge of
1948.

Doug’s 'Labyrmth of Destmy

EN. DOUGLAS MacARTHUR'S wind-up

as a Presidential hopeful obviously is
going to be an elaborate and tedlous af-
fair. It has taken two days of this week
to debate the question of whether our
handsome, fascinating and ever - willing
Pacific commander is now tossing his hat
in the ring, and still the general public
finds jtself just where it was before Doug
bmu the mysterious Tokyo silence Mon-

'nu commotion “started Monday when
the Geperal sent a congratulatory mes-
sage to Wisconsin on his native State's ob-
servance of its centennial. The be

reflected in
selection by one's nelgnbors for public ser-
vice—no

the Ten Commandments. His judicial opin- *

lon later was supported by a dispatch from
MacArthur's headquarters, quoting “In-
formed sources” to the effect that the mes-
sage to Wisconsin had no bearing on the
General's availability. Q

For our part, we string along with Fred
Zimmerman and accept this as the opening
of the General's campalgn. That line
about “the labyrinth of destiny's pattern”
tells us that the overlord of Japan didn't
sit up all night working on this message
Just to-demonstrate again that he slings
a mean adjective. We cAn see the pat-
tern of destiny working In “Inside reports”
from another source saying that the Gen-
eral has decided not to make a triumphal
return before the Philadelohia ‘convention
In June unless he is called home in the
Hne of “duty” by President Truman. This
‘was accompanied by the sly suggestion that
such a call would be a dirty trick to play
on other GOP aspirants,

If Mr. Truman doesn’t yleld to this temp=
tatlon to mess up the GOP party in June,
we expect to see other steps taken to get
the General home In time. There probably.
will be more lofty ambiguities from Tokyo,
the people of the grandeur they

re
than les in the fulfiliment of their trust.”

- Becretary of State Fred Zimmerman, who _

is plugging Mac for the GOP Presidential
nomination, interpreted thé message as
meaning that the General is' avallable.
However, Chief Justice Marvin B. Rosen-
berry could find In it no more indication
of General MacArthur’s Intentions than in

From _The Winston-Sglem Journal

may expect when the conqueror of the
Paclfic wades ashore at 8an Franclsco or
New York.| We can stand the suspense
but dread the thought of the national agl-
tation Involved In getting the General
properly launched. For that reason, we
say: Come on Doug, we know you choose
to run, quit beating around the hyperbole,

0il And The People

I8 UP to the peoplé to say what they
want the Government to do about the
ofl shortage. That is the view expressed by
Congressman. Robert L. Doughton. “If the
people . want controls, Congress will au-
thorize them," he declared. And unless the
ofl Industry does something about the pres-
ent critical situation, Mr. Doughton expects
the people to call for Government controls.
That is the long-range view of the situa-
tion. And even if the people should demand
Government controls, it' would take some
time for the legislative branch of the Gov-
ernment to act on the matter. In the
meantime, what about the Immediate fu-
ture for. people in North Cirolina who are
entirely dependent upon oll for heat?

“It is apparent” 'says Mr. Doughton,
“that there is no agency of Government
empowered to exercise control over distri-
bution of oil products by the oil companies

of the United States. It is also clear that,

the.present consumption of ofl is far In ex-
cess of production. It is apparent desiréd
relief (from shortages within the state)
could and should be furnished by the ofl

This means, of course, that if much suf-
fering is to be avgrted, there must be the
closest sort of co-operation between the oll
companies serving this state and the peo-
ple who use thelr products. Whether or
not the people will demand Govérnment
controls will depend 'upon the results of
such co-operation during the next few
weeks.

We wish this weather was In ‘the one
place we can think of where it would be
appreclated.—Little Rock Gazette.

Some time ago members of the house-
hold used to have to look for grandma's
glasses, but now she leaves 'em where she
emptles them.—Commerce News.

The logical sequence: The man takes a
drink; the drink takes a drink; the drink
then takes the man.—Elberton (Ga.) Star.

Pome Revealing a Valuable Tip In the
Matter of Purchases That Will S8ave You

who have supplied
North Carolina, coupled with the co-opera-
tion on the part of the people to economize
in the use of available supplies.”

Moolah:

Here's a money-saving plan;

Buy it wholesale if you can.
—Atlanta Journal
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- ‘Shoo! Shoo, Bossy!’-- -

Manhall Ami Vandenberg

Pilots Of Our F orelgn Policy

By STEWART AND JOSEPH ALSO)
WASH‘NO‘ION
commencement of the most important Con=
gressional session in history, two men seem some<
how larger than any others in the rather stunted
C. Marshall and Arthur H. Vanden-
for the simple reason that the
and the Senator now
on lm.:;, in & q\llle nbenl

bov. ‘politics, and launl together, can
to reduce all the

to get the -
uestion is, rather, whether they are
mmdnt:u‘nﬂqlpm ng persuasions, which
must be their chief weapon in dealing with those
who will not listen to reason. ‘The suggest.
that they are so prepared.
t To The Finish
i}gummwmury Marshall, authorita-
ive word nas rds
the final

hlll: tﬂwnllhlllw for disaster to

Blataa, 1t they fear any such result as
t6 come

e e enator Vandenberg, his position 1s more
Today, he stands above politics. But_he
origin and training. a leader of the Re-
His isolationist Republican coles
re hard at work to make lhll conflict within
jot long 8go. lltml-

that, they

complex.
s still, by
publican Party.
leagues a1

Drew Pearson’s «

Merry-Go-Round *

Brooks of Illinols. It must have amused Vandenberg
to have Col. Robert R. McCormick's pecullar protege
asking him for terms, considering that Brooks' m
ter long ago relegated Vandenberg to l«h. nuw
numerous and distingul Benedict Arnol

Stands By ‘His Principles
VAIIDENBERG made no lerms with Brooks. But
neither did he give him the rude answer he
deserved. The reason was the special, and extremely
astule strategy Vandenberg has adopled for the big
fight. On the one hand, in accordance this
Tktegy he will retain i independence ‘of the Ad
ministration, in order to retaln his authority in his
party. But on the other hand, he will not yleld on
matters of substantive principle.

This s ‘the explanation of his reference .of the
ERP sdministrative problem to the Brookings In-
sltution,  This also explains his sbrewd change

e b 30 thal » sontinulbe ERP s

v-.ndmbeu hopes to secure anol
port of his.committee: and then, on the Senate m)m'.
‘will come the. time to be unylelding.
nh-\-nm nh trength will hardly be less
Secretary M He too believes that the
future of the cmlnlry lnd the ‘mrld dependx upon the
outeoml. be can hardly be less than firm, consider-
his charac

Pirmness. my probably

E

be required.

There Is
lndlelum that Benllof Rnben A. Taft, of
'n breach with his

l own
1Il Lh ime the world has
to be grateful lnr lh! blackmall of virtue

Peop_le’a Platform
Working For The Piedmont

MoNROE

Editors, Tux New
"THE beginning of a New Year/we think of our
rruna- and, with for them success and happi-

Xn lddman to tx&eﬂdh\( such greetings to you

1 this opportunity of otficinly

thanking nu lur the splendid coverage which THE

News gave to the City of Monroe during 1947. This

most helpful and w-opeul!vt and greatly ap-
pmdlleﬂ by lll of us. Monroean:

oln; great job In bullding up and

on!

bl lhe rlothe. area
Carolinas. Keep m good 'nrk zninx in 1048; we nrc
all with you and we can, see the results of

your work In our Sommunty.
With beat wishes for the New Year,
-1 m\\' SHUTE,
Maye

TPLOMATIC notes for Drew Pearson:

minican Republic

charg ' e paper: m‘ﬁ"&:‘en'm Latin
in & “white circulated among Latin-
e rboassadors here by the Venezuelan Emb

sutfering
1ift & finger to disturb, the wm of the

nae do It in the future unless we are obliged to defend our
our sovereignty and our institutions.”

Marquis Childs

Threat To Truman

WASHINGTON
HE force of the blow, that
Herlry Wallace has dealt to
Ptesident Truman's chances for
re-election will become increasing-
Iy evident as tme gos by. It may
1 be a mortal blow.
¢ is why the old guard of the
Republican Barty is 50 overjoyed.
They are getting the feell that
they can it tight und win without
muking any concessions to the in-
dependent voter. They feel that
the prize will at long last fall to
them no matter who the candidate
or,what the platform.
This 1s the profound disservice
that Wallace has done to his coun:
try at & moment when the whole

.world is watching to sece

America’s course will be. He has
done his best to make sure that
there will be no real contest in the
Fall.
WELL-WARNED

It is not that he wasn't warned,
and well in advance, of the effect
of a third-party move in 1048, A
lttle behind-scenes history fs re-
vealing of Wallace's determination
to go through with the gesture
even though, like Samson, he might

structure he professed to_ del

Several months ago a pmmlnrm
New Deal Democrat was approached
by Wallace and his followers with
an interesting offer. y
this man, who has real grass-roots
connections and nfluence, to be-
come Wallace's political manager.
What 18 more, they offered him &
salary 0 large that at first he did
not belleve he had heard correctly.

In the discusslon it became clear
that Wallace intended to go through
with the third-party bld. The of-
fer was refuse New Dealer
who phrased his refusal more or
less as follows:

ot fou g0 through with _this.

will make uu.-uonmun o less

Toevitable, - And in the peoc
will destroy yoursel
“T am going to stay in the De

be al
ence the policies of the administra-
tion and the nature of the cam-
palgn.

“Then 1f you still feel after the
election that the President has let
you down, you will have two courses
lht.ﬂ of jou. You can start &
third party with a clean consclence

Samuel Grafton

The Voluntary Way

was then; we are so

NEW YORK
NSERVATIVES  have bun
yulllnl that tary

the rolun
the best way 0 n;m
infiation. Perhwl
come to

tdry 'uy"1 ll there
llld does it have conlent or Il thh
a convenient phrase

Mhich "to Tight any ard all rations
ing lnd control proy ls? T
Tméan. yhen you apen the package

labeled “Voluntary
you find inside?
I to test out the voluntary
i um 1 have proposed l Jeame
cut all prices,
M. lll Jevels, retall, 'lwll-

Way,” what do

ohatration against
e one s to whether it would
e e evil, 1 don & kmow, But. It
would certainly ease the pin
15 beginniug to be felt in
tail stores. Dollar vol up
1t year. bub unit sales, the. actuat
physical ‘movement of . was
down 7 per cent beluw & year ago,
which is bad news for employment.
I dont consider that a general
5 per cent cut would produce a
paradise here on earth. but it might
buy us & few months for further
reflection, and It might nelp averi
some 8!

l-hl re-

oo
Prance tried a general § per cent
g0, With lnconclunv.v

too
much trouble by that Time for hor
experience to be binaing en us
Even so, there was a wonderfnl
fecling _of exhilaration in Paris
when the “Baisse 5" signs appeared
on all the shops, and the peope
did, T think, begin to get some
umndenre that inflaton could oe
mas
We are in a far better situation

um. yw have pna & debt of loys
for & liberali-

for your own nomination in 1982
Wallase did not care for this ad-

‘travele

hll cloudy Iﬂ.l"lm and his
otionalism, a heaven-sent oppor=

umnx

‘Throughout his career this has
been Wallace's chief weakness. He

In his character is & kind of pas-
sivity. This makes him willing to

want to go and who say so in loud,
determined" voices.
A POOR POLITICIAN /
Wallace is not 30 much & politi-
clan a3 & sclentist and phi
His contribution to sclence ls not
small. That Is perhaps why, when
If to become the
stump orator, as he dia i ane
Douncing hls candidacy. the result
1 painful demagogue
1t was significant nm at-least
tome of Wallace's friends wanted
hire a manager with practical
wlll-ltll knowledge. There is no
one who comes close to that de-
-cnnuun tn his camp today.
Wallace a the captive. of
nimitaceainded et the

ried by many formee
camp-followers who ¢

Sudn penteation of vhere the rosd
was leading. They declined to fol=
low their one-time hero to that
dead end.

This e Dot intended to intmizh
Wallace's influe: think_ that
influence s consid n

following column I want to ane
uyn 'hy hat should be s0.

A res mun long familisr with the
fal

and successes of the Demo-
I:l'l“c hny IJIX! It this 'l" 'W.
lulu“o n‘lnle, and Wl.l

many people who are
confused.
s

5
S
:
B

Any
H'] !or - hmh Ill
would of course be allowed to

1s the -voluntary way”
onducting suc!

ry
unteers? Is the “voluntary way” an
active way, or i3 it only passivé?
Is this ly the name ine -
ertia hen it goes Con-
gress? iz

1t will be —d if the phrase 'vnl

untary way" t out to mean

only a way of waiting luu.ulv
recession.

the unemployed duriag a Presiden~
lal campaign. Qi be-
fore us we the

of, and it's not askiug s lot, b per
nt.

Venezuela Makes Charges Against Trujillo

t our Government .
Dominican Republic,

American
Written in Spanish,

ring elan enemies and purchasing
T "% proof,  photostat s R “attached of an inter-
retary to the N

and foreign persons of the Dominican
Government have bought and contine to purchase arms for
an armed movement -mmv. our coun/
Alrudy Truflllo has purchased vast stores of arms
 Presidentinl yacht, to ship them, the pnpcr
charges.  One shipment included 10000 rifles with 30,000,000
rounds of ammunition and 800 machiné guns. The paper
points out that this is more than is needed for Dominican
defense, and warns gravely that the situgtion “should con-
stitute a serious pre-occupation for all the American gov-
ernments.
“Venezuela within her mver:l;n rights could break rd-
lations with the Dumlnlun roment.” the paper m
on, “but It would be_against the sympathetic. feelings, the
understanding and n_u Triendsnip of ner people towards the

Cuchmlnvaku Follows Russia

Won.n has Teached me by secret code that satellite Cecho-
slovakia will follow In the ecofiomic footsteps of Russia
d will be forced to devaluate her currency.  Already the

Unotficlal exchange Fate has shot up to 308 crowns to one

R Simen e Dtfciat S0-toct Tate

‘Marshall Plan’ For Navajos
‘OTES from the Cabinet correspondent:
rope & “Marshall Plan® for the proud but poverty-
sircken Nevajo Indiang wil be demanded by the Tnterior
ent, authorizing $80.000000 worth of rehabiination

In our own back yard. A blueprint will be lald at Gongress

Along with aid to

case upon Capitol Hill
often, but this time Secretary “Cap” Krug feels that public
lndunnhon will force Congress' hand. Conditions on the

rehed, eroding Navajo

. will not 20,000 school-age N-v-]w are_forced to hookey, It is
Krug's plan more schools, teachers_and
send out school huuu to round up the

3. Health, $3935,000. Whit men are doing the
Navajos little more good than the chan
native medicine men of their past. Reason: Too few doc-
tors, too little tralning. Many .wi o
tending the sick never got inside a medical school. 'nn

result is the Navajos ged by disease—30 per
have venereal disease, 75 per cent ars, nullenn. (m uber-
culosis or lung lumenu. six W
six per cent. are cwpea mo per ecnt are

Most, Incrédibit i ﬂu infant. mortality ‘rate; 330 out
of ey 10 nm batbles die—before they are two.

$20,000,000. ¢ Although it is larger than lh-
smu ol Weﬂ Virginia, the reservation has less than 500
miles of rutted, dirt roads. Many families are virtually
stranded by lack of transportation. To alleviate this, Krug
hopes to bull ldmmllualp“.ﬂhllhny‘lmmﬂnd-h
viceable secondary roads.

5, Agriculture resettiement on

3 the Colorado River,
'IWM To ease Q-he wwl-um pressure, wnn families nwld
.banks of Colorado below

have to
l\u'—h a state that President Truman the other day issued a
stirring appeul for emergency relief. The House Public Lands
Conimittee promptly introduced a bill for $2.000000 aid. But
13,300 a3 the Winter crisis has been met, Krug is ready with
a tomplete long-range p
Now in the final pllnnlnﬁ lhnn. the program will call
hr:

e Improvement and soil conservation, $9.000.000
The vau]m live on the semi-arid, sagebrush-dotted mesas
in the corner of Arizona. New Mexico and Utah. The princi-
pal crop is grass. the major industry sheep raising. The
land cannot, support more than 35,000 people. but today 61,000
are trying to scrageh a living from (it. As & result the range
ks dricg. One way to ave it 1 (o siop the water and wind
from carrying away preclous
2. Education. §25,510000, ~Seventy-nine per cent of the
Nivaos iving in the heart of Americs, cannot spesk Engliah.
the Federal- Government ‘pledged in 1863 to educate their
chidren. Today, nearly 80 years later, three-fougths of the

Ednu lutmw Here water yives) abundant,

soll

and but 16000 are re
must be watered If it h \0 ﬁeld produce.

‘The Interfor Department's plan also proposes to promate
small industries, bulld airstrips alongside hospitals, connect
the main centers by radlo and telephone, and drill wells for
more water.

If the Navajos demonstrate that they can glean enough
crops from irrigated land to maintain ' reclamation project,
Interfor will recommend an additional $60,000,000 for Imn-
tion development. The Shiprock on the San
Juan River which skirts the northern edge of the reservation.

)



